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Population movements 

Violence in Telafar and lack of income in Mosul are reportedly pushing an 
increasing number of families to move to camps. For the third week in a row, 
new arrivals outpaced new departures in camps, resulting in a four to five per cent 
overall population increase in camps around Mosul. Internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) come from Mosul and Telafar districts, in Ninewa Governorate. Most new 
arrivals from Mosul interviewed by UNHCR and its protection partner report 
originally coming from the west bank of the city. They have been displaced several 
times, usually within east Mosul, before moving to camps east of Mosul or, more 
recently, to Nimrud camp (south of Mosul) which opened on 26 August. Economic 
reasons, namely lack of sustainable income, were consistently mentioned by new 
arrivals from Mosul: 95 per cent of interviewees say they left the city to camps 
because they could not afford housing or sustain themselves in Mosul. Lack of food, 
water, and insecurity are the main reasons mentioned by new arrivals from Telafar. 
A little over 331,000 IDPs are currently sheltered in camps around Mosul.1 

Situation update  

Military operations in Telafar are ongoing. Iraqi Forces retook most of the district. 
Fighting continues in the last sub-district still under extremist groups’ control in 
Telafar, in north-west Ninewa Governorate. 

Services and infrastructure improve in east Mosul. Drinking water and electricity 
still not restored in the west of the city. Returnees interviewed by UNHCR and its 
protection partners report that water, electricity, hospitals, and schools are now 
widely available in east Mosul. In the west of the city, however, returnees report that 
public electricity and water are still not restored. In most of west Mosul, families who 
returned say they have to purchase drinking water. Families with limited income or 
savings also shared that they could afford the cost of the private generators in west 
Mosul, which means that a number of families do not have access to electricity at 
all. 

Response update 

Since military operation aiming at retaking Mosul and surrounding districts 
began in October 2016, UNHCR has provided support to over 657,000 
individuals in need of assistance. Of them, 454,000 IDPs were assisted in camps 
and over 203,000 IDPs from Mosul and surrounding areas, returnees and members 
of the host communities were supported in out-of-camp locations, mostly in Mosul 
and in urban and semi-urban areas south of Mosul. UNHCR continues to provide 
shelter, basic household items, and protection support to the 196,000 IDPs currently 
sheltered in 20 camps set up or managed by UNHCR and its partners since July 
2016, in response to the Mosul emergency. 

Legal assistance including support for civil documentation for displaced 
persons is a key aspect of the protection response. Close to 30 per cent of IDPs 
in the Mosul corridor assessed by protection monitors are missing at least one key 
civil identification document. ID cards, birth and marriage certificates are essential 
protection tools in facilitating movement from one check point to another, access to 
services and livelihood opportunities. UNHCR has successfully advocated for 
mobile courts and civil directorate offices to visit camps in order to facilitate these 
services. Last week, Mosul Civil affairs, who started visiting camps east of Mosul, 
issued identification documents to IDPs in camps. Since October 2016, the 
Department of Health, mobile courts, and civil directorate offices have issued more 
than 3,200 legal documents in camps east of Mosul, and in Hammam Al-Alil and Al 
Salamiyah camps, south of Mosul. UNHCR’s legal protection partners have also 
provided legal assistance to 16,630 beneficiaries.   

UNHCR needs USD 212 million in 2017 to continue providing urgent 
protection, shelter and camp coordination and camp management assistance 
to IDPs fleeing Mosul and surrounding areas.   
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Key figures 
 

833,892 Internally displaced 

Iraqis verified as being currently 

displaced from Mosul and 

surrounding areas since military 

operations to retake the city 

began on 17 October 20161 
 

657,500 IDPs, returnees and 

members of the host community 

from Mosul and surrounding 

areas assisted by UNHCR since 

17 October 2016. 
 

345,023 Individuals (72,454 

households) impacted by military 

operations to retake Mosul since 

October 2016 are currently 

enrolled in ASSIST, 

UNHCR’s assistance tracking 

tool, 

 

3.2 million IDPs since 

January 20142 

 

257,476 Iraqi refugees hosted 

in countries in the region, and 

22,535 Iraqis received in camps 

in Hassakeh, Syria since 17 

October 2016 
 

Funding 

 

USD 578 million 

requested for IDPs and Iraqi 

refugees in the region in 2017 

 
1IOM-DTM Emergency Tracking since 17 

October 2016.  
2IOM-DTM as of 15 August 2017. 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-tal-afar-idUSKCN1BA21P
https://donate.unhcr.org/gu-en/mosul/

