
 

 

 

The Government of New Zealand donates USD 160,000 and deploys in-kind specialized 

personnel to support UNMAS explosive hazard management activities in Iraq 

 

Baghdad, 25 September 2018 - The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) welcomes a 

contribution of NZD 250,000 (USD 160,000) from the Government of New Zealand and is grateful 

for the deployment of an in-kind Improvised Explosive Device (IED) Threat Mitigation Advisor 

to support explosive hazard management activities in Iraq. 

Extensive conflict in Iraq involving the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), Iraqi Security 

Forces, Kurdish Forces (Peshmerga) and other armed actors has resulted in the displacement of 

more than 5.8 million people between 2014 and 2017, amongst which 1.9 million are still displaced 

today and a significant increase in contamination from explosive remnants of war and IEDs in 

areas liberated from ISIL occupation.  

The scale and complexity of the explosive hazard problem is substantial, unprecedented and 

exceeds existing and available response capacities. In Iraq, UNMAS is leading and coordinating a 

blended response to assist stabilization and humanitarian efforts supporting the return of displaced 

people to areas previously under ISIL occupation.  

Given this challenging environment, the role of the IED Threat Mitigation Advisor is crucial to 

support UNMAS activities in Iraq and mitigate the threat posed by explosive hazards. By analyzing 

information and technical data relating to the IED threat within the region, continually assessing 

the operational situation in Iraq for areas of improvement in efficiency, effectiveness and safety 

and conducting IED awareness briefings, the Advisor plays a key role in prioritizing, coordinating 

and implementing explosive hazard management projects. The financial contribution will also 

address gaps identified to support the work of the IED Threat Mitigation Advisor.  

The Ambassador of New Zealand to Iraq, Mr. Bradley Sawden, participated in a field visit to 

Mosul last week. This was an opportunity to introduce the IED Threat Mitigation Advisor and to 

better understand his role and responsibilities in support of explosive hazard management with 

UNMAS in Iraq.  

The Ambassador visited a few sites in West Mosul including Danedan 2 Water Treatment Plant, 

Al Shuhudaa Park and Al Maedan district, where clearance operations are ongoing or have just 

been completed. An extensive briefing about the task and the outcome of the clearance was 

delivered in each location.  

Learn more about UNMAS in Iraq here. 

 

Contact 

Pehr Lodhammar, UNMAS, Senior Programme Manager, Iraq: lodhammar@un.org  

http://www.mineaction.org/programmes/iraq
mailto:lodhammar@un.org

