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Afghanistan 

 

Total people in need:  
9.3 million1 
Total children (<18) in need:  
5 million 
Total people to be reached in 2017:  
1.9 million 
Total children to be reached in 2017: 
1.03 million 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The armed conflict and rising insecurity in Afghanistan forced 245,000 people2 to flee their 
homes in 2016, bringing the cumulative number of internally displaced people to 1.1 
million. Although more than 600,000 Afghan refugees returned from Pakistan and Iran by 
early December,3 most have not yet resettled into their respective communities due to 
insecurity. Afghanistan is also hosting 175,000 Pakistani refugees4 who fled insecurity 
related to military operations in Waziristan in 2014. Natural disasters, particularly 
earthquakes, floods, landslides and drought, affect 235,000 people every year on average.5 
The fighting is impacting the provision of basic services, with the closure or destruction of 
schools and health facilities. As a result, an estimated 1.9 million people are in dire need of 
protection and emergency health, education and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
interventions. Afghanistan is also facing a national nutrition crisis, with an estimated 
236,000 children in dire need of treatment for severe acute malnutrition (SAM). 
 
 
 

 
Humanitarian strategy 
 

UNICEF will continue to lead the nutrition 
and WASH clusters, and serve as a 
member of the protection cluster and the 
Education in Emergency Working Group, 
to strengthen leadership, improve 
coordination and facilitate robust 
contingency planning processes at 
national and sub-national levels. In health 
and nutrition, UNICEF will collaborate with 
Basic Package of Health Services project 
implementers to deliver services through 
existing health facilities. Mobile health 
teams and nutrition teams will serve 
populations outside of health facilities’ 
catchment areas. With the increasing 
focus on nutrition interventions, UNICEF's 
2017 target for treating children with SAM 
has increased by almost 150 per cent. 
UNICEF will use innovative 
contingency/emergency programme 
agreements with per-capita costing to 
ensure the timely and effective provision of 
WASH services to the affected population. 
Risk mapping in provinces of high disaster 
risk will be developed and resilience will be 
strengthened at the provincial, district and 
community levels. UNICEF will support 
and establish community-based schools 
and child-friendly spaces using teachers 
and facilitators from affected communities. 
Advocacy on children’s rights will continue 
at national and regional levels, and efforts 
will be made to strengthen the Monitoring 
and Reporting Mechanism. 

 
 
 

 

2017 programme targets  
 
Nutrition 
• 236,000 children under 5 with SAM 

admitted for treatment 
• 76,600 children under 5 receiving 

micronutrients 

 
Health 
• 50,000 children immunized against 

measles 
• 50,000 affected people receiving health 

education 

 
WASH 
• 250,000 returnees, internally displaced 

persons and members of host 
communities accessing safe drinking 
water 

• 150,000 returnees, internally displaced 
persons and members of host 
communities accessing sanitation 
facilities 

 
Child protection 
• 28,600 children accessing psychosocial 

support through child-friendly spaces  
• 5,000 children protected and supported 

through case management   

 
Education 
• 100,000 emergency-affected children 

and adolescents provided with access to 
quality education 

 

 

Results from 2016 
 

As of 31 October 2016, UNICEF had 
received US$18.2 million against the 
US$27.8 million appeal (65 per cent 
funded).6 UNICEF had to use funds from 
other sources7 to provide underfunded but 
critically needed humanitarian services, 
including to the large number of 
unanticipated returnees from Pakistan in 
transit centres and communities in the east 
and central provinces. UNICEF’s 
malnutrition response surpassed 2016 
targets by the end of October, due to the 
unforeseen sudden influx of Afghan 
returnees from Pakistan, and the 
accelerated establishment of nutrition 
sentinel sites that were able to treat more 
children earlier than planned. A 
micronutrient supplementation campaign is 
pending a comprehensive capacity building 
package, which will ensure coherent 
messaging on the use of multiple 
micronutrient powder. By the end of 
October, UNICEF had already supported 97 
per cent of children targeted for 
psychosocial support. Although UNICEF’s 
education-in-emergencies interventions 
provided safe and protective learning 
spaces for displaced and at-risk children, 
insufficient funding, the closure of schools 
due to insecurity and negative traditional 
norms undermined the attainment of the 
education targets established for 2016. 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 

 



 

Who to contact for further 
information: 

Adele Khodr 
Representative- Afghanistan 
Tel: +93 790 507 100 
Email akhodr@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of 
Emergency Programmes (EMOPS) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjorven 
Director, Public Partnership 
Division (PPD) 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

 

www.unicef.org/appeals/afghanistan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘2017 Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overview’, OCHA. 
2 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘Afghanistan Flash Appeal: One million people on the move – covering Sep-Dec 2016’, OCHA, 2016, 
<http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg_2016_flash_appeal_web.pdf>, accessed 14 December 2016. 
3 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘2017 Afghanistan Humanitarian Needs Overview’, OCHA. 
4 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘2016 Humanitarian Response Plan Third Quarter Report of Financing, Achievements and Response Challenges: 
Afghanistan January-September 2016’, OCHA, 2016, <www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/document/afghanistan-2016-humanitarian-
response-plan-third-quarter-report>, accessed 14 December 2016. 
5 Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, ‘2016 Humanitarian Response Plan: Afghanistan January-December 2016’, OCHA, November 2016, 
<http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-2016-humanitarian-response-plan-january-december-2016>, accessed 14 December 2016. 
6 Available funds included funding received against the current appeal of US$3.1 million and US$15 million carried forward from the previous year. 
7 Regular resources and other regular resources. 

                                                                        

 
Cluster 2016 

target 
Cluster total 

results 
UNICEF 

2016 target 
UNICEF 

total resultsi 

NUTRITION 

Children aged 0 to 59 months with SAM admitted for treatmenti 97,000 119,701 97,000 119,701 

Children under 5 who received micronutrients 333,013 23,097 57,000 23,097 

HEALTH 

Children who received measles vaccination   224,000 250,000 

Pregnant women and children benefiting from health services   224,000 201,732 

Affected people who received health education   50,000 21,000 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

People with sufficient water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

1,020,000 523,077 200,000 112,500 

People with access to adequate sanitation facilities 660,000 276,192 100,000 30,700 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children who received psychosocial support through child-friendly 
spaces 

12,500 12,174 12,500 12,174 

Children protected and supported through case management 7,500 1,110ii 7,500 1,110ii 

EDUCATION 

Children who accessed formal and non-formal education   40,000 49,274 

Children who accessed psychosocial support through schools   40,000 1,279 

Results are through 30 November 2016 unless noted. As of 2016 there is no education cluster in Afghanistan. 
(i) UNICEF is the only cluster member that provides SAM treatment and micronutrients. Therefore, the UNICEF performance and cluster performance show 

the same number. The SAM treatment numbers reflect services in 22 emergency-affected provinces. UNICEF has reached more children in 12 other 
provinces under its regular nutrition programme. The change in the micronutrients target was submitted after the deadline of the Humanitarian Action for 
Children mid-year review submissions and hence had not been reflected at the mid-year review.  

(ii) During the Humanitarian Action for Children 2016 mid-year review, the cluster results and UNICEF results under this indicator were miscalculated and 
showed 3,486, which included adult casework as well. It is now being corrected to 1,110, which includes child case management only. 

 

Sector 
2017 requirements 

(US$) 

Nutrition 14,500,000 

Health 1,000,000 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 5,000,000 

Child protection 5,000,000 

Education 4,000,000 

Cluster/sector coordination 1,000,000 

Total 30,500,000 

Funding requirements 

 
In line with the Afghanistan inter-agency 2017 Humanitarian 
Response Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$30.5 million to meet the 
humanitarian needs of children in the country in 2017. Without 
additional funding, UNICEF will be unable to support the national 
response to the country’s continuing nutrition crisis and provide 
critical WASH services to internally displaced persons facing the 
spread of diseases. Record levels of displacement in the country 
and record levels of civilian casualties – especially among children 
– necessitates a boost in education and child protection 
interventions in 2017.  

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/afghanistan.html

