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Coordination Saves Lives 

Highlights/key priorities 

 Flash floods have reportedly killed 20 people, with others still 
missing or trapped by the flood waters. 

 Houses and infrastructure has been damaged or destroyed. 
 Provincial Disaster Management Committee convened an ini-

tial meeting, and rapid assessment teams have been de-
ployed.  

Situation Overview  
On 1 March, heavy rains struck Kandahar city, Zheri, Dand, 
Damand, Arghandab, Spinboldak, and Takhtapu Districts. In the 
last 30 hours, 97mm of rain fell in the affected areas. Flash floods 
triggered by the heavy rain have reportedly killed 20 people, includ-
ing a number of children, when their homes collapsed or the vehi-
cles they were traveling in were swept away. At least 10 people, 
including children, are still missing in Arghandab, Daman, Spin 
Boldak and Dand Districts. It is anticipated that up to 2,000 homes 
may have been damaged across all affected districts including 
Kandahar City.  
 
Severe damage to infrastructure has been reported, including to homes. In Kandahar city alone, an esti-
mated 600 houses have been damaged or destroyed. Flood-affected families have been evacuated to 
secure areas in the districts and Kandahar city including schools, mosques, Government buildings and the 
Haji camp. Government offices in PD#6 have been affected with buildings and documentation damaged 
or lost.  
 
The Shifa area in Dand is on high alert as water levels continue to rise. In Arghandab there are reports 
that a large number of Kochi (nomadic) families – approximately 500 individuals - are stranded on the river 
bank. There is an urgent need for air support to rescue those who are trapped and to bring in immediate 
relief items.   

Humanitarian Needs and Response 
Needs: Six joint assessment teams consisting of Government line departments, humanitarian agencies 
and ARCS were formed and deployed to the flood affected areas in Kandahar City.   
 
Initial reports from the teams suggest that the priority needs are for emergency shelter, NFIs, food, winter 
clothing and hygiene kits.  
 
Response: Approximately 100 families have been evacuated to the Haji camp building in Daman. The 
Government has provided them with shelter, blankets and food.  
 
The initial assessment result is expected today, 2 March, and agencies should prepare to distribute imme-
diate relief items to affected people. 
 
Gaps & Constraints: Due to insufficient teams on the ground, assessments for affected populations in 
Zherhi, Daman, Arghandab, Spin Boldak and Takhtapul will begin on 3 March 2019. 
 
Due to the continually evolving emergency scenario, teams may not be able to use RAF or HEAT assess-
ment tools. Therefore, very basic formats will be used to register affected families.  

Coordination 	
Following the Provincial Disaster Management Committee meeting held on 2 March at the Operations 
Centre at the Governor’s compound, five rapid assessment teams (Government officials, ARCS with 
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support from IOM, WFP, UNHCR, NRC, DACAAR, Save the Children, and APA) were formed and de-
ployed to all flood-affected areas in Kandahar. 

Coordination 
Assessments ongoing to understand full extent of needs.  

Contact 
OCHA SR 
Ahmad Wali Raisi  
e-mail: raisi@un.org  
Tel: +93793001179    
 
 
 
 
The next situation update will be issued once new information becomes available or is warranted by the situation on the ground. 


