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Feature

Iraq

Affected 
AreAS

Kirkuk and Salah Din 
governorates

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict

fIgureS More than 133,000 new 
displacements between 21 
September and 17 October

cOntext

More than 33,000 people were displaced between 21 
September and 5 October from Hawija district in Kirkuk gover-
norate and Shirqat district in Salah Din governorate as the Iraqi 
army launched parallel offensives to drive out Islamic State in 
the Iraq and Levant (ISIL) fighters. People fled to surrounding 
areas, some also crossing into Ninewa governorate. “Among 
them are older people, new-born babies and children who 
don’t know where their parents are. Although the government 
has now declared the [Hawija] offensive over, these civilians are 
still in immediate need of food, water, shelter, and protection 
and safety,” said the Norwegian Refugee Council’s country 
director in Iraq, Heidi Diedrich, on 5 October (NRC, 5 Oct 2017; 
IOM, 5 Oct 2017). 

https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/high-civilian-needs-hawiga-retaken
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM_Iraq_DTM-HawijaShirqat_Displacement_Overview_5Oct2017.pdf
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More than 100,000 people were forced out of their homes 
by conflict in Kirkuk, Makhmur and Tuz Khomato districts 
between 15 and 17 October as the Iraqi government took back 
Kurdish-controlled areas. Most displaced families had begun 
returning by 17 October. Those that remained displaced stayed 
in the homes of friends or host communities. The Iraqi offensive 
came in response to last month’s Kurdish independence vote  
(OCHA, 17 Oct 2017; Al Jazeera, 18 Oct 2017; OCHA, 21 Oct 
2017).

east asia and PaciFic

Indonesia

Affected 
AreAS

Bali, East Nusa Tenggara, West 
Java

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS As many as 188,000 new 
displacements between 22 
September and 10 October 

cOntext

As many as 186,000 people were evacuated from areas 
surrounding Mount Agung Volcano in Bali between 22 
September and 10 October because of the risk of an erup-
tion. Of those evacuated, 150,000 people stayed in evacuation 
centres while about 30,000 were with friends and family. 
Although evacuees from villages outside of the danger zone 
were told they could return to their homes on 30 September, 
most remained spread across 400 shelters (CNN, 30 Sept 2017; 
Radio Australia, 10 Oct 2017; BNPB, 16 Oct 2017).

More than 1,300 people were evacuated in Cianjur 
Regency, West Java, between 1 and 3 October due to land-
slides and the risk of additional landslides. Some people shel-
tered in the village hall and school, while others stayed outside 
of danger zones with family and friends (BNPB, 3 Oct 2017; 
Jakarta Globe, 4 Oct 2017).

About 700 people were displaced on 10 October due to 
several earthquakes around Mount Lewotolok in East Nusa 
Tenggara province that sparked fears of an eruption (BNPB, 
11 Oct 2017; Jakarta Globe, 11 Oct 2017). 

Vanuatu

Affected 
AreAS

Ambae island 

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS As many as 11,000 new 
displacements between 23 
September and 18 October

cOntext

The entire population of Ambae island, about 11,000 people, 
was displaced by the eruption of Volcano Manaro between 
23 September and 18 October. Residents fled towards the 
islands of Efate, Maewo, Pentecost and Santo, as Manaro spat 
ash, fire, stones and lava. Only security personnel remained 
on the island as of 18 October (Vanuatu National Disaster 
Management Office, 25 Sept 2017 and 18 Oct 2017; ABC, 
27 Sept 2017). 

Vietnam 

Affected 
AreAS

Ha Tinh, Nghe An, Quang Bình, 
Quang Tri and Thua Thien-Hue 

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS More than 61,000 new 
displacements between 9 and 
12 October 

cOntext

More than 61,000 people (17,000 households) were evacuated 
in northern and central Vietnam between 9 and 12 October 
after heavy rain triggered floods and landslides. The flooding, 
said to be the worst in decades, submerged some 34,000 
houses and caused more than 300 homes to collapse entirely 
(Thomson Reuters Foundation, 12 Oct 2017; Al Jazeera, 16 
Oct 2017).

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/171016_HC%20statement%20on%20northern%20Iraq%20developments.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/iraq-military-declares-mission-accomplished-kirkuk-171018085053447.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/211017%20HC%20statement%20on%20assistance%20to%20recently%20displaced%20people.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/211017%20HC%20statement%20on%20assistance%20to%20recently%20displaced%20people.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2017/09/30/asia/bali-evacuees-go-home/index.html
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/international/2017-10-10/bali-volcano-islands-governor-says-he-got-his-numbers-wrong-on-mount-agung-refugees/1707756
https://www.bnpb.go.id/home/page/gunungagung
https://www.bnpb.go.id/home/detail/3481/1.300-Jiwa-Mengungsi-dan-380-Rumah-Rusak-Akibat-Gerakan-Tanah-di-Cianjur
http://jakartaglobe.id/news/least-1300-evacuated-380-homes-damaged-west-java-landslides/
https://www.bnpb.go.id/home/detail/3493/Gunung-Ili-Lewotolok-Tidak-Meletus,-723-Orang-Mengungsi
https://www.bnpb.go.id/home/detail/3493/Gunung-Ili-Lewotolok-Tidak-Meletus,-723-Orang-Mengungsi
http://jakartaglobe.id/news/false-alarm-east-nusa-tenggara-volcano/
https://reliefweb.int/report/vanuatu/ndmo-penama-situation-report-no2-volcano-activity-ambae-25th-september-2017
https://reliefweb.int/report/vanuatu/ndmo-penama-situation-report-no2-volcano-activity-ambae-25th-september-2017
https://ndmo.gov.vu/volcanic-activity/category/50-01-national
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-26/volcanic-eruption-forces-thousands-to-evacuate-island-in-vanuatu/8990922
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-26/volcanic-eruption-forces-thousands-to-evacuate-island-in-vanuatu/8990922
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-09-26/volcanic-eruption-forces-thousands-to-evacuate-island-in-vanuatu/8990922
http://news.trust.org/item/20171012055620-ki107/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/vietnam-flood-alert-171016091219130.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/vietnam-flood-alert-171016091219130.html
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euroPe and central asia

Portugal

Affected 
AreAS

Minho province

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS About 6,000 new displacements 
between 15 and 16 October 

cOntext

About 6,000 people were forced to leave their homes on evac-
uation orders during the night between 15 and 16 October 
due to fast spreading wildfires in the city of Braga in Minho 
province and the surrounding Lamaçães valley. The country 
was battling six separate wildfires as of 16 October (O Minho, 
16 Oct 2017). 

latin america and caribbean
Costa Rica

Affected 
AreAS

Countrywide

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS More than 11,000 new 
displacements between 4 and 6 
October

cOntext

More than 11,000 people evacuated their homes between 4 
and 6 October after Hurricane Nate made landfall bringing 
flooding and landslides. The hurricane, described as the most 
destructive storm the country has experienced in recent years, 
left over 400,000 people without running water (Bohemia, 6 
Oct 2017; Floodlist, 6 Oct 2017). 

Nicaragua

Affected 
AreAS

Countrywide

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS About 17,000 new 
displacements between 5 and 7 
October

cOntext

More than 17,000 people were displaced between 5 October 
and 7 October after Hurricane Nate caused countrywide 
flooding. Of those displaced, about 16,000 people stayed 
with host families while about 1,300 people sought refuge 
in shelters (El Voz del Sandinismo, 8 Oct 2017).

middle east and north aFrica

Libya 

Affected 
AreAS

Zawiya District

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict

fIgureS More than 25,000 new 
displacements between 17 
September and 12 October

cOntext

More than 25,000 people were displaced by fighting between 
armed groups in Sabratha in Zawiya district between 17 
September and 12 October. This included 11,000 people 
forced to leave their homes and about 14,000 people evac-
uated from migrant detention centres in Sabratha to similar 
centres in the Tripoli area. Of the 11,000 residents, most fled 
towards nearby cities in Nuqat Khams and Zawiya district. 
Some returned to Sabratha in the first week of October as the 
clashes came to an end, while others were unable to return 
due to the destruction of their homes (IOM, 12 Oct 2017; 
IOM, 16 Oct 2017). 

Syria 

Affected 
AreAS

Deir ez-Zor and Raqqa 
governorates

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict

fIgureS About 117,000 new 
displacements between 1 
September and 13 October

cOntext

As many as 112,000 people were displaced by heavy fighting 
in Deir ez-Zor governorate between 1 September and 15 
October. Some people fled to areas within the governorate 
while others crossed into neighbouring Hasakeh, Raqqa and 
Aleppo (CCCM Cluster, 18 Oct 2017, email on file with IDMC). 
Syrian Government Forces and Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
have increased airstrikes and advanced ground troops in the 
governorate since late July in an attempt to expel ISIL fighters 
(REACH, 19 Sep 2017; UNHCR, 13 Oct 2017). 

About 5,000 people fled Raqqa city to surrounding areas 
between 22 September and 13 October as an SDF offensive 
to drive out ISIL reached its final stage (REACH, 13 Oct 2017). 
The offensive, which began in April, displaced almost all of 
the city’s population (The Independent, 17 Oct 2017). When 
the city fell to SDF fighters on 13 October, only two to three 
thousand people remained and all but two of Raqqa’s neigh-
bourhoods were entirely emptied. No returns are expected in 
the coming months due to the extensive destruction of the 
city’s infrastructure and the heavy presence of mines and other 
unexploded ordnances (REACH, 13 Oct 2017).

https://ominho.pt/cerca-seis-mil-pessoas-evacuadas-tres-horas-inferno-na-cidade-dos-arcebispos/
https://ominho.pt/cerca-seis-mil-pessoas-evacuadas-tres-horas-inferno-na-cidade-dos-arcebispos/
http://bohemia.cu/mundo/2017/10/son-10-los-muertos-en-costa-rica-por-nate/
http://bohemia.cu/mundo/2017/10/son-10-los-muertos-en-costa-rica-por-nate/
http://floodlist.com/america/storm-nate-costa-rica-nicaragua-honduras-october-2017
http://www.lavozdelsandinismo.com/nicaragua/2017-10-08/sinapred-reporta-incidencias-lluvias-vientos/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9gGc5KJxGCpZnlEU2l3cGpRbWM/view
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IOM%20Libya%20Emergency%20Response%20Snapshot%207%20-%2016%20October%202017.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_cccm_deir-ez-zor_displacement_and_intentions_september_2017_v5.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/59e07b5d4.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_syr_ar-raqqa_city_situation_overview_vi_13_october_2017.pdf
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/raqqa-isis-battle-syria-defeat-latest-lost-us-sdf-rebel-monitoring-group-a8004581.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_syr_ar-raqqa_city_situation_overview_vi_13_october_2017.pdf
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north america

United States

Affected 
AreAS

Alabama, California, Florida, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto 
Rico, US Virgin Islands

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Disaster

fIgureS More than 187,000 new 
displacements between 20 
September and 8 October

cOntext

California
About 106,000 people were evacuated between 25 and 

28 September because of a canyon wildfire in Orange County 
that destroyed more than 5,000 homes (FEMA, 18 Oct 2017; 
FEMA 26 Sep 2017; FEMA, 28 Sep 2017). More than 22,000 
people displaced by the fires remained out of their homes as 
of 18 October (CALFIRE, 18 Oct 2017).

Mississippi 
More than 1,700 people in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana 

and Mississippi were evacuated to shelters between 7 and 8 
October due to flooding caused by Tropical Storm Nate. The 
majority of these displacements took place in Mississippi, 
where evacuation shelters housed about 1,100 people (The 
Guardian, 8 Oct 2017).

Puerto Rico
About 78,000 people were evacuated to more than 170 

shelters between 20 and 24 September after Hurricane Maria 
made landfall bringing strong winds and rain and causing struc-
tural damage to Guajataca Dam. This included about 11,000 
people forced to leave their homes because of flash floods 
that took place in the wake of the hurricane, and some 67,000 
people who were evacuated from Quesbradillas and Isabela 
municipalities to higher ground because of the risk of spill-overs 
from the ruptured dam (FEMA, 24 Sept 2017; FEMA, 23 Sep 
2017; Vox News, 22 Sept 2017). About 4,800 people remained 
in evacuation shelters as of 18 October (FEMA, 18 Oct 2017). 

The evacuations due to Hurricane Maria came just two 
weeks after more than 6,300 people were forced out of their 
homes because of winds and waves that hammered the coast 
from Hurricane Irma and caused major power outages across 
Puerto Rico (Reuters, 7 September 2017).

US Virgin Islands
About 1,400 people were evacuated to shelters in the 

United States Virgin Islands between 20 and 21 September 
2017 as Hurricane Maria battered the region with destructive 
winds and rain (FEMA, 21 Sept 2017). The storm added to the 
destruction caused by Hurricane Irma two weeks prior and 
set back recovery efforts, including tearing down tarping that 
replaced destroyed roofing and flooding already damaged 
buildings (New York Times, 27 Sept 2017; The Guardian, 8 Oct 
2017). Of those evacuated due to Hurricane Maria, about 300 
remained in shelters as of 18 October (FEMA, 18 Oct 2017).

sub-saharan aFrica
 
Democratic Republic of Congo

Affected 
AreAS

Kasai, South Kivu, Tanganyika

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict, Disaster 

fIgureS More than 400,000 new conflict 
displacements and 213,000 
returns between July and 30 
September; about 2,700 new 
disaster displacements between 
8 and 10 October 

cOntext

More than 400,000 people were newly displaced by conflict 
in DRC between July and the end of September, bringing 
the total number of IDPs in the country to 3.9 million. More 
than 100,000 people were displaced in North Kivu alone 
between July and September, most by armed attacks and 
clashes between Government Armed Forces and various 
armed groups. Similarly, about 78,000 people were displaced 
in Maniema and more than 23,000 people in South Kivu 
because of clashes between the government and armed 
groups. Inter-communal violence forced people from their 
homes in Tanganyika province and in the Greater Kasai region 
(Kasai, Kasai Central, Kasai Oriental, Lomami and Sankuru). 
This included 68,000 people in Tanganyika and more than 
95,000 people in the Greater Kasai region. At the same time, 
more than 213,000 IDPs returned to their former areas of 
origin between July and 30 September. This included about 
94,000 returnees to Tanganyika, half under a relocation and 
return programme and about 70,000 returnees to Greater 
Kasai. Although the security situation calmed in the Greater 
Kasai, many IDPs returned to burnt and pillaged villages (OCHA, 
30 Sep 2017). 

About 2,700 people were displaced by floods and wind 
that destroyed over 500 houses in Kamako, Kasai province 
between 8 and 10 October. With nowhere to shelter, displaced 
families slept out in the open (Radio Okapi, 10 Oct 2017).

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDHSFEMA/2017/10/18/file_attachments/898339/FEMA%2BDaily%2BOps%2BBriefing%2B10-18-2017.pdf
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-26-2017.pdf
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-28-2017.pdf
https://twitter.com/CALFIRE_PIO/status/920667093346824192
https://twitter.com/CALFIRE_PIO/status/920667093346824192
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/08/hurricane-nate-weakens-tropical-storm-gulf-coast
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/08/hurricane-nate-weakens-tropical-storm-gulf-coast
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-24-2017.pdf
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-23-2017.pdf
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-23-2017.pdf
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/9/21/16345176/hurricane-maria-2017-puerto-rico-san-juan-meteorology-wind-rain-power
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDHSFEMA/2017/10/18/file_attachments/898339/FEMA%2BDaily%2BOps%2BBriefing%2B10-18-2017.pdf
http://news.trust.org/item/20170907171527-b5qop/
http://www.disastercenter.com/FEMA+Daily+Ops+Briefing+09-21-2017.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/27/us/hurricane-maria-virgin-islands.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/08/us-virgin-islands-the-american-citizens-battered-by-hurricane-maria-and-forgotten
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/oct/08/us-virgin-islands-the-american-citizens-battered-by-hurricane-maria-and-forgotten
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDHSFEMA/2017/10/18/file_attachments/898339/FEMA%2BDaily%2BOps%2BBriefing%2B10-18-2017.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/USDHSFEMA/2017/10/18/file_attachments/898339/FEMA%2BDaily%2BOps%2BBriefing%2B10-18-2017.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/idp_fact-sheet_as_of_30_september_2017_en20102017.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/idp_fact-sheet_as_of_30_september_2017_en20102017.pdf
https://www.radiookapi.net/2017/10/10/actualite/societe/plus-de-500-maisons-se-sont-ecroulees-apres-une-forte-pluie-kamako
https://www.radiookapi.net/2017/10/10/actualite/societe/plus-de-500-maisons-se-sont-ecroulees-apres-une-forte-pluie-kamako
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For more information regarding 
the data, email us at:
data@idmc.ch

For more general information, 
email us at:
info@idmc.ch

Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
Norwegian Refugee Council 
3 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
www.internal-displacement.org 
+41 22 552 3600 

 Facebook.com/InternalDisplacement 
 Twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva

cOntact

disclaimer
The terminology, names and designations used in this update and the material in links do not imply any opinion on the part of 

IDMC. Displacement figures reported here are indicative only and have been rounded to the nearest 10 (if the total is less than 999), 
100 (if the total is less than 10,000) or 1,000 (if the figure is 10,000 or larger). 

The IDU gives priority to displacement flows that occurred or were reported in stated period. However, due to reliance on third 
party sources, certain entries may include information that refers to an earlier reporting period. For IDMC-validated and peer-re-

viewed figures, read our Global Report on Internal Displacement. 

Somalia 

Affected 
AreAS

Bakool, Bay, Banadir, Lower 
Shabelle, Mudug, Sanaag, 
Togdheer regions

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict, Disaster 

fIgureS About 30,000 new disaster 
displacements; about 11,000 
new conflict displacements 
between 1 and 30 September

cOntext

About 30,000 people were displaced due to the effects 
of drought between 1 and 30 September, most within the 
Bay and Togdheer regions, but also in Bakool, Mudug, and 
Sanaag. Over the same time period, about 11,000 people fled 
direct attacks by armed groups as well as clashes between 
the Somali Army and Al Shabab militants. Most moved from 
Lower Shabelle to Banadir (UNHCR, 18 Oct 2017; ACLED, 18 
Oct 2017).

Central African Republic

Affected 
AreAS

Basse-Kotto, Haut-Kotto, 
Mbomou, Nana-Mambere and 
Ouham-Pende prefectures

cAuSe Of 
dISplAcement

Conflict

fIgureS About 31,000 new 
displacements between 23 
September and 10 October

cOntext

About 15,000 people fled clashes in Bocaranga city in Ouham-
Pende between 23 and 26 September as armed groups fought 
for control of the city. People fled towards Bououm, Bouar, 
Bangui, and into the bush.

About 8,000 people fled into the bush after the arrival 
of armed groups and ensuing confrontations in Niem town 
in Nana-Mambere prefecture between September and early 
October (OCHA, 26 Sept 2017; OCHA, 9 Oct 2017).

About 8,000 people fled to  Bambari, the capital of 
Ouaka prefecture, between 18 September and 10 October 
having been displaced by fighting between armed groups in 
Mbomou, Haut-Kotto, and Basse-Kotto prefectures (OCHA, 
17 Oct 2017).

More than 600,000 people were displaced in CAR as of 
30 September. With only 29 percent of displaced people in 
camps, most IDPs are taken in by local communities, or else 
sleep out in the bush (CMP, 30 Sept 2017).

http://www.facebook.com/InternalDisplacement
http://www.twitter.com/IDMC_Geneva
http://internal-displacement.org/globalreport2016/
https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html#reason=&month=&pregion=&pregionmap=&cregion=&cregionmap=
https://www.acleddata.com/data/realtime-data/
https://www.acleddata.com/data/realtime-data/
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/degradation-humanitarian-situation-western-car
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/degradation-humanitarian-situation-western-car
https://reliefweb.int/report/central-african-republic/degradation-humanitarian-situation-western-car
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/rca_ocha_171009_apercu_humanitaire.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/rca_ocha_171009_apercu_humanitaire.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-10-16-october-2017
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-10-16-october-2017
https://reliefweb.int/report/mali/west-and-central-africa-weekly-regional-humanitarian-snapshot-10-16-october-2017
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9e62930dcaf29260cf72aa7f9/files/e061b371-be59-4600-ba22-ce17ecd5de55/20170917_CAR_Statistics_IDPs_French_page4.01.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/9e62930dcaf29260cf72aa7f9/files/e061b371-be59-4600-ba22-ce17ecd5de55/20170917_CAR_Statistics_IDPs_French_page4.01.pdf

