
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

487,070 Syrian refugees assisted through cash-

based transfers 

4,350 Vulnerable Jordanians and Syrian refugees 

assisted through livelihood support 

USD 84.6 m six months (October 2018 - March 

2019) net funding requirements, representing 63 

percent of total 

877,827 people assisted  

in September 2018 
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Operational Context 

Jordan is an upper middle-income country, with a 

population of 9.5 million, of which 2.9 million are non-

citizens, including refugees. Nonetheless, it is a resource-

poor, food-deficit country with limited agricultural land, no 

energy resources and scarce water supply. According to 

the Department of Statistics, unemployment soared to 18.4 

percent during the first quarter of 2018 - the highest in 25 

years. Unemployment rate among men stood at 15.3 

percent compared to 30 percent among women.  

Nationwide, 0.5 percent of Jordanian households are 

considered food insecure and an additional 13 percent are 

vulnerable to food insecurity. Over 14 percent of the 

population lives below the poverty line and a third is 

considered transient poor. Analysis from the International 

Labour Organisation (ILO) further shows that poverty over 

the life cycle is concentrated among children, in particular 

those between the ages of 5 and 12, with proportions 

reaching 20 percent for this age group. The 2016 WFP 

Comprehensive Food Security Monitoring Exercise revealed 

that the majority of Syrian refugee households living in 

host communities continue to be either food insecure or 

vulnerable to food insecurity. 

WFP has been present in Jordan since 1964. 

 

 

Operational Updates 

• WFP and UN Women signed a partnership 

agreement on the use of the innovative blockchain 

technology to assist Syrian refugee women 

participating in UN Women’s cash for work 

programmes at the Za’atari and Azraq camps in 

Jordan. Traditionally, cash transfers have been 

made available to refugees via third-party financial 

service providers, such as banks. Through this 

partnership, women will be able to access their 

funds directly and the accounts will be kept safely 

on a blockchain network. Previously, beneficiaries 

received monthly cash entitlements on a set date. 

Through blockchain, UN Women and WFP are 

exploring the possibility of providing female 

refugees with cash back at WFP-contracted 

supermarkets or paying for their purchases directly. 

The partnership stems from WFP’s Building Blocks 

project, which already provides cash transfers to 

106,000 Syrian refugees in camps through a 

blockchain based system and is foreseen to be 

expanded to host communities by the end of the 

year. For further information on this partnership, 

click here.  

• As of September, 78 percent of Syrians assisted by 

WFP in host communities are currently provided 

with an unrestricted cash transfers “choice 

modality”. Results from the ongoing monitoring 

activities showed that 39 percent of “choice” 

beneficiaries redeemed their assistance as e-

vouchers, 45 percent as cash, 13 percent as both, 

while the remaining did not redeem their assistance 

yet. WFP will expand the use of the “choice 

modality” -allowing beneficiaries to redeem their 

assistance in WFP-contracted shops or cash out 

their entitlements at ATMs or both - to four 

additional governorates in October: Aqaba, Ma’an, 

Karak, and Tafeilah.  

• WFP’s livelihood activities are running fully on 

digitized outreach, cards distribution and 

attendance monitoring. In addition, WFP is utilising 

the OneCard platform for providing conditional 

cash assistance.  
Caption: Fresh green fodder produced under the hydroponics project             

Contact info: Rawan Alabbas (rawan.alabbas@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Sarah Gordon-Gibson 

Further information: www1.wfp.org/countries/jordan                      

 

2016 Human Development Index: 86 
out of 188 

 

 

 

2015 Gender Inequality Index: 11 
 

Population: 9.5 million 

Income Level: Upper Middle 

51% 49% 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2018/9/press-release-un-women-and-wfp-harness-innovation-for-economic-empowerment-in-crisis
http://www1.wfp.org/countries/jordan
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pockets, via the distribution of fortified date bars. 

Under the Healthy Kitchen Model, WFP provided 

healthy snacks to an additional 87,561 Jordanian 

and Syrian school children. The snacks are sourced, 

prepared and delivered by Jordanian and Syrian 

women and men working in the kitchens. The 

model is implemented in partnership with the Royal 

Health Awareness society, World Vision and 

Community-based Organizations.  

• WFP, in line with its objective of achieving gender 

equality and investing and empowering women, is 

providing opportunities for Syrian women to access 

higher job profiles as bakers and baker’s assistants 

under the Healthy Kitchen Model in Zaatari camp. 

WFP also signed an agreement with UN Women to 

support Syrian women benefiting from the 

livelihood opportunities under the Healthy Kitchen 

Model with the aim to create an enabling 

environment that caters for their needs, safety and 

dignity. 

• WFP organized a one-day training for all 

Cooperating Partners with the aim of strengthening 

partners’ capacity. The training addressed several 

topics related to financial reporting, monitoring and 

evaluation and field operations, escalation 

mechanisms and coordination. The training 

included dedicated sessions on gender, 

accountability to affected populations and sexual 

exploitation and abuse.   

• WFP hosted two missions from the Canadian 

Government: i) Global Affairs Canada’s - 

International Assistance Evaluation Division and ii) 

Canada’s Humanitarian Assistance Programming in 

the Middle East. The two missions focused on 

monitoring progress, evaluating the impact of 

assistance provided by the Canadian Government, 

and identifying priority needs for the coming year. 

WFP also hosted a Decentralized Evaluation (DE) 

mission of WFP’s General Food Assistance (GFA) 

between 2015 – present. The objective of the DE is 

to evaluate the GFA using a set of criteria and 

questions for learning and accountability purposes. 

The report will be available in the coming weeks 

and will help WFP inform the formulation of the 

2020 – 2022 Country Strategic Plan. 

Challenges 

WFP requires an additional funding of USD 93.3 million 

to support 490,000 Syrian refugees benefiting from 

General Food Assistance until the end of the year. WFP 

reached out to the donors and submitted funding 

proposals to ensure the continuation of its support to 

Syrian refugees.  

Donors 

Germany, USAID, Canada, Norway, Australia, Kuwait, 

Republic of Korea, Japan, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 

France and Private Sector donors.  

 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan  (2018 - 

2019) 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Allocated 

Contributions (in USD) 

Six Months (October 

2018-March 2019) Net 

Funding Requirements (in 

USD) 

259.3 m 192.3 m 84.6 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure Syrian refugees, including school-

aged children have access to safe, adequate and nutritious food. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

• Provide unconditional resource transfers to Syrian refugees. 

• Provide school meals and nutrition related communication and 

behavioural change activities to refugee children. 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable Jordanians, including school-aged 

children are enabled to meet their basic food and nutrition needs. 

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide unconditional resource transfers to vulnerable 

Jordanians. 

• Provide school meals and nutrition related communication and 

behavioural change activities to children in host communities. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition through improved productivity and incomes. 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable women and men in targeted refugee 

and Jordanian communities sustainably improve their skills, capacities, and 

livelihood opportunities.  

Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  

• Provide asset creation and livelihood support activities including 

through individual capacity strengthening to vulnerable Syrians 

and Jordanians.  

• WFP, in partnership with the National Alliance against 

Hunger and Malnutrition, continued the rehabilitation and 

maintenance of public assets (mainly schools) in four 

governorates: Mafraq, Irbid, Zarqa and Balqa. The project 

targets 4,350 vulnerable Syrians and Jordanians. The project 

is expanding as of October targeting additional areas in 

Balqa and Irbid, and Amman.  

• In September, WFP conducted two full production cycles of 

fresh green fodder under the hydroponics project. The 

produce is marketed locally at subsidised prices to livestock 

owners. This model uses 80 percent less space and 90 

percent less water. Meanwhile, WFP continued the 

discussions with the National Agricultural Research Centre 

on potential areas of collaboration under the hydroponics 

concept with involvement of WFP’s innovation office in 

Munich.  

• In collaboration with the Ministry of Education, WFP 

resumed its school meals activities in communities in 

support of 329,159 Jordanian children in targeted poverty 

 


