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Two roomed permanent shelters for protracted IDPs in Kismayo – ARC 

CLUSTER SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 
SO1: Contribute to the protection of newly displaced people 

and those affected by natural hazards. (NFIs, ESKs) 
SO2: Improve the living conditions of the protracted internally 

displaced persons (Transitional shelters, NFIs) 
SO3: Facilitate access to durable solutions for IDPs that are 

willing to locally integrate or return (Permanent shelters) 

 
NEEDS ANALYSIS 

• New displacements are occurring daily in Somalia due to 
conflict, adverse climatic condition and evictions. Over 2.1 
million people are internally displaced in Somalia, as a 
result of drought, conflict and evictions. Pressing needs 
include emergency shelter kits, sanitation facilities and 
access to clean water, as well as Emergency Assistant 
Packages (EAPs) for newly displaced peoples 

GAPS / CHALLENGES  
• There are not enough resources to cover the shelter 
needs of IDPs, whose number has almost doubled in the 
last year. A lack of funding means that pre-positioned 
stocks cannot be prepared, which delays the response to 
newly displaced populations. 

RESPONSE 
In February 2018: 

 19,464 persons were supported with Non Food Items 
(NFIs plastic sheeting, blankets, jerry cans, sleeping mats 
and kitchen sets). 

 At the same time, partners also managed to close SHF 
funded projects by providing emergency shelter support to 
42,647 (plastic sheets, supporting poles and a ropes for 
tying down structures). 

 This resulted in an increase in the number of people 
reached, despite low funding in the HRP. 

COVERAGE AGAINST TARGETS (Individuals) 
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SHELTER CLUSTER CONTACTS 
 
Senior Shelter Cluster Coordinator 
Timothy Mulwa Mutunga 
mutunga@unhcr.org      / +252 618254850 
 
Shelter Cluster Coordinator 
Nurta Mohamed Adan 
adan@unhcr.org      / +252 615682233 
 
Shelter Cluster Support Associate 
Padmore Ochieng Okal 
okal@unhcr.org / +254 723 793 105 
 
 

KEY DOCUMENTS 
 https://www.sheltercluster.org/response/som

alia  
 

 
KEY LINKS 
 https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/o

perations/somalia/emergency-shelter-and-
nfi 

 http://reliefweb.int/country/som 

 
KEY FIGURES 

  24      1.5M / 1.3M 
Cluster partners     People in need / targeted 

 
FUNDING (source: OCHA Financial Tracking 

Service) 
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ROOF OVER MY HEAD 

Abdi Dahir Dirac is a 60 years old IDP who is a 
beneficiary of one of the 202 one-room shelters 
implemented by ARC in Kismayo. 27 years ago, he lived 
a normal and near perfect life. He used to live at 
Mareerey, a small town famously known for its sugar 
production. There he had a fully functioning and 
profitable sugar factory and life was beautiful. However, 
hell broke loose after the toppling of the President Siyat 
Bare's government in 1991 and the break of the civil war. 
He became internally displaced and started moving 
around with his family for safety in various locations 
within the Juba region and looking for a better means of 
survival.  

He remained 
internally 
displaced for 
more than 
two decades 
and lately, 
due to the 
Alshabab 
insurgents’ 
incursions he 
relocated to 
the urban city 
of Kismayo.  
Kismayo is 
the largest 
city in 
Jubaland 
(Lower Juba) 
and is 
situated on 
the coast 
near the 
mouth of the Juba River, relatively close to the border 
with Kenya. Kismayo is believed to have the largest IDP 
population in the region. The IDP population in Kismayo 
is estimated to be 78,000. They are mostly from Lower 
Shebelle, Middle and Lower Juba, Banadir, Gedo and 
Bay. The majority of the IDPs are of Bantu origin.  Most 
IDPs in Kismayo live in ad-hoc temporary settlements 
that occupied the former government land in Dalxiiska 
area. Some IDPs have spent over 21 years in these 
camps.  

However, the Jubbaland authorities have re-embarked in 
a relocation exercise that has seen IDPs being moved to 
a new location in Via-afmadhow. 

Recurrent clan conflicts, rampant evictions, and minimal 
humanitarian assistance have all contributed to reduced 
sources of incomes and high unemployment rates that 
have affected IDP livelihoods and weakened their 
resilience and coping mechanisms. 

IDP settlements are prone to disease outbreaks such as 
water-borne diseases and measles. IDP settlements in 
Kismayo have become very congested. This also exerts 
further pressure on the limited basic services and 
increases the transmission rates of communicable 
diseases to populations already facing high mortality and 

morbidity rates. While lack of strong rule of law 
institutions continue to impede effective protection of 

civilians, including host communities, IDPs continue to 
bear the brunt of protection violations such as forced 
evictions, sexual and gender based violence, 
harassment and denial of access to assistance by 
gatekeepers.  

One fine morning, fortunately, after having been 
internally displaced in Kismayo for more than 3 years, 
Abdi received a phone call informing him that he is the 
beneficiary of one of the one-room shelters constructed 
by ARC and funded by UNHCR and SHF. This gift, 
though small, brought so much joy and relief in Abdi’s 
life. When asked how he felt about the one roomed 
house, he said "Thanks to the Lord Almighty, great 
thanks to UNHCR/SHF and ARC for their shelter 
support, I didn't own a single step of land in Kismayo but 
now I live in my own house, though I don't have the 
financial ability to fence my land but I am absolutely 
happy and thankful, previously I had difficulties in paying 
my monthly rents." 

Despite him having difficulties in hearing which he treats 
as God's decree, he is one man full of happiness, 

glamour and positivity into the future. It is his resilience 
that has kept him going despite the odds that have been 
against him, and now, he has already started a small 
business where he sells items needed by his immediate 
neighbors. Through his industrious spirit he has proven 
that the living conditions of IDPs can be improved. 

Jubbaland authorities, however, discourage the 
construction of single room shelters pointing out that they 
do not meet cultural norms and cannot meet the 
standards for human dignity. They have instead 
proposed two roomed shelter designs which the 
humanitarian community have pointed out to be too 
costly to be financed by emergency funds. 

Indeed low funding for shelter activities remains the 
biggest challenge against massive displacement and 
huge needs. Despite the country receiving a record 
historical funding in 2017, the sector received less than 
20% of its projected requirements, as most of the 
attention focused on addressing food, nutrition and 
health needs of IDPs and host populations. 

 

 

Abdi standing in front of his house and inside a shelter extension he 
added to his one-room house 

"Thanks to the Lord Almighty, great thanks to 
UNHCR and ARC for their shelter support, I didn't 
own a single step of land in Kismayo but now I live 
in my own house, though I don't have the financial 
ability to fence my land but I am absolutely happy 
and thankful, previously I had difficulties in paying 
my monthly rents." 


