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DROUGHT OVERVIEW
Humanitarian assistance was scaled up from the second quarter of 2017 to avert famine and was maintained through late 2017. 
With this robust response, famine was successfully averted in 2017. But the response needs to be sustain into 2018, in order to 
prevent another downward spiral, otherwise the famine will have been postponed rather than averted. The extended drought severely 
aggravated the humanitarian crisis in the country, and needs remain high and critical due to poor performance of rains over the past 
four consecutive seasons and likely below average Gu rains between April to June 2018, displacement, lack of access to basic services 
and continuing conflict. The end to drought conditions may not be in sight following the recent outcome of climate outlook by IGAD 
ICPAC1 that predicts a normal to below normal rainfall season between March and May 2018 in much of Somalia. In the absence of 
sustained humanitarian assistance, many households are likely to face large food consumption gaps. 

The latest FSNAU/FEWS NET post- seasonal assessment conducted across Somalia in November and December 2017 indicate food 
security has improved from conditions that prevailed 
at the peak of the drought earlier in 2017 notably due 
to large-scale humanitarian assistance and seasonal 
improvements to food and income sources during 
the  (October-December) season2. According to 
FSNAU/FEWS NET, over 2.7 million people face 
Crisis or Emergency (IPC Phases 3 and 4)3 between 
February and June 2018. This represents a relative 
improvement in the overall food security situation 
in Somalia compared to the 3.2 million people 
projected to be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or worse 
between April and December 2017. Through June 
2018, an additional 2.7 million people are classified 
as Stressed (IPC Phase 2). In total, 5.4 million people 
across Somalia currently face acute food insecurity.

Results from 30 separate nutrition surveys conducted 
by FSNAU and partners between November and 

December 2017 indicate that the overall nutrition situation in Somalia has shown some improvement with only 8 out of 30 nutrition 
surveys showing Critical levels of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM 15-30%) compared to 20 out of 31 nutrition surveys conducted 
in June-July 2017. At national level, median prevalence of acute malnutrition has improved from Critical (17.4% GAM) in June-July 
2017 to Serious (13.8%GAM) in November-December. Accordingly, the number of children under the age of five that are acutely 
malnourished is estimated at 301 000, including 48 000 who are severely malnourished and face an increased risk of disease and 
death. Mortality rates have declined compared to previous seasons. However, Crude Death Rate (CDR) is still serious (0.5 to <1 per 
10 000 per day) in 14 out of 30 population groups surveyed. Under-Five Death Rate (U5DR) is also Serious (1-<2 per 10 000 per day) 
in 5 out of 30 population groups surveyed.

Data from UNHCR indicates that drought-related displacement, which reached its peak in the first half of 2017, declined significantly 
from a monthly average of 117 000 between January to June 2017 to 29 100 between July and December 2017; but the cumulative 
totals kept increasing unabated. Humanitarian stakeholders have to sustain an increasing number of new drought IDPs in excess of 
one million in 2017 alone, bringing the total IDP caseload to over 2.1 million. Food security and nutrition outcomes across most of 
the 13 main settlements for internally displaced persons (IDPs) have also shown some improvement. Accordingly, most of the IDP.

settlements are classified as Crisis (IPC Phase 3). Declining food prices and increased employment opportunities have improved 
food security situation in most urban areas. However, some urban areas in southern Somalia that continue to experience localized 
trade disruptions and other urban areas in northern and central regions affected by drought and depreciation of the local currency 
are classified as Crisis (IPC Phase 3).

Urgent treatment and nutrition support is needed for approximately 301 000 acutely malnourished children, including 48 000 who 
are severely malnourished. It is expected that over 2.2 million people will be in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and 496 000 people will be 
in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) between February and June 2018 and they need life-saving humanitarian assistance and livelihood 
protection support in order to prevent further deterioration of their food security situation. An additional 2.7 million who are 
Stressed (IPC Phase 2) also need livelihood protection support, as they are highly vulnerable to shocks that could push them to Crisis 
or Emergency (IPC Phases 3 or 4).

It however suffices to note that the modest improvements in food security and nutrition are extremely fragile and far from adequate. 
In 2010, similar improvements in the humanitarian situation were witnessed, but a year later famine was declared. More than 60 
percent of Somalis facing Crisis and Emergency (IPC Phases 3&4) and 86 percent of those in Emergency (IPC 4) are in rural areas. 
The food security status of rural people can deteriorate very quickly, as seen in the first half of 2017 when the rural population in IPC 
4 soared from 44 000 to 674 000 between January and May.

A key attribute that will ensure that the situation does not deteriorate is a sustenance of funding of humanitarian funding. The 
population of Baidoa for example has increased by over 80 per cent due to new IDPs in 2017 alone, a large proportion of them 
depending on humanitarian aid. As this population begins to find livelihood activities, humanitarian aid would have to be sustained. 

WE ARE IN A FRAGILE SITUATION NOW THAT FAMINE HAS BEEN 
AVERTED

• 301,000 CHILDREN UNDER 5 ACUTELY MALNOURISHED 
INCLUDING 48,000 SEVERLY MALNOURISHED

• 3.6% DECREASE IN GAM TO 13.8% FROM JUNE TO DECEMBER 
2017

• 2.7MILLION SOMALIS NEED URGENT LIFE-SAVING 
ASSISTANCE

THIS AN IMPROVEMENT FROM THE 2017 POST-Gu ASSESSMENT MOSTLY DUE TO 
LARGE SCLAE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE, 

SUSTAINED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IS A MUST TO PREVENT 
FURTHER DETERIORATION



STATE-BY-STATE DROUGHT ANALYSIS 2018

02

Baidoa hosts over 270,000 IDPs in over 305 sites (CCCM). There is need to keep underlining that improvements in in the drought 
situation, particularly in Bay and Bakool which host the largest number drought IDPs was mostly due to humanitarian interventions.

Below please find a graph showing HRP and Non-HRP funding trend from 2014-2017

It is pertinent to highlight that going forward, humanitarian and development actors need to work closer together to ensure collective 
outcomes. 

There is need to consider that significantly reducing funding at this time threatens to throw Somalia back into humanitarian crisis. 
This is because after several failed rainy seasons, Somali people are unable to withstand another shock. The 2017 crisis left them with 
few assets and no livelihood support. While there is slight decline in the overall number of people in IPC 2, 3, 4, there is no significant 
improvement in food security. Whereas in pre-crisis, the food security cluster (FSC) provided assistance to 500,000 people per month 
in 2017, the FSC reached 2.7 million people each month representing a five-fold increase. Some 75 per cent of the 2017 response was 
cash based. A reduction in the requirements and response at this time has potential to cause already vulnerable people to slip into 
further vulnerability.  

Total Funding Trend: 2014-2017
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PROJECTED FOOD SECURITY SITUATION

While it appears that the risk of famine has declined, in the absence of assistance (if humanitarian aid is not sustained), many people 
would face acute food insecurity Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or Emergency (IPC 4).

Figure 3 
Source: FSNAU/FEWS NET

There has been a sharp increase in the number of people in Crisis (IPC 3) and Emergency (IPC 4) in 2017, including a notable 
increase of the number of people in Emergency (IPC 4). 

October 2017 - January 2018 February - June 2018 
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METHODOLOGY
This document gives an update of a well consulted state-level drought situation analysis towards the end of the  rains of 2017, 
including the outcomes of the FSNAU post- results. It seeks to contribute towards discussions on response prioritisation and 
maximum utilisation of resources at a time when the humanitarian community is sure that more resources are needed to sustain 
the current response, but unclear if current and upcoming needs will be met by funding levels. While the level and speed of donor 
support in 2017 to prevent an impending famine was appreciated, it is still unclear if the 2017 level of assistance will be sustained to 
meet the high level of needs t in 2018.

Each state is analysed through the thematic areas listed below.  

I� The drought situation

This section focuses on climatic and environmental issues only� Including: 

• Numbers of below-average rainy seasons to date; Qualitative (amount of rainfall) and qualitative (timeliness of rain) analysis of 
previous and current rainy seasons; Floods; Water levels; Water tables; Prospects for future rainy seasons / predictions / La Nina 
impact

• The section does not include the impact of drought, neither on livestock nor people

II� Vulnerabilities / Coping mechanisms

This section looks at the impact of the drought on humans and livestock, Including:

• IPC data; GAM/SAM data; Livestock death/loss; Sale of livestock; AWD data; Wells open / access to wells; Access to clean water 
(% of population)

• IDPS: IDPs leaving the area; IDPs coming to the area; Analysis; Sites and settlements 

• Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN) data; price of commodities; price of food; price of water; Functioning 
markets; Functioning supply routes; Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB); Grain reserve; Cases and fatalities of AWD/Cholera, 
measles; Protection concerns; Impact of conflict and violence 

• This section does not include discussions around humanitarian or overall response, or lack of it. 

III�  Posture

This section looks at the overall response to date, with an analysis of quality, gaps, and needs� 

• Drought coordination mechanisms and effectiveness thereof; Government response and capacity, including capacity gaps; 
Humanitarian response and gaps; Support by diaspora or other non-traditional humanitarian actors; Role of private sector

• Access constraints 

• Due logistical obstacles; Due to bureaucratic obstacles; Due to non-state armed actors

• Underserved or neglected areas

IV� DINA findings: summary of findings per state from the Drought Impact Needs Assessment� 

V� Focus areas for response

This section is forward looking prioritizing areas, in terms of geographic locations and activities, for future response (mainly first quarter 
of 2018)

Consultations and analysis was done by and through OCHA field offices in the following states (from the south to the north) and 
Banadir Regional administration:

A) Jubbaland State;  

B) South West State;  

C) HirShabelle State;  

D) Galmudug State; 

E) Puntland State;  

F) Sool and Sanaag; 

G) Somaliland;   

H) Banadir Regional Administration;
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A� Jubbaland State
I� The Drought Situation

Overall  rain fall performance for Jubaland was below average, with 
10-50 mm on average in the pastoral areas of Gedo region, Doolow, 
Baardheere and Balet Xaawo as well Saakow and Bu’aale districts 
of Middle Jubba region. Afmadow district of Lower Jubba region 
received the most significant rain, between 20-60 mm (above 
average in some areas). On the whole, 50 percent of the Jubaland 
region remained either dry or semi dry during the current short rain 
period. Parts of Badhaadhe district, Gedo and Lower and middle 
juba did not get rains at all. Where rains did occur, they started 
late. According to the pastoral communities, some water bans were 
filled up, however it has not been enough to regenerate pasture and 
fill all water catchments in these areas. A more elaborate FSNAU 
analysis will be produced following the Technical release.   

The crop production for this season is expected to be low due to 
delay of the rains as well lack of access to agricultural inputs in the 
most food basket areas of the region due to access challenges.

Water table seems to have gone down, for instance boreholes now 
have to be dug up to 200 meters compared to 160 meters previously, 
as the depth for shallow wells seems to have increased from usual 
20 meters to 30 meters. 

Meanwhile, recent  rains caused flash flooding in parts of lower and 
Middle juba. 

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

Insufficient, poorly distributed and delayed rains in Gu’ and  season has resulted in increased movements of pastoralists and total 
displacement of agro- pastoral communities along the Juba river. Following relatively better rains along the coastal line, an estimated 
2,000 herders with their camel, goats and cattle migrated, between July to October 2017, towards the coastal lines long the lower 
juba region leading to overcrowding and further depletion of the limited pasture regenerated during the Gu’ season in the Jubas and 
leaving the mothers and children with limited access to animal products. 

More than 30,000 people, mostly from the agro-pastoral communities who had nothing left with them, have settled in the IDP camps 
in Kismayo, Doolow and Afmadow districts. Making the total IDP in the state more than 200,000 people (according to Jubaland IDP 
agency(JRIA).

Large scale humanitarian assistance in some areas, including Doolow and Kismaayo, assisted families in IPC 3 and prevented further 
deterioration of the situation. The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 34 per cent of Jubaland population is acutely food 
insecure in IPC phases 2, 3 and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 2 (76 per cent) while only 3 per cent are in emergency phase 
(IPC 4). The FSNAU post- nutrition situation among the north Gedo pastoral population is also concerning with 15.7 per cent GAM. 
Comparing these with the previous assessment, FSNAU Post Gu assessment indicated the following percentages of people in IPC 3 
and 4: Gedo (18%), Middle Jubba (8%) and Lower Jubba (19%).

There has been a slight increase in children with malnutrition  among IDPs in Kismaayo, with December GAM rate of 13.5 and SAM 
of 3.6 percent, compared to 11.3 and 2.2 percent for June 2017. GAM prevalence in Dhobley IDP were 13.3 percent (serious) and 
SAM prevalence was 1.8 per cent which is almost similar to assessment figures reported for June 2017 (14.0 % and 2.7%, respectively). 
However, according to FSNAU’s nutrition assessment morbidity rates have increased from 17.2% in June 2017 to 29.6% in November 
2017.  assessment also recorded that GAM prevalence’s have decreased from 17.6 in June to 13.9 in November 2017. 

Reports from community leaders in Jubaland overall indicates that 50,000 livestock died due to the drought in the months of 
September and October 2017, with 90 percent of deaths occurring in the Gedo region.  New displacements of pastoral and agro pastoral 
communities affected by the insufficient rains leading to crop failures and livestock death forcing them to seek assistance elsewhere. 
UNHCR PRMN reported that 9,533 people arrived in Doolow, Kismaayo, Dhobley and Luuq districts in October and November 
2017. Three new settlements, one in Afmadow and two in Kismayo have since been added to the more than 80 IDP settlement in 
Jubaland regions. This has also been partially aggravated by the military operation against AS North of Kismayo. According to people 
who fled the AS held areas, AS started force recruiting children and cited one of the reasons for their displacement.

Shortage of water remains the main issue in the region. In Afmadow, out of 35 shallow wells, only 2 remain functional attributed 
mainly to the consecutive dry spells for 4 years which had affected the water catchment of the Lagdera basin. 16 locations in Afmadow 
depend on water trucked from nearby locations as their main source of water for living. In Kismayo most of the IDPs drink water 
from contaminated water sources and 4 new settlements depend on water trucking as their main source of water. In Afmadow no 

STATE-LEVEL DROUGHT ANALYSIS
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flow of water was seen in the Lagdera basin in past 4 years. According to the Wash cluster 23 water pans dried up. According to recent 
assessment by ARC, 57 percent of people in region do not have access to clean water as 6 boreholes in Lower juba need rehabilitation. 
In Gedo region, all water catchments have already dried up. An estimated 100,000 people in Gedo region will need water trucking, 
while their livestock will also need fodder to save their lives

Increase in the price of local commodities has risen by 25 percent. This is mainly due to crop failure following the poor Gu’ and  rains 
and partly due to the double taxations by the local authorities and the non-state actors; for instance, a 50 Kgs bag of maize which was 
450,000 ($19.5) in September is selling at 600,000Somali shillings ($26). Similarly, access to animal products was strained further as 
3-liter milk jerry-can have jumped from 3.5 USD to 6 USD in from October 2017

An increase in the number of diseases had been reported by the health facilities. Diseases that were widely reported include, Malaria, 
Pneumonia and measles. Close to 550 people were affected by measles since September 2017, putting the total number of people 
affected by the measles outbreak more than 2,000, thus putting more pressure on the exiting medical and non-medical stock as more 
displaced people arrive in the main hubs. Lack of mobile teams due to limited access to funding was identified

Most of the markets in the region are functioning well except Buurdhuubo, which still have embargo by Al-Shabaab.

An upsurge in gender based violence (GBV) targeting young girls in camps and homes the first quarter of 2017 was observed by 
agencies who are members of the regional protection cluster in Lower Juba. Likewise, children as young as five and eight years of age 
are doing domestic work and shine shoes in markets, and the numbers continue to increase. Families also suffer from separation as 
the men return to their farms while children and mothers are left in the IDP settlements.

In the urban areas, displaced people are arriving in large numbers in Kismayo, Dhobley and Dollow. Returnees from Kenya indirectly 
affected by the drought in Luuq, Kismayo and Afmadow also need assistance. Some of the people in the urban areas depend on the 
rural animal production and they are also feeling the impact of drought. 

Armed clashes are aggravating the situation further in Kismayo district while active hostilities including military operations are 
affecting the lives of people in the northern corridor where the “safari hunter” military offensive continues to escalate (Over 2, 000 
people displaced so far due to the ongoing military operations; JRIA).

An increase of spontaneous returnees has been observed in Doolow, as people attempt to benefit from assistance on both sides of the 
border (Doolow and Dollo Ado in Ethiopia). However, the Ethiopian authorities have now restricted those who returned to Somalia 
from re-entering the camps in Ethiopia. 

III� Posture

Humanitarian partners have been assisting vulnerable people in the region, and cash responses by Food Security partners have 
reached some 120,000 people in Gedo Region monthly from September 2017 to 31 December 2017. 

WASH partners have assisted water supplies to the most affected IDPs and Rural people and provided hygiene promotion activities, 
distributed hygiene kits and constructed 800 sanitation facilities in Doolow, Kismaayo and Dhobley fin October and November 2017. 
In the month of October WASH Cluster partners reached 114,000 people with clean water. In Lower Jubba, some 50,000 people 
were supported by the food security partners through Cash Relief assistances.  Food Security partners have also assisted farmers in 
Doolow, Luuq, Kismaayo and Balet Xaawo with agricultural input.

Government ministries as well as the district authorities are actively engaged with humanitarian partners and attending cluster 
coordination mechanism. Jubaland Drought Committee is also holding regular monthly coordination meeting. OCHA is leading 
Regional Inter-Cluster Coordination Group meetings and Humanitarian Coordination Forums on a monthly basis in both Doolow 
and Kismaayo. 

Luuq, Doolow, Balet Xaawo, Kismaayo and Dhobley have more humanitarian presence and better response, compared to Baardheere, 
Ceel Waaq and Garbahaarey districts.  Only 4 National NGOs have physical presence in Baardheere, while 5 National NGO and one 
international NGO have presence in Garbahaarey.Access constraints due to restriction by the none state actors remained the major 
obstacles for the humanitarian partners to assist people in need. All roads between the towns are inaccessible to the humanitarian 
partners expect between Doolow to Luuq and Doolow Balet Xaawo, leading to logistical problems in delivering aid to the people in 
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need.   Buurdhuubo, which 45km east of Garbahaarey, can be accessed through flights and people in the area are in need, while new 
cross border operation could be opened in Badhadhe district (Kolbio and Raskamboni) approximately 18 kilometers from the Kenya 
border towns of Hulugho and Kiyunga respectively. 

The Hawala system of money transfer is widely used in Jubbaland state. However, rural residents have to travel to outlets located in 
towns to access cash, thus part of the remittance is spent on transportation. Money operators acknowledged that remittances have 
increased over the past three months. Cash transfer seems to be the best option for people in the rural areas.

The WFP SCOPE card covers Kismayo, Dhobley, Luuq, Doolow, Ceel Waaq, Garbahaarey and Belet Xaawo, Afmadow and Badhadhe. 
However, rural locations still remain out of reach. The SCOPE card is currently being used for the provision of unconditional cash, 
asset creation, targeted supplementary feeding and school feeding programme.

IV� Findings from the DINA report

The 2016 drought has already caused damages and losses estimated at USD 508 million based on data collected in Gedo, Middle Juba 
and Lower Juba regions. The productive sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts for 43.1 percent of all 
the effects, while the physical (Water & Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition and Education), and cross-
cutting themes make up 54.2 percent, 1.1 percent, and 1.5 percent, respectively. The two most affected sectors are Environment & 
Natural Resource Management and Livestock, comprising 53.3 percent and 37.4 percent of the total effects, respectively. This further 
exacerbates the vulnerability of communities to a recurrent crisis and limit their positive coping strategy options. 

On the recovery side, the needs for Jubbaland already amount to USD 296.4 million. Of the sectors, Irrigated and Rain-fed Crops 
has the most needs (37.7 percent of total needs) related to the emergency provision of seeds and irrigation canals for agriculture and 
veterinary services for livestock. This is followed by Urban Development and Municipal Services (16.3 percent), Water Supply and 
Sanitation (10.2 percent), Transport (8.5 percent), Livestock (6.6 percent) and Health (4.6 percent).

Access remains the major challenge as the whole of middle juba region, parts of lower juba (Jamame, Badhadhe), Gedo (Ceel waaq 
and Balet Xaawo districts) remain inaccessible, due to AS attacks and their renewed presence in the rural areas of those districts, as 
military operation also continue.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 
2017) only 8 per cent of affected people surveyed in Jubaland believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 
52 per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (33%) or ‘not really’ (19%). When people affected by the crisis in Jubaland were asked if they 
feel the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 11 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 33 per cent said 
‘’mostly yes’ while a total of 26 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (17%) or ‘not really’ (9%).
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V, Focus areas for response

Targeting should be for both rural and urban because these livelihood zones are inter-dependent on each other. Part of this group is 
already displaced to urban areas such as Kismayo, Dhobley and Dollow. Operations will need to consider engaging local NGOs who 
have better access in the rural areas mainly controlled by the non-state actors.
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B� South West State
I� The Drought Situation

SWS remains one of the areas worst hit by the 2016-2018 drought 
in Somalia. Rainfall in the month of the October to December 2017  
season was well below average and poorly distributed. Many parts 
of the state remain dry, resulting in very poor cropping conditions 
and well below average rangeland resources. The Somalia Seasonal 
Monitor released on 02 November indicates that most of Somalia 
has received cumulative rainfall deficits between 25 to 100 mm 
below the short-term mean (STM), roughly 50 percent below 
rainfall totals typical for October. 

In Bay, localized light to moderate rainfall was reported throughout 
the region in late October 2017. In Bakool, rains started in late 
October 2017 and most areas reported moderate rainfall, except for 
some areas of Xudur and Tieglow. Overall, rainfall in October in 
most parts of the SWS was roughly 50 percent below average and 
insufficient to restore pasture and water resources or support crop 
development. A more elaborate FSNAU analysis will be produced 
following the Technical release.   

With the overall  rains performed 50% below normal (FSNAU), 
the post-drought condition for IDPs especially remains worrying 
considering the growing numbers of IDPs and new IDP settlements 
into main towns in search of humanitarian assistance.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 46 per cent of South 
West State population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 2, 3 and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 2 (51,2 per cent) while 
only 5,7 per cent are in emergency phase (IPC 4). The FSNAU post- nutrition situation among the Baidoa IDP population is also 
concerning with 15.1 per cent GAM. Bay agropastoral populations are at 11.1 per cent (4 points short of the cut-off point). Comparing 
these with the previous assessment, according to the post-Gu FSNAU, the decrease in acute malnutrition prevalence among IDPs in 
Baidoa (GAM from 29.4 % to 15.1% and SAM from 10.4 % to 3.5 % since June 2017) reflect a statistically significant improvement 
(P=0.000). Crude Death Rate (CDR) and Under-Five Death Rate (U5DR) have also declined from >1/10 000/day and >2/10 000/day 
reported in June 2017 (Gu) to <1/10 000/day and <2/10 000/day, respectively, in 2017  (November). This is mainly attributed declined 
morbidity and Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) outbreaks and the impact of sustained humanitarian interventions. However, GAM 
prevalence among Baidoa IDPs remains Critical. Potential contributing factors include a high proportion of household with poor 
food consumption, experiencing hunger and trying to cope with food shortage. Immunization and vitamin A supplementation status 
are also low among children in Baidoa IDP settlements.

Gu 2017 crop production was 32 percent below the five-year average in Bay and 50 percent below average in Bakool, and households’ 
harvest only lasted through September/October. As a result of this and previous seasons of poor production, local cereal supplies are 
very low and sorghum prices remain above last year and five-year average. In October, the retail price of a kg of sorghum in Baidoa 
was 39 percent higher than last year and 44 percent above the five-year average. An upward trend of same products was observed in 
Bakool. 

Poor households have limited or no food stocks and are dependent on markets and assistance to access food. Households who were 
sustaining Crisis (IPC Phase 3) in July/August with the Gu harvest have since depleted their food stocks and it is likely many would 
have deteriorated to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) by the first quarter of 2018, unless large-scale humanitarian assistance is in place to 
mitigate more extreme outcomes and Crisis (IPC Phase 3) persists. Some poor households who are not being reached by assistance 
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are likely in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Households will have endured five consecutive poor seasons by the end of the projection 
period and will continue facing difficulty in meeting their basic food and non-food needs. Most households are expected to deplete 
food stocks earlier than normal following the poor performance of the  season 2017.   

Famine (IPC Phase 5) remains possible even in a scenario of continued assistance at current levels, as households have experienced 
prolonged acute food insecurity and many have depleted assets to cope with past food insecurity and eroding coping capacity. In a 
worst-case scenario of continued very poor  rainfall through December and a prolonged absence of humanitarian assistance, Famine 
(IPC Phase 5) is likely. While the number of people admitted in stabilization centres due to malnutrition has gone down, there is still 
concern as the level of food insecurity among displaced and vulnerable host communities is high. 

Over half a million people have been displaced by mainly drought conditions from different parts of the state as well as a result of 
conflict especially in Lower Shabelle region. Over half of the entire displaced population in Somalia in 2017 is from SWS. As of end 
of January 2018, over 270,000 new IDPs had arrived in Baidoa since November 2016, surpassing the host community population 
in Baidoa town estimated at 200,000 people. The number of IDP settlements also increased from 261 in November 2017 to 305 in 
January 2018. In Lower Shabelle Region, over 250,000 people have been displaced to Afgoye – Mogadishu corridor due to conflict 
and drought, while KM50 and Marka town remain to be the hotspots of IDP influx as a result of recurrent armed violence in the 
region. Due to the poor harvest due to performance of the  rain season, more people will continue to be displaced, with an average 
of 500 - 1000 people arriving into Baidoa per week because of lack of access to food, water and insecurity in the rural areas of origin. 

Many households living in the IDP settlements have lost all or a significant proportion of their sources of livelihoods to the recurrent 
drought.

Despite improved security in Baidoa Town due to AMISOM and SNA patrols, pockets within Baidoa District and other locations 
within Bay Region remain insecure and inaccessible. The above situation has continued to expose children and their families to 
violence and the threat of exploitation and abuse as well as psychosocial distress, risk of family separation and gender based violence. 
IDPs, returnees and poor host communities with no assets/income are still vulnerable especially to gender-based violence and limited 
access to justice and livelihood opportunities. Over 300 children were saved from forced recruitment into militant groups in Bay 
Region in the months of September and October 2017. The continued drought also portends for conflict over resources particularly 
between IDPs and host agro-pastoralist communities. Drought will also definitely impact negatively on IDPs’ nutrition and access to 
water, health care, shelter and education. 

Despite the pockets of rains during Gu and  seasons of 2017, water and food scarcity, loss of assets, displacement and disease 
outbreaks continue to be reported in Bay, Bakool and Lower Shabelle regions. Almost 50 per cent of the total AWD/Cholera cases 
reported countrywide (over 60,000) occurred in SWS by end of October. As of end of October 2017, SWS accounts for over 52 per 
cent of the reported deaths following outbreak of AWD/cholera countrywide in which 820 deaths have been confirmed.  The level of 
vulnerability to water borne diseases such as AWD/cholera in SWS is higher compared to other parts of the country due to cultural 
and climatic factors. Most of the Cholera Treatment Centres (CTCs) that were established to respond to the outbreak of cholera 
have closed or reduced operation as the spread of cholera has been contained. However, the possibility of spread of the cholera re-
emerging remains high as the dry season/shortage of water intensifies and the season of AWD. Over 3000 cases of suspected measles 
have been reported in health facilities within the state with the number likely to be higher among those affected as many mothers 
do not take their children to health facilities for suspected measles due to cultural believes. Health cluster partners report that the 
number of the suspected cases is on the increase. A planned blanket measles vaccination campaign targeting children under 10 years 
in most accessible areas of the state has been delayed from November due to logistical constraints.   

Drought affected communities continue to adopt several coping strategies including outward migration to main towns (Baidoa, 
Waajid, Qandaxdheere, Xudur and Mogadishu), reduced number of meals and sending children to live with relatives immigrating 
to urban areas. Some families sold off their livelihood assets to obtain money for food and transportation to Baidoa, Mogadishu and 
other urban areas where they now live as IDPs. Majority of the pastoral communities who sold off their livestock or disproportionately 
exchanged their animals at the peak of the drought are now trying to rebuild their stocks following the recent rains that are likely to 
lead to availability of pasture and water for the animals. The number of people involved in begging has reportedly increased in many 
of the major towns especially Baidoa.

Agro-pastoralists who have been displaced to urban areas after selling off assets, abandoning their failed livelihood activities and 
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adopting an urbanized way of living in areas of refuge with limited to no support with basic services are also very vulnerable. 
Populations living in areas under government control but whose main supply routes are cut off by non-state actors are also at 
heightened risk. 

III� Posture

The South West State key ministries actively engage with humanitarian actors in response to drought and other hazards. In October 
2017, the president of SWS issued a decree disbanding the State Drought Committee and empowered the Ministry of Humanitarian 
Affairs and Disaster Management to take lead in coordination of humanitarian response issues in collaboration with other ministries. 
The Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation (MOPIC) coordinates a quarterly SWS and NGOs & UN coordination 
meeting where issues of strategy, policy and development are discussed. The SWS through MOPIC has also developed a three-year 
state Strategic Plan (2017-2019) and a Drought Intervention and Recovery Plan in which humanitarian and development actors 
need to realign their interventions to.  Engagements at regional and district levels is done through the regional governors and district 
commissioners. The private sector is also involved in supply of food commodities to major towns. The private sector is also involved 
in provision of other services such as water trucking through engagements from humanitarian partners. Multiple factors including 
insecurity and funding fluctuations have resulted in establishment of new programmes and closing of some programmes in the 
humanitarian response. 

In terms of co-ordination, humanitarian partners have an established co-ordination mechanism in the three regions. In the capital 
of SWS, Baidoa, a Drought Operations Coordination Center (DOCC) is in place to ensure coordinated effort in response to the 
drought. OCHA leads inter-cluster co-ordination meetings to address humanitarian issues in the state. The authorities in SWS have 
asked all the Lower Shabelle cluster coordination forums to relocate to Baidoa. Security and access concerns continue to impede on 
humanitarian space with conflict and kidnappings targeting NGO workers on the increase. 

Money transfer agencies such as Dahabshiil, Amel Bank and TAAJ are operational in key towns in all the three regions while mobile 
telephone operators have services that allow mobile money transfer including rural areas. The humanitarian community have also 
increased coverage of response using CASH in its various forms. A CASH focal point (NRC) is assisting with coordinating cash 
interventions in Bay and Bakool. Where markets function, this is an effective way to intervene.

The lack of basic services has put a strain on the local authorities and humanitarian partners who are struggling to meet the needs of 
the ever-increasing displaced population. The trend is the same in most of the main towns in SWS.

According to the FSC, emergency humanitarian assistance reached approximately 300,000 people per month in Bay between August 
and December 2017, around 90 percent of the estimated population in need. In Bakool, approximately 115,000 people were reached 
per month over the same period, around 70 percent of the estimated population in need. In both regions, the level of assistance has 
increased in September and October 2017 relative to previous months. At a district level, assistance is reaching a relatively lower 
percentage of the need in Tayeeglow of Bakool and Qansax Dheer and Buur Hakaba of Bay, but is still likely having an impact. In 
terms of the response, an estimated 76 per cent of the displaced population into Baidoa is accessing some form food assistance. 

The CCCM cluster has established presence in Baidoa to strengthen coordination and response of services in the IDP settlements in 
Baidoa. The food security and livelihood partners have supplied seeds and farm inputs to some accessible rural communities to take 
advantage of the rain season and cultivate.   

Most parts of Bay, Bakool and Lower Shabelle are under the control of non-state actors. While the impact of the severe drought is felt 
across the three regions, rural areas under the control of non-state actors where humanitarian partners have little or no access are 
more vulnerable. The insecurity in the rural areas continue to compound the response to the situation. Market supplies to the people 
of Bakool and Xudur town in particular are through military escorts. Others at risk are people living in areas where insecurity is rife. 
These locations in Lower Shabelle include but are not limited to Marka, K50, Janaale, Awdhegle, Barawe, Qoryoley, Kuntunwarey and 
Sablale. Agro-pastoralists and small-scale traders living in rural areas, mainly under the control of non-state actors and are unable 
to move out of their place of origin in search of assistance are considered to be the most vulnerable category. Much of the response 
is going to urban areas where access and security are easy. Some partners are operating remotely in the rural areas. Limited access to 
rural areas and partner presence in mainly urban areas has resulted in many people moving to Baidoa town and other urban areas.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 
2017) only 10 per cent of affected people surveyed in South West State believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic 
needs; and 40 per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (26%) or ‘not really’ (14%). When people affected by the crisis in South West State 
were asked if they feel the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 18 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 
35 per cent said ‘’mostly yes’ while a total of 23 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (10%) or ‘not really’ (13%).

IV� Findings from the DINA report

Data was collected in Bay, Bakool and Lower Shabelle regions. With damages amounting to USD 202 million and losses estimated 
at USD 425 million, the total effects of the drought in South West State are expected to exceed USD 628 million. The productive 
sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts for 62.8 percent of all the effects, while the physical (Water & 
Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition and Education), and cross-cutting themes make up 34.9 percent, 
1.1 percent, and 1.2 percent, respectively. The three most affected sectors are Environment & Natural Resource Management, Irrigated 
and Rain-fed Crops, and Livestock, comprising 33.4 percent, 32.8 percent, and 29.5 percent of the total effects, respectively. 

A detailed list of recovery interventions can be found in the Drought Intervention and Recovery Plan, October 2017 to March 2019 
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of the South West State of Somalia. This describes needs by sector and by district, as well as proposing a governance and monitoring 
structure for interventions over 18 months. 

V� Focus areas for response

The demand for continued humanitarian delivery to displaced and vulnerable communities still exist with the situation likely to go 
beyond January 2018 following the below normal performance of the  2017 rains and the continued displacement of people from 
rural areas to major urban centres due to drought conditions and insecurity. 

The state authorities are pushing for drought interventions, recovery planning, and resilience programming against natural hazards 
prevalent in the state to boost the productivity of existing livelihoods by increasing communities’ access to agricultural inputs, 
veterinary services and animal feed; improve production and marketing skills; and create/strengthen market linkages. The authorities 
are advocating for support to communities for diversification of income sources for most vulnerable community members through 
promotion of businesses start-up and self- employment, provision of skills training and support apprenticeships and work placements 
for graduate trainees for IDPs living in the rural areas. This is exemplified in the Drought Intervention and Recovery Plan State 
Strategic Plan which have been developed by the authorities in SWS. 

With a below average performance of the  season, a failed agricultural season means IDPs remaining in settlements for a prolonged 
period and this will overstretch the humanitarian response capacity. Efforts must be put in place to address the push and pull factors 
leading to the migration into urban centres. The districts of Diinsoor, Qansaxdheere, Baidoa and Xudur have been the greatest 
contributors of migrants to Baidoa town.

Response needs to continue to focus on both rural and urban areas. Most people that are impacted by the drought are largely the 
rural pastoralists and agro-pastoralists. 

The access issue in Lower Shabelle due to active conflicts with militant groups on one hand and inter clan conflict on the other need 
to be addressed to curb the outward migration of displaced persons to Afgoye-Mogadishu corridor. Despite security and access 
challenges, there are LNGOs physically present within Lower Shabelle delivering humanitarian assistance in accessible districts in the 
region. Operational partners can use the capacity of these local NGOs to scale up responses and expand coverage to the rural outlets 
of Marka, Barawe, Kunturwarey, Qoryoley and Wanlaweyn districts where accessible.

The shelter cluster estimates that more than 40 per cent of the displaced persons into Baidoa are lacking emergency shelter and 
NFIs. While the number of malnourished children in stabilization centres and those being admitted to nutrition programmes has 
reduced, the malnutrition rates among IDPs are still high. Access to safe water and sanitation services is also a challenge to the 
displaced populations. Protection concerns are on the increase especially with rise in number of GBV cases being reported in the 
IDP settlements. Over 500 cases have been reported in the IDP settlements in Baidoa since beginning of the 2017. The health and 
education facilities and institutions are inadequately equipped and funded to absorb the ever-increasing demand for health and 
education services. 

The authorities and humanitarian partners in SWS consider the following priority areas for emergency and humanitarian response 
to affected and vulnerable communities. 

• WASH (clean & safe water) and sanitation and hygiene promotion including household water treatment services especially in 
the districts of Baidoa, BuurHakaba, Qansax Dheere, Tieglow, Rabdhuure and others where the gaps are high.

• Food & Nutrition support to especially the displaced and vulnerable communities in urban and rural areas.

• Health institutions are well equipped with medical supplies and personnel to respond health hazards especially measles, AWD/
Cholera, malnutrition for children and other common communicable diseases.

• Protection programming especially with focus on provision of emergency shelter due to onset of the  rain season and focus on 
Lower Shabelle’s active conflict of forced displacements.

• Education interventions support to the displaced and vulnerable host community children.
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C� Hirshabelle State
I� The Drought Situation

The  rains of October to December 2017, were poor to average in 
Hirshabelle state. Some livelihood zones in the state particularly 
southern inland and coastal deeh pastoral zones received near to 
average rains and were poorly distributed but good in terms of 
regenerating pasture and providing water for people and livestock. 
However, the rains were poor and below average in riverine and 
agro-pastoral livelihood zones which have negative impact on the 
performance of crops and yields/harvest. 

In Hiraan, the amount of rainfall reported throughout the region 
between late October and November 2017 were below normal to 
average in some locations. The rain gauges in Belet Weyne, Bulo 
burto and Matabaan recorded 78mm in 9 rainy days, 227.5mm in 
6 rainy days and 130mm in 5 rainy days respectively. In Middle 
Shabelle, the amount of rains reported in Jowhar between October 
and November was 166mm which is below average. The average  
rainfall is 250mm while the average rainfall in Somalia is 500mm 
per annum.

Although the  rains brought some relief in the state, the overall,  
rainfall performance in October to November 2017 in most parts 
of Hirshabelle state was roughly below average and insufficient 
to return pasture and water resources throughout the season 
or support crop development for its potential production. The 
ongoing FSNAU post  2017/18 assessment will provide information 
about  season performance, harvests and its impacts. But overall, the drought effects are minimized by the humanitarian action and 
response. The situation still fragile and there is need to continued response with focus on addressing food insecurity, WASH, health 
and nutrition issues.

During this  season, the river level reached its maximum of 6.12m which is 1.18m below high risk of flooding level in Belet Weyne 
gauge and therefore this  season there was no floods in the region. Since July of this year, the river was not low level that affects the 
irrigation system as well as water for the livestock and the people in the region. However, the river level dropped down to 2.8m in 
December in Belet Weyne and 1.9 in Jowhar gauge negatively affecting the irrigation of vegetables and fruit crops. And yet the river 
level is expected to reduce further during the long Jilaal dry season of January to March 2018. It is predicted that the Shabelle river 
will dry up again in this dry Jilaal season from February to March 2018 as the dry season of 2017. This would negatively impact the 
livelihood of riverine farmers of the state as they depend on irrigation crops. SWALIM weather advisory anticipated that the drought 
will persist in the nine livelihood zones in the state namely Haud, southern pastoral, coastal Deeh pastoral & fishing, southern agro-
pastoral, southern high potential agro-pastoral riverine (cropping) and urban.

A more elaborate FSNAU analysis will be produced following the Technical release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanism

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 41 per cent of HirShabelle State population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 
2, 3 and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 2 (61 per cent) while some 8.9 per cent are in emergency phase (IPC 4), suffice 
to mention that all in Hiraan region. Middle Shabelle does not report any vulnerable people in either IPC 3 or 4. The FSNAU post- 
nutrition situation among the Shabelle riverine and Agropastoralist population, while high at 13 per cent GAM. 

Comparing these with the previous assessment, the Post Gu 2017 assessment indicated that GAM and SAM rates in Shabelle Riverine 
areas as 13.1 percent and 2.7 percent respectively. In Shabelle Agro pastoral zone had GAM and SAM at 15.3 percent and 3.7 percent 
respectively. While, Middle Shabelle had over 10, 200 and 3,300 cases moderate and severe acute malnutrition. Overall GAM rates 
were above 15 percent in Shabelle region.  According to FSNAU Post-Gu assessment 2017, Hirshabelle state has about 272,000 people 
in stress (IPC2); 202,000 in crisis (IPC3) and; 59,000 persons classified under emergency (IPC4).  In Hiraan, the pastoral zones were 
the most affected followed by agro-pastoral and riverine zones. Similarly, in Middle Shabelle the most drought affected areas are 
agro-pastoral and riverine zones which affected the overall food production of the state. The FSNAU report of August -December 
2017, noted that Middle Shabelle had about 164,000 people under stress(IPC2), 46,000 people in crisis(IPC3) and no people in 
emergency(IPC4). 

The numbers of cases of suspected AWD/Cholera and measles have increased in the state. Outbreak of suspected AWD/Cholera cases 
reported in Belet Weyne.  As of 21 January 2018, 457 cases were admitted at Belet Weyne CTC for treatment. With collaborated joint 
efforts and coordination among WASH and Health clusters and the local authorities by taking appropriate treatment and preventive 
measures, the AWD/Cholera was contained from further spreading in the region. An alert message was sent to the humanitarians 
and the authorities in all the AWD/Cholera borne areas in the state before the peak of AWD season for response preparedness. There 
has been loss of livestock due to diseases, and drought-related distress migration, due to livestock deaths from parts of the state. On 
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the whole, drought IDPs moved to major towns of the state particularly Jowhar, Belet Weyne, Balcad and Bulo Burto. The distress 
situation increased the displaced people’s susceptibility to diseases. 

According to UNHCR, IDPs in Hirshabelle are estimated 103,120 of which 51,160 are in Hiraan while 51,960 in Middle Shabelle. 
They are the most vulnerable group due to diminishing livelihood options following the drought. The drought condition is also 
compounding the Somali returnees from Yemen and Kenya to the state that are estimated at 1,700 returned to Hiraan. The IDPs 
face protection issues and access to basic services. Local authority in Hiraan reported to the partners that there are 27,600 IDPs in 
54 settlements/camps in Belet Weyne town. In addition, PRMN recorded an estimated 2,200 drought affected IDPs arrived in Belet 
Weyne since January 2017. There are no IDPs profiling and registration that have been undertaken in Hirshabelle state.

According IOM, DTM report, since November 2016 to June 2017 Hiraan region has seen displacement and earlier than usual 
pastoralist movement related to drought, with many moving from rural areas to populated places with a perceived availability of 
services. In late May 2017, DTM estimated 11,800 IDPs in 27 sites in Belet Weyne. In addition, the vulnerabilities of the population 
particularly IDPs and the poor from Belet Weyne because of reduced casual labor, self-employment opportunities and the brokering 
activities of the poor and middle wealth group caused by the refusal of the use of Somali Shilling notes and reduced sales of livestock 
for the export from Belet Weyne livestock market. The refusal of the business people in Belet Weyne to use the Somali currency has 
forced the commercial transactions including transportation to be conducted through mobile money (EVC` and e- Dahab) and USD 
notes has worsened the situation by affecting the livelihoods of the IDPs and poor people.

The prices of basic food commodities remained stable during the last quarter of 2017 attributed to the ongoing cash and in kind 
humanitarian assistance in response to the drought. At the start of  rains in October 2017 there was reduced spending on water 
purchase and expected to continue till late January when the dry Jilaal season is expected to commence. However, due to lack of 
income, people lost their purchasing power and unable to buy essential commodities for their livelihoods, making them vulnerable 
also in the long term. 

The common coping strategies are collecting firewood, construction of poles, laths or sticks, off season cropping including fodder 
for livestock, production of charcoal and limestones. Most of these coping strategies are damaging to the environment, which will be 
detrimental to the long term recovery. Also, the coping mechanism are no longer as effective as in the previous droughts due to the 
reduced market demands as the constructions reduced. All parts of the population have had to rely on remittances and donations 
from well-wishers, loans from relatives, some have had to resort to begging and labor migration to the urban locations, and/or reduce 
the intake of number of meals per say, or going entire days without a meal.

The 2017  rains in October to November provided some temporary relief with some berkeds and natural water catchments being 
filled and temporary improvement in water discharge at boreholes and shallow wells being observed. From late September, water 
prices have been reduced in many locations as the  rains approached. The number of livestock deaths have reduced and weak body 
conditions recovered gradually depending the rainfall amounts of the locations. Drought affected people arriving in urban and peri-
urban areas stopped since Gu rains started.
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III� Posture

The enhanced efforts of the humanitarian partners that began in late 2016, in response to the failed several rainy seasons and coupled 
with hot and dry weather conditions, has prevented the situation in Hirshabelle from developing into a catastrophe or famine. It is 
believed that without coordinated sustained humanitarian assistances, timely alert and mobilizations of resources, the drought would 
have developed into a famine resulting into loss of many lives. The humanitarian response in the state was focused on addressing the 
food insecurity situation caused by the failures of both crop production and pasture, which resulted in reduced livestock production 
and increased prices of the locally produced cereals due to low supply and increased demand. The scaled up responses focused on 
priority sectors of food security, nutrition, water, sanitation, hygiene and health. Food security was delivered in the form of in-
kind assistance and cash, livestock treatments and vaccination, provision of water trucking, vouchers, water treatment as well as 
rehabilitation of water sources, provision of submersed pumps and generators for sustained water supply in rural areas. With the 
increased efforts by health and WASH partners, AWD/Cholera cases have significantly been contained in Hiraan.

The drought responses also included provision of health and nutrition services to the most affected locations of pastoral, agro-
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pastoral, coastal Deeh and riverine in the state region that were accessible. Parts of areas in Belet Weyne district, most of the rural 
areas of Bulo Burto, Jalalaqsi and Maxaas have access challenges due to presence of armed non state elements who impede access for 
both humanitarian and commercial activities. The same applies to Adalla, Adan-yabal and Mahaday in Middle Shabelle.  Limited 
access to remittances to some of the areas mentioned due to insecurity resulting lack of markets and money transfer companies are 
not operational those areas. 

Jalalaqsi district remains the most drought vulnerable area as there are increasing gaps on food security to the affected people and 
Jalalaqsi is the only district where humanitarian assistances were low, particularly as the WFP scope programme was not implemented, 
due to challenges related to access which make Jalalaqsi district as the most affected in the entire region. It suffers from restricted 
road access and a non-functioning airstrip. The humanitarians and the local authority have been advocating for food and livelihood 
assistance to Jalalaqsi district.

Inter clan conflicts, withdrawal of international troops and AMISOM military operations have induced displacements from Moqokori 
and Halgan towns to Belet Weyne town in Hiraan compounding the drought affected communities. Due to inter-clan conflict in the 
Kulmis Yarow, Maqdas and Jameeco Misra in Jowhar and Balcad Districts of Middle Shabelle, the IDPs moved to Jowhar and Balcad 
towns. 

About 90 humanitarian partners operate in Hirshabelle state with seven active clusters coordinated through the regional inter-cluster 
coordination group. There are regional drought committees nominated by the regional authority which have links with national 
drought committees. Besides the humanitarians, there are developmental agencies, and several money-transfer companies in the 
state that operate normally and contribute to the drought response activities. There are reports indicating that there is an increase in 
transactions and money transfers attributed to the drought, especially in the form of remittances from the diaspora.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 
2017) only 2 per cent of affected people surveyed in Hirshabelle believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 
64 per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (26%) or ‘not really’ (38%). When people affected by the crisis in Hirshabelle were asked if 
they feel the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 17 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 33 per cent 
said ‘’mostly yes’ while a total of 29 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (12%) or ‘not really’ (17%).

IV� Findings from the DINA report

With damages amounting to USD 78 million and losses estimated at USD 195 million, the total effects of the drought in Hirshabelle 
are expected to exceed USD 273 million. The productive sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts for 
59.1 percent of all the effects, while the physical (Water & Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition and 
Education), and cross-cutting themes make up 36.9 percent, 2.1 percent, and 1.9 percent, respectively. The two most affected sectors 
are Livestock (sheep/goats, camels) and Environment & Natural Resource Management (xeric shrublands and grasslands, trees lost 
to charcoal production), comprising 46.9 percent and 36 percent of the total effects, respectively. 

Hirshabelle has the capacity for the development of large irrigated agricultural projects and the rehabilitation and re-establishment of 
factories such as the Jowhar sugar factory and the Balcad clothes factory that produced tertiary products from the local production 
of sugar and cotton. Based on field visits to Jowhar, farmers do not have sufficient understanding of moderate farming and market 
requirement standards. Considering this, comprehensive capacity development programs are needed on moderate farming techniques 
and markets. There are inadequate health facilities, especially in Jowhar, and the establishment of hospitals is therefore required. An 
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animal feeding “grass farming” project is recommended for livestock feeding. Re-stocking and donation of animals to vulnerable 
communities is also recommended. Reviving these sectors will promote the resilience of communities to shocks.

V� Focus areas for response

Although increased humanitarian assistance stopped the drought from causing a famine in 2017, the persistent drought continues to 
threaten recovery of normal livelihood patterns, and food insecurity is likely to exist till next Gu season of April to June 2018. Due 
to the fragile situation, all humanitarian partners should continue the scaled up humanitarian responses that prevents famine till the 
drought situation ends and livestock body conditions and crop harvest improve.

Going forward, slight reduction in prices for food, livestock and water is expected due to some off-season harvests and food aid to 
affected communities.    

With the likely persistent drought going forward, the most affected people will be the agro-pastoral followed by pastoralists and 
riverine livelihood zones in Belet Weyne district because of below average  rainfall in these livelihood zones.

In Hiraan, the majority of the affected and needy population are expected to be in Jalalaqsi district where there is gap in humanitarian 
assistance and Belet Weyne agro-pastoral and riverine groups due to poor  rains. In Middle Shabelle majority of the affected people 
are in Jowhar, Balcad and Adalla. There is a good number of vulnerable and drought affected people in Mahaday and Adanyabaal, 
though access is a pit challenge.  Therefore, the responses should focus more on the rural areas of these districts, as well as the urban 
livelihoods that depend on broker of livestock and agricultural products which are failed. 

According to the authorities and humanitarian partners in HirShabelle, they consider the following priority areas for emergency and 
humanitarian response to affected and vulnerable communities. 

• WASH (clean and safe water) and sanitation and hygiene promotion in all accessible districts and locations in HirShabelle state 
where the gaps and negative impacts are high due to outbreaks of diseases. Need for sustained WASH solution through drilling 
boreholes.

• Food & Nutrition support to the affected populations in the state particularly the IDPs and vulnerable communities in the urban 
and rural areas.

• Health facilities that are well equipped with medical equipment, supplies and qualitied personnel to respond health threats 
particularly measles, AWD/Cholera, malnutrition for children and pregnant women and other common communicable diseases.

• Protection integration into programmes with focus on the protection of the vulnerable displaced people from abuses and 
exploitations and provision of emergency shelters. The poor targeting of the IDPs is due to lack of effective protection activities 
that safeguard the IDPs to assure receiving their entitlements during the distribution of the assistances. 

• Education interventions support to the displaced and vulnerable host community children. Education cannot wait till the end 
of the crisis. 
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D� Galmudug State
I� The Drought Situation

According the November FEWSNET Seasonal Monitor, in the 
central regions, some  rainfall was reported in most areas between 
mid and late October, with the exception of Hobyo District where 
little to no rainfall was received. Even in areas that received rainfall, 
the total cumulative amounts were below average. The October rains 
temporarily improved rangeland conditions and supported the 
germination of cowpea crops, but improvements were short-lived 
and cowpea crops have experienced moisture stress due to limited 
rainfall after germination. Satellite-derived rainfall estimates by 
RFE indicate light to moderate rainfall of 25-100 millimeters (mm) 
were received in most parts of Galgaduud region. A more elaborate 
FSNAU analysis will be produced following the Technical release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

The drought has resulted in massive displacement of pastoralists 
to urban and peri-urban areas in Galgaduud and south Mudug 
regions due to the loss of their livestock. The majority of them have 
established new IDP camps and others have joined their relatives 
and protracted IDP settlements in search for assistance.

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 55.5 per cent of 
Galmudug population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 2, 3 
and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 3 (60 per cent) while a 
significant 10 per cent are in emergency phase (IPC 4). The FSNAU 
post- nutrition situation among the Galkacyo IDP population is 
the highest in all of Somalia at a concerning 21.8 per cent GAM, 4.8 per cent SAM and 11.5 per cent MUAC. Comparing these with 
the previous assessment, following the poor performance of Gu rains between May and June 2017, thousands of pastoralists migrated 
out of Galmudug with their remaining livestock to areas in Puntland and Somaliland. Some proceeded to Hiraan region in search of 
Pasture and water for their livestock. This has resulted in increased family separation where women, children and elderly people have 
moved to IDP settlements in search of humanitarian assistance. In November 2017, pastoralists who had migrated from Galmudug 
to areas in Puntland and Somaliland in May and June, started to return with their livestock. They proceeded to areas that have 
received better  rains in Mudug and Galgaduud regions since the beginning of November 2017. The body conditions of the livestock 
are getting better and recovering.  

Findings from FSNAU assessment on nutrition situation of IDPs in Dhusamareeb district in 2017  is Serious (14.8% GAM and 3.6% 
SAM). This represents a statistically significant improvement from Critical prevalence of GAM (33.4%) seen in June 2017. Morbidity 
remains high among IDPs in Dhusamareeb (45.0% in November 2017 compared to 58.9% in June 2017)

Result of FSNAU 2017  assessment of IDPs in Galkacyo recorded a 21.8 percent GAM and 4.8 percent SAM of which indicate 
a sustained Critical nutrition compared to June 2017 (Gu) when GAM and SAM prevalence were 21.6 percent and 4.1percent, 
respectively. At 48.9 percent, morbidity rates in Galkacyo IDP settlement during November 2017 was among the highest among IDPs 
across in Somalia. The Critical nutrition situation among IDPs Galkacyo is partly linked to high morbidity, measles outbreak, low 
immunization coverage, continuous arrival of new IDPs who are destitute, limited access to humanitarian.

The AWD outbreak reported earlier this year has sharply declined compared to six months ago. However, morbidity incidences in 
the two weeks prior to the assessments were high in Galkacyo (48.9%), Dhusamareeb (45%), AWD/Cholera cases remain normal 
trend since past 4 four months and the CTCs in Cadaado and Caabud Waaq districts in Galgaduud region had been closed in July/
August 2017 following the decline of the suspected cases.  According to health cluster, 4,106 suspected AWD/Cholera cases have been 
recorded in Galgaduud region particularly (Cadaado, Caabud Waaq, and Dhusamareeb districts and some in Ceeldheer between 
weeks 1-50 January -17 December 2017. During the period, 22 deaths cases had been reported. Nearly 70 of the drought and conflict 
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displaced people in 56 newly established IDP settlements lack water and sanitation facilities and also 80 of them practice open 
defecations according to inter-agency assessment conducted in Galgduud region in July/August 2017. 

Data from WHO indicates increased measles outbreak in September and October in Gaalkacyo district districts such as Mogadishu, 
Gaalkacyo, Qardho and Baidoa (Figure 1) which highlights the increased risk of further outbreak in the absence of adequate 
immunization.

According to finding from inter-agency assessment conducted between 30 July – 5 August, 2017 in Galgaduud region, an estimated 
168,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) are in urban and peri-urban areas in Galgaduud region. Of these, 78 per cent were 
displaced due to drought and conflict between November/December 2016 and July 2017, while 22 per cent are protracted IDPs. The 
majority of the displaced are women, children and the elderly. Following the influx of people, 56 new IDP settlements have been 
established over the past 8 months in Cadaado, Baxdo, Galinsor, Caabud Waaq, Marjiicely Balambale, Godinlable, Dhusamareeb and 
Guriceel in Galgaduud region.  The assessment also found that, nearly 35,000 pastoralists migrated from Galgduud region to areas in 
Puntland, Somaliland and Hiraan region, with their livestock in search of pasture and water in June and July 2017 following below 
average Gu rains. The migration of pastoralists resulted in increased separation of families. Women, children and elderly people 
mostly moved to the IDPs in search of assistance. 

Water prices peaked during January and April 2017 where one water tanker truck with capacity of 8,000 liters costed between $250-
300 depending on the distance. Following Gu and  rains in 2017, water prices return to normal. The affected populations had access 
to the water points despite the limited access to clean water in the new IDP settlements in parts of Galgaduud region (Cadaado, and 
Guri Ceel towns)

Livestock deaths peaked between November 2016 and April 2017 due to lack of pasture, water and related diseases. An estimated 65 
percent loss of the livestock believed lost in Galmudug according to the authorities. Following GU rains in May and June 2017, the 
livestock deaths declined despite the below average of the rains. According to FSNAU, Market update on November 2017, Livestock 
prices increased (15-38%) in central (Mudug and Galgaduud regions) due to improved livestock body conditions and reduced supply 
as pastoralist tend to reduce the number of livestock they sell during good seasons.

In central areas, although the key staple consumed is imported rice and prices are stable, below-average ToT are driven by low 
livestock prices. In Gaalkacyo of Mudug, the sale of local quality goat bought 55 kg of rice compared to the five-year average of 74 
kg. Similarly, in Dhusamareeb of Galgadud, the sale of a goat brought 35 kg of red rice, down from the five-year average of 47 kg. 

III� Posture

The major copying mechanisms adopted by the affected people include: joining the IDP settlements; relying on relatives; receiving 
assistance from the humanitarian community, local people, and the diaspora; and migration to other areas.

On 29 November 2016, Former president of Galmudug created a state level drought committee under the leadership of the Minister 
of Humanitarian Affairs of Galmudug. The committee in collaboration with the local and state authorities played a significant role in 
conducting frequent monitoring missions, coordinated interventions from the charity organizations, business sector and Diaspora 
for support to the affected people. Apart from the committee, the Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, several line miniseries and local 
authorities in Mudug and Galgaduud region had closely collaborated with the humanitarian partners in terms of delivery of aid, 
advocacy, participated joint assessments and coordination meetings at state and regional levels. 

Remittances operate well in Galmudug, except in areas under the control of non-state actors.  People in these areas are sent assistance 
through mobile money from their relatives.

In 2017, humanitarian partners scaled up cash based interventions to the drought affected people in remote areas and also to the 
IDPs.

Presence of non-state actors in Xarardheere district in Mudug region, and Ceel Dheer and Ceel Buur districts in Galgaduud region, 
have resulted access constraints for humanitarian actors. 

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 
2017) only 7 per cent of affected people surveyed in Galmudug believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 
53 per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (24%) or ‘not really’ (39%). When people affected by the crisis in Galmudug were asked if 
they feel the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 10 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 12 per cent 
said ‘’mostly yes’ while a total of 56 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (22%) or ‘not really’ (34%).
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DOCC team from Mogadishu conducted missions to Cadaado (Galgaduud region) and Gaalkacyo Mudug region for coordination 
meeting and assess emerging drought situation of the drought displaced people. Cluster meetings and inter-agency missions had 
frequently conducted for monitoring drought responses and related impacts.  Despite the limited capacity of the authorities in terms 
of resources, the ministry of Humanitarian Affairs and the regional and district local authorities played a significant role with regard 
to coordination arrangements, responses, advocacy and support in liaising with humanitarian partners.

The assistance from Diaspora and non-traditional humanitarian actors peaked between December 2016 and May 2017 but decline 
after wards following the onset of Gu rains May-June.  Diaspora and nontraditional humanitarian had significant role who provided 
food, cash and non-food assistance during the course of the drought with the overall coordination by the local authorities and 
drought committees. In addition to this, local media had played a vital role in promoting and encouraging the locals and business 
sector to stand up for assisting the drought displaced people in Galmudug.

An estimated 30,400 drought and conflict displaced children in south Mudug and Galgaduud regions lack schooling support 
according to education cluster assessment conducted on August/September 2017. The assessment indicates that drought had resulted 
in 19.8% decrease of school enrollment in Mudug region and 13.3% school drop out in Galgaduud region.

IV� Findings from the DINA report

Based on data collected in Galgaduud region and the southern half of Muduug region, drought damages are amounting to USD 
127 million and losses estimated at USD 269 million. The total effects of the drought in Galmudug are expected to exceed USD 395 
million. The productive sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts for 60.1 percent of all the effects, while 
the physical (Water & Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition and Education), and cross-cutting themes 
make up 37.8 percent, 1.1 percent, and 1 percent, respectively. 

The two most affected sectors are Livestock (sheep/goats, camels), and Environment & Natural Resource Management, comprising 
58.3 percent and 35.4 percent of the total effects, respectively. Livestock is the main source of income and food in the state. More than 
six out of 10 of the livestock population was lost during the drought. The absence of pasture and fodder has been identified as the 
main reason for damages and losses in this sector. The introduction of drought-resilient pasture has been identified as a need in the 
state. The establishment of sufficient water sources and water catchments is also a necessary intervention. 

Galmudug is one of the newest formed states located in the center of Somalia and has the potential to expand and develop a 
strong livestock exportation industry with focus on sustainable range management, exploitation of subsurface water resources and 
development of standardized market facilities.

V� Focus areas for response 
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E� Puntland State
I� The Drought Situation

Puntland like other parts of Somalia continues to experience 
prolonged drought due to the failure or to poor rains in the past 
six consecutive seasons. With only the Gu’ 2015 rainfall recording 
relative near normal of 15 – 45 mm,  2015/16 and Gu’ 2016 rainfalls 
were less than 75 – 45 and 45 – 15 mm respectively. This was again 
complicated by another below normal  2016/17 of less than 75 to 
45 mm rainfall.4 This is compared to 45 – 75 mm rainfall in normal 
seasons. 

The Gu’ rainy season in April – June 2017 was below normal in more 
than 50% of Puntland livelihood zones according to HADMA.  The 
FEWSNET/FSNAU joint alert warning issued on 10 Nov 2017, also 
indicated that rainfall in October which is the key month of the 
rainy season where 50% of the rainfall occurs, was below average 
in the south and little or no rain in most parts of Puntland, as well 
as the rest of the country.5 Similarly, on 29 November, HADMA 
correctly reported that  rainfall which normally occurs from 
October to December was poor in terms of coverage, intensity 
and frequency. In average terms, 52% of Puntland still remains in 
drought as a result of the poor rains.

HADMA’s findings were reaffirmed by FEWSNET and FSNAU 
in their June 2017 Food Security outlook which indicated that 
Gu rainfall was well below average in many areas of Somalia and 
Puntland.  Furthermore, HADMA drought field monitoring report 
issued on 11 November, indicated that about 70% of Puntland did not receive  rains in Sep – Oct 2017 except parts of Hawd and 
Coastal livelihood zones of Nugaal, Mudug and Sool regions. There is a critical water shortage in many parts of Sool / Nugaal, Sanaag 
and parts of Bari regions according to HADMA early warning report issued in November. As a result, the price of water continues 
to increase to $5 per 200 litre drum of water ($200 for 40 drums tanker) and most of the Berkeds are empty in all rural settlements 
in these regions. 

Despite the subsequent scale up of humanitarian response and the gains made during the 2nd and the 3rd quarters of 2017, below 
average Gu’ rains and poor rains of the current  season have caused persistent drought conditions in many parts of Puntland. A more 
elaborate FSNAU analysis will be produced following the Technical release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 61 per cent of Nugaal and Bari population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 
2, 3 and 4, while an additional 64 per cent of those in Sool and Sanaag are also acutely food insecure. Some 11 per cent of the food 
insecure are in Nugaal and Bari are in emergency phase (IPC 4) while a significant 21.4 are in Sool and Sanaag. The FSNAU post- 
nutrition situation among the Northern Inland Pastoral population is also concerning with 15.6 per cent, a high of 21.9 per cent 
among Qardho IDPs in Bari and 17.6 per cent Garowe IDPs for GAM. MUAC is 14.0 per cent among NIP or 22 per cent in Qardho. 

Comparing these with the previous assessment, despite the findings of FEWSNET/FSNAU Post Gu’ Somalia Seasonal Assessment in 
June and July 2017 indicate a slight improvement in food security compared to the figures projected for April-June 2017, the overall 
nutrition situation in Somalia continued to deteriorate, especially in northern and central parts of Somalia. As a result, FEWSNET 
and FSNAU June 2017 Food Security outlook indicated that Northern Inland Pastoral along with other livelihood zones is of greatest 
concern where Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected through January 2018. The FEWSNET/FSNAU Post Gu’ seasonal 
assessment outcome shows that more than 1.5 million people in Bari, Nugaal, Mudug, Sool and Sanaag regions are in need of 
humanitarian assistance with 845,000 people are in Crisis (IPC3) and Emergency (IPC4) which is expected to continue through 
December 2017. 

According to the latest  (November) 2017 FSNAU assessment, the nutrition situation regarding Qardho IDPs is at a critical level of 
GAM (21.9 %) and a serious level of SAM (2.7%). The situation shows a sustained critical level of malnutrition amongst IDPs in 
Qardho compared to same time in  2016 (15.2%) and Gu 2017 (19.4%). The GAM rate in Qardho IDP also represents an increase 
from 19.4% reported in June 2017. The factors contributing to increase in malnutrition rates are high morbidity including measles 
and AWD outbreaks.  Although Bossaso IDPs have seen an improvement in malnutrition situation of 3.9% reduction in GAM since 
June (Gu) 2017, the 2017  assessment result shows a GAM prevalence of 14.7% which is still serious and a SAM prevalence of 2.3 %( 
Alert).

It should be noted as a matter of concern that the nutrition situation in Garowe and Galkacyo has been at sustained critical levels 
since 2013 The same critical level holds true for Qardho IDPs since  2016.

The overall nutrition assessments analysis among the IDPs in Somalia indicate a modest improvement of the nutrition situation 
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when compared with results from 2017 Gu season. This is with the exception of Qardho, Garowe, Galkacyo and Mogadishu IDPs 
which show sustained Critical nutrition situation. The overall median GAM prevalence among IDPs across Somalia in 2017  season 
(November) is 14.3 percent, compared to 18.1 percent in June 2017 and 14.4 percent in November 2016.

Currently, the overall nutrition situation in Somalia indicates that 22 149 children <5 yrs. are estimated to be acutely malnourished. 
This represents a nearly 30 percent decrease compared to Gu 2017 prevalence estimates. 5 200 Children <5 yrs are suffering from 
Severe Acute Malnutrition and are at higher risk of death and disease, a decrease of 46 % from Gu 2017.

FSNAU Post  food security assessment outcomes in November reveals Water condition indicates below average water availability in 
most parts of all livelihoods. Extreme water scarcity persists parts of East Golis, Coastal Deeh of Iskushuban (Poor), parts of Addun 
and NIP. The livestock was average (PET score: 3) for all Livelihood zones with exception of eastern Addun and lower part of C. Deeh 
where PET score is 2 while migration; opportunistic normal migration within   livelihood. No diseases outbreak of livestock reported 
but incidence of small pox for small ruminants have increased in NIP

 2017 rainfall received was below average in most livelihoods (-15 to -105 mm dif) with the exception most parts of Hawd, East Golis 
of Qandala, pockets in NIP and Coastal Deeh of Bari region which received average (-15 to 45 mm diff). Start of the rains: Rainfall 
started on September 2017). Spatial and Temporal distribution: Distribution over space and time was poor in all livelihoods.

The drought was also associated with infectious diseases such as AWD/cholera and measles. A total of 13,557 cases with 178 deaths 
were reported in Puntland in 2017 according to MOH. Despite the sharp decline of AWD outbreak compared to six months ago, 
morbidity incidences in the two weeks prior to the assessments Galkacyo recorded the highest levels across Somalia with (48.9%) 
and Qardho (43.7%) in the third level throughout the country. According to WHO AFP Surveillance report, 6,318 Suspected Measles 
cases were reported in Puntland in 2017. The measles outbreak was alarmed in March 2017 (Week 10). The measles outbreak has 
left 100 children are at risk disability of or death. Majority of the case were aged 4 years and below. The highest number of cases was 
reported from Galkacyo, Burtinle, Bossaso and Garowe.

Populations in especially the rural and pastoral communities with the Northern Inland Pastoral Livelihood zone (Sool, Sanaag, Bari, 
and Nugaal regions) are badly hit and remain the most affected livelihood zone. FEWSNET and FSNAU, in their June 2017 Food 
Security, indicated that Northern Inland Pastoral areas, along with other livelihood zones, is of greatest concern, and Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected through January 2018.6 

Livestock assets on which majority of rural and pastoral communities solely depend, have been considerably depleted due to increased 
sale and mortality, extreme reduction in livestock production and reproduction,7 as well as the decline in livestock vis-a-vis cereal 
terms of trade. These have increased indebtedness in the communities. 

HADMA estimates that 32,000 drought-induced pastoral destitute IDP families have moved into rural villages and some into main 
urban centers. This number is expected to rise as the situation continues to deteriorate. According to HADMA, an estimated 58% of 
livestock holdings were lost because of the drought in Puntland, with Hawd, Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP) and Adduun Livelihood 
zones constituting 60 -70% of the livestock deaths.8

According to HADMA’s drought field monitoring report issued on 11 November 2017, most of the population in Puntland does not 
have access to adequate food and income, apart from those who receive humanitarian assistance. The report indicated that more than 
20,000 households mostly nomads, in about 15 districts visited are in need of emergency water trucking as most of the rural Berkads 
are empty, and the price of water had doubled compared to normal seasons (where the price of 200 litre of water ranges from USD 4 
to 5). As a result, more pastoral and rural families continue to be displaced, requiring lifesaving humanitarian assistance. In addition, 
the devaluation of the local Somali Shillings against the dollars and the rejection of the Somali bank notes by businesses throughout 
Puntland, further compound the current deteriorating drought situation.

The most vulnerable areas in Puntland are Bari, Nugaal, Sool, Sanaag and Mudug regions, with the Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP) and 
most of coastal Deeh being the most vulnerable in terms of livelihood zone. Pastoralists, IDPs including drought-induced displaced, 
and poor coastal communities are among the most affected. Since the majority of those affected by the drought are pastoralists, who 
have suffered massive loss of their livelihood assets, they constitute the most vulnerable group and should be targeted for support in 
order to prevent further deterioration in food security and more displacement. 
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IDPs, mainly the protracted IDPs in urban centers with alarming malnutrition levels, as well as those currently displaced by the 
drought are also considered to be the second vulnerable groups to target. Three out of four major IDPs settlements in Puntland 
showed critical prevalence of over 15% of acute malnutrition (Global Acute Malnutrition-GAM ≥ 15%) according to FSNAU 
Nutrition update issued in November 2017. With Qardho, Galkacyo and Garowe showing critical prevalence of acute malnutrition 
rates of 21.9%, 21.7% and 17.6% respectively.  Most of these IDPs are dependent on humanitarian assistance and their condition will 
deteriorate without sustained assistance and a medium and long term durable solutions. 

The coastal fishing community, the third vulnerable group, have been seriously affected by drought, coupled with loss of access to 
fishing activities due to piracy and anti – piracy operations along the coast. 

In addition, there are many vulnerable families among the urban poor in areas currently identified to be in IPC3 (crisis) that need to 
be protected as well. 

With the prolonged drought, loss of livelihood assets, limited access to food and income, lack of access to clean drinking water, proper 
shelter and durable solution, limited adequate primary health care, and adequate nutrition intake as well as increasing destitution are 
major vulnerabilities among the population. 

The coping mechanisms of these population groups, especially the pastoralist who are in the majority, have been stretched beyond 
limit.  In the pastoral and rural communities, most of the petty traders who rely on loans to boost their businesses have defaulted 
on such loans because they cannot repay the excessive debts accrued in the past two years.  While the above trade practices almost 
been rendered standstill because of the drought, other social support mechanisms among the rural and pastoral communities, such 
as gifts and external remittances from relatives, have dramatically decreased and/or exhausted due to reduced livestock herd–size 
and production. 

Therefore, the drought is locally referred to as Sima (leveler), literally meaning that it has equally affected all social groups. The main, 
and probably the only, coping mechanism of these vulnerable population groups is humanitarian assistance.

III� Posture

The scale up of the response to the drought in the 2nd and mid-3rd quarter of 2017 substantially covered most of the drought affected 
regions in Puntland. The Nutrition, Food Security, WASH and Health clusters were among the key life–saving clusters that received 
donor funds for the drought. Most of the drought response projects ended by August 2017 with few of them set to end by November 
2017. The nutrition cluster received considerable amount of funds in the first quarter of the pre-famine response. However, the 
funds received (SHF funds) will end in November 2017. Partners believe, and are advocating that additional SHF funds are needed 
to continue the projects since the impact of the drought is still being felt despite the reported rains. Partners that have received SHF 
funds include SCI, WVI and Care International; they cover 90% of the nutrition scale up plan, while the remaining 10% is covered 
by IRF/DFID. The IRF projects also terminated at the end of August 2017. Hence continuation of nutrition intervention is crucial to 
addressing the current malnutrition in Puntland. In addition, Education cluster / EiEWG (UNICEF, SCI, IR, and NRC) is active and 
providing Education assistance to 228 schools in all Puntland Regions. EiEWG received funds mainly from SHF, CERF, UNICEF 
Global Thematic and Education Cannot Wait initiative.  EiEWG provided lifesaving assistance and educational assistance including 
school feeding, capacity development for EiE management and TLMs and teacher remuneration. EiE assistance funds ended or 
almost to end thus provision of funds is crucial for continuation of support at least till end of the current academic year.

There are more than 100 partners operating in Puntland, with varying capacities and resources across 7 key regional clusters 
currently operational in 3 regional hubs: in Garowe for Nugaal and Sool regions; in Bossaso for Bari and Eastern Sanaag regions; 
and North Gaalkacyo for North Mudug. These regional clusters have regular bi–weekly and monthly coordination meetings, with 
some of them closely coordinated with key government line ministries. The protection cluster was activated in August 2017 due to 
increased protection concerns for IDPs including drought displaced pastoralists in drought affected regions. The CCCM cluster was 
also launched in Garowe on 17 December 2017 to address gaps and coordinate response and service provision in IDPs settlements.

WHO continues is supporting Health Cluster coordination in Puntland. Most Emergency Integrated Health, nutrition and WASH 
projects ended in December 2017 except IRF5 (SCI), which has extension until March 2017 which is causing funds gaps to continue 
responding emergency Health crisis in Puntland.

WHO and UNICEF in collaboration with Ministry of Health conducted Measles Campaign in between 2-6 January 2018 to respond 
the Measles outbreak in Puntland.  933,406 children aged from 6 months to 10 years were vaccinated against measles, reaching 92% 
coverage of the whole campaign  

According to FSNAU Post  food security assessment outcomes in November posture condition reveals average in rained areas of all 
livelihoods, but below average and poor in most parts of Coastal Deeh, Addun and NIP livelihoods

Drought Operations Coordination Centre (DOCC) was set up in Garowe in March to strengthen coherence in response through 
Cluster teams, improve in planning, response, monitoring of drought operations as well as building synergies among various 
actors. Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management Agency (HADMA) and OCHA coordinate both the Regional Inter-Cluster 
Coordination Group meeting and the General Humanitarian Coordination forum every month. These meetings bring together 
the regional cluster focal points and all partners operating in Puntland respectively. The table below shows operational presence of 
partners by 6 active clusters as of November 2017 across various regions in Puntland.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 



STATE-BY-STATE DROUGHT ANALYSIS 2018

30

2017) only 3 per cent of affected people surveyed in Puntland believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 
66 per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (19%) or ‘not really’ (47%). When people affected by the crisis in Puntland were asked if they 
feel the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 3 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 33 per cent said 
‘’mostly yes’ while a total of 38 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (8%) or ‘not really’ (30%).

IV� Findings from the DINA report 

With damages amounting to USD 310 million and losses estimated at USD 624 million, the total effects of the drought in Puntland 
are expected to exceed USD 934 million. The productive sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts 
for 62.7 percent of all the effects, while the physical (Water & Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition 
and Education), and cross-cutting themes make up 31.1 percent, 0.8 percent, and 1.2 percent, respectively. The two most affected 
sectors are Livestock, and Environment & Natural Resource Management, comprising 62.7 percent and 29 percent of the total effects, 
respectively. 

Puntland has a large livestock sector with the capacity to increase the quantity and quality of its livestock exports, as well as to develop 
a value addition industry such as leather tanning and the design and production of leather products. Field visits to Puntland revealed 
that the majority of pastoralists have lost their livestock due to the lack of grazing land and water, leading to a reluctance to rear 
livestock. Therefore, a restocking process will need to be undertaken, as well as the promotion of other industries such as growing 
Moxor (frankincense) and sherries. More losses in crops are also expected.

V� Focus areas for response

With the failure of the  rains, the Vice President or Puntland issued and drought declaration and an appeal in November 2017. This 
preceded an earlier appeal released by HADMA in August 2017 in response to the ongoing drought.

After consultation with government and humanitarian partners, the consensus is that response should focus on vulnerable groups 
identified above: pastoralists, IDPs both protracted and drought-induced, including coastal fishing communities. The table below 
shows the geographical priority areas for any current drought response. The inputs in the table is a culmination of a collective 
consultation exercise involving Puntland government officials and humanitarian organizations (including cluster focal points). 

Sanaag and Sool region are among regions under IPC 4 threshold and dependent on aid and needs especial attention in terms of 
priority response toward Continue life-saving   assistance is required. - Famine-prevention interventions must be sustained to protect 
fragile gains and prevent the situation from further deteriorating. Extreme food security outcomes will persist as two more below-
average seasons are projected by FEWS NET in Most Likely scenario. With projected deterioration of the drought situation, more 
support is needed.  Strengthen resources mobilize effort and advocacy among donors to sustain response. Pastoral communities are 
threatened with the ensuing lack of income. 
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VI� Priority areas for response and justification
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F� Sool and Sanaag
I� The Drought Situation

Sool and Sanaag experienced over five consecutive seasons of below 
normal rains since  2015 as evidenced by the FSNAU assessments. 
The FSNAU post Gu assessments of 2017 were equally poor.  

The situation did not improve with the  rains of 2017.  FEWSNET 
November seasonal monitor indicated that in general below 
average and poorly distributed late rains occurred in September 
and October in the northwest. Some localized light rainfalls were 
however received. 

Sanaag received localized light rainfall while areas around it 
received light to moderate rains. 

In Sool, rain was relatively better in Hawd Pastoral livelihood 
zone compared to the Northern Inland Pastoral region. The 
rains in both zones was however below average. Although the 
rains in general brought temporary relief in terms of pasture and 
water availability, they were short-lived and below average. If the 
forecasted below average Gu in 2018 among the Somali people is 
realized, the situation will further deteriorate (FSNAU- FEWSNET 
Somalia Food Security Outlook October 2017 to May 2018).  A 
more elaborate FSNAU analysis will be produced following the 
Technical release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 64 per cent of Sool 
and Sanaag population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 2, 3 and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 3 (45 per cent) while 
a very significant 21.4 per cent are in emergency phase (IPC 4). The FSNAU post- nutrition situation among the Northern Inland 
Pastoral population is also concerning with 15.9 per cent GAM and 14.0 per cent MUAC. 

Comparing these with the previous assessment, according to the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) of released on 31 August 2017, 0.573 million people in Sool and Sanaag (or 65 
per cent of the population) were in need of some form of humanitarian assistance until the end of 2017. This includes approximately 
358,000 people who face acute food insecurity, or are in “Crisis” (IPC Phase 3) and “Emergency” (IPC Phase 4), or 40 per cent. 
The assessment indicated that acute malnutrition had worsened with several population groups in the area.  These include rural 
communities in Guban Pastoral, Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP), and Hawd Pastoral. 

Sool and Sanaag have not been spared from severe shortages of water for livestock and human consumption, along with huge 
food consumption gaps that led to large population displacement. The Protection and Return Monitoring Network reported 
that some 151,097 people have been displaced in Sool and Sanaag between January and November 2017, of which 150,540 are 
drought-displaced.9 The increase in migration has caused separation of families, with pastoralists reportedly leaving behind women, 
children and the elderly in their original settlements. IDPs in Sool and Sanaag lack access to clean and safe drinking water and 
sanitation facilities. The growing number of IDPs as a result of the deteriorating drought condition is exacerbated by the obvious 
breakdown of the community protection mechanism and the political standoff on control of Sool and Sanaag, resulting in the 
absence of comprehensive strategies to address protection needs and strengthen protection monitoring to ensure that accountability 
mechanisms are in place.

The drought has particularly resulted in the depletion of livestock assets due to death and distress sales. As a result, affected families 
are reducing the number of meals per day, with more people seeking loans to purchase food, while others are migrating to other areas 
with water and pasture. Vulnerability increases or those who cannot transport their remaining weak livestock. Districts particularly 
affected include Caynabo, Sool Region, where 98 percent households indicated a decrease in the variety of foods consumed, and 99 
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percent of households in Caynabo reported a decrease in food quality.10

The drought brought with it increases in prices of staple foods. 

The AWD/Cholera outbreak in the area also affected Sool and Sanaag. Reports of a measles outbreak in 2017 were also confirmed in 
Sool with 20 percent of the suspected measles samples collected from Karin Dabaylweyn and Qabribayah in Laascanood district of 
Sool region confirmed positive.11

Sool and Sanaag regions are disputed regions which sometimes affect delivery of service to its neighbors when fighting flares up. 
Access remains a challenge. There is hopes that, for Somaliland, access will improve following an agreement between them and 
‘Khaatumo state’ in Caynabo on 21 October 2017 to halt all internal grievances, animosities or hostilities. 

III� Posture

The drought response capacity of the Sool and Sanaag alone is limited. It benefits from support from both Somaliland and Puntland 
who both have interests in the land. 

Humanitarian organisations from both Somaliland and Puntland can access people affected by the drought in Sool and Sanaag 
without impediment, but some raise security concerns. The UN footprint in Sool and Sanaag is limited due to a previous agreement 
with authorities that limits their footprint.  

The attached map shows the partners that are providing response in Sool and Sanaag implementing programmes including nutrition, 
WASH, health and food security. Humanitarian organizations have been supporting with drought response.  

WASH response to the drought displaced IDP sites is a major concern according to the WASH November 2017 dashboard. Many of 
the IDPs in Sool and Sanaag are forced to drink brackish water as they are unable to buy water from water traders.  In additions, there 
are no adequate latrines in IDP settlements resulting in practice of open defecation, which leads to outbreak of diseases.

IV� Focus areas for response

In general, the impact of the drought continues in Sool and Sanaag, and the  rains for 2017 were below normal in the region.   
According to FSNAU post Gu 2017 assessment both regions in Emergency (IPC 4), with a small bit in IPC 3.  As a result, needs 
are expected to grow in 2018 as the dry Jilaal season sets in. Thus the need for strengthening coordination mechanisms to support 
information sharing and advocacy efforts to sustain the provision of humanitarian assistance and protection services is crucial. There 
will also be the need to develop livelihood and resilience building programmes to address and mitigate acute needs Sool and Sanaag.
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G� Somaliland
I� The Drought Situation

Somaliland experienced over four consecutive seasons of below 
normal rains since  2015. According to FSNAU post Gu 2017 
assessments, below average rains were received in parts of Hawd, 
East Golis, northwest agro-pastoral areas and Togdheer agro-
pastoral regions. Poor rains were also received in Guban Pastoral 
region and Parts of NIP.

The situation did not improve with the  rains of 2017.  FEWSNET 
November seasonal monitor indicated that in general below 
average and poorly distributed late rains occurred in September 
and October in the northwest. For instance, localized light rainfall 
was received in Togdheer, with HAWD pastoral region, Buhodle, 
east Golis pastoral region and Sheikh district receiving moderate 
rainfall in October. 

Sanaag received localized light rainfall while areas in East Golis 
and Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP) in Erigavo district received 
light to moderate rains. 

In Sool, rain was relatively better in Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone 
compared to the Northern Inland Pastoral region, however the 
rains in both zones was below average.

Although the rains in general brought temporary relief in terms of pasture and water availability, they were short-lived and below 
average. If the forecasted below average Gu in 2018 in Somaliland (FSNAU- FEWSNET Food Security Outlook October 2017 to May 
2018) is realized, the situation will further deteriorate.  A more elaborate FSNAU analysis will be produced following the Technical 
release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 49 per cent of Awdal, Togdheere and Woqooyi Galbeed population is acutely food 
insecure in IPC phases 2, 3 and 4, while an additional 64 per cent of those in Sool and Sanaag are also acutely food insecure. Some 
11 per cent of the food insecure are in Awdal, Togdheer and Woqooyi Galbeed population are in emergency phase (IPC 4) while a 
significant 21.4 are in Sool and Sanaag. The FSNAU post- nutrition situation among the Northern Inland Pastoral population is also 
concerning with 12.6 per cent MUAC. 

Comparing these with the previous assessment, according to the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the Famine 
Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) released on 31 August 201712, more than 1.8 million people in Somaliland (or 52 per 
cent of the population) will be in need of some form of humanitarian assistance until the end of 2017. This includes approximately 
820,000 people who face acute food insecurity, or are in “Crisis” (IPC Phase 3) and “Emergency” (IPC Phase 4), and approximately 
987,000 who are at risk of slipping into acute food insecurity if they do not receive assistance. The assessment indicated that acute 
malnutrition had worsened with several population groups in Somaliland reporting Critical prevalence of acute malnutrition (GAM 
prevalence of 15% or higher) who are in need of urgent nutrition and health support. These include rural communities in Guban 
Pastoral, Northern Inland Pastoral (NIP), and Hawd Pastoral. Of particular concern are the IDP populations in Hargeisa and Berbera. 
Large-scale humanitarian assistance since the beginning of the year prevented more extreme outcomes

Severe shortages of water for livestock and human consumption, along with huge food consumption gaps led to large population 
displacement. The Protection and Return Monitoring Network reported that some 216,000 people have been displaced in Somaliland 
between January and October 2017, of which 204,785 are drought-displaced.13 The increase in migration has caused separation 
of families, with pastoralists reportedly leaving behind women, children and the elderly in their original settlements. The highest 
proportion of recently separated children was reported in Awdal region, of which more than half were reported in Zeylac district.14 

IDPs locations in all regions lack access to clean and safe drinking water and sanitation facilities. The growing number of IDPs as a 
result of the deteriorating drought condition is exacerbated by the obvious breakdown of the community protection mechanism and 
the absence of national strategies to address protection needs and strengthen protection monitoring to ensure that accountability 
mechanisms are in place.

Depletion of livestock assets due to distress sales and mortality has contributed to increased indebtedness and destitution among 
many pastoralists.15 Food stocks and fodder are exhausted. Affected families are reducing the number of meals per day, with more 
people seeking loans to purchase food, while others are migrating to other areas with water and pasture. People who lack the 
resources to transport their remaining weak animals became dependent on the limited assistance organized by local committees and 
clan connections which are clearly not sustainable as the entire community’s resources are exhausted. Districts particularly affected 
include Caynabo, Sool Region, where 98 percent households indicated a decrease in the variety of foods consumed, and 99 percent 
of households in Caynabo reported a decrease in food quality.16

While the 2017 Post-Gu analysis from FSNAU/FEWS NET indicated that cereal production in Somaliland was estimated to be 87% 
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lower than the 2010-2016 average, suggesting that crop dependent households in these districts having little or no food stocks, the data 
from Joint Multi-Cluster Needs Assessment (JMCNA) indicates that some Somaliland districts such as Burco and Gebiley have lower 
than average food stocks and other districts, like Zaylac and Borama have well above average. This, according to JMCNA, suggests 
substantial variation within regions, potentially related to the proportion of the population reliant on agricultural production.17

The prices of staple food in all regions of Somaliland have increased since the onset of the drought. The average prices of most of the 
essential imported commodities such as rice, wheat flour, diesel fuel, sugar and vegetable oil have increased from mild to moderate 
levels due to depreciation of the Somaliland Shilling against the United States Dollar.  However, local cereal prices are expected to 
decline in November with the Gu/Karaan harvest, but remain above average throughout the projection period.18 Sool region have 
reported the largest increase of the cost of Minimum Expenditure Basket (MEB) in urban markets with 27 percent during the third 
quarter of 2017.19 Borama district reported the largest average price increase of key commodities from June to September. Water 
prices have also gone up, especially in the remote areas where natural water resources are dry and water trucking is proven to be a 
logistical challenge. In September 2017, the price of a 200-liter drum of water in Zeylac of Awdal region was 22 percent above last year 
average and 41 percent above the five-year average.20 Available boreholes and other water points are currently over-utilized and are 
at risk of collapsing, though some rehabilitation work have been done to rehabilitate and restore strategic water sources and improve 
water harvesting at the community level. 

AWD/Cholera outbreak claimed the lives of 298 people out of 17,787 cases in Somaliland in 2017. Approximately, 69 percent of all 
cases (and 75 percent of deaths) were reported from Togdheer region21 which was the epicenter of the AWD/cholera outbreak in 
Somaliland. The Somaliland Ministry of Health confirmed the reports of measles outbreak in Sool and Togdheer regions with 20 
percent of the suspected measles samples collected from Karin Dabaylweyn and Qabribayah in Laascanood district of Sool region, 
and 100 percent of the samples collected from Burco district in Togdheer region, were confirmed positive.22

Markets and supply routes in all regions of Somaliland remain open and functional. Sool and Sanaag regions and Buuhoode district 
in Togdheer are disputed regions which sometimes affects delivery of service when fighting flares up. Access remains a challenge in 
Buuhuudle district of Togdheer with hopes that access will improve following an agreement between Somaliland and ‘Khaatumo 
state’ in Caynabo on 21 October 2017 to halt all internal grievances, animosities or hostilities in Somaliland/

In July 2017, the Ministry of livestock of Somaliland declared that the ban on livestock export to Saudi Arabia was [temporarily] lifted 
and that Somaliland will resume the export of livestock to Saudi Arabia.   This was a temporary measure for the Hajj season, and 
ended on 18 August.  The ban, which was imposed by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in December 2016, suspended the importation of 
livestock from Somaliland and the wider Somalia. It has huge economic impact on Somaliland which depends on livestock exports 
for its foreign exchange earnings, and severely affected the livelihood of pastoralists and agro-pastoralist who are already suffering 
from the devastating drought conditions. 

III� Posture

The drought response capacity of the government of Somaliland is limited. The National Disaster Preparedness and Food Reserve 
Authority (NADFOR), which is key government institution in disaster response, lacks the capacity to effectively coordinate and 
respond to worsening drought situation. The lack of clarity on responsibilities and mandates of different government ministries 
and institution like NADFOR and Office of Presidential Charity also undermines the effectiveness of coordination in Somaliland. 
NADFOR is currently in the process of internal reform following the inauguration of the new government in December 2017. The 
reform includes revision of the organization structure to fill the gaps and assume more coordination and response responsibilities; 
creation of aid coordination department; construction of food reserve facility in Berbera; and empowering and strengthening the 
capacity of NADFOR Regional Offices.

In February 2016, the president of Somaliland created a National Drought Response Committee (NDC) (exclusive of the previous 
NERAD) headed by the Vice President to mobilize resources and coordinate response to the drought affected people in Somaliland. 
The committee comprised of government ministers, local businessmen and religious leaders. The committee launched a fund-raising 
initiative and managed to collect over $ 7 Million for the drought response. The money was collected mainly from the private sector 
with contributions from the government and Diaspora groups.  The committee later merged with another committee nominated by 
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the president of Somaliland in May 2017 to undertake recovery activities for the drought affected. The recovery committee collected 
over $ 1 million and supported 9000 farmers’ tractors per hour and seed. 

Somaliland is relatively peaceful compared to the rest of Somalia.   Currently, access is not a major problem in Somaliland and 
humanitarian organizations can access people affected by the drought without impediment, except in few areas where there exist 
security constrains like Buuhoodle district in Togdheer region and currently in Tukaraq village of Lascanood district, Sool region, 
due to the Conflict that erupted between Somaliland and Puntland. 

The humanitarian organizations have been supporting the government in the drought response. Currently, over 72 partners are 
operating in Somaliland23 implementing programmes including nutrition, WASH, health, food security, and Education-in-
Emergencies.  

The food security cluster reported that 547,284 people were reached with improved access to food & safety nets (IASN) in November 
2017. This is 64% of the targeted 854,019 people in Somaliland.

WASH response to the drought displaced IDP sites is a major concern according to the WASH November 2017 dashboard. Many of 
the IDPs particularly those in Sool, Togdheer and Sanaag are forced to drink brackish water as they are unable to buy water from water 
traders. The nearby strategic water sources have dried up and communities trek very long distance in search for drinking water. In 
additions, adequate latrines are not available in some IDP settlements and IDPs practice open defecation, which can lead to outbreak 
of diseases especially AWD or cholera. The communities also do not have means for means for practicing good hygiene practices 
including soap, menstrual hygiene kits, handwashing stations which could further increase their vulnerability to such diseases.

With regard to education, the severe drought currently reported in most regions of Somaliland, including Lughaya district of Awdal 
region, highly affects schooling activities in Somaliland.  The drought can have enormous negative impact in the day-today activities 
of the schools and affect children/students, parents, teachers as well as communities as whole and cause large number of schools to 
be closed.

There are reports that students are suffering from shortage of food and water and this badly affected the attendance of the students 
and living conditions of the teachers as well as communities as whole. There is a need now to scale up school feeding programs and 
water trucking for the drought affected schools in most regions.

In terms of coordination, OCHA activated emergency working groups to better coordinate the drought response in Somaliland. 
WASH, Nutrition, Health, Food security and EIE emergency working groups meet regularly (bimonthly or monthly) to coordinate 
response in their respective sectors. There was also emergency inter-sector coordination forum where the various sub-sector focal 
points interacted.  This has also been reactivated since 21 January 2018. In addition, OCHA and the NGO Consortium regularly 
coordinated with the National Drought Response committee to discuss challenges and share information on the drought response. 

The private sector telephone companies (Telesom and Somtel) and money transfers (Dahabshiil and Taaj service by Telesom) provide 
platforms for humanitarian organizations to implement cash transfers through mobile phones. CARE facilitates regular cash transfers 
working group meetings in Somaliland to discuss issues of common concern including harmonization rates.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff (December 2017), only 
15 per cent of the affected people surveyed in Somaliland believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 62 per 
cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (37%) or ‘not really’ (25%). When people affected by the crisis in Somaliland were asked if they feel 
the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 20 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 15 per cent said ‘’mostly 
yes’ while a total of 48 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (17%) or ‘not really’ (31%).

IV� Findings from the DINA report

The region depends on livestock for up to 60 percent of its revenue base and 28 percent of its GDP. Around half of the population 
is classified as agropastoralists who either engage in crop production and/or livestock rearing. Before the ban by Saudi Arabia on 
livestock imports from Somalia was instituted in December 2016, Somaliland exported on average 3 million livestock to Gulf Arab 
markets. Crop agriculture is primarily subsistence in nature, and the principle crops are sorghum and maize. Horticultural crops 
grown for the local market include tomatoes, lettuce, onions, peppers, cabbages, oranges, lemons, and papaya. 

With damages amounting to USD 257 million and losses estimated at USD 617 million, the total effects of the drought in Somaliland 
are expected to exceed USD 874 million. The productive sector (Irrigated & Rain-fed Crops, Livestock and Fisheries) accounts for 
65 percent of all the effects, while the physical (Water & Sanitation, Environment and Transport), social (Health, Nutrition and 
Education), and cross-cutting themes make up 32.7 percent, 0.9 percent, and 1.5 percent, respectively. The two most affected sectors 
are Livestock and Environment & Natural Resource Management, comprising 63.6 percent and 30.1 percent of the total effects, 
respectively.  

V� Focus areas for response

In general, the impact of the drought continues in Somaliland, and the  rains for 2017 were below normal in the region.   According 
to FSNAU post Gu 2017 assessment five out of the seven livelihoods in Somaliland are in Emergency (IPC 4): Guban Pastoral, Hawd 
Pastoral, Northern Inland Pastoral, East Golis Pastoral and Togdheer Agropastoral; while the remaining two, West Golis Pastoral 
and Northwest Agropastoral, are in Crisis.  As a result, needs are expected to grow in 2018 as the dry, Jilaal season sets in. Thus, 
the need for strengthening coordination mechanisms to support information sharing and advocacy efforts to sustain the provision 
of humanitarian assistance and protection services is crucial. Women in IDP settlements are in high risk of SGBV as they go afar 
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distance to fetch water or collect woods for fire. Practicing of open defecation also exposes women in IDP sites to risks of rape.  People 
with specific needs in IDPs are lacking proper assistance. The drought driven IDPs are facing serious housing problem as majority 
of IDPs monitored put the need of NFIs as their second priority after food. There will also be the need to develop livelihood and 
resilience building programmes to address and mitigate acute needs in Somaliland and link these with the national development 
priorities and strategic objectives
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H� Banadir

I� The Drought Situation

The  rainy season in Banadir (October-December) started late and 
was below average, marking the fourth failed rainy season in a 
row. The region normally receives coastal rains in the months of 
June, July and August. These off-season rains (Haga rains) typically 
supplement the two main rainy seasons. However even these rains 
were below normal average this year. A more elaborate FSNAU 
analysis will be produced following the Technical release.

II� Vulnerabilities and Coping mechanisms

Banadir region hosts the largest number of IDPs in the country, 
with people fleeing their place of origin due to drought, floods and 
conflict. 

The Protection and Returns Monitoring Network (PRMN) 
recorded 248,091 displaced persons arriving in Mogadishu from 
January to November 2017. These joined the 400,000 protracted 
IDPs, who mostly live on the outskirts of Mogadishu. Mogadishu received 11 per cent of the new arrivals reported within the last 
quarter of 2017. Some pastoralists have moved with their livestock to Mogadishu in search of water and left-over food to feed their 
livestock. 

Banadir region, in particular Daynile, Kahda, Garasbaley, Hodoan, Wadajir and Dharkeynley, continuously receives new IDP influx 
as a result of human-induced conflict and natural disasters in the rest of the country. The IDPs come from the nearby regions of 
Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Bay and Hiraan, in search of humanitarian assistance and livelihood opportunities. Mogadishu city 
hosts the highest number of IDPs in the country. The highest numbers of IDPs are located in Kahda and Daynile districts especially 
from K10 to K14.

The recent FSNAU 2017 post- results show that 30.6 per cent of Banadir Region population is acutely food insecure in IPC phases 
2, 3 and 4. The majority of these are in IPC phase 2 (46.6 per cent) while a reasonable 9.5 per cent are in emergency phase (IPC 4). 
The FSNAU post- nutrition situation among the Mogadishu / Banadir IDP population is also concerning with 16.1 per cent GAM 
and 4.1 per cent SAM. 

Comparing these with the previous assessment, the post-Gu seasonal early warning assessments of June and July 2017 noted high 
levels of acute malnutrition in IDP settlements in Mogadishu which is classified as Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Mogadishu IDPs fall 
under the population group with critical rates of acute malnutrition (Global Acute Malnutrition-GAM prevalence of 20.4 per cent 
higher than 15 per cent) and Severe Acute Malnutrition(SAM) of 6.6 per cent. These IDPs need immediate nutrition and health 
support interventions. In addition, post- early warning assessment in November shows critical levels of SAM prevalence (≥4-5.6) 
among IDPs in Mogadishu. Serious GAM levels (≥10 and < 15 %) seen in seven IDPs Including Mogadishu urban. Morbidity rates 
are highest in IDPs in Mogadishu.

Some of the new arrivals to Mogadishu have lost assets prior to displacement and as such rely on relatives and humanitarian partners. 
This is overstretching the capacity of the host communities. The hygiene and sanitation conditions in the IDPs settlements remain 
poor with insufficient sanitation facilities. Open defecation is rife. According to MoH/WHO Surveillance, 

some 7,008 AWD/Cholera cases and 122 deaths- (case fatality rate of 1.7%)- were reported in Banadir region from January to October 
2017. Due to the response scale up by the humanitarian actors in the past ten months, the outbreak is now under control in Banadir 
region but is highly likelihood to go up again as a result of the below average rainfall of  season and the increasing number of IDPs. 
The vast majority of these AWD and measles cases were reported in the IDPs settlements in Kahda and Daynile. These settlements 
host new arrivals from Bay, Lower and Middle Shabelle regions and other regions affected by AWD. Some water points are now 
dysfunction due to over-use in most settlements in Daynile and Kahda districts forcing IDPs to buy water at a prohibitive cost. 

In September, the health cluster reported that 4,665 suspected measles cases in Banadir region alone. Efforts are underway to carry 
out mass vaccination campaigns from October to December 2017, but due to unforeseen reasons it was pushed to January 2018.

There is also recurrent influx of new IDPs from Lower/Middle Shabelle and nearby regions causing expansion and creation of 
new settlements in Daynile and Kahda districts with very limited humanitarian services and increased level of vulnerability, and 
deplorable humanitarian situation. In line this, as per protection, return and monitoring network (PRMN), in December alone, an 
estimated 2,976 persons who are displaced from Balcad as a result of recent conflict reached Mogadishu and scattered in 28 IDPs 
settlements in k-13 both Kahda and Daynile districts.  

The food prices have remained relatively stable in the last quarter of the year 2017 but effects drought continues to impact IDPs in 
Mogadishu, Lower and Middle Shabelle regions. However, prices of local cereals increased by 25 percent from October-November 
2017 while Banadir prices decreased by 5 percent in the same period. This has affected the livelihood of many IDP women who rely 
on this trade to provide for their families. Children, pregnant and lactating women and elderly people are the most vulnerable. As 
coping mechanisms, IDPs in Mogadishu are engaged in begging in the streets and main markets. While reduced meals are one of the 
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coping strategies, further reports indicate that some IDPs families cannot afford three measles a day. 

Continued forced eviction is another factor which further worsening humanitarian situation as it is demolishing health/nutrition 
facilities, water kiosks and schools established by the humanitarian partners and creates new humanitarian crisis which doesn’t exist. 
In the last week of December 2017, around 4000 IDP households were forcefully evicted in k-13 without even giving period of notice 
in order to be able to collect their properties. 

III� Posture

About 80 humanitarian partners have presence in Mogadishu and continue to implement humanitarian programs for internally 
displaced persons and vulnerable groups. The humanitarian partners operate under difficult conditions, face daily threats of terror 
attacks and report of underfunding of their projects and plans. This has continued to curtail their ability to scale-up response, yet 
the HRP 2017 is reported to have been well funded. Insecurity is a major concern and there is very limited access to IDP settlements 
located in Mogadishu and outside of city. The attack of October 14 in Mogadishu, has altered the playing ground and impacted on 
access as Al Shabaab has now changed its approaches.

According to the Ground Truth Solutions Field Survey and Analysis, Survey of Affected People and Field Staff in Somalia (December 
2017) only 8 per cent of affected people surveyed in Banadir believed the aid they currently receive covered their basic needs; and 62 
per cent said it either does not ‘at all’ (28%) or ‘not really’ (34%). When people affected by the crisis in Banadir were asked if they feel 
the support/services they receive prepares them to without aid in the future: 11 per cent said ‘yes, very much’; 41 per cent said ‘’mostly 
yes’ while a total of 26 per cent said it either does ‘not at all’ (8%) or ‘not really’ (18%).

IV� Findings from the DINA report

With damages amounting to USD 3.4 million and losses estimated at USD 6.3 million, the total effects of the drought on Banadir 
are expected to exceed USD 9.8 million. 41% of the losses incurred are related to livelihoods and employment. Total recovery needs 
are estimated at USD 174.4 million. Of the sectors, Urban Development and Municipal Services makes up a majority (65.8 percent) 
of the total needs. The large numbers of IDPs are straining already scarce government services and resources and, therefore, require 
livelihood, education, employment and health assistance. Drought-mitigating factors need to be considered, especially in the areas 
of food security and self-reliance for the region. In terms of governance, reconciliation structures and processes need to be promoted 
for the sustainability of interventions.

V� Focus areas for response

The HNO/HRP consultative workshop in October 2017 for Banadir region identified the priority needs for the period October 
to December and beyond. The needs are: food, water, sanitation and hygiene as well as shelter, health and nutrition assistance. 
Protection of civilians in particular IDPs was also reported as a need and several concerns on SGBV, family separation, evictions and 
child labour. The education in emergencies was cited as an issue, although its underfunded which accounts for the lack of learning 
materials and limited incentives for teachers.
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CONCLUSION
Overall, due to scaled-up humanitarian response and  rains from October 2017, the drought conditions have eased in many parts of 
the country. It is encouraged that the 2017 response be sustained if we are to sustain people from falling into a downward spiral. In 
2017, Somalia attracted about US$1.3 billion to avert famine, thanks to generous contribution of donors. However, a sustained level 
of funding is needed to prevent people sliding back to crisis. 

With the launch of Recovery and Resilience Framework (RRF) process, Somalia seeks to promote a sustainable recovery while 
addressing the underlying drivers of drought vulnerability. Meanwhile, there is a need to address immediate needs by sustaining 
humanitarian assistance. 

lack of sustained humanitarian assistance will lead to increased vulnerability and reverse the gains of scale-up response in 2017. In 
Somalia, a total of 5.4 million people are in need, including 

2.7million people who are in crisis and emergency and in need of life-saving humanitarian assistance and livelihood protection 
support in order to prevent further deterioration of their food security situation. An additional 2.7million in stressed category 
also need livelihood protection support, as they are vulnerable to shocks that could either push them back to crisis or emergency. 
Urgent treatment and nutrition support is urgently needed for over 301,000 acutely malnourished children, including 48,000 who 
are severely malnourished.

Humanitarian partners are resilient and work through difficult operating environment to deliver assistance to the most vulnerable in 
Somalia. We appeal to donors to generously contribute in 2018 to address the needs of fragile situation of over 5.4 million Somalis.
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