
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

769 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$ 57,087 cash based transfers made 

US$ 0 six months (August 2018 – January 2019) 
net funding requirements 

16,383 people assisted  
in July 2018 

WFP Kyrgyz Republic 
Country Brief 
July 2018    
 
 
 

 

Operational Context 

The Kyrgyz Republic is a land-locked, mountainous country 
located at the centre of the Eurasian continent with a territory 
of 199,000 sq. km. The country borders China, Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. Two-thirds of the country’s multi-
ethnic population live in rural areas, which are the poorest 
areas, and a quarter of the population lives below the national 
poverty line of USD 1.3 per day. As of 2017, GDP per capita 
stands at USD 1,272. 
 
The country's high dependency on the import of basic food 
items, particularly wheat, continues to negatively affect the 
most vulnerable food insecure households, who spend over 
half of their household income on food related expenses. Poor 
food diversification can lead to malnutrition; in Kyrgyz 
Republic, this translates to 13 percent of children aged from 2 
to 5 years old suffering from stunting and 43 percent of 
children affected by anaemia.  
 

 

Operational Updates 

 Between 2 and 6 July, WFP hosted a mission from the 

Regional Bureau for Supply Chain oversight. Issues 
discussed included support to Purchase for Progress 

(P4P) type activities, i.e. buying food from 

smallholders, roles and responsibilities of Project 
Coordination Committee, tender eligibility criteria, and 

possibilities to ease procurement of mini-processing 
workshop equipment.  

 Between 9 and 10 July, WFP Senior Management and 

programme staff participated in the Study Tour 

organized within Japan International Cooperation 

Agency (JICA) One Village One Product Project (OVOP) 
to Karakol town in Issyk-Kul province. The main 

objective of the study tour was to learn from the 
model to establish cooperation to strengthen support 

to smallholders. There were also 35 participants from 
Talas province, including representatives of WFP mini-

processing workshop from Bakyian local-self-
government and partners from GIZ project on 

sustainable management of walnut-fruit forests and 

pastures in Southern Kyrgyzstan. 

 On July 13, WFP management met with the Deputy 

Minister of the Ministry of Education and Science to 
discuss several issues on cooperation, including the 

Protocol of the Government on School Meals and the 
Action Plan for 2018-2019. As a result of the meeting, 

WFP and the Ministry signed a joint workplan for 2018-
2019; the Ministry issued an order for 61 focal points 

under District Departments of Education (DDE) to 

support WFP  School Meals activities and monitor pilot 
schools; the Ministry issued an order approving the 

trilateral agreement between DDEs, the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Development, and WFP on new 

modalities of food delivery starting from the new 
academic year. 

 On 26 July, WFP Deputy Country Director met with 

Mercy Corps Country Director and the World Bank 
Advisor. The World Bank is planning to launch a 

nationwide research on nutritional status of adolescent 
girls (between 12 and 18 years old). WFP specific 

interest in nutrition is related to the Cost of the Diet, 
which allows to determine the cost of the locally 

available nutritious foods.  Contact info: Daniiar Alymkulov (Daniiar.alymkulov@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Andrea Bagnoli 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/kyrgyzstan  

 

2016 Human Development Index: 120 

out of 188 

2015 Gender Inequality Index: 90 out of 

159 

 

Population: 6.1 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

50% 50% 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/kyrgyzstan
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 Under Outcome 2 and 3 of the Country Strategic 

Plan, related to small holders and communities 

vulnerable to natural shocks, WFP field monitors 

visited 139 sub-districts to start new Food 
Assistance for Asset and Food Assistance for 

Training activities and 5 towns to implement cash-
based transfer projects. They also monitored 

ongoing projects and checked upon food and cash 
distribution points where activities were 

successfully completed. In July, household 
verification monitoring showed that 100 percent of 

participants met WFP eligibility criteria (poor 

families with limited asset base). These households 
spend more than 80 percent of their budget on 

food.  

 No high-risk issues were reported through WFP 

hotline in July.  

Challenges 

 WFP submitted a full proposal on climate change 

adaptation to the Green Climate Fund (GCF) for 

USD 9.6 million. WFP Kyrgyz Republic proposal to 
the Fund was one of the agenda items during the 

Green Climate Fund Board session that took place 

in July. However, the Board did not manage to 
consider funding proposals within the dedicated 

time. Activities under Outcome 3 of the Country 
Strategic Plan 2018-2022 will be implemented after 

the approval of the proposal by the Board. 

Partnerships 

 WFP’s activities are implemented in collaboration 

with the Ministries of Education and Science, 
Health, Labour and Social Development, Emergency 

Situations, Agriculture, the State Agency for 
Environment Protection and Forestry, the 

Vocational Education Agency, the National Statistics 
Committee, the National Institute of Strategic 

Studies, and Bishkek City Administration. 

 WFP, in partnership with FAO and UNICEF, co-

chairs the Agriculture and Rural Development Food 

Security and Nutrition working groups of the 
Development Partners’ Coordination Council 

(DPCC). WFP, FAO and UNICEF have been assisting 
the Government in developing a national food 

security and nutrition programme, and are working 

together in the Scaling-up Nutrition (SUN) 
movement.  

Donors 

Japan, Norway, The Republic of Korea, The Russian Federation, 
Sweden, The United Kingdom 

 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2018-2022) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated Contributions 
(in USD) 

Six Months (August 2018- 
January 2019) Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

59 m 26.5 m 0.00 m 

 

Strategic Result 1: Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 1: All primary school-aged children in the Kyrgyz 
Republic have access to safe, adequate and nutritious food all year round 
Focus area:  Optimizing School Meals 

Activities:  
 Provide school meals to primary school-aged children and strengthen 

the capacity of government institutions and schools to implement 
school meals  

Strategic Result 3: Smallholders have improved food security and nutrition 
through improved productivity and incomes 

Strategic Outcome 2: Vulnerable and food insecure smallholders, in 
particular women, in the most vulnerable geographic areas of the Kyrgyz 
Republic have enhanced livelihoods and increased resilience to shocks to 
better support food security and nutrition needs all year round 
Focus area:  Supporting smallholders 

Activities:  
 Provide support in productive assets creation to vulnerable 

communities and food insecure smallholders 
 Provide capacity strengthening to food insecure smallholders  

Strategic Result 4: Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 3: Food-insecure communities in areas that are highly 
vulnerable to climate change have strengthened food systems and are more 
resilient to shocks all year round 
Focus area:  Resilience building 

Activities:  
 Provide capacity strengthening to local community members and 

authorities 
 Provide support for protective and risk reduction assets creation and 

rehabilitation to communities vulnerable to climate-change and 
natural disasters 

Strategic Result 4: Developing countries have strengthened capacity to 
implement the SDGs 

Strategic Outcome 4: Government institutions at central and decentralized 
levels have strengthened capacities for comprehensive food security and 
nutrition management by 2030 
Focus area:  Capacity building 

Activities:  
 Provide capacity strengthening to national institutions 
 Provide evidence-based analysis to relevant national institutions 

 

Monitoring 

 Under the current Country Strategic Plan (Outcome 1), 

related to primary school-aged children having access to 
safe, adequate and nutritious food, 128 schools were 

visited to check the progress of implementation and 
provide coaching to stakeholders. The assessment included 

55 new schools approved by the Ministry of Education and 
Science of the Kyrgyz Republic which will start 

implementing school meals between September and 

November. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IASC_GAM_2018_promo.pdf

