
2 July 2016 IRAQ: FLASH UPDATE 

MOSUL CORRIDOR 
 

▪ Over 11,000 individuals (nearly 2,000 families) have reportedly fled 

fighting since 16 June north Baiji and the outskirts of Shirqat in Salah al-
Din Governorate. It is estimated that there are around 200,000 civilians 
still in Shiqat. Most of the IDPs have fled to Al Hajaj; from there tribal 
leaders have provided most with sponsorship to move on to Tikrit and 
other towns in the governorate. There is an estimated 2,000 IDPs 
(around 300 families) presently in Al Hajaj awaiting sponsorship. 

ANBAR CORRIDOR 

 
▪ Nearly 2,000 persons (over 300 families) have fled the fighting between 

Ramadi and Falluja in Jazerat Al Khalidiya.  
 

▪ The Iraqi Security Forces have secured Al Karmah town located 16km 

north of Falluja city, but IDPs from there have expressed reluctance to 
return over fears of booby traps and explosive hazards. Cleaning efforts 
are still ongoing.  

 

▪ Authorities in Heet Health Directorate have instructed all of their 

employees (including among the IDP population) to promptly return to 
their jobs in the Heet hospital and health centres. UNHCR is concerned 
that such a measure will violate the human rights principles of 
voluntariness, safety and dignity in returns.  
 

▪ There have been disturbing reports of burning and looting of house and 

cars in Falluja, which add to tensions within the community and further 
impede the sustainability of safe and dignified returns.   

KEY FIGURES 

87,000 IDPs*  
from Falluja and surrounding 

areas since May 
 

24,000 IDPs**  
from Mosul and surrounding 

areas since March 
 

3.3 million IDPs*  
since January 2014  

 

230,000 Iraqi 
refugees***  

in the region 

 
Funding 

UNHCR’s overall appeal of  

USD 584 million  
for IDPs and Iraqi refugees in 

the region is  

only 22% funded 

* IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix  (from 23 May to 20 June)  

** UNHCR reception in Debaga and Garmawa camps (in Iraq), and 

border monitoring (in Syria) 

*** Iraqis registered with UNHCR in Egypt, GCC, Iran, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Syria and Turkey as of 31 May 2016 

Al Hajaj 

Shirqat 

Refugee Camp 



A
N

B
A

R
 C

O
R

R
ID

O
R

   
   

   
 . 

   
   

 

Operational Context 
▪ Since clashes around Mosul escalated in late March, over 15,000 IDPs (over 2,500 

families) displaced in Makhmur District have found shelter in Debaga Camp. The 
camp and nearby transit sites host nearly 11,000 new IDPs while over 6,000 IDPs 
have left through sponsorship to Kirkuk. UNHCR is assessing additional sites as an 
assault on Mosul could displace over 600,000 people into central and northern Iraq. 

▪ North of Mosul, Garmawa Camp hosts over 6,000 IDPs (over 1,000 families). Over 
1,000 IDPs (almost 200 families) have arrived since April. UNHCR and partners 
continue to advocate for an expansion of the sponsorship system to allow IDPs to 
move out of the camp. 

▪ Almost 6,500 Iraqis (over 1,000 families) from Ninewa Governorate and Salah-al-Din 

governorates have fled over the border into Syria since April. As the battle for Mosul 
escalates more Iraqis are expected to flee towards Syria. Around 5,400 Iraqis 
(around 900 families) are in Al Hol Camp over the border in Syria. 

 

 UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

▪ The CCCM Cluster has been working with camp management to track assistance, 
population within camps, and identify vulnerable in response to the developments 
in Ninewa (Mosul area) and Anbar (Falluja and Jazerat Al Khalidiya) governorates. 
With the increasing outflow from Shirqat, CCCM has also been advocating for 
additional resources to ensure sufficient coverage.  

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

▪ Debaga – UNHCR partners distributed hygiene kits to nearly 1,400 IDPs (230 

families) in the Stadium transit site. Since April, UNHCR has distributed nearly 
33,500 essential items such as blankets, mattresses and kitchen sets in Debaga and 
Garmawa camps since the beginning of the influx, reaching over 16,650 persons  

▪ Garmawa - UNHCR distributed 452 air-coolers to IDPs based on a needs assessment 
help vulnerable IDPs manage in the increasing hot and humid summer conditions.   

Operational Context 
▪ The Iraqi Government has announced that it has retaken Falluja, which had been 

under the control of ISIL for two years. Fighting has continued north of Falluja, and 
the Iraqi Security Forces are now preparing to retake the remaining districts in 
Anbar Governorate: Ana, Ru’ua and Ka’im Districts.    

▪ The threat of explosive hazards persists in areas the Iraqi Security Forces have 

secured, which poses a particular risk for returnees. The level of destruction in 
Falluja and other areas that the government has retaken is extensive, and will make 
safe and sustainable return difficult in the short term. 

 

UNHCR led Cluster Updates 
Protection 

▪ Jazerat Al Khalidiya – The exodus from Jazerat Al Khalidiya is fraught with risk: ISIL 

has been targeting civilian fleeing and have also placed landmines. Families have 
had to cross at night by foot over ground and water to escape to the Iraqi Security 
Forces’ lines.  The authorities transport the men to Kilo 7 for security screening, and 
women and children to Kilo 8. On 30 June, Over 2,600 IDPs (around 435 families) 
arrived to Kilo 18, and more new arrivals expected. Many families who had earlier 
arrived in the camp have since moved on to Ramadi city to stay with relatives.  

▪ On 30 June, 24 IDPs became ill from crossing through a contaminated irrigation 

canal while fleeing Jazerat Al Khalidiya. Two children succumbed to the poisoning 
and died. Five other critical cases have been transferred to Baghdad for medical 
care. Due the siege around Jazerat Al Khalidiya, there has been a shortage in 
drinking water and the water treatment system has not been operating properly 
resulting in the contamination of the irrigation canals. Families spent four to six 
hours traversing through the canal, drinking the water as they went.  

 
Shelter/Non-Food Items (NFIs) 

▪ Since May, UNHCR has provided 27,000 new arrivals (4,500 families) from Falluja 
with adequate shelter solutions by establishing 16 camps and erecting 12 Rub Halls. 
UNHCR has also distributed nearly 8,500 kits of core relief items such as blankets, 
mattresses, kitchen sets, fans, plastic tarpaulins and jerry cans to help about 50,000 
people (over 8,300 families) who fled Falluja  

Teddy Leposky, Reporting Officer, leposky@unhcr.org   •   Chloe Coves, Reporting Officer, coves@unhcr.org  •   Facebook: UNHCRinIraq and CCCMIraq • Twitter:  @UNHCRIraq 

www.unhcr.org 
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