
 
 

 
 
 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
 

Update on the response to Tropical Cyclone Gita by United Nations Resident 
Coordinator, Osnat Lubrani 

Nuku’alofa, Tonga, 19 February 2018 

Tropical Cyclone Gita, a category 4 cyclone, struck Tonga on 12 and 13 February 2018, causing 
widespread destruction on the main island of Tongatapu, including the capital of Nuku’alofa, and 
the neighboring island of ‘Eua.  
 
“The Government’s early warning actions and immediate response efforts are impressive. They 
clearly show the importance of preparedness and have no doubt contributed to reducing the 
impact of Tropical Cyclone Gita on human lives,” Ms. Lubrani said during her visit to Tonga.  
 
Ms. Lubrani arrived in Tonga on 17 February 2018 to see the impact of Tropical Cyclone Gita for 
herself and to meet with Government officials and local partners. 
 
The damage to Tonga’s economy and people’s homes is clear. Power supplies and 
communications services have been extensively interrupted in the islands. Many local businesses 
and public offices remain closed. The damage to fruit trees and agricultural crops is substantial. 
 
According to the Government of Tonga’s latest situation report of 17 February 2018 there are 
4,521 evacuees in 108 evacuation centres.  Over 1,550 houses have been damaged.   
 
“I was impressed by the incredible sense of community and resilience of the people of Tonga. I 
have seen women and men working together and clearing roads and yards in an effort to resume 
their daily routine as soon as possible”, said Ms. Lubrani.  
 
Ms Lubrani added that “disasters disproportionately affect children, women and girls, young 
people, persons living with disabilities and other vulnerable populations. It is important that the 
Government-led response in Tonga reaches communities with life-saving services and equipment 
to rebuild their and their families' lives with dignity, while ensuring that the needs of vulnerable 
populations are prioritized in these efforts.” 
 
The Government has welcomed the support of humanitarian and development partners to meet 
all priority needs in the months to come.  On request of the Government of Tonga, the 
Pacific  Humanitarian Team is supporting the national sector coordination through the National 
Emergency Management Office. The Team has extended technical expertise combined with 
financial support.   
 
Pacific Humanitarian Team professionals are supporting Government and partners in responding 
to the immediate health, shelter and water and sanitation needs of affected communities in Tonga. 
Essential supplies are being sent to support children to return to school and dignity kits for 
displaced persons.  Assistance to support early recovery and education response is now being 
deployed. 



 
 

The Pacific Humanitarian Team is augmenting and supporting the Government’s response. The 
Team works with the Government of Tonga to ensure that the most vulnerable communities are 
reached with immediate relief items and supported with early recovery action. 
 
“It will take time and hard work by everyone to quickly recover from Tropical Cyclone Gita,” said 
Ms. Lubrani. “The Pacific Humanitarian Team stands by the Government and the people of Tonga 
during these difficult times.” 
 
 
STATEMENT ENDS 
 
 
 
The Pacific Humanitarian Team 
 
The Pacific Humanitarian Team (PHT) is a regional network of partners who assist Pacific Island 
governments in preparing for and responding to disasters. The PHT was established in 2008 and 
consists of United Nations agencies, Red Cross, regional and bilateral organizations, national and 
international non-governmental organizations, faith-based and community-based organizations 
and donor partners.   
 
The PHT ensures that the responders work together to deliver effective, timely, predictable and 
accountable humanitarian assistance to the disaster-affected people across the Pacific. During 
disasters, the PHT provides support to Government, NGOs and communities in delivering a fast, 
effective and appropriate disaster response. The PHT partners work together to meet the needs 
and protect the rights and dignity of all affected people. The PHT is guided by and is committed 
to humanitarian principles and gender equality and promotes participation of and accountability 
to the affected communities.  
 

 
PHT Members: 

 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC), International Organization for Migration (IOM), Oxfam, Save the Children, 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA),   United Nations 
Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner (UNOHCHR), United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women), United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), World Food Program (WFP), and World Health Organization (WHO). 

 
More information about the PHT:  

 
www.unocha.org/rop 

https://reliefweb.int/report/world/pacific-humanitarian-team-commitment-action 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Milika Tuita, UN Coordination Officer, UN Joint Operations Office, Nuku’alofa, Tonga, milika.tuita@undp.org, +676 7815142 
Sevuloni R. Ratu, Regional Public Information Officer, UN OCHA Office for the Pacific, Suva, Fiji, ratu@un.org, +679 9990021 
 


