
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

125,000 General food rations distributed  

2,128 kcal per ration per day reached in May  

13,600 children and women received 

nutritional support 

  
 

USD m through to the end of 2018 (June-

December 2018)  
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Credit: Mustapha Bribi 
Caption: Afaf prepares barley couscous for her family 
in Awserd camp. 

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 

61% 39% 

Operational Context 

  
Algeria has been hosting refugees from Western 
Sahara since 1975. These refugees are in camps in 
the harsh, isolated desert environment. 

 
Algeria has been hosting refugees from Western 
Sahara since 1975. These refugees are in camps in 
the harsh, isolated desert environment of western 
Algeria, where opportunities for self-reliance are 
limited, forcing them to depend on humanitarian 
assistance for their survival.  

 

Despite continued negotiations, there is little sign of 
a durable solution to the political stalemate and 
encampment remains the only feasible option for the 
refugees from Western Sahara for the foreseeable 
future. The political status quo is fueling anxiety and 
disillusionment, especially among the young 

population, which could lead to increased insecurity 
and tensions in the sub-region. 
  
The 2016 UNHCR-WFP Joint Assessment Mission 
report confirmed that most refugees from Western 
Sahara are still highly reliant on humanitarian 

assistance. The results of the 2016 Nutrition Survey 
indicate an improvement in the overall nutrition 
situation of women and children, both global acute 

malnutrition and chronic malnutrition among children 
of 06-59 months reduced. However, anaemia rates 
are at 39 percent among children 6-59 months and 
45 percent among women of reproductive age 

respectively.  
 
WFP currently represents the major regular and 
reliable source of food for the Sahrawi refugees in 
Algeria. Upon the request of Algerian Government, 
WFP has been present in the camps since 1986.  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 19% of 

children between 6-59 months 

 

 Global acute malnutrition: 
 < 5% of children between 
06-59 months 

May 2018 

125,000 people assisted 

in May 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 
 

• Although the T-ICSP’s funding level appears 

satisfactory, this does not provide a realistic portrayal 

of the funding situation. Requirements for WFP’s 

General Food Assistance have not been fully covered 

since January 2018, in part due to donor restrictions 

attached to respective contributions. As a result, WFP 

Algeria anticipates a second round of ration cuts in 

June. Communications have already been sent to the 

Host Government, WFP, Donors and Partners on the 

foreseeable pipeline breaks through to the end of 

2018 and into 2019. 

• WFP Algeria thanks the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for 

its generous in-kind contribution of more than 700 mt 

of Dates. In addition to WFP’s monthly ration, 

refugees will receive 2 kg of dates in June 2018, as a 

special ration for Ramadan. The dates are highly 

appreciated during this religious holiday. Further 

distributions will be giving beyond June. 

• WFP welcomes a first-time contribution of EUR 15,000 

from the Government of Andorra for its innovative 

hydroponic project. 

• In May, WFP provided a complete food basket, 

distributing 125,000 rations consisting of: 8 kg wheat 

flour, 2 kg barley, 2 kg rice, 2 kg of yellow split peas, 

1 kg of CSB, 1 kg sugar and 1 litre of fortified 

vegetable oil. The rations’ overall energy intake was 

consistent to the planned requirements of 2,100 kcal 

per person per day.  

• To treat Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM), WFP 

distributed daily rations of pre-mix 100 g Corn Soya 

Blend (CSB+) with sugar and 10 g vegetable oil to 

treat 549 moderately malnourished pregnant women 

and nursing mothers. 

• WFP also provided a daily distribution of 100 g of 

Plumpy’sup, a specialized nutrition product, to treat 

malnutrition in 350 children. 

• A special spread (Nutributter) to prevent chronic 

malnutrition in 12,659 children under five was also 

distributed (20 g every two days). 

• The provision of Micronutrient powders (MNPs) to 

prevent micronutrient deficiencies in pregnant and 

nursing women (PNW) is pending results of the 

ongoing decentralized evaluation of the nutrition 

activity.  

Contact info: Katharina Meyer-Seipp 

(katharina.meyerseipp@wfp.org)  

Representative: Romain Sirois 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Algeria 

 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Algeria
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WFP Country Activities 

SO 1 

General food assistance to food insecure refugees 
 
Complementary activities/livelihood to Sahrawi refugees 
 
Nutrition sensitive school meals for Sahrawi refugee 
children 
 

SO 2 
Provision of MAM treatment and prevention to Sahrawi 
refugees, pregnant and lactating women and girls and 
children aged 6 – 59 months 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Country Strategy 
 

Total Requirement 

(in USD) 

Confirmed Contributions  

(in USD) 

Six Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Transitional Interim Country Strategic Plan 
(2017-2018) 

19.3 m 15.8 m 2.4 m 

Challenges 

• A lack of predictable funding often results in the 

reduction of food assistance. Funding predictability 

allows WFP to make shipping arrangements 

accordingly, as there is normally a three-to-four-

month lead time for internationally procured 

commodities. Fortunately, the Spanish Red Cross’ 

prepositioned stock alleviates greatly most of the 

food ration cuts. 

 

• Continued funding constraints affect the provision 

of complete food rations under the general food 

assistance. Food assistance represents for many 

refugees their main source of food. 
 

• Based on the current funding and pipeline 

situation, WFP Algeria expects the situation to 

deteriorate further in June, with a reduction of 

over 24 percent for GFA food rations. Further 

reductions are anticipated for the following 

months, with 31 percent in July. An overall food 

deficit of 58 percent is foreseen for the second half 

of 2018.  

 

New developments in 2018 

• The Food Security Assessment data collection was 

completed in April 2018 and it is currently being 

analysed by WFP Regional Bureau Cairo. The 

report will provide a better understanding to WFP 

of food insecurity amongst the refugee population 

and inform programme response, as needed. The 

authorities, donors and partners will contribute to 

discussions, to come to a consensus on the way 

forward. The final report is expected mid-2018. 

 

• A decentralized evaluation of WFP’s nutrition 

activity is under completion, with the final report 

mid-2018. The evaluation findings and 

recommendations will inform the reformulate of 

WFP’s nutrition activity to better address the high 

anemia prevalence and other challenges of public 

health significance, including the double burden of 

overweight and obesity, as well as diabetes. 

 

• WFP is planning to also review its school meals 

activity this year to ensure it is nutrition sensitive.  

 

Others 

• A proposal drafted by WFP for the use of the cash-

based transfer modality is soon to be discussed 

with the Sahrawi authorities for the nutrition 

intervention specifically for tackling anaemia 

among pregnant and nursing women.  

 

• On 13 May, WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF and partner 

NGOs organized a donor brief in Algiers to inform 

the donor community of the humanitarian situation 

in the camps and provide an update. A joint 

appeal, outlining humanitarian needs of Sahrawi 

refugees for 2018 and 2019, was presented.   

 
 

 

 

 

• Due to a lack of funding, some 41,426 children 

in school and kindergartens only received 40 g 

of milk as part of WFP’s daily school meals 

(half ration) and no high-energy biscuits. This 

activity has been suspended as of May due to 

the school summer break and will resume in 

September. 

 

Complementary Activities  

• In 2017, WFP Algeria successfully concluded its 

hydroponics pilot project. The innovative low-

tech soil-less cultivation of green animal fodder 

aims at improving food security and nutrition 

amongst the refugee population. This outcome 

results from improving the health of goats, as 

well as the quantity of milk and meat 

produced. Some 330 refugees benefitted 

directly from the pilot project, with 50 low tech 

units distributed in all five camps. The low-tech 

unit costs one-tenth (USD 2,500) for a daily 

production of 60 kg of fodder, compared to the 

high-tech unit (USD 25,000) for 100 kg. The 

family kit costs one tenth of the low tech one 

(USD 250) for 15 kg daily, which feeds the 5 

goats owned by the household. On average, 

one goat eats approximately 3 kg per day. WFP 

is also looking at reducing costs further for 

better affordability. WFP secured funding to 

scale up the hydroponics and expect to reach 

three times as many refugees, with 170 units. 

Training material in several languages is also 

under development to facilitate replication.  

 

• A fish farming cooperative is also being built, 

offering training in fish farming techniques, 

while addressing food security and nutrition 

concerns (increase animal protein intake). WFP 

is implementing this activity with French NGO 

Triangle génération humanitaire (TGH). 


