
Gaza:  Outlook for June-September 2017 

Renewed fighting between Hamas and Israel in the Gaza Strip 

Tensions between Israel and Hamas have been escalating since the beginning of 2017. Shelling between both 
the Gaza Strip and southern Israel first increased at the beginning of the year and has been regular since, as both 
Israel and Hamas’ positions have hardened.  

Tensions are also growing between Hamas and Fatah, and Hamas is finding itself increasingly isolated. 2017 
has seen a worsening of living conditions in Gaza, which echoes the situation just before the conflict in 2014, 
and prompts concerns that larger-scale violence will break out between Hamas and Israel in Gaza.  

Isolation of Hamas 
In 2007, after winning legislative elections in Gaza but almost immediately coming into violent conflict with Fatah 
for not complying with the conditions of governance imposed by the US, Russia, the UN and the EU, Hamas set 
up a parallel government to the Palestinian Authority (PA) in Gaza. Both Hamas and Fatah were unable to work 
together in the PA. In September 2014, after the conflict with Israel, an agreement between Hamas and Fatah 
brought Gaza back under the control of the PA. However, deep divisions between the two parties make 
cooperation difficult, and these divisions have been hardening: in March 2017, one of the founders of Hamas’ al 
Qassam military wing in the 1980s, considered a military hardliner, was elected the new leader of Hamas’ military 
(FT 13/02/2017). Disputes over candidate lists for elections in October 2016 led to their delay until May 2017. Then 
in May, Hamas refused to hold the elections and instead set up a committee to manage Gaza independently of 
the PA. Fatah has since been using its control of resources to try and force Hamas to return to the PA, including 
making cuts to the salaries of public servants working in Gaza.  

Following several Arab countries’ decisions to cut ties with Qatar in June, partly driven by Qatar “supporting 
terrorist groups”, Hamas may lose some of Qatar’s support. Qatar hosts the Hamas leadership and funds 
reconstruction projects in the Gaza Strip (ABC News 05/06/2017, Al Monitor 09/06/2017, Times of Israel 06/06/2017). 

Hardening Israeli policy 
Since Donald Trump’s election in January 2017, Israel has been intensifying settlement building in the West Bank 
(UN 24/03/2017). The Knesset has also passed a law banning supporters of the Boycotts, Divestment and Sanctions 
(BDS) movement from entering Israel (the BDS calls for measures to pressure Israel to end occupation in the 
Palestinian territories). It is also discussing a Muezzin law which would restrict calls to prayer to early or late 
hours for noise control (Israel National News 08/03/2017, The Independent 07/03/2017). Although the Trump administration 
eventually decided against moving the US embassy to Jerusalem, the open contemplation of such a move would 
suggest tacit support of Israel’s policies and alienates Palestinians. 

Restrictions of movements in and out of the Gaza Strip have been slightly tighter as tensions have grown 
between Hamas and both Israel and Egypt: movement across all crossings has seen a decline throughout 2017, 
with levels also lower than the monthly averages of 2014 (Al Jazeera 07/05/2017 & Gisha 17/05/2017, OCHA 15/05/2017).   
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Worsening humanitarian situation 
The humanitarian situation in Gaza is worsening as economic conditions show little sign of improvement. 
Economic growth, which fell to its lowest point after 2014, is not expected to return to pre-2014 levels until 2018 
(World Bank 17/05/2017). Israel’s blockade on the Gaza strip is now more than 10 years old, and public service 
provision and livelihood opportunities continue to be limited  (World Bank 04/05/2017).   

The main Power Plant in Gaza is operating at an extremely low level due to damage from the 2014 conflict and 
lack of fuel due to economic difficulties and restrictions from the PA, and more recently also from Israel. The 
plant shut down on 16 April 2017 and available energy fell by 30% - it was already at less than half the amount 
required (UN 08/05/2017). Power cuts of 20–22 hours a day were reported at the beginning of May, similar to the 
levels experienced during the 2014 conflict (OCHA 04/05/2017, OCHA 08/08/2014). Fuel imports for the Gaza power 
plant have seen an 80% reduction since January 2017, affecting electricity provision and therefore health 
facilities and sewage treatment plants (OCHA 15/05/2017).  

Predicted developments 

Violence is likely as symbolic events that will occur over the next few months provide flashpoints for tensions. 
Clashes are common around the Esplanade in Jerusalem, a sacred site for both Muslim and Jewish 
communities. Access to the site is heavily regulated by Israeli authorities, as Muslim and Jewish communities 
are allowed in at different times of the day. However, during Ramadan, which began on 26 May, Muslims seek 
entry to the site more frequently. Although no incidents were reported so far, this increases the likelihood of 
clashes between Palestinian and Jewish communities and Israeli security forces. 

Marches and gatherings to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Israeli occupation of Palestine started on 
22 May in Jerusalem. There were violent incidents between pro-Palestinians and Israeli police on 24 May 
following prayer protests by Jewish communities at the al Aqsa mosque to commemorate Jerusalem Day (RT 
24/05/2017). More commemoration events are planned over the coming months, culminating in the 
commemoration of the six- day war in mid-September in Gush Etzion settlement (The Guardian 21/05/2017). Although 
only very few sporadic violent events have been reported, heavy deployment of security forces is likely, as are 
violent clashes.  

Plans for peace talks between the PA and Israel, involving the US and some Middle Eastern countries, are being 
considered for the summer. Should the PA and Israel get closer and side-line Hamas, Hamas may more rapidly 
resort to violence to maintain control over the Gaza Strip. Renewed fighting in the Gaza Strip would likely result 
in widespread aerial bombing and a ground operation from Israeli troops.    

In July and August 2014, Operation Protective Edge in Gaza affected 1.8 million people and displaced 500,000 – 
28% of the population. Gaza did not recover from the conflict and 37,000 people remain displaced (OCHA 
08/09/2014, OCHA 06/2015, OCHA 08/05/2017). Violent conflict in Gaza in 2017 is likely to result in severe health, WASH, 
and shelter needs, particularly for IDPs. 

Impact 

Additional damage to medical infrastructure that is already dysfunctional is likely. During the 2014 war in 
Gaza, 73% of medical facilities, as well as several ambulances, were damaged by airstrikes and shelling 
(OCHA 06/2015, OCHA 08/09/2014; Amnesty International 07/08/2014).  



Shortages of supplies will be severe, given existing problems in supply both due to the blockade and the 
PA restricting supplies  (ICG 19/05/2017,  Middle East Monitor 28/04/2017, Al Monitor 25/05/2017) 

The main power plant would likely completely shut down, bringing critical services to a halt (Middle East 
Monitor 28/04/2017).

People will likely not be able to leave the Gaza Strip to access health services. 

Psychosocial needs will be high: more than 373,000 children were estimated to be in need of psychosocial 
support after Operation Protective Edge (UNRWA 09/2015, OCHA 04/09/2017 ). 

Fighting in Gaza is likely to further reduce both the quantity and quality of water available. At the height 
of the 2014 conflict, 1.2 million people (70% of Gaza’s population) had limited or no access to water or 

sanitation services. IDPs were particularly affected (OCHA 23/07/2014). 12% of wells were destroyed or 
damaged, and many wells as well as pumping stations were inaccessible as they were within the Israeli-
declared buffer zone (OCHA 04/09/2017). Currently, the power supply problems means that 35% of the 
population receives water supplies only once every four days, and less than 4% of fresh water is drinkable 
(Oxfam 25/04/2017, UN 08/05/2017). 

In 2014, sewage entering damaged water pipelines affected water quality, notably in Rafah and Gaza 
municipalities (OCHA 04/09/2017). Wastewater treatment plants in Beit Lahiya and Gaza City were not fully 
operational due to damage (UN 08/05/2017). 

Renewed fighting would likely result in more severe damage to people’s homes. During the 2014 conflict, 
18,000 houses were destroyed in whole or in part and 5% of housing in Gaza was estimated uninhabitable 

(OCHA 06/2015, OCHA 04/09/2017). People took shelter in UNRWA schools, government schools, empty 
buildings, and with host families (OCHA 04/09/2017). At least 50,000 IDPs were sheltering in UN schools (The 

Guardian 14/09/2014). Reconstruction has been impeded by limits on the importing of building materials, 
meaning that additional shelter needs will be hard to meet (OCHA 13/12/2016).   

Fields are likely to be destroyed, fishing activity restricted, and shops closed, impacting food security. Fuel 
shortages are likely to impact on refrigeration and food stocks. 1.1 million people are already estimated in 
need of food security. Over 135,000 IDPs were estimated to be in need of emergency food assistance after 
the 2014 operations (OCHA 23/07/2014). 17,000 hectares of cropland were damaged, as well as agricultural 
infrastructure. Nearly half of agricultural land damaged during the conflict has not been rehabilitated (OCHA 

13/01/2017). Over 28,600 households in Gaza rely on farming, livestock, and fishing for livelihoods (FAO 
14/08/2014). 

Gaza’s high population density and large child population means violent conflict results in grave 
protection risks. In 2014, civilians and civilian infrastructure such as hospitals and schools were directly 

hit by Israeli attacks (FIDH 03/2015).  Children accounted for almost half of fatalities within the Gaza Strip, 
and almost a third of injuries (OCHA 06/2015, Telegraph 28/07/2014, CNN 17/07/2014). UXO 
contamination is also likely, aggravated by the fact that they have not been totally cleared since the 2014 
conflict across the Strip. 



Aid delivery, already subject to numerous delays and obstacles, is likely to be severely limited in the event 
of fighting. In 2014, crossings to get out of the Gaza Strip were partially or completely closed (OCHA 

15/07/2014). Military operations restricted access to affected populations (OCHA 15/07/2014). Humanitarian 
staff casualties were reported due to insecurity, and there were reports of health workers targeted by 
violence (Amnesty International 07/08/2014, The Guardian 25/07/2014).  

It is likely that classes will be interrupted due to insecurity and schools will be used as shelters and bases 
from which to launch attacks. 220 schools were damaged by shelling, including some that were hosting 
IDPs, in 2014 (OCHA 08/09/2014, The Guardian 03/08/2014). IDPs sheltering in schools resulted in classes being 
temporarily suspended (The Guardian 03/08/2014).  

The Gaza Power Plant is likely to completely shut down in the event of airstrikes further damaging it. 
Electricity supply is likely to fall to almost zero.  


