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Coordination Saves Lives 

Highlights/key priorities 

 Heavy rains have caused flooding six provinces; Kanda-
har, Kunar, Zabul, Nimroz, Hirat and Farah.  

 In Kandahar, ANSF rescued 1,200 flood-affected people 
with air support. 

 An estimated 85 per cent of Farah city has been flooded. 
 

Situation Overview  

As of 3 March, 10 people are reported to have been killed as a re-
sult of floods in Kandahar, Kunar and Farah provinces1. Almost 
500 houses have also been damaged or destroyed by floods in 
Kandahar, Kunar, Zabul and Hirat. Infrastructure including 
schools, mosques and bridges have also been damaged. 
 
In Kandahar, eight people are known to have died and 18 people 
have been injured, as of 3 March. A further 10 people, including 
children and those from the Kochi (nomadic) community, are still 
missing, while more than 1,000 people stranded by the flood waters have been rescued by ANSF. Over 
the last 30 hours, 100mm of rain has fallen, and there has been further damage to schools, and revenue 
and attorney offices with documents damaged or lost.  
 
In Arghandab district alone, an estimated 1,500 families have been affected by the floods; the majority of 
the affected people are from the Kochi community. Affected people have lost household items and live-
stock.  
 
In Farah, Korji, Qala-e-Ghulam Sediq, Police Districts 1, 2, 3, Hanif Abad, Shaikh Abad and Anar Dara 
districts have been most severely affected by flooding following heavy rains on 2 March. Reportedly, a 
large number of houses have been swept away, and 500 families have been displaced and have been 
relocated to a temporary camp (Teacher Training Institute), where they are being supported PDMC and 
private sector, with a mobile health team assessing their health needs. ANSF has reportedly undertaken 
rescue operations to relocate people trapped by the flood waters. 
 
Reports suggest that 85 per cent of Farah city has been flooded and the majority of roads are closed, 
hampering movement throughout the city. Local authorities and private construction companies are work-
ing to remove the debris caused by the floods and re-open the roads. The highway between Hirat and 
Farah is reportedly flooded and two cars travelling on that road were swept away by flood waters. As a 
result of the floods, telecommunications are down, hampering communication between flood-affected peo-
ple, local authorities and humanitarian partners.  
 
In Hirat, flooding has been reported in Shindand, Zawol, Zirkoh, Pashtunzarghun and Obe districts. In 
Shindand 200 houses have reportedly been swept away. The full extent of the damage in other affected 
districts is still being assessed. 
 

Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Needs:  
 The immediate needs across all affected provinces are for food, NFIs, hygiene kits, emergency 

shelter and warm clothes. 
  In Kandahar, joint assessment teams (IOM, UNHCR, WFP, NRC, DACAAR, HAPA, APA, ARCS 

and line departments) verified 397 flood-affected households, including 145 families whose 

                                                     
 
1 ANDMA report as of 3 March 
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homes have been swept away and urgently require emergency shelter. The assessment in the 
city will continue on 3 March to outlying districts (Zheri, Arghandab, Panjwai, Spin Boldak, 
Takhtapul, Daman & Dand). 

 ANDMA have made a request of an additional Afs 20 million from central government to respond 
to the anticipated needs in Kandahar. 

 With ANDMA and DoRR, OCHA established assessment teams (comprised ARAA, HAPA, DRC 
and DACAAR) to assess affected-areas on 4 March. Assessments in Farah City are due to be 
completed in 4-5 days, after which the assessment team will be deployed to Anardara district.   

 In Farah, assessment teams have already verified more than 100 flood-affected families whose 
homes have been damaged or destroyed, and who require humanitarian assistance. 

 In Hirat, an assessment team was deployed to Shidnand district on 3 March, with initial results 
due on 4 March. An assessment in Karukh had to be postponed due to road closures on the 
route from Hirat.  
 

Response:  
 
Kandahar  

 ANSF rescued 1,200 people trapped by flood waters and relocated them to the Agriculture Univer-
sity Building. ANDMA, through its emergency funds, provided prepared meals to these displaced 
individuals. 

 D.G in Panjwai evacuated 35 families to Tulukan school and provided them with meals and blan-
kets 

 An operation center is providing information to affected people via a helpline and social media. The 
operation center will remain active until the interagency team (IOM (lead) NRC, UNHCR, WFP, 
DACAAR, HAPA, APA and line departments) reaches all affected people with required assistance. 

 Private companies have been using heavy machinery to divert flood waters away from infrastruc-
ture and homes.  

 6 mobile health teams are deployed to the six affected areas to provide services - accompanied 
assessment teams to handle emergency health cases, and distributed baby kits and basic family 
kits to each HH.  

 Agencies are planning to distribute emergency relief items; IOM to distribute emergency shelter for 
130 HH and NFIs to 397 HHs; UNICEF to distribute hygiene and water kits to 397 HHs; WFP to 
distribute food to 397 HHs; SCI to distribute warm clothes to 397 HHs; and ARCS to distribute tents 
to 15 HHs. 

 
Kunar 

 ANDMA distributed 100 kg of wheat, kitchen sets, and blankets to 39 families.  
 IOM provided 59 families with emergency shelter, and household and winter clothing sets.  

 
Hirat 

 Heavy machinery and 10,000 sandbags have been deployed by the Government to flood-affected 
districts. 

 
Farah 

 PDMC provided 500 people with ready-to-use food and blankets. 
 IOM has stocks of NFIs in Farah and will be mobilizing additional stocks from Herat once assess-

ment outcomes are known. 
 

Gaps & Constraints:  
 

 An additional 600 tents may be needed from Kabul for families in Kandahar. 
 In Kandahar, an estimated 1,000 winter clothing kits are required.  
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Coordination  

 The Emergency Operation Center in Kandahar will remain active to coordinate assessment and 
response to the flood affected communities both in the city and outlying districts.   

 In Farah, an ad hoc Provincial Disaster Management Committee meeting with line departments 
was held on 3 March to discuss assessments, which are currently ongoing, and the immediate 
response. The ANDMA Deputy of Administration and Finance from Kabul has arrived in Farah to 
support the PDMC with the flood response.  

 A coordination meeting was held at the ANDMA offices in Hirat on 2 March and two assessment 
teams made up of Government and UN staff were deployed to Shindand and Adraskn on 3 
March. 

 A coordination meeting was held at ANDMA in Kabul on 3 March to take stock on current re-
sponse and strengthen preparedness. 

 

Contact 

OCHA Southern Region 
Ahmad Wali Raisi  
E-mail: raisi@un.org  
Tel: +93793001179    
 
OCHA Western Region 
Yanna Thay 
E-mail : thay@un.org 
Tel : + 93 793 001 117 
 
 
 
The next situation update will be issued once new information becomes available or is warranted by the situation on the ground. 


