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Total people in need:  
20 million1 
Total children (<18) in need:  
9.2 million2 
Total people to be reached in 2017:  
5.1 million 
Total children to be reached in 2017:  
2.8 million3 

The Syrian refugee crisis remains the largest humanitarian crisis since the end of World 
War II. Countries neighbouring the Syrian Arabic Republic are hosting more than 4.8 
million registered Syrian refugees, including more than 2.2 million children.4 By the end of 
November 2016, Turkey had the highest number of registered Syrian refugees 
(2,764,500), followed by Lebanon (1,017,433), Jordan (655,833), Iraq (227,971) and 
Egypt (115,204).5 Depleted resources, the high cost of living and restricted livelihood 
opportunities due to lack of access to employment and legal residency are making it 
difficult for vulnerable families to meet their own and their children’s basic needs. Too 
many Syrian refugee families are forced to resort to negative coping practices, which often 
lead to early marriage and child labour. Syrian refugees, including unaccompanied and 
separated children who lack legal documentation, are also in constant fear of being 
exposed and therefore are vulnerable to exploitation such as working in low-paying and 
dangerous jobs. The overall situation is exacerbated by weak economic growth in host 
countries, overstretched resources and services that are struggling to meet the additional 
needs of affected local communities.  
 

2017 programme targets  
Turkey 

 400,000 children enrolled in formal education 

 200,000 children benefiting from cash grants 
for education 

 100,000 children participating in child 
protection or psychosocial support 
programmes 

 165,000 individuals reached with cash-based 
winter assistance 

Lebanon 

 364,000 children enrolled in formal education  

 690,000 people with sustained access to 
adequate quantity of safe water 

 138,000 girls, women and community 
members sensitized on key gender-based 
violence issues 

 45,000 children benefiting from cash grants 
for education 

Jordan 

 195,000 children enrolled in formal education 

 150,000 children participating in child 
protection or psychosocial support 
programmes 

 1,983,000 beneficiaries with access to an 
adequate quantity of safe water 
(infrastructure) 

 20,500 families received monthly cash 
assistance 

Iraq 

 32,900 boys and girls enrolled in formal 
primary education 

 22,000 children participating in child 
protection or psychosocial support 
programmes 

 298,000 individuals benefited from improved 
access to adequate quantity of safe water in 
camps 

 30,000 households received multi-purpose 
cash assistance 

Egypt 

 20,000 children enrolled in formal education 

 3,000 children benefiting from cash grants for 
education 

 25,000 children, adolescents and youth 
participating in psychosocial support services, 
life skills training and child protection 
programmes 

 72,000 population supported to access health 
supplies 

Syrian refugees 
and other affected populations in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey 

Humanitarian strategy 
 

Under the 2017–2018 inter-agency 
Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan, 
the humanitarian response will be 
increasingly combined with efforts to build 
the medium- and long-term resilience of 
affected individuals, households, 
communities and institutions in the five 
refugee-hosting countries. The UNICEF 
response covers 2017 and 2018, with 
planned actions based on previous years’ 
results to achieve scale up for the most 
vulnerable, as well as operational 
efficiencies. Under the No Lost Generation 
initiative, UNICEF will enhance the quality 
of and access to integrated child 
protection, education, youth engagement 
and livelihood programmes for Syrian 
refugee and vulnerable host community 
children and youth. Nutritional screening 
and the provision of micronutrients and 
supplements for the most vulnerable will 
be reinforced as will vaccination through 
campaigns and routine immunization 
systems, including against polio and 
measles. The welfare of the most 
vulnerable refugees and members of 
impacted communities will be improved 
through child cash grants designed to 
facilitate access to basic services. The 
humanitarian water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) response will remain a 
top priority and will include building 
resilience by supporting national efforts 
and systems to expand sustainable access 
to adequate and equitable WASH services 
in communities and schools. UNICEF  
 

will also increase its humanitarian response 
to Syrian refugees in the Berm area at the 
Jordan–Syrian Arab Republic border. 
UNICEF will deliver programmes in 
coordination with the operations described 
in the separate Humanitarian Action for 
Children appeals for the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Iraq and the refugee and migrant 
crisis in Europe. 
 
Results from 2016 
 

As of 31 October 2016, UNICEF had 
received US$627.8 million against the 
US$856.5 million appeal (73 per cent 
funded).6 In 2016, UNICEF’s response 
continued to support government and 
partner efforts to deliver essential services 
in refugee camps and host communities. 
With outreach campaigns, more than 
680,000 children across the region enrolled 
in formal education and more than 75,000 
accessed informal education. Limited 
capacity across education systems in the 
region meant that more than 700,000 
children (48 per cent of school-aged 
children) remain out of school; scale up is 
planned for 2017, however. UNICEF 
supported national protection systems and 
reached more than 386,000 children with 
psychosocial support. To maintain the 
region polio free, UNICEF and partners 
vaccinated more than 17.6 million children 
under 5 in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. 
WASH services focused on the delivery of 
adequate and sustainable supply of safe 
water in refugee camps and host 
communities. For Syrians living in host

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 
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https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html
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https://www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/refugee_migrant_europe.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/refugee_migrant_europe.html
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communities, UNICEF provided support in the most vulnerable areas, despite challenges related to the cost and reliability of services. 
More than 169,000 people benefited from hygiene promotion sessions and/or received hygiene kits. UNICEF sustained cash 
programmes that benefited 19,000 families in Egypt, Iraq and Jordan and one-off cash grants/vouchers were distributed to more than 
260,000 people in Lebanon and Turkey. Basic assistance to Syrian refugees and affected populations will continue in 2017–2018 in Iraq, 
Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey.

 UNICEF 2016 targets UNICEF total results 

NUTRITION AND HEALTH  

Children under 5 vaccinated against polio 

Lebanoni 179,971 383,075 

Jordan 1,000,000 1,180,455 

Iraq  37,500 25,704 

Egypt 15,000,000 16,036,682 

Mothers/caregivers reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

Jordan 40,720 72,813 

Iraq 12,220 17,481 

Lebanon 92,771 22,863 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

People reached with sustainable water provision 

Lebanon 939,563 459,027 

Jordan 660,000 230,360 

Iraq  55,928 94,474 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children provided with access to structured, 
sustained child protection or psychosocial support 
services 

Turkey 80,000 72,922 

Lebanon 125,000 132,148 

Jordan 218,284 146,008 

Iraq  27,300 14,931 

Egyptii 25,000 20,753 

EDUCATION 

Children supported to enrol in formal education 

Turkey 400,000 325,000 

Lebanon 235,949 159,495 

Jordan 156,000 165,000 

Iraq  32,067 31,237 

Egyptiii 15,000 2,923 

BASIC NEEDS 

Vulnerable families receiving sustained cash 
assistance 

Jordan  20,500 15,540 

Iraqiv 4,663 3,194 

Egyptv 30,000 0 

Persons receiving one-off emergency cash or cash 
voucher assistance 

Turkeyvi 150,000 97,549 

Lebanon 175,000 162,513 

Results are as of 31 October 2016. 
(i) Includes children reached through two polio campaigns (30 per cent of national target). 
(ii) Includes children, adolescents and parents. 
(iii) Includes formal and non-formal education. 
(iv) Payments are made in three instalments, one per quarter. 
(v) UNICEF is coordinating this intervention with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for implementation in December 2016, and will 

distribute through the post offices in Egypt. 
(vi) One-off cash/cash voucher assistance. 

Funding requirements7 

 
In line with the Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan 2017–2018, UNICEF is requesting US$1,038,946,413 for 2017 and 
US$1,017,091,992 for 2018 to meet the humanitarian and resilience needs of Syrian refugees and other vulnerable children in the 
region. The funds will be critical to UNICEF’s ability to continue to deliver life-saving services and to ensure national and community-
based systems are supported from both access and quality perspectives. In 2017, the increase in the UNICEF Turkey budget will 
support the scale-up of the child protection, basic needs/non-food items and education responses for Syrian refugees and affected 
host communities. In Jordan, the increased budget will support the scale-up of the basic needs/non-food items, youth and adolescents, 
education and child protection responses. The regional funding requirement will cover regional support and quality assurance to the 
response in the five refugee-hosting countries, including ensuring contingency stocks are in place. This Humanitarian Action for 
Children appeal for Syrian refugees and other affected populations is complementary to the separate Humanitarian Action for Children 
appeals for the Syrian Arab Republic and Iraq. The budget in this chapter is not reflected in those chapters. 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/syria.html
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq.html


 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/syrianrefugees  

Who to contact for further 
information: 

 

Geert Cappelaere 
Regional Director, UNICEF 
MENARO 
Tel: +962 6 551 8118 
Email gcappelaere@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

1 Estimated number includes Syrian refugees and host population. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Excludes 15 million children under 5 to be reached through polio vaccination in Egypt. 
4 Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP) 2017–2018. 
5 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees data portal as of November 2016. 
6 Available funds excluded US$4.7 million for the Madad Fund received as development funding and included US$183,775,208 carried forward from the previous year.   
7 The UNICEF funding levels for Iraq and Jordan are somewhat different in Humanitarian Action for Children 2017 than in the 3RP inter-agency appeal, pending 
finalization of the 3RP at the country level. 
8 Cash assistance is covered under child protection in Egypt; social policy and basic needs in Jordan; basic needs, education and child protection in Turkey; education 
and social inclusion (basic assistance) in Lebanon and basic needs in Iraq. 
9 The budget for the Palestinian refugees programme in Lebanon covers interventions in education, child protection, social stability, WASH and health.  

                                                                        

Country 
2017 requirements 

(US$) 
2018 requirements 

(US$) 

Lebanon 465,260,213 420,491,892 

Jordan 278,102,154 268,617,804 

Turkey   234,892,500 269,230,000 

Iraq 38,021,546 37,652,296 

Egypt 17,774,000 16,058,000 

Regional  7,500,000  7,500,000  

Total 1,041,550,413 1,019,549,992 

2017 Egypt Iraq Jordan Lebanon Turkey 
Regional 

Office 
Total (US$) 

Water, sanitation 
and hygiene 

0 4,812,820 84,207,154 108,400,000 0 0 197,419,974 

Health and nutrition 2,250,000 2,225,000 11,000,000 20,420,000 500,000 0 36,395,000 

Education 6,124,000 24,060,000 96,300,000 223,146,185 193,082,500 0 542,712,685 

Child protection 9,400,000 4,923,726 38,620,000 26,000,000 33,310,000 0 112,253,726 

Basic needs/non-
food items 

0 2,000,000 29,500,000 16,600,000 8,000,000 0 56,100,000 

Social policy8 0 0 8,475,000 22,600,000 0 0 31,075,000 

Youth/adolescents 0 0 10,000,000 28,589,000 0 0 38,589,000 

Palestinian 0 0 0 19,505,0289 0 0 19,505,028 

Total   17,774,000 38,021,546 278,102,154 465,260,213 234,892,500 7,500,000 1,041,550,413 

2018 Egypt Iraq Jordan Lebanon Turkey 
Regional 

Office 
Total (US$) 

Water, sanitation 
and hygiene 

0 4,282,820 72,892,804 97,560,000 0 0 174,735,624 

Health and nutrition 2,020,000 2,275,000 12,830,000 18,378,000 500,000 0 36,003,000 

Education 5,538,000 24,060,000 96,300,000 200,831,567 220,490,000 0 547,219,567 

Child protection 8,500,000 5,034,476 38,620,000 23,400,000 43,040,000 0 118,594,476 

Basic needs/non-
food items 

0 2,000,000 29,500,000 14,940,000 5,200,000 0 51,640,000 

Social policy 0 0 8,475,000 20,340,000 0 0 28,815,000 

Youth/adolescents 0 0 10,000,000 27,487,800 0 0 37,487,800 

Palestinian 0 0 0 17,554,525 0 0 17,554,525 

Total   16,058,000 37,652,296 268,617,804 420,491,892 269,230,000 7,500,000 1,019,549,992 

http://www.unicef.org/appeals/syrianrefugees

