
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

487,869 Syrian refugees assisted 

through cash-based transfers 

8,100  Jordanian and Syrian benefiting 

from economic opportunities   

USD 27.3 m six months (December 2018 

- May 2019) net funding requirements 

574,204 people assisted  

in November 2018 

Operational Updates 

• WFP reached an agreement with the Government of 

Jordan and the World Bank for the provision of 

Technical Assistance to the National Aid Fund 

(NAF)’s Reform Plan under the auspices of the 

Ministry of Social Development. WFP and NAF have 

formulated a detailed action plan on the specific 

work streams (Payments, Validation and Grievance 

and Redress Mechanism). An agreement will be 

signed in early 2019.  

• WFP continued its external consultations for the 

formulation of the Country Strategic Plan (CSP) 

2020–2022 with the Government of Jordan, UN 

agencies, donors, and national and international 

NGOs. The CSP will also be informed by the 

Strategic Review on Food and Nutrition Security, led 

by His Royal Highness Prince Al Hassan bin Talal, 

which will be launched in December.  

• In line with the positive results on the use of 

blockchain technology, WFP and United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees have set-up a 

Blockchain Task Force, bringing together interested 

humanitarian partners (UN agencies, donors and 

NGOs). The aim is to establish a forum where 

humanitarian partners can discuss and agree on 

the development of new initiatives under the 

auspices of blockchain technology. Coordination on 

data sharing, validation exercises, and cash 

programming are some potential examples of how 

humanitarian partners can better coordinate on a 

neutral and mutually owned platform. 

• As of November, 82 percent of Syrians assisted by 

WFP in host communities are provided with 

unrestricted cash transfers that can be withdrawn 

from ATMs or restricted food vouchers that are 

redeemable at WFP-contracted shops, or both. 
Results from the monthly monitoring activities 

showed that 38 percent of beneficiaries redeemed 

their assistance as e-vouchers, 47 percent as cash, 

13 percent as both, while the remaining had not 

redeemed their assistance yet. The roll-out of this 

modality will be completed by early 2019. 
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Operational Context 

Jordan is an upper middle-income country, with a 

population of 10 million, of which 2.9 million are non-

citizens, including refugees. Jordan is also a resource-poor, 

food-deficit country with limited agricultural land, no 

energy resources and scarce water supply.  

Nationwide, 0.5 percent of Jordanian households are 

considered food insecure and an additional 13 percent are 

vulnerable to food insecurity. Over 14 percent of the 

population lives below the poverty line and a third is 

considered transient poor. Analysis from the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) further shows that poverty over 

the life cycle is concentrated among children in Jordan, 

particularly among those between the ages of 5 and 12, 

with proportions reaching 20 percent for this age group. 

WFP’s 2018 Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 

Assessment (CFSVA) shows a worsening food security 

situation among Syrian refugees in Jordan. 

According to the Department of Statistics, unemployment 

soared to 18.7 percent during the second quarter of 2018 – 

the highest rate in 25 years. The unemployment rate 

among men stood at 16.6 percent compared to 26.8 

percent among women. 

WFP has been present in Jordan since 1964. 

 

 

2018 Human Development Index: 95 
out of 188 

 

 

 

2017 Gender Inequality Index: 108 
 

Population: 9.5 million 

Income Level: Upper Middle 

Caption: WFP Jordan staff marking the 16 Days of Activism Against 

Gender Based Violence campaign 

Contact info: Rawan Alabbas (rawan.alabbas@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www1.wfp.org/countries/jordan                      
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and Azraq camps; ACTED will be the partner in the 

northern host communities and Save the Children 

Jordan will partner with WFP in the southern host 

communities.  

• Following the Ministry of Education’s feeding 

calendar, WFP concluded its school feeding activities 

in communities in support of over 329,000 Jordanian 

children - via the distribution of fortified date bars - 

in targeted poverty pockets.  

• Under the Healthy Kitchen Model, WFP provided 

healthy snacks to an additional 85,000 Jordanian and 

Syrian school children. The snacks are sourced, 

prepared, and delivered by Jordanian and Syrian 

women and men working in the kitchens. The model 

is implemented in partnership with the Royal Health 

Awareness society, World Vision and Community-

based Organizations.  

• WFP held a two-day workshop with the Department 

of Statistics (DoS) in November with the objective of 

better understanding the methodology used for 

market price data collection, analysis, reporting and 

visualisation. The workshop also served as an 

opportunity to discuss new areas of collaboration 

between DoS and WFP.  

• In collaboration with the Jordan Food and Drug 

Administration, WFP Jordan conducted a training for 

WFP contracted shops and employees. Over 81 

percent of WFP contracted shops (136) were trained 

with the aim of strengthening their capacity on food 

safety and quality assurance. 

• To mark the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 

Based Violence, WFP launched the annual campaign 

by holding a meeting with all staff emphasizing the 

importance of addressing this year’s themes; 

Supporting Gender Based Violence Survivors and 

Combating Sexual Harassment. During the 

campaign, WFP will be hosting speakers from UN 

Women, Jordanian’s Women Union, and Arab 

Renaissance for Democracy and Development/Legal 

Aid Organization, for WFP staff and beneficiaries. 

Along with a strong social media presence during the 

campaign, WFP will also participate in events 

organized by the UN and local communities.  

 

Challenges 

• WFP’s activities for 2019 (USD 265 million) target one 

million vulnerable Jordanians and Syrian refugees.  

WFP requires USD 27.3 million for the next six 

months (December 2018-May 2019) to ensure the 

continuation of its support to affected populations.   

Donors 

Germany, USAID, Canada, Ireland, Norway, Australia, 

Kuwait, Republic of Korea, Japan, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

France and Private Sector donors.  

 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan   

(2018 - 2019) 

Total Requirement 

 

Allocated Contributions 

(in USD) 

Six Months (December 

2018 - May 2019) Net 

Funding Requirements 

 (in USD) 

505.3 m 87.4 m 27.3 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure Syrian refugees, including school-

aged children have access to safe, adequate and nutritious food. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide unconditional resource transfers to Syrian refugees. 

• Provide school meals and nutrition related communication and 

behavioural change activities to refugee children. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable Jordanians, including school-aged 

children are enabled to meet their basic food and nutrition needs. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide unconditional resource transfers to vulnerable 

Jordanians. 

• Provide school meals and nutrition related communication and 

behavioural change activities to children in host communities. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition through improved productivity and incomes. 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable women and men in targeted refugee 

and Jordanian communities sustainably improve their skills, capacities, and 

livelihood opportunities.  

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide asset creation and livelihood support activities including 

through individual capacity strengthening to vulnerable Syrians 

and Jordanians.  

 

• In January 2019, WFP will conclude its daily in-kind bread 

distribution to Syrian refugees in camps. Instead, WFP will 

increase the monthly transfer value from JOD 20 to JOD 23 

(USD 28 to USD 32) to cover the cost of bread per person. 

WFP will work with a supplier in establishing selling points 

throughout the camps where refugees can buy bread 

throughout the week from 7am – 5pm. This shift will 

increase refugees’ flexibility and freedom of choice, 

allowing them to buy bread from both bread selling points 

and WFP contracted supermarkets inside the camps. 

Sessions are currently taking place to inform refugees of 

the shift in modality and locations of the selling points. 

Other communication channels such as posters, flyers and 

meetings with refugee community representatives are also 

being used.  

• In early 2019, WFP will be working with new cooperating 

partners to implement the General Food Assistance 

programme in camps and the host community. The 

Norwegian Refugee Council will be WFP’s partner in Zaatari 

 


