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Situation update 
  

Shelters and communal infrastructure have been damaged due to flooding 
in camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in southern Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq (KR-I) and the central region of Iraq. Following heavy 
rainstorms in mid-February, flooding has occurred in at least 24 camps affecting 
some 201,661 people. According to the Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM) Cluster, shelters were damaged in at least 16 camps and 
four camps housing 49,465 people are still under assessment. Anbar 
Governorate has also been badly affected; some 491 tents were damaged 
across several camps, and core relief items (CRIs) and food belonging to some 
869 IDP families was ruined.   

 

Population movements 
 

In the Mosul camps, arrival figures are surpassing the number of 
departures, as hundreds of families continue to enter Hammam al-Alil 
transit site and camps east of Mosul from areas in Ninewa on a weekly 
basis, after being displaced for a second or third time. Push factors for families 
are the destruction of their homes, lack of services and absence of income-
generating activities in their areas of origin. The heavy rainfall also caused living 
conditions to deteriorate for families sheltering in unfinished buildings. The 
arrivals include critical medical cases and extremely vulnerable individuals for 
example pregnant women, people with disabilities and the elderly. Similar arrival 
trends have been observed in the southern governorates of Anbar and Salah 
al-Din due to economic difficulties, property destruction, and eviction threats in 
the areas of origin of those displaced.  

 

Response update 
 
Some 700 families whose homes were destroyed in the recent conflict in 
Mosul received housing units from UNHCR with funds from the people of 
Japan. Temporary housing units have been set up in 26 neighbourhoods in the 
west of the city, which saw extensive destruction. The housing units will provide 
shelter for up to three years to Iraqis returning to their communities, and will give 
them time to make longer term plans. The people of Japan generously donated 
USD 4.5 million to camp management services, cash assistance and temporary 
housing programmes to support displaced people and returnees in Mosul who 
must cope with harsh winter conditions. Approximately 18,000 people benefited 
from the cash assistance, while 4,200 people are housed in the new housing 
units.  
 

UNHCR and the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 
conducted a joint mission to Laylan-1 IDP camp in Kirkuk Governorate to 
highlight the importance of the participation of IDPs in the elections in 
May and to encourage them to exercise their right to choose their 
representatives in parliament. A press release published on 20 February 
affirms that: ‘Iraqis who have been displaced by recent conflict have an 
inalienable right to vote, and they should be enabled to participate in the 
upcoming poll and have a voice in charting the future of their country’. The 
United Nations continues to provide technical support and advice to the 
Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) on election preparations within 
camps.  
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Key figures 
 
 

2.42 million IDPs 

remain displaced since 
January 20141 

 

280,014 Iraqi refugees 

hosted in countries in the 
region, with 11,873 Iraqis in 
camps in Al-Hassakeh 
Governorate, Syria  
 

754,410 IDPs in Ninewa 

(including as a result of the 
Mosul military operation)1 
 

79,302 IDPs currently 

displaced due to military 
operations in Hawiga (Kirkuk) 
and Shirqat (Salah al-Din)2 
 

55,596 IDPs currently 

displaced due to military 
operations in west Anbar2 
 

679,139 individuals 

(142,531 households) 
currently enrolled in 

ASSIST, UNHCR’s 

assistance tracking tool 
 

 
 

Funding 
 
 

USD 578 million 

requested for IDPs and Iraqi 
refugees in the region in 2018 

 
1IOM-DTM as of 15 February 2018  
2IOM-DTM Emergency Tracking 
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4%

Gap
96%

https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/dsrsg-walpole-visits-internally-displaced-people-kirkuk-emphasises-participation

