
Situation Overview 

Due to increased rainfall in the Juba and Shabelle basins in 

Somalia and neighboring Ethiopia, river water levels, which 

were extremely low between January and February 2018 

have been steadily increasing since March, and have now 

reached high flood risk/full bank levels and overflowing. The 

Juba and Shabelle basins in Somalia and in the Ethiopian 

highlands continued to receive moderate to heavy rains 

during the first week of May. The high level of rainfall seen 

over the past week were spread across many parts of the 

country, with the exception of Puntland, where light rains 

were experienced. The Lower Juba and Middle Juba regions 

of Jubaland State experienced the highest amounts of rainfall 

last week, resulting in increased river levels. 

 

According to the FAO-managed Somalia Water and Land 

Information Management (SWALIM), moderate to heavy 

rains are projected for the coming week in most places across 

the country, as well as in the Ethiopian highlands. River levels 

are expected to remain high along the Juba and Shabelle 

rivers. Many areas along the Juba river have reached their 

highest level in recent history. Continued heavy rains and 

high river levels have led to flooding which currently exceeds 

a 50 year return period flood magnitude. Belet Weyne in 

Hirshabelle State has remained at full bank level for the last 

14 days, and is expected to remain so for the next couple of days.   

Given the rainfall forecast and the current high river levels, riverine flooding is likely to continue and get worse in the 

coming week. Flood waves from the upper parts of the two rivers in Ethiopia are expected to be transmitted to the two 

rivers in Somalia, which are already at full capacity, thus posing more risk. The projected moderate to heavy rains are 

likely to exacerbate ground conditions and trigger further flash and river flooding. Built-up and low-lying areas of Bay 

and Bakool in South West State will experience flash floods.  

 

Humanitarian impact and needs  
Flash and river flooding in several areas in the Banadir region, as well as Hirshabelle, Jubaland, Galmuduug, and South 

West States, have caused damage to crops, livelihoods and property, and have displaced thousands of people. An 

estimated 718,000 people have been affected by the flooding. Of these, more than 220,000 are displaced, according 

to the UNHCR-led Protection & Return Monitoring Network (PRMN).  

 

In Jubaland State, riverine and flash flooding continues to be reported in Gedo, Middle and Lower Juba regions. An 
estimated 206,000 people have been affected and nearly 95,000 people displaced. Large areas of farmland are flooded, 
and crops have been washed away by the floods. Most of the farms from Doolow to Gobweyn areas along the Juba 
river are reportedly under water. Agricultural assets, including irrigation equipment, have also been damaged. The 
people living in riverine areas have moved to higher grounds. Destruction of shelters and latrines has also been 
reported. In Afmadow, in Lower Juba, the inland towns located along the Legdhera basin (seasonal river that originates 
from Kenya and joins the Juba) have also been affected by flooding for first time since 2006, according to local sources. 
Waterlogging, lack of access to latrines and destruction of shelter, especially among IDP settlements in Lower Juba, 
are posing health concerns. Access to food supplies is limited as major supply routes are impassible. Seasonal streams 
have converged at Diif, in the Gedo region, causing flooding in the town. Coastal towns, such as Kismayo, have also 
been affected by heavy rains and flash floods.  
 

As of 6 May, in Hirshabelle State, an estimated 204,000 people have been displaced or isolated by flooding, according 

to the flood response task force in Belet Weyne. More people continue to flee their homes, to safer locations in Ceel 
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Jaale and surrounding areas. Road movement remains limited, thus hindering access to the affected areas, including 

for the delivery of humanitarian supplies.  

 
In South West State, an estimated 174,000 people have been affected by localized flash flooding in most towns.  The 
worst-affected places are those hosting IDPs in low-lying areas. In Baidoa, half of the estimated 246,000 IDPs are at 
risk of flash flooding. In addition, the price of camel milk has more than doubled in Baidoa in less than a week, reportedly 
due to increased levies and blockages imposed by non-state armed actors. Meanwhile, riverine flooding in Lower 
Shabelle has also displaced nearly 3,000 people from Qoryooley to Marka to seek humanitarian assistance. Some 22 
suspected cases of AWD/Cholera have been recorded at Afgooye General Hospital over the past two weeks. Medical 
supplies are insufficient to meet growing needs. Access to affected villages is limited due both to insecurity and to 
impassable roads resulting from the rains. Authorities in Lower Shabelle have appealed for assistance.  
 
In Galmudug State, the Disaster Management Agency (GADMA) have reported that some areas in the Hobyo district 
in Mudug have experienced heavy rains. Overall, 15,180 people have been affected by the rainfall, and more than 
6,800 people displaced. In Mudug, two children reportedly drowned near Bacad Weyn village, and lightning killed nearly 
100 goats and sheep in the rural areas of Hobyo. Heavy rains also affected over 700 IDPs and damaged nearly 120 
improvised IDP shelters in the town. Nearly 500 people were also affected in Garoowaale village and more than 20 
latrines were damaged in Wisil village in Hobyo district. In Galgadud, moderate rains affected nearly 500 people in the 
Dhuusamareeb district.  

 
The Banadir region did not receive significant rainfall over the past week, but humanitarian partners continue to 
monitor the situation. Some 767 cases of AWD/cholera have been reported there since January.   
 

Humanitarian coordination and response. 
Authorities working with humanitarian partners have continued scaling up the response to flood-affected communities. 
The Flood Committee, led by the Deputy Prime Minister, is mobilizing resources by reaching out to both in-country 
Somalis and the diaspora. On 5 May, the Federal Government announced another $0.5 million for the flood response, 
just days after announcing an initial $1 million to boost response efforts. The government has also delivered life-saving 
assistance to Belet Weyne and Jowhar. An injection of $5 million has been allocated through the UN Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) Rapid Response, again to bolster the response. Furthermore, up to 21 projects from the 
ongoing Somalia Humanitarian Fund’s (SHF) 1st 2018 Standard Allocation round in flood-affected areas have been 
adjusted or partially reprogrammed due to floods and partners are already responding in some of the most hard-hit 
areas. 
 
In Jubaland State, humanitarian partners continue to provide life-saving assistance to vulnerable people affected by 
flooding, reaching nearly 79,301 people with food, 23,512 with nutrition, 38,000 with WASH, 13,984 with health 
services and 25,740 with shelter assistance. Assessments in priority areas are underway.  
 
In Hirshabelle State, the flood task force, comprising of humanitarians and local authorities, continued to coordinate 
the flood response in Belet Weyne. Most assistance is being provided in Ceel Jaale - the largest evacuation center in 
Belet Weyne. The flood response task force has divided Ceel Jaale into two sections (Ceel Jaale A and Ceel Jaale B) 
to improve response coordination. More than 12,730 families in Belet Weyne and surroundings villages are receiving 
food assistance. Across the state, nutrition assistance reached nearly 11,717 people; WASH 106,600; Health nearly 
8,579; and Shelter 2,400 people. Motorized boats were deployed and are providing transport to people in isolated 
areas. AMISOM has continued to provide logistical support to rescue and move people to higher grounds. Mobile clinics 
and nutrition centers were set up in Ceel Jaale and in the Hawlwadaag/Lugbari areas. Emergency medical services 
are being provided at Ceel Jaale. Plans are underway to distribute dignity kits and other protection services in Lugbari. 
On 3 May, the Deputy PM of Somalia, Mahdi Mohamed, led a high-level delegation from Qatar to Belet Weyne town to 
assess the damage caused by flooding. 
 
In Galmudug State, nearly 67,000 received food assistance, 20,000 nutrition assistance and 35,400 were reached with 
WASH services. Authorities in the Banadir region provided 100 temporary shelters to affected IDPs in Mogadishu. 
 
The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan is only 19 per cent funded, which is insufficient to support flood response and 
the on-going operations. Humanitarian partners urgently require $17 million to scale up life-saving support in areas 
affected by flooding. A detailed flood response plan is being developed.   

For further information, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007. OCHA 
information products  are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 
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