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Caribbean: Hurricane Maria 
Flash Update No.1 19 September, 2017 – 17:00 (GMT-5)  

 

At least one person was killed and two 
people are missing in the aftermath of 
category 5 hurricane, Maria which hit the 
Caribbean islands on 18 September, 
according to initial reports. 

Guadeloupe did not face Maria’s direct 
impact unlike Dominica, which was caught 
in the eye of the hurricane. 

Dominica faced the brunt of the category 5, 
the first to make landfall in the island 
country. Aid agencies said that 
communication with their counterparts in 
Dominica has been affected. PAHO 
reported that a hospital on the island has 
been damaged.  The storm temporarily 
weakened to a category 4 but has regained 
strength to a category 5 as it heads to 
Puerto Rico. 

According to weather reports from the Caribbean Institute of Meteorology and Hydrology (CIMH), the amount of 
rainfall in Dominica has resulted in swollen rivers that may produce life threatening flash floods and debris flows.  
Multiple landslides, flood damage to road networks, water intakes, bridges, housing and other building stock can all 
be expected. 

The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) will deploy a Rapid Needs Assessment Team 
(RNAT) to Dominica on 20 September, along with partners and UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
personnel. 

In Guadeloupe, according to initial assessments by authorities, all road networks in the archipelago had been affected 
by fallen trees, roofs of houses had been blown off and at least 80,000 homes are without power. The people of 
Guadeloupe have been asked to stay indoors until assessments are completed and roadways cleared of debris. 

The Dominican Republic’s National Meteorological Office (ONAMET) has issued an alert for hurricane conditions in 
nine (out of 31) of its northern provinces between late 20 September and early 21 September. Another nine provinces 
are expected to experience tropical storm conditions. The local authorities expect between 6 and12 inches of rainfall, 
with some areas receiving almost 20 inches. Evacuations are underway in the low-lying areas along rivers and the 
coast. Operators of fragile and small vessels are to be instructed to remain in port until weather conditions return to 
normal. 

Roads in Guadeloupe blocked with debris after Hurricane Maria.  Source: 
Prefecture of Guadeloupe 

The next OCHA SITUATION REPORT on Hurricane Season will be released on 20/09/2017. For further information, please contact:  
 
Wendy Cue, Head of Office, cue@un.org Tel: (+507) 317 1748 Cell: (+507) 6676 1689 
 
To find updated information online please visit: www.reliefweb.int  and http://www.redhum.org 
 

Debris on the roads of Guadelopue from Hurricane Maria / Source: Prefecture 
of Guadeloupe 
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