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Action for
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Burkina Faso
Burkina Faso is affected by seasonal and chronic vulnerabilities including floods and 
droughts, as well as the rapidly deteriorating security situation in the Sahel region. More than 
870,000 people, including 487,000 children, will require humanitarian assistance in 
2018.  Most of those in need will be food insecure. The ongoing nutrition crisis has been 
aggravated by chronic droughts, particularly in the Sahel, East and North regions. In 2018, 
an estimated 120,000 children under 5 will suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM)  and 
132,000 people will require access to safe water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene. Dengue fever continued to affect the country in 2017, with 13,638 suspected 
cases, 20 per cent of which were among children under 15. Violent attacks by non-state 
entities in the Soum Province have affected 185,000 people and left nearly 5,000 persons 
displaced.  Due to the repeated attacks targeting schools, 580 schools were temporarily 
closed between March and September, and more than 80,000 students (38,582 girls) lack 
access to schooling.  Burkina Faso is also hosting some 25,000 registered refugees from 
Mali, 64 per cent of whom are children.  
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2017
To promote resilience in Burkina Faso—a 
pilot country for the United Nations Sustaining 
Peace Initiative—UNICEF will combine 
emergency preparedness and response with 
community-based development interventions. 
Implementation of the Safe Schools Strategy 
will continue, as will the provision of 
temporary classrooms and school materials 
to children affected by the security crisis in 
the Sahel. Radio-based education will be 
piloted to enable students to continue their 
schooling from home when schools are 
closed. UNICEF will rehabilitate water points 
to increase access to water for affected 
populations, provide sanitation facilities and 
health and hygiene supplies, and strengthen 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector 
coordination. Community-Led Total Sanitation 
and WASH in schools will be implemented in 
communities to increase the resilience of 
local populations in high-risk zones. UNICEF 
will procure therapeutic food and support the 
identification of children with SAM, as well as 
referrals and access to nutrition services. 
Pregnant and lactating women with children 
under 2 will be reached through community-
based infant and young child feeding 
programmes to prevent malnutrition. UNICEF 
will continue to provide a package of child 
protection services, including case 
management for the most vulnerable children 
and specific support for unaccompanied and 
separated children and children affected by 
gender-based violence.

 

As of 31 October 2017, UNICEF had US$1.8 
million available against the US$8 million 
appeal.  Although UNICEF surpassed its 
education and child protection targets, lack of 
funding and access constraints impeded 
WASH and nutrition activities.  UNICEF 
provided psychosocial support to 583 
affected teachers and trained 16 
psychologists and local social workers on 
stress management. This contributed to the 
re-opening of schools closed since March 
due to insecurity, and enabled nearly 80,000 
children to access quality education. With the 
Ministry of Education, UNICEF introduced 
the Safe School Strategy and trained 41 
trainers and 250 teachers to strengthen the 
resilience of 60 schools in the Sahel region. 
Education results exceeded the targets given 
rising needs related to the deteriorating 
security situation and increasing school 
closures. UNICEF provided psychosocial 
support to 3,365 refugee children and 
peacebuilding and life-skills training  to 750 
adolescents to protect against recruitment 
into armed groups. Child protection targets 
were exceeded due to underestimation of the 
population in need and the extension of the 
intervention areas from 8 to 13 host villages. 
UNICEF also reached over 72,000 children 
with SAM treatment,  though delays in the 
implementation of the new community health 
strategy and increased insecurity impeded 
access to nutrition services. 
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Total people in need:

Total children (<18) in need:

Total people to be reached:

Total children to be reached:

870,625

487,550
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 programme targets:2018
Nutrition

120,000 children aged 6 to 59 months 
suffering from SAM admitted for treatment 
400,000 pregnant and lactating women 
(caregivers) benefitting from infant and 
young child feeding counselling  

 Health
2,500 families received at least two long-
lasting insecticide-treated bed-nets   

 WASH
50,000 affected people having 
sustainable access to drinking water and 
adequate sanitation to address their 
vulnerabilities
24,000 children aged 6 to 59 months  
suffering from SAM with complications 
received a WASH kit and hygiene 
messages

 Child protection
11,000 children reached with 
psychosocial support through child-
friendly spaces/other safe spaces
100 unaccompanied and separated 
children reunified with their biological 
families  

 Education
150,000 boys and girls aged 3 to 17 years 
affected by crises accessing education



Who to contact for 
 further information:

Grant Leaity
Deputy Director, Office of
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7150
Email: gleaity@unicef.org 

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: humanitarian.ppd@unicef.org

 

 Sector 2017 
targets

Sector total 
results

UNICEF 2017 
targets

UNICEF total 
results

NUTRITION
Children under 5 with SAM admitted into therapeutic feeding 
programmes

 
130,000 72,524 130,000 72,524

Children aged 6 to 23 months benefitting from infant and young child 
feeding services

 
  140,000 128,882

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
People having access to drinking water

 
58,000 34,800 50,000 28,234

People being provided with sanitation services 62,000 39,835 50,000 28,655
CHILD PROTECTION 
Children reached with psychosocial support 

 
  3,146 5,662

Children having access to child-friendly spaces 
 

  1,090 3,365
EDUCATION 
Children attending schools that implement the Safe School Strategy   11,340 37,422
Emergency-affected children having access to formal and non-formal 
education   3,200 78,950
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Results are through 25 November 2017 due to the reporting frequency of the partners.
UNICEF and sector nutrition targets are the same because 100 per cent of nutrition supplies (e.g. ready-to-use therapeutic food) were procured with UNICEF 

funding (both emergency and non-emergency).
  Data as of October 2017.

  The figure includes: 3,365 children aged 3 to 17 years (including 1,522 girls) from two refugee camps and 2,297 children (including 1,125 girls) from host 
communities in the Sahel region. UNICEF extended the intervention areas (host villages) from 8 villages to 13 in 2017. 

Refugee children aged 3 to 17 years in two camps in the Sahel region, including 1,522 girls. The target for 2017 was underestimated. The estimated number 
of children aged 0 to 17 living in these camps is 8,166 (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, October 2017). Age disaggregation for children aged 
3 to 17 was not available. 
 The figure includes children in temporary learning centres. 
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Funding requirements
In line with the inter-agency Strategic Response Plan 2018 and 
based on the targets for 2018, UNICEF is requesting US$31,057,000 
to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Burkina Faso. Without 
adequate and timely funding, UNICEF will be unable to continue its 
response to the ongoing nutrition crisis and its support for internally 
displaced, refugee and host community children, as well as 
populations affected by natural disasters. With recurrent attacks by 
extremist violent groups and the growing number of displaced 
persons, basic supplies and capacity strengthening to increase 
access to social services, including education, are urgently needed.

  

Sector 2018 requirements
(US$)

 Nutrition 20,000,000
 Health  130,000
 Water, sanitation and hygiene 2,410,000
 Child protection 917,000
 Education  7,600,000
 Total   31,057,000

13

 Estimated based on data that 56 per cent of the population is under 18 (Annual Statistics of Institute of Statistics and Demography, 2015). 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, November 2017.
 Caseload estimated based on the preliminary results from the National Nutrition Survey, September 2017.
The figure was taken from the Humanitarian Response Plan 2017. The 2018 Humanitarian Response Plan is not yet available.
Ministry of Health situation report, November 2017.
 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, October 2017.

 This is the cumulative number of students affected by two periods of school closures (March and September). Source: Ministry of Education.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, October 2017 

 Burkina Faso appeared as part of the West and Central Africa appeal in Humanitarian Action for Children 2017.
 Nutrition and education interventions reported here were funded through emergency funds and regular resources.
Life-skills education is an important vehicle for equipping young people to negotiate and mediate challenges and risks, and to enable their productive 

participation in society. UNICEF has advocated for and supported life-skills education programmes in many countries.
Nutrition and education interventions reported here were funded through emergency funds and regular resources.

 While the target for 2018 is slightly less than it was in 2017, the required budget for nutrition has increased significantly due to the underestimation of the 
cost in 2017 and the fact that infant and young child feeding interventions were not included in the budget for 2017. The 2018 budget is based on the unit cost 
of the interventions and the total target. 
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Anne Vincent
Representative - Burkina Faso
Tel: +226 25 49 11 01
Email: avincent@unicef.org


