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KEY ISSUES:

• Health Cluster partners finalise cholera preparedness plans as rains could trigger another epidemic.
• The total number of households displaced by conflict to areas accessible by the Aden Hub has significantly 

increased to 15,600.
• One humanitarian organisation suspends activities inside Taizz City due to security concerns.
• April was the deadliest month for civilians in Yemen according to the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
• WHO has delivered over seven metric tonnes of cancer and chemotherapy medications to the National 

Oncology Centre in Sana’a.

CHOLERA PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

In anticipation that the April-August rainy season could 
trigger another cholera epidemic in Yemen, Health 
Cluster partners have prioritised their preparedness 
and response plan. The newly developed plan builds 
on lessons learnt from the last cholera epidemic when 
more than one million suspected cholera cases and 
2,282 associated deaths were reported between April 
2017 and May 2018. While the outbreak has largely 
stabilised, almost 150 out of 305 affected districts are 
continuing to report suspected cases. On the other 
hand, some 158 districts have not reported a suspected 
case for three consecutive weeks. Since the start of the 
current outbreak, Health Cluster partners have reached 
about 10 million people through various interventions. 
On 6 May, WHO commenced an oral cholera vaccine 
campaign, initially targeting 350,000 people in four 

districts of Aden Governorate. A fifth district will be 
included for a total target population of more than 
450,000 people. 

Cholera is endemic in Yemen, but recent outbreaks 
have been fuelled by the conflict; the virtual collapse of 
healthcare services; inadequate water and sanitation; 
food insecurity and malnutrition; behavioural practices; 
and poverty. More than half of all districts remain at risk 
of another outbreak. The three-phase preparedness 
integrated operational plan highlights a range of 
activities including risk assessments, awareness-raising, 
strengthening laboratory resources and prepositioning 
medical and water treatment supplies. It prioritises 
100 high-risk districts, which have a population of 9.8 
million people.

Source: WHO
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During the period from 2 to 8 May 2018, four vessels discharged 58,946 MT of cargo in Yemen’s Red Sea port of Al 
Hudaydah. One  containerized vessel carrying approximately 11,700 MT of WFP humanitarian food commodities 
in 691 shipping containers is expected to arrive to Hudaydah port on 20 May, conditional to UNVIM Clearance 
and coalition permission. This is the first containerized vessel to call at the port since the end of the temporary 
blockade on 22 November 2017.

17,948 MT40,998 MT 0 MT

UPDATES FROM THE HUBS

UNVIM UPDATE

Aden Hub: The flow of IDPs from Al Hudaydah 
and Taizz to the south continues, with the DTM/IOM 
recording another 320 HH arrivals last week.  The total 
number of IDPs that has fled towards areas covered 
by the Aden hub is now over 15,600 households.   
Movements of families from Al Bayda, the site of recent 
fighting, have also been reported. IDPs come from the 
five coastal districts south of the frontline in Taizz and 
Al Hudaydah (Al Mukha, Dhubab, Mawza, Hays and Al 
Khawkhah). The humanitarian community has reviewed 
the status of the response plan along the western 
coast in coordination with the hubs in Hudaydah and 
Ibb, including the potential need for evacuation of 
civilians from active military areas, as well as the size 
and direction of renewed IDP movement. During the 
reporting period, clashes were also reported in Lahj 
Governorate. 

Ibb Hub: During the reporting period humanitarian 
partners  have reported access challenges as  they 
tried to reach conflict-affected districts in Taizz, 
amid intensified fighting in the western coastal 
districts particularly Mawzaá and Maqbanah. One 
humanitarian organisation suspended activities inside 
Taizz City on 8 May, citing security concerns. Other 
partners are continuing their operations including 
WHO which delivered cancer drugs to Taizz and Ibb 
governorates, as well as cholera supplies to treatment 
centres and rehydration corners. The agency also 
distributed diphtheria vaccines and supplies to the two 
governorates. A WASH assessment conducted by a 
humanitarian partner in Al Mukha and Dhubab districts 
in Taizz identifies the need for water trucking and 
installation of emergency water distribution systems.

Sa’ada Hub: Local authorities in Al Jawf governorate 
have requested humanitarian actors to assist people 
affected by recent floods in Bart Al Anan and Kharab 
Al Marashi districts. Urgent needs include support to 
access clean water and shelter. A response is being 

planned by the Shelter and WASH Clusters.  In Sa’ada 
Governorate, WHO has increased its support to medical 
staff in Al Jumhori hospital to include incentives for 32 
more medical staff. Water and fuel support is also being 
provided to three new health facilities in Monabbih, 
Razih and Majz districts. Oxfam continues its support to 
provision of water in Al Sahan and Al Jawazat areas for 
about 16,000 new beneficiaries in Sa’ada City, and is 
providing water systems in Sahar District. In other areas 
covered by the Sa’ada hub, casualties were reported 
from airstrikes and localized fighting throughout the 
reporting period. 

Al Hudaydah Hub: Amidst continued clashes, 
humanitarian partners in Al Hudaydah have reviewed 
the Hub’s contingency plan given possible new 
displacement and expansion of hostilities. Despite the 
difficult operating environment, partners continue to 
assist people in need. In April, 16,420 children received 
psychological and social support in Hajjah, Raymah 
and Mahwit governorates. Local partners supported by 
UNICEF and UNFPA conducted awareness sessions for 
982 people and provided legal support for five cases of 
gender-based violence in Al Hudaydah. ACF provided 
591 displaced families in Al Garrahi District with cash 
assistance. 

Sana’a Hub: OCHA and WFP concluded a mission to 
Marib Governorate, where they met local authorities 
and humanitarian partners to discuss the establishment 
of a governorate-level coordination mechanism. 
The mechanism will support the operations of 54 
organisations active in the governorate. Although 
a shortage of fuel was reported in Sana’a during 
the reporting period, the price of petrol in Amanat 
Al Asimah, Dhamar, Sana’a, Al Bayda and Amran 
governorates remained unchanged at around 7,200 
YER per 20 liters (360 YER/ 1 liter). Cooking gas prices 
are also unchanged at 3,000 YER per 20 liters (150 YER/ 
1 liter). 

Source: UNVIM

DIPHTHERIA UPDATE: 
On 12 May, WHO and the Ministry of  Public Health 
and Population launched the second round of the 
vaccination campaign  to combat Diphtheria. The 
vaccination campaign, which covers  the period 
between 12  May and 17 May, is targeting 2.69 million 
children from 6 weeks to 15 years of  age in 39 prioritized 
districts and an additional 401,000 children from 6 

weeks to  15 years of age in an additional 23 districts-
around 3, 361,000 children are now  targeted in this 
round. The second round is expected to complement 
the first round by  providing the targeted children with 
the second dosage of the vaccine. An estimated  2.7 
million children were initially targeted during the 1st 
round of diphtheria vaccination last March. 
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FACTS ABOUT THE YEMEN HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

For further information, please contact:
George Khoury, Head of Office, UN-OCHA Yemen | Tel: +967 712 222 207 | E-mail: khouryg@un.org

Federica D’Andreagiovanni, Head of Communication, UN-OCHA Yemen | Tel: +962 79 687 6082| E-mail: dandreagiovannif@un.org
OCHA information products are available at: www.unocha.org/yemen | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.Int

Source: Humanitarian partners
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In April 2016, the Logistics Cluster facilitated three 
airlifts from Djibouti to Sana’a. The first consisted of two 
rotations carrying 37.2 MT/139 m3 on behalf of WHO 
and other partners, the second consist-ed of three 
rotations carrying 47.5 MT/247 m3; and the third airlift 
carried 13 MT/69 m3 on behalf of partners.

During the month of April, the VOS Apollo carried 65 
passengers from 16 organisations between Dji-bouti 
and Aden, as well as 180 MT/1,211 m3 of cargo from 
Djibouti to Aden for several humanitarian organisations. 
The VOS Theia carried 74 MT/610 m3 of relief items 
from Djibouti to Hudaydah on two voyages. The 
Logistics Cluster also facilitated the overland transport 
of 824 MT/3,851 m3 of relief items, and the distribution of 81,874,486 litres of diesel and 33,812 litres of petrol 
to 20 organisations.

WHO has delivered over seven MT of life-saving anti-
cancer medicines and chemotherapy medications to 
the National Oncology Centre in Sana’a. According to 
WHO, an estimated 30,000 cancer patients are in dire 
need of active treatment (i.e. chemotherapy, radiation 
therapy, hormonal treatment or palliative treatment). 
In 2017, only 10,000 patients received some form of 
cancer treatment.  

Treatment for noncommunicable diseases such as 
cancer, diabetes and hypertension in Yemen is currently 
available in about 20 per cent of health facilities. 
The closure of Sana’a airport to commercial traffic 
has restricted travel for those who could seek treatment 
abroad in the past. As a result, these chronic conditions account for 39 per cent of all reported deaths. WHO plans 
to deliver another shipment of anti-cancer drugs by July.

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights reported that April 2018 was the deadliest month for civilians in 
Yemen so far this year, with at least 236 civilians killed and 238 injured in conflict – more than double the 180 
civilian casualties documented in March. A heavy toll was also documented in the first week of May, with 63 
civilian casualties including six deaths and 57 people injured by airstrikes and indiscriminate shelling by parties to 
ongoing conflict. On 12 May, media reported 115 people killed in two days of armed clashes west of Taizz. 

Humanitarian partners have consistently called for respect for civilians and civilian infrastructure, but casualties 
remain high. Between 26 March 2015 and 10 May 2018, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has 
documented 16,432 civilian casualties – 6,385 dead and 10,047 injured, the vast majority from airstrikes.

LOGISTICS CLUSTER APRIL UPDATE

SUPPORT TO CANCER PATIENTS

CIVILIAN DEATH TOLL IN APRIL

VOS Apollo- Credit: Logistics cluster

Credit Nevio Zagaria WHO


