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Cox’s Bazar (Bangladesh): Child Protection Secondary Data Review: 18 October 2017  

This document collates and analyzes available information on key child protection issues from a 

compilation of reports. It covers the period since the surge of Unregistered Myanmar Nationals (UMNs) in 

August and September 2017, and includes in-crisis information about the following child protection 

vulnerabilities in Cox’s Bazar: overall protection, overall child protection, child labor, child marriage, child 

trafficking, danger and injuries, physical violence and other harmful practices, psychosocial distress and 

mental disorder, sexual violence and exploitation, unaccompanied and separated children, and other child 

protection issues. The document also provides a section on information gaps, an overview of the legal 

framework and a list of documents used to create this report. 

 

Overall Protection 

 Conflict and human rights abuses in Rakhine state in Myanmar, where one million Rohingya 

account for nearly a third of Rakhine’s population, have contributed to the displacement of 

the Rohingya into Bangladesh since 2012. Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar 

Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 In terms of general protection concerns one key issue for UMN is lack of identification. 

Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 

October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 The remote nature of the new camps also hinders the humanitarian response to deliver 

services safely to vulnerable people, such as the elderly as well as pregnant women who may 

be unable to walk the long distances required to distribution sites and other service centres. 

Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 

October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 Military participating in distributions using threats of violence (beating with a stick) for those 

who moved out of the designated area, forcing large groups to cram together and wait 

squatting on the ground en mass for the distribution to begin. Assessment Report: 

Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief 

International and IRC 

 50 per cent of new arrivals do not have safe access to essential services including latrines, 

bathing spaces, education and distribution points. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, 

FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Sites are overcrowded without proper planning and lighting, which is causing safety and 

security concerns especially for women and girls. Due to overcrowding, lack of privacy has 

also been reported as a key concern. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL 

REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 
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 Lack of dignity and hygiene materials available for women and girls, which are necessary to 

ensure their basic dignity, safety and mobility. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, 

FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 People are making huts but the majority people are staying in open air, suffering from 

exhaustion, sickness and hunger as most of them have walked 50-60 kilometres for up to six 

days, and are in dire need of food, water and protection. It is estimated that 90 per cent of 

the new arrivals are children, women and the elderly. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation 

report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 

 With the new influx since 25 August, the current total number of Rohingyas who have fled 

from Myanmar into Bangladesh, coupled with the affected population in communities, has 

reached a staggering 1.2 million, including 720,000 children. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 15 October 2018 

 

Overall Child Protection 

 Observation at the sites suggests an urgent need for child friendly spaces and education as 

children of all ages are seen alone or in groups both inside the camps and wandering outside 

the camps with no adult supervision. Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals 

influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 As noted by the key informants and observed by the assessment team, schools – primary and 

secondary – are not available in the settlements for many school-aged children who have 

been displaced from Myanmar, particularly recently displaced children. These children will 

likely fall behind in their learning and may be more vulnerable to exploitation and other risks 

facing children in the settlements. Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals 

influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 Many children are collecting water and firewood for their families in the jungle, with 

significant protection risks. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s 

Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Affected children and their families are in urgent need of shelter, food, safe drinking water 

and sanitation as well as protection. Children are at risk of injury, exploitation and abuse as 

there is no safe place in the temporary shelters or roads, and parents are occupied with flood 

response. In addition, 50 per cent of females, in particular, in government shelters indicated 

that they were not feeling safe; particularly while using latrines and places for bathing. 

Children are out of school and it is not clear at this stage when they will resume schooling.  

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation Report (Monsoon Floods), UNICEF, 1 September 2017 

 Around 8,000 families have started a new settlement in South Balukhali. It is observed that 

the children outnumber the adults, and are suffering from hunger, and lacking shelter and 
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health facilities. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 

2017 

 The new influx children and adolescent are in a very critical situation. Children are living in 

the open, beside the camps, roads and forests. They are getting sick due to lack of clean 

water, proper sanitation and intermittent heavy rainfall. Young children are suffering from 

cold fever as they are staying with wet cloths and lack of additional clothes. Bangladesh 

Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 

 The condition of the newly-arrived children and adolescents are extremely dire. Many are 

staying alongside the roads with their families and relatives. Lack of basic needs including 

food, shelter, sanitation facilities, and safe places to stay, greatly undermines the safety and 

security of children, especially girls. There are also a significant number of infants among 

these children. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 

2017 

 According to the lasted reports from the Inter Sector Coordination Group (ISCG), 58 per cent 

of the newly arrived Rohingya people are under 18, 67 per cent are female, while 9 per cent 

are infants below one year, 23 per cent are children under five and 28 per cent are children 

between 6-18 years. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 29 

September 2017 

 Among the new arrivals, 80 per cent are estimated to be children and women, including new-

born babies and pregnant and lactating mothers.  According to reports from IOM, 58 per cent 

of the current influx are children and 10 per cent are pregnant and lactating mothers.  

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 8 October 2017 

 

Child Labour 

 Boys and girls may be exposed to child labor. Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar 

Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 There are increasing concerns on the risk of child trafficking, child marriage, child labour, 

sexual assault against children, especially for adolescent girls. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 

Child Marriage 

 Girls may face sexual exploitation by forced early marriage. Assessment Report: 

Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief 

International and IRC 

 However, protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack 

of privacy, overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human 
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trafficking. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 

September 2017 

 Inside the camps, women and girls feel relatively safe in accessing WASH facilities, however 

protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack of privacy, 

overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human trafficking. Multi 

Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 There are increasing concerns on the risk of child trafficking, child marriage, child labour, 

sexual assault against children, especially for adolescent girls. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 

 

Child Trafficking 

 However, protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack 

of privacy, overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human 

trafficking. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 

September 2017 

 Inside the camps, women and girls feel relatively safe in accessing WASH facilities, however 

protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack of privacy, 

overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human trafficking. Multi 

Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Children and adolescents, especially girls are vulnerable to trafficking as different child 

trafficking groups are active in the region. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report 

(Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 

 There are increasing concerns on the risk of child trafficking, child marriage, child labour, 

sexual assault against children, especially for adolescent girls. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 

 

Danger and Injuries 

 The number of people who are on the move is creating security and protection complications, 

with two children killed in a car accident on 10 September and more injured. Multi Sectoral 

Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 
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Physical Violence and other Harmful Practices 

 Inside the camps, women and girls feel relatively safe in accessing WASH facilities, however 

protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack of privacy, 

overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human trafficking. Multi 

Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Newly arrived children do not have access to Moktab or Madrassas (educational institutions) 

and very few (less than 25%) are attending schools and learning centres. Multi Sectoral Rapid 

Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 

 

Psychosocial Distress and Mental Disorder 

 Children are traumatized from what they have witnessed, and so are silent, especially the 

adolescent girls. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 

2017 

 Children, as well as adults, are frightened and traumatised and in need of psychosocial 

support. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 Protection issues have been noted including the lack of child friendly spaces, lack of privacy, 

overcrowding, reported child marriage and child exploitation, and human trafficking. Multi 

Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 

 

Sexual Violence and Exploitation 

 In terms of the current response and services being offered that address violence against 

women and girls, several concerns were observed during the assessment around harmful 

practices that do not meet international standards for supporting survivors. These included 

men operating in women’s safe spaces, identifiable GBV sign posts without the necessary 

discretion required, and men exposing survivors to the community. Assessment Report: 

Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief 

International and IRC 

 Safety and security concerns of women and girls need to urgently be addressed, especially 

with regards to accessing basic services including water and sanitation facilities. Across all 

sites it was found that women and girls do not have any personal dignity items, with the lack 

of suitable clothing creating movement restrictions for women. Multi Sectoral Rapid 

Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Individuals who reported they had experienced gender-based violence have not been able to 

access appropriate support. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s 

Bazar 17 September 2017 
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 Support-services for GBV has been identified as a critical need. Multi Sectoral Rapid 

Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 There is high risk of exploitation and gender-based violence at almost all the new 

spontaneous sites. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 

September 2017 

 There are increasing concerns on the risk of child trafficking, child marriage, child labour, 

sexual assault against children, especially for adolescent girls. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 

 

Unaccompanied and Separated Children 

 Twenty-one of the 28 teacher key informants confirmed that they knew of at least one 

unaccompanied child in their site. Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals 

influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

 Separated and unaccompanied children identified at all sites. Multi Sectoral Rapid 

Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Large numbers of unaccompanied and separated children observed at the site. Multi Sectoral 

Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 A large number of unaccompanied and separated children have also been identified who are 

currently being taken care of by the neighbours or caregivers. Multi Sectoral Rapid 

Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 80 unaccompanied and separated children were reported at the site, and several children 

were also reported as missing from the site. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL 

REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

 Border and law enforcement agencies are putting pressure on camp management 

committees to refuse entry to new refugees in camps. Thus, new arrivals are not disclosing 

their identity, creating difficulties to identify unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) 

and extreme vulnerable individuals (EVIs). As of 4 September, a total 268 UASC {SC=22},(Boys: 

132, Girls: 95), UA=42 (Boys: 20, Girls: 22)} separated and unaccompanied children were 

identified and registered. Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 

September 2017 

 In most cases adolescent girls and boys are travelling with other relatives or neighbours, with 

families following several days later, which makes it difficult to reunite family members. 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 

 The number of unaccompanied and separated children is expected to increase hence tracing 

of such children is an urgent need to provide protection and care. Bangladesh Humanitarian 

Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 
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 Strengthened family tracing mechanisms are needed for unaccompanied and separated 

children, and other separated families. Follow up and monitoring mechanisms are also 

needed for Extremely Vulnerable Individuals including unaccompanied children. Bangladesh 

Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

 

 

Other Child Protection issues 

 Twenty (20) noted that, in their communities, children are not attending school, as there are 

no schools (12), parents are unaware of the need to send the children to schools (5), and 

money or poverty is an impediment to attending schools (5). Assessment Report: 

Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, October 2017, Relief 

International and IRC 

 Limited informal education available through Moktab/Madrassas, however, in most sites 

there is no access to any education and newly arrived children are not attending informal or 

formal education. Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 

September 2017 

 

Information Gaps 

There are information gaps on: 

 Child trafficking 

 Child labour and exploitation 

 Child marriage and other coping mechanisms 

 Justice for Children – documentation and registration 

 Psychosocial Distress and Mental Disorder 

 Analysis of intercommunity dynamics 

 Nature of human trafficking 

 Further disaggregation of figures by type of child (UMN, host community, etc.) and 

geography 

 Numbers and location of unaccompanied and separated children (requires the 

establishment of a case management database to better identify and document these 

children so that an appropriate response can be put in place) 

 Community support mechanisms, including existing care options for unaccompanied and 

separated children 

 Number and level of education of affected children, disaggregated by sex and age or age 

groups 

 The number and location of children injured and killed 
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Documents used in this report - For more information 

Assessment Report: Undocumented Myanmar Nationals influx to Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 

October 2017, Relief International and IRC 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Assessment%20Report_UMN_Banglad

esh_IRC_RI_October%202017.pdf 

Multi Sectoral Rapid Assessments – Influx, FINAL REPORT, Cox’s Bazar 17 September 2017 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Multi%20Sector%20Rapid%20Needs%2

0Assessment.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation Report (Monsoon Floods), UNICEF, 1 September 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_M

onsoon_Floods_1_Sept_2017.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 5 September 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_SitRep_Influx_of_Ro

hyingya_5Sept2017.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 12 September 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_on

_Rohingya_Influx_12_Sept_2017.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 29 September 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_inf

lux_of_Rohingya_29_Sept_2017.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 8 October 2017 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_8O

ct2017.pdf 

Bangladesh Humanitarian Situation report (Rohingya influx), 15 October 2018 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Bangladesh_Humanitarian_Situation_Report_Ro

hingya_Influx_15_Oct_2017.pdf 
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Legal Framework 

 Convention on the Rights of the Child 

 ILO Convention 138 on Elimination of the Worse Forms of Child Labour 

 ILO Convention 182 on Minimum Age  

 Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

 Convention against Trans-National Organized Crime. 

 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 

 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in 

armed conflict 
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