
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

US$22.5 m cash-based transfers made 

US$127.5 m six months (September 2018 –

February 2019) net funding requirements 

687,217 people assisted  

in August 2018 

WFP Lebanon 
Country Brief 
August 2018 
 

 

 

 

Operational Context 

Lebanon is classified as an upper middle-income country. 

The current Human Development Index (HDI) value is 0.763 

– in the high human development category – positioning 

the country at 76 out of 188 countries and territories. 

With six million people living in a land area of just 10,000 

km square on the eastern Mediterranean coast, Lebanon is 

small and densely populated. 

As of July 2018, 976,002 Syrian refugees have been 

registered in Lebanon by UNHCR. They represent 16 

percent of Lebanon’s population. The massive influx of 

refugees has placed significant strain on existing resources 

and host communities. 

WFP and UNICEF support a UNDP-led rapid poverty 

assessment of the Lebanese population. The assessment 

contributes towards the creation of a food security 

baseline of the Lebanese. 

WFP has been present in Lebanon since 2012. 

 

2015 Human Development Index:                 

76 out of 188 

 Gross National Income per capita: 

US$13,312 

Population: 6.0 million 

Income Level: Upper middle 

Operational Updates 

• WFP and UNHCR launched a joint validation 

exercise targeting families receiving multipurpose 

cash assistance for essential needs e-cards, to 

ensure that the right people have the right e-cards. 

The exercise is carried out across the country and 

uses biometric technology to validate beneficiaries. 

At least one member from each eligible family is 

required to physically attend a validation exercise in 

various locations across the country. 

• Nutrition summer camps were completed in 

August, with participation of more than 1,000 Syrian 

and Lebanese boys and girls. Trainings such as 

education awareness sessions were provided by 

youth monitors and volunteers, with close 

monitoring from the Ministry of Education and 

Higher Education, WFP and its cooperating partner 

International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). 

• WFP continues to expand the number and types of 

trainings within its livelihoods programme. A new 

batch of proposals have been endorsed for 

implementation, aiming to reach 6,872 participants 

in agriculture-related trainings between August 

2018 and August 2019. Additional agreements were 

signed for forestry projects targeting 830 people 

through various activities and complementary 

trainings on forest management activities in all 

areas of Lebanon. By end of April 2019, 

approximately 24,000 native tree seedlings will be 

planted to cover 20 hectares of land, and an 

additional 100 hectares of forest will be 

managed, with the main objective of reducing the 

risks of fire.  

Monitoring 

• Under the summer nutrition camps, WFP continued 

to monitor any suspected protection cases jointly 

with IOCC trained staff and in coordination with 

IOCC psycho-social team and psychologist. Cases 

were referred to case management NGOs for their 

follow-up; this was done in coordination with the 

school health educators who were present on daily 

basis during the camp. 

 

 

 

Contact info: wfp.lebanon@wfp.org 
Country Director: Abdallah Al Wardat 
Further information: www1.wfp.org/countries/lebanon 
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Beneficiary story: Twenty women in a 

basement help make Beirut green 

This year, WFP invested in a Beirut-based recycling 

project which has been around for a while but struggled 

to find funding and support to get off the ground. Based 

around an app, it both allows Beirutis to request 

recycling pick-ups and directs drivers on electric bikes to 

their homes or offices around the city. It is completely 

free to use and after being launched in April, it has over 

2,000 regular users. 

If you visit LiveLoveRecycle’s Beirut warehouse, it is clear 

that the women working there do so with military 
precision. They have to, otherwise, their intricate 

operation with dozens of moving parts simply does not 

function. They compare themselves to an army, 

providing assistance to their male colleagues on the front 

lines fighting a war against otherwise discarded plastic, 

paper and tin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking a break. Photo: WFP/Mazen Hodeib 

 

LiveLoveRecycle has two major benefits: it addresses a 

lack of accessible recycling opportunities in Beirut while 

also providing training and employment opportunities to 

some of its most vulnerable citizens. 

Performing a variety of cleaning, maintenance and 

catering functions, the 20 female participants work up to 

60 hours each month in exchange for US$ 200. That cash 

is loaded onto red electronic cards from WFP each month 

and can be withdrawn from any ATM. 

Click here to read their full story. 

Donors 

Australia, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, European Commission, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kuwait, Mexico, Norway, Private 

Donors, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States of 

America 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2020) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six-Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 
(September 2018–
February 2019) 

885.5 m 254.5 m 127.5 m 

 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: Food-insecure refugees – including school-age 

children – and crisis-affected host populations have access to life-saving, 

nutritious and affordable food throughout the year 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBTs) 

• School meal activities (cash and in-kind) 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition through improved productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable women and men in targeted refugee 

and Lebanese communities sustainably improve their skills, capacities and 

livelihood opportunities by 2020 

Focus area:  Resilience-building 

Activities:  

• Individual capacity strengthening activities (CBTs) 

• Asset creation and livelihood support activities (CBTs) 

Strategic Result 1:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 3: Vulnerable populations in Lebanon are enabled to 

meet their basic food needs all year long 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

• Unconditional resource transfers to support access to food (CBT) 

Strategic Result 8:  Sharing of knowledge, expertise and technology, 

strengthen global partnership support to country efforts to achieve the 

SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: National institutions and national and international 

humanitarian actors are supported in their efforts to improve the 

effectiveness and efficiency of their assistance 

Focus area:  Crisis response 

Activities:  

• Institutional capacity strengthening activities 

 

Challenges 

• With current resources available, USD 127.5 million in 

additional funding is needed to ensure continued 

assistance until end of February 2019. USD 82.6 million is 

needed to cover current shortfalls until end of the year. 

Without sufficient funding, severely vulnerable people may 

not receive assistance with life-threatening consequences 

and risks of social instability in the country.  

 

 

http://liveloverecycle.com/
https://insight.wfp.org/twenty-women-in-a-basement-help-make-beirut-green-689c389f859a
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

