
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

0 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$21.4 m cash-based transfers made 

US$101.9 m six months (October 2018 –March 

2019) net funding requirements 

662,492 people assisted  

in September 2018 
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Operational Context 

Lebanon is classified as an upper middle-income country. 

The current Human Development Index (HDI) value is 0.763 

– in the high human development category – positioning 

the country at 76 out of 188 countries and territories. 

With six million people living in a land area of just 10,000 

km square on the eastern Mediterranean coast, Lebanon is 

small and densely populated. 

As of July 2018, 976,002 Syrian refugees have been 

registered in Lebanon by UNHCR. The massive influx of 

refugees has placed a significant strain on existing 

resources and host communities. 

WFP and UNICEF support a UNDP-led rapid poverty 

assessment of the Lebanese population. The assessment 

contributes towards the creation of a food security 

baseline of the Lebanese. 

WFP has been present in Lebanon since 2012. 

 

2015 Human Development Index:                 

76 out of 188 

 Gross National Income per capita: 

US$13,312 

Population: 6.0 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Operational Updates 

• WFP and UNHCR carried out an annual retargeting 

exercise to ensure the most vulnerable Syrian 

refugees continue to be targeted for assistance.  In 

2018, UNHCR and WFP collaborated with 

Development Analytics to further refine the 

targeting formula, using the 2018 Vulnerability 

Assessment of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon (VASyR) 

and demographic data from UNHCR’s ProGres 

database to accurately identify the most vulnerable 

refugee households in the country. Syrian refugee 

households are ranked based upon their level of 

socioeconomic vulnerability. Households at the 

bottom of the ranking, identified as living below the 

Survival Minimum Expenditure Basket (SMEB) of 

USD 87/person/month, are prioritised for food 

assistance.  The 2018 retargeting exercise has also 

integrated a grievance redress mechanism which 

provides refugees with feedback channels to lodge 

complaints to UNHCR and WFP regarding their 

exclusion and to enable WFP and UNHCR to assess 

complaint profiles for possible re-inclusion based 

upon vulnerability and availability of resources in 

early 2019.   

• WFP in partnership with the Ministry of Social Affairs 

(MoSA) began operationalizing the results of the 

2018 recertification exercise for the National Poverty 

Targeting Programme (NPTP).  Vulnerable Lebanese 

households eligible to receive food assistance from 

NPTP were requested by MoSA Social Development 

Centers to collect their new NPTP food e-card. This 

exercise is expected to be completed for all 

beneficiaries by mid-October 2018.  

Monitoring 

• The results of the Q3 2018 Food Security Outcome 

Monitoring (FSOM) were finalised, providing a 

quarterly analysis on programme outcomes for each 

of the three modalities of food and basic needs 

assistance for Syrian refugees: 1) food e-card 

assistance redeemable at WFP-contracted shops; 2) 

cash for food e-card assistance, redeemable either 

at WFP-contracted shops or withdrawn from ATMs; 

and 3) multipurpose cash for essential needs e-card 

assistance, redeemable only from ATMs.  

• All WFP-assisted households showed improved food 

security results and better food diversity. The 

multipurpose cash assistance group in particular 

adopted fewer food and livelihood coping strategies.  

Food remains the biggest expenditure for 

households, followed by rent and medical expenses.  

 

Contact info: wfp.lebanon@wfp.org 
Country Director: Abdallah Al Wardat 
Further information: www1.wfp.org/countries/lebanon 
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Photo Caption: Syrian refugee mother and daughter who receive assistance 

through the WFP food e-card. Photo: WFP/Mazen Hodeib 
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Challenges 

• With current resources available, USD 101.9 million in 

additional funding is needed to ensure continued 

assistance until end of March 2019. USD 22.6 million 

is urgently needed to cover current shortfalls from 

November until the end of the year for refugees 

receiving food e-cards. Without sufficient funding, 

295,000 severely vulnerable Syrian refugees may not 

receive basic food assistance with potential life-

threatening consequences and risks of social 

instability in the country.  

Beneficiary story: Leaning on a card and 

a stick- a Lebanese photo essay 

• In September, a new WFP beneficiary, Mostafa, 

attended an e-card distribution, to collect his new 

food e-card so he and his family could begin receiving 

basic food assistance through the NPTP. Inside the 

distribution centre, WFP and MoSA staff members 

ensure that a representative from the right family is 

collecting the right e-card and pin receipt. Centralised 

databases are used to check for duplication, ensuring 

the integrity of the programme. Click here to read the 

full story.   

 

 

Donors 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, European Commission, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Mexico, Norway, Private 

Donors, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States of 

America 

 
Photo Caption: WFP beneficiary, Mostafa attended an e-card 

distribution Photo: WFP/Edward Johnson 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2020) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 
(October 2018–March 
2019) 

885.5 m 331.6 m 101.9 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure refugees – including school-age 

children – and crisis-affected host populations have access to life-saving, 

nutritious and affordable food throughout the year 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBTs) 

• School meal activities (cash and in-kind) 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition through improved productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable women and men in targeted refugee 

and Lebanese communities sustainably improve their skills, capacities and 

livelihood opportunities by 2020 

Focus area:  Resilience-building 

Activities:  

• Individual capacity strengthening activities (CBTs) 

• Asset creation and livelihood support activities (CBTs) 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable populations in Lebanon are enabled to 

meet their basic food needs all year long 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBT) 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology, 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the 

SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: National institutions and national and international 

humanitarian actors are supported in their efforts to improve the 

effectiveness and efficiency of their assistance 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Institutional capacity strengthening activities 

 

• Communication to beneficiaries showed remarkable results 

compared to previous quarters due to better 

communication guidelines developed by the Accountability 

to Affected Population (AAP) unit. More beneficiaries 

reported being aware of their entitlements, who to contact, 

and how they were selected to receive WFP assistance.   

• The overall satisfaction among those assisted remained 

stable with a score approximately equal to 8 out of 10. 

Among the multipurpose cash households, their 

satisfaction was higher compared to April (increased from 

8.2 to 8.37).  

 

https://insight.wfp.org/leaning-on-a-card-and-a-stick-a-lebanese-photo-essay-1a1077ed7103
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

