
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
In Numbers 
 
1.52 m people assisted in August 

 

US$ 30.06 m distributed in multi-purpose cash in 
August  

US$ 1.51 m distributed through value vouchers in 
August 

 

US$ 7.3 m six months (September 2018 – 
February 2019) net funding requirements, 
representing 1% of total 
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Operational Context 

Turkey currently hosts the highest number of refugees in the 
world: 3.9 million people, of which 3.5 million are from Syria. 
Only 202,000 refugees reside in camps located in the south-
east, while the majority live in cities and villages throughout 
the country. The Government of Turkey has demonstrated 
leadership and generosity in providing for the needs of these 
populations. Since June 2011, a temporary protection regime 
has granted Syrians access to basic services such as 
healthcare and education. Refugees of other nationalities can 
benefit from an International Protection status. 

WFP re-established a presence in Turkey in 2012, in response 

to the crisis in Syria. WFP Turkey’s Transitional Interim 
Country Strategy Plan builds on WFP’s partnership with the 

Government of Turkey and other stakeholders to safeguard 
the basic needs of the refugees in Turkey, ensuring no 
vulnerable refugee is left behind.  

 

 

2017 Human Development Index: 71 out 
of 188 (0.767) 

Poverty Rate: 28.7 per cent living below 

the national poverty line (TUIK) 

Population: 79.5 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Operational Updates 

 WFP, in partnership with the Turkish Red Crescent 

(TRC/Kızılay) and the Turkish Government, with 

funding from the European Civil Protection and 

Humanitarian Assistance Operations (ECHO), 
continued to deliver aid through the Emergency 

Social Safety Net (ESSN), the world’s largest 
humanitarian multi-purpose cash programme. 

 In August, the ESSN assisted 1.38 million vulnerable 

refugees across Turkey, providing each person with 

120 Turkish Liras (USD 20) to help cover their 
essential needs. A periodic top-up to each ESSN- 

assisted household was also paid, ranging from 50 

to 250 Turkish Liras (USD 8.3 - 41.6). These top-ups 
are larger in the case of smaller families which do 

not benefit from economies of scale.  

 On 31 August, the first severe disability top-up 

payment of 600 Turkish Liras (USD 100 per person) 
was made to 3,599 ESSN beneficiaries. Beneficiaries 

had been informed about this upcoming top-up and, 

by the end of July, nearly 30,000 calls had been 
received on issues related to this top-up. ESSN 

assisted people were advised to check the expiry 
date of their disability health reports and seek an 

extension if needed. Monthly warning SMS’s will be 
sent, reminding them to renew their disability health 

reports starting from three months before the expiry 
date. 

 The regional trainings of Social Assistance and 

Solidarity Foundations (SASFs) staff were 
successfully concluded in Gaziantep, Istanbul and 

Izmir during August, after the Ankara sessions 
conducted during July. They provided SASF 

participants with a refresher training complemented 
by a variety of updates related to ESSN and the 

Conditional Cash Transfer for Education (CCTE), 
including on the new allowance for severely 

disabled. Panel discussions with representatives of 

the various ESSN stakeholders were particularly 
valuable opportunities to discuss and respond to 

questions from SASF staff. 

Contact info: turkey.info@wfp.org 

Country Director: Nils Grede 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/turkey 

 

 

51% 49% 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000022533/download/?_ga=2.105910467.1554019487.1522762161-1091109835.1508082595
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000022533/download/?_ga=2.105910467.1554019487.1522762161-1091109835.1508082595
http://www.tuik.gov.tr/PreTablo.do?alt_id=1013
http://www.wfp.org/countries/turkey
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reports. Dedicated TRC outreach teams are helping 

vulnerable refugee families to apply and sensitising local 
authorities to complement these efforts. 

Partnerships 

 WFP and TRC collaborate at the country and field levels 

together with Turkish authorities, including the Ministry of 

Family, Labour and Social Services, DGMM, the Ministry of 
Interior’s Directorates General of Population and 

Citizenship Affairs and of Disaster and Emergency 
Management Authority (AFAD), the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Social Assistance and Solidarity Foundations, as 
well as Provincial and District Governors’ offices. Several 

agencies participate in the ESSN Governing Board, co-
chaired by AFAD and ECHO. 

 An ESSN Task Force co-chaired by WFP and TRC ensures 

external coordination with UN agencies and NGOs. This 
helps maximise coverage and reduce duplications in 

assistance. 

ESSN Vulnerability Profiling Analysis  

In June 2018, WFP conducted a profiling exercise of ESSN 
applicants. The profiling exercise combined results of the 

vulnerability analysis and the potential productive capacity of 
households to identify the scale of needs among refugees in 

Turkey, and which groups could potentially benefit from 
livelihoods programming. 

The results of the profiling exercise show that the vast 
majority of ESSN assisted people were considered highly 

vulnerable at the time of the baseline survey (i.e. household 
has borderline food consumption, uses high risk coping 

strategies or is economically vulnerable). Results also show 
that more than a half of the ineligible applicants were 

considered vulnerable, indicating that many people not 

supported by the ESSN are still in need of assistance. 

The productive capacity criteria was based on the working 
capacity of the households, and the educational capacity of 

the head of the households. The profiling exercise determined 
that of the highly vulnerable ESSN-assisted households, 37 

percent have high productive capacity (at least two able-

bodied male adults, or at least one able-bodied male adult 
with a high school degree). This result indicates that this 

group could potentially benefit from livelihoods programming. 
This analysis, and further studies building on this analysis, will 

be used to help design the ESSN programme in 2019 and 
beyond. 

 

Donors 

Australia, Denmark, European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

Operations (ECHO), France, Germany, Hainan Airlines Group, Japan, 

Kuwait, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Norway, USAID 

WFP Country Strategy  

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan (2018) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) * 

Allocated Contributions 
(in USD) ** 

Six Months (September 
2018- February 2019) Net 
Funding Requirements (in 
USD)  

738.6 m 826.7 m 7.3 m*** 

*Total requirement: for 2018 only. **Allocated contributions are confirmed 
contributions and multilateral allocations. ***The shortfall affects in-camp 
assistance, the ESSN program is funded until January 2019. 
 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology 
strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome #1: All eligible refugees in Turkey have access to a 
safety net addressing their basic needs until a safe return is possible. 
Focus area:  Resilience Building 

Activities:  
 Provide technical advice to and strengthening of national institutions 

and NGO partners 
 Provide technical assistance to Government and NGO partners in 

order to transfer resources to refugees in Turkish. communities.  
 Provide technical assistance to Government and NGO partners in 

order to transfer resources to refugees living in camps in Turkey. 
 Provide technical assistance to Government, academia and NGO 

partners in vocational training and livelihood creation for refugees in 
Turkey (category 10; modality CBT) 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP continues its support to 135,000 refugees in ten camps 

across the southeast of Turkey, with a monthly e-voucher 
worth 50 Turkish Liras (USD 8.3) provided to each person to 

buy food in participating shops. The Turkish Government 
provides an additional 50 Turkish Liras on a separate card for 

food and non-food items. In-camp price monitoring during June 
2018 showed the cost of the average food basket in WFP/TRC-

contracted shops was 100 TL (USD 16.6).  

 The Ministry of Interior’s Directorate General of Migration 

Management (DGMM) announced the closure of five camps, 

including three assisted by WFP/TRC e-voucher programme. 
UNHCR is providing a one-time payment to those who resettle 

in host communities while they apply for assistance such as the 
ESSN. 

Monitoring 

 In August, ESSN Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) focused on 

livelihoods and gender. Initial results of the FGDs demonstrate 

that, in general, men are responsible for generating income in 
their households, however in urban areas many women also 

contribute to household income. In some cases women work 

from home in addition to their responsibilities such as 
household chores and taking care of children. Most female 

participants in small cities and rural areas also expressed their 
willingness to work, however they reported they are unable to 

find job opportunities. 

Challenges 

 To ensure that most vulnerable refugees can apply to the 

ESSN, WFP is working closely with ESSN partners to address 
specific barriers such as problems for refugees to register with 

the DGMM or register their addresses or access disability health 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

