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Humanitarian
Action for
Children

Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea
The humanitarian situation in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is characterized
by chronic food insecurity and limited access to quality health and water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) services, which have resulted in chronic undernutrition and poor health
outcomes. An estimated 18 million people are food insecure and 200,000 children are
affected by acute malnutrition.4 Recurring natural disasters such as flooding and drought
have exacerbated existing vulnerabilities. In August 2016, heavy rains from Typhoon
Lionrock in North Hamgyong Province resulted in widespread flooding and the destruction
of infrastructure, livestock and crops, affecting more than 600,000 people. 5 Children,
pregnant women and lactating mothers are facing an increased risk of water-borne
diseases – with a four-fold increase in diarrhoea – as well as communicable disease
outbreaks. The number of children suffering from acute malnutrition in flood-affected areas
who are in need of life-saving treatment every month has quadrupled from 500 to 2,000. It
is expected that the current situation will persist through 2017. The Government has
urgently requested the support of the international community to meet humanitarian needs.
Humanitarian strategy

Results from 2016

To address limited access to quality health
and WASH services in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, UNICEF is
supporting service delivery through the
provision of life-saving supplies for
children and women. Using the 'first 1,000
days of life’ approach, UNICEF will
integrate interventions in nutrition, health
and WASH to improve child well-being.
Integrated services will contribute to
reducing maternal and under-five mortality,
promoting early childhood development,
addressing undernutrition among women
and girls, facilitating equitable access to
WASH services and building community
resilience. In 2017, health and nutrition
programmes will reach 50 counties with
life-saving interventions. UNICEF will also
work to strengthen the availability and
quality of child-related data, which will be
critical to identifying and reaching most atrisk children. UNICEF will continue to
coordinate the response in the nutrition
and WASH sectors and co-lead the health
sector.

As of October 31 2016, UNICEF had
received US$6.8 million against the
US$27.8 million appeal (25 per cent
funded).7 UNICEF and partners reached
250,385 children under 1 year with
Expanded Programme on Immunization
vaccines and 255,049 pregnant women
received two doses of the booster vaccine
for tetanus. Children received multimicronutrient supplementation and mothers
received information on good hygiene
practices and access to safe water.
UNICEF and partners also contributed to
the response to Typhoon Lionrock through
the distribution of pre-positioned emergency
relief stocks. Twenty temporary health
clinics and 24 inter-agency emergency
health kits were provided to support the
restoration of primary health care services.
Water filters, water purification tablets,
soaps and buckets were distributed to more
than 91,000 people. About 6,000
malnourished children were treated in the
sites for community management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM) in the six affected
counties. Multi-micronutrient supplements
and vitamin A were also provided to
100,000 pregnant women and lactating
mothers and children aged 6 to 23 months.

Total people in need:
18 million1
Total children (<18) in need:
4.95 million2
Total people to be reached in 2017:
4.3 million3
Total children to be reached in 2017:
2.2 million

2017 programme targets*
Nutrition
• 60,000 children under 5 with severe
acute malnutrition (SAM) treated6
• 1.6 million children received vitamin A
supplementation
• 700,000 pregnant women and lactating
mothers received multi-micronutrient
supplementation
• 500,000 children aged 6 to 23 months
received multi-micronutrient
supplementation

Health
• 368,000 children immunized against
measles
• 300,000 children with diarrhoea
accessing life-saving medicines
• 2.2 million people accessing essential
medicine

WASH
• 60,000 people accessing safe drinking
water and sanitation and hygiene
(including 15,000 families of SAM
children)
• 20,000 people accessing safe drinking
water
*Targets for the flood response from January 2017
onwards have been integrated and are reflected
above.
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Cluste
r total
result
s
Regular humanitarian
response
Floods
Cluster
2016 target

NUTRITION
Children aged 0 to 59 months with complications treated for SAM
and moderate acute malnutrition
Children aged 6 to 23 months who received multi-micronutrient
supplementation
People (including women of child-bearing age, pregnant and
lactating women and children aged 6 to 23 months) who received
multi-micronutrient supplementation
HEALTH
Children under 12 months with access to routine immunization
and essential newborn services
Pregnant women with access to antenatal care, immunization
and safe delivery services
Children dewormed twice a year
Children aged 6 to 59 months who received two doses of vitamin
A
Children aged 5 to 14 years who received warm clothing for
winter protection
WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE
People, including schoolchildren, with access to clean water

People provided with information on appropriate hygiene
practices
People with access to treated water and safe storage
People, including children and women, accessing toilets and
washing facilities that are appropriate, secure, sanitary, userfriendly and gender-appropriate
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

UNICEF 2016
targeti

UNICEF total
resultsii

25,000

25,000iii

20,000

4,021

14,222

11,374

Regular humanitarian
response

4,900,000

2,820,000

Regular humanitarian
response

370,000

302,167

372,000

306,820

15,175

6,762

1,500,000

1,033,192

1,700,000

1,549,478

40,235

44,706

28,000

28,000

250,000

109,200

138,214

91,200

2,000,000

1,000,000

75,970

20,000

1,000,000

497,000

63,675

40,000

Floods

Regular humanitarian
response
Floods
Regular humanitarian
response
Regular humanitarian
response
Floods
Floods
Regular humanitarian
response
Floods
Regular humanitarian
response
Floods
Regular humanitarian
response
Floods

Targets for flood response are for the duration of the emergency from September 2016 to April 2017.
Results for flood response are as of 28 October 2016 unless otherwise indicated. Data for regular emergency response are as of 31 October 2016 and
will be updated in December 2016 as they are being collected and analysed.
This is a subset of the total number of children under 5 targeted in 2016 (45,000) and reached in 2016 (57,000) by UNICEF through 31 October 2016.

Funding requirements8viii
Given the current situation in the country, fundraising for UNICEF
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea remains a challenge. In line
with the country's inter-agency 2017 Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea Needs and Priorities Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$16.5
million to meet the humanitarian needs of children and women in
2017. This includes a portion of flood response requirements from
January through April 2017. With the requested funding, UNICEF
will continue to support life-saving interventions in health, nutrition
and WASH in response to recurrent disasters and the ongoing
humanitarian situation, and support programming for the national
response to the country’s undernutrition emergency.

Sector

2017 requirements
(US$)

Nutrition

7,000,000

Health

6,000,000

Water, sanitation and hygiene

3,500,000

Total

16,500,0009ix

World Food Programme and Food and Agriculture Organization, 'Comprehensive Food Security Assessment – WFP and FAO joint report', November,
2014.
2 As per the Socio-Economic Demographic Health Survey 2014, 27.5 per cent of the population is under 18 years of age. Therefore, 27.5 per cent of
18 million in humanitarian need is 4.95 million children in need of humanitarian support.
3 The total people to be reached in 2017 is based on the 2017 targets, namely the 1.6 million children under 5 to receive vitamin A supplementation,
the 2.2 million people accessing essential medicine and the 700,000 pregnant women and lactating mothers receiving multi-micronutrient
supplementation.
4 This is the annual caseload/disease burden of SAM with and without complications (60,000) and moderate acute malnutrition with complications
(140,000) countrywide (Ministry of Public Health, 2015).
5 Interagency needs assessment co-led by UNICEF. See: <www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/dprk-us282-million-urgently-needed-provideimmediate-assistance-600000-peopl>, accessed 12 December 2016.
6 This figure represents about 80 per cent of the annual caseload/disease burden of SAM with and without complications countrywide, and is a subset
of the overall 2017 SAM target by UNICEF based on 2015 CMAM data projections.
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Available funds included funding received against the current appeal of US$6.6 million and US$219,500 carried forward from the previous year.
The appeal in Humanitarian Action for Children 2017 supersedes the revised appeal in Humanitarian Action for Children 2016 as of 1 January 2017.
9 This total funding needs and targeted beneficiaries include the pro-rated flood response.
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Who to contact for further
information:

Oyunsaihan Dendevnorov
Representative- DPRK Office
Tel: +850 2381 7150
Email odendevnorov@unicef.org

Yasmin Haque
Deputy Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7150
Email: yhaque@unicef.org

Olav Kjorven
Director, Public Partnership Division
(PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: okjorven@unicef.org

