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1. BACKGROUND 

In the second week of January 2016, tension and dispute between the Arab and local tribes led to displacement of 
unknown number of people from Muli and other ten surrounding cluster villages in Geneina locality. While some 
people reportedly remained in the villages, a number of others fled to neighboring villages, Geneina town and Chad. 
The exact number of people displaced remained unknown, although the HAC estimated that nearly 5,000 were 
displaced to Geneina town at the beginning of the crisis. 
 
The HAC together with community leaders conducted registration of displaced people who arrived in Geneina town. 
Government line ministries also conducted assessment in Muli and other affected surrounding villages on 3 
February. Although the assessment report was shared with humanitarian partners, the registration figure of IDPs in 
Geneina town was not shared. HAC however mentioned in a meeting with humanitarian partners on 8 February that 
all the IDPs who arrived in Geneina town have returned to Muli and affected villages. HAC also mentioned that 
government dispatched four convoys of humanitarian supplies (cereals, non-food items, sugar and oil) to address the 
needs of affected people in the villages. However, there was no clarity on the extent of overall needs, what had been 
covered and the gaps that still existed. The sectors expressed the need to fill some information gaps to facilitate 
response to existing gaps. 
 
It was upon such a background that this inter-agency assessment mission was conducted. The assessment mission 
prioritized 5 of the most affected villages. These include Muli, Hellat Zaghawa, Doroti, Alla Marragha and Atiya.  
 
Specific objectives of the mission: 

 To assess the needs of affected people in Muli and surrounding villages. 
 To fill the information gaps in the government assessment report to inform sector responses. 

 
2. MISSION PARTICIPANTS:  

Mission participants included UNOCHA, UNDP, UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, WHO, IOM, CRS, State Ministry for Social 
Affairs (SMoSA) and National NGO SIBRO. 
 

3. MISSION FINDINGS 

3.1 Population movement                                                                     

The assessment took place over one month after the attack of the 
villages. According to community leaders, nearly all people were 
displaced from the cluster villages when the attack happened. 
Although not all the villages were attacked, people from other 
villages also fled in fear of subsequent attacks. Respondents 
reported that majority of the displaced persons fled to Geneina 
town- mainly to Abuzer camp and Al Hujaj areas. However, by the 
time of the assessment, some of the displaced had already 
returned (see table). 
 

The displacement pattern in Muli and surrounding needs to be treated with some caution. From the discussions and 
observations, it was clear that prior to the recent attacks, a number of households already had part of their families in 
IDP camps and locations in Geneina town. A number of households had reportedly returned to the villages during 
agricultural crop seasonal, while maintaining their residences in IDP camps in Geneina town. This was evidenced by 
the temporary nature of most of the shelters in the villages. In Atiya for instance, communities reported that most 
families prefer to keep their children in Geneina town to access better education, health and other basic services. 
Another evidence is the absence of new shelters in Abuzer camp and Al Hujaj aras where most of the displaced 

Village Pre-displacement 
population (hh) 

Present population 
(hh) 

Muli                1600  1400 
Hellat 
Zaghawa  

350  150 

Doroti   87  14 
Atiyah 160  60 
Alla 
Marragha 

   
86 

  
20 

Note: All the figures mentioned are unverified 
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reportedly took refuge. The returnees that are found in the villages were mainly old people- except in Muli where 
significant returns were observed.  
 
3.2. Village specific population movement  

3.2.1 Muli Village- Community respondents reported that their village was attacked by armed Arab militia groups at 
the beginning of January 2016. During the attack, four people were killed, livestock and household items were looted 
and farms destroyed. As a result, majority of the families especially women and children fled the village and took 
refuge in Geneina town- with their relatives and friends. Since then, some families have returned to the village while 
many others still remain displaced in Geneina town. Out of the estimated 1600 households that resided in the village 
prior to the recent attack, nearly 1,400 are currently present during the time of this assessment mission. The 
residents mentioned that the displaced families are willing to return once they are confident about the security 
situation in the village. 

3.2.2 Hellat Zaghawa village- Residents of this village mentioned that their village was not attacked by the armed 
Arab groups during this recent conflict due to the presence of nomad communities who live in the village. The 
villagers enjoy good relationship with the nomads who also offer some kind of protection to them and their property. 
However, due to fear, a number of residents fled the village mainly to Geneina town. Out of the 350 households that 
resided in the village prior to the crisis, only 150 households are currently present.  The displaced people 
occasionally come back to the village to collect food and other necessities they need in Geneina town.  

3.2.3 Doroti village- The Sheikhs interviewed mentioned that the village was attacked and household property 
looted- including beds, mattresses and blankets. A number of animals were also reportedly looted. The attack also 
displaced people from the village who fled to Geneina town. Out of the estimated 87 households that lived in the 
village prior to the attack, only 14 households are currently present. Settlements in this village look temporary- an 
indication that residents are mainly seasonal returnees.   

3.2.4 Alla Marragha village- According to the community the village was attacked and household items looted as 
well as livestock. Most of the residents were displaced to Geneina town and currently living with relatives while others 
settled in Abuzar and Krinding IDP camps. Only 20 households are currently residing in the village out of the 86 
households that lived in the village prior to the attack. The sheikhs mentioned that the displaced population may not 
return in the near future due to fear of another attack. 

3.2.5 Atiya Village- Of the five cluster villages visited, Atiya is closest to Geneina town. It was the most affected 
village by the January attack. A total of 20 houses were completely burnt down, and the remains are still clearly 
visible. In addition, the attackers looted household property and livestock from the village. After the attack, all the 
residents were displaced to Geneina town- most of them to Al Jabal area and Abuzer IDP camp. However, out of the 
160 households that lived in the village prior to the attack, an estimated 60 households have so far returned. 
According to the residents interviewed, more people are expected to return in the coming days if security situation 
remains stable.  The community mentioned that Darfur Regional Authority (DRA) provided them with food, non-food 
items (NFIs) including tents and blankets to those whose houses were burned. However, the residents still expressed 
need for other NFIs 3pecifically jerry cans, kitchen sets and sleeping mats. 

3.3 Security and access 

At the time of the mission, the general security situation was reported to be calm in the villages visited. However, 
many residents still feel insecure and fearful of possible subsequent attacks. Residents-especially women mentioned 
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that they do not feel secure to access their farms and collect firewood due to fear of potential attack. Although there 
is observed presence of Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and GoS police in Muli, residents feel that their capacity is 
limited to provide effective patrol and protection, especially in the villages away from Muli. The residents are 
particularly concerned about the reduction of Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) that were deployed in Muli after the villages 
were attacked.  

For humanitarian organizations, Muli and surrounding cluster villages are accessible using armed escorts. For this 
particular mission, the escort was provided by Government of Sudan (GoS) police. During the mission, not many 
people were seen on the Geneina-Muli road. Residents reported that although they access their farm lands, the 
grazing of animals by nomads around the villages poses a security threat to them. The farm and crop protection 
committee has been activated in Muli village, though its effectiveness is yet to be seen. There are no humanitarian 
organizations working in Muli and the surrounding villages. 

3.4 A note on needs in Muli and the cluster villages 

The recent attack in Muli and surrounding villages has indeed generated new humanitarian needs in the area. 
Household property and livestock were looted from a number of families, while many houses-including food stocks 
were burnt down especially in Atiya. The attack has also generated new protection challenges- especially for 
vulnerable groups (mainly elderly) who are left alone in the villages as more active members of families have sought 
refuge elsewhere. However, most of the needs are symptoms of long term development challenges related to lack of 
investment in basic services. Darfur Regional Authority (DRA) has established quite a number of facilities in Muli- eg 
school classrooms, health centers, police posts and hand pumps. However, the health center for instance remains 
unstaffed- with only one community volunteer and without medicine. The newly established police post at Hashaba 
village, one of the cluster villages is not staffed and remains unoccupied/ unused. There is limited access to clean 
water and nearly all residents practice open defecation. Most of the facilities (school, health center, police post etc 
are concentrated in Muli, while other villages are far from the services. The challenges need long term development 
intervention as opposed to short term humanitarian assistance.
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 4. SECTOR FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
Sector Sector Findings Actions/Recommendations 

Ed
uc

at
io

n 

 There is only one basic school in Muli village that serves all the cluster villages. There are 
currently 604 students (343 boys and 261 girls) in the school.  

 The Nomads’ children left the school when their families shifted to other areas. This has 
increased the number of out of school children. 

 The distance of the school for the low grades (1 to 3) is too long for children from the other 
cluster villages. With the unpredictable security situation, many of those children are not 
accessing education. 

 The school expressed the need for educational materials 
 There is no water source at the Muli Basic School. DRA has drilled a borehole near the 

school- the hand pump is yet to be fitted

For State Ministry of Education (SMoE)  and UNICEF: 
 Explore the possibility of initiating nomads’ education to 

retain nomads’ children in school. 
 Dispatch education supplies to Muli School. 

 
 

   
   

   
   

   
   

ES
/N

FI
s 

 In Muli village, DRA responded to the NFI needs of affected people including blankets, 
plastic sheet and tents 

 Hellat Zaghawa: Although the village was not attacked during the conflict, the residents 
expressed need for NFI items. 

 In Doroti and Alla Marragh, the villages were attacked and household property looted. A 
total of 34 households (14 in Doroti and 20 in Alla Marragha) mainly composed of elderly 
people currently in the villages need NFI assistance. 

 In Atiya, a total of 20 houses were completely burnt down. DRA provided NFIs to the 
affected families but some items were missing in the kits. The NFI needs therefore were 
not comprehensively covered. 

For UNHCR ES/NFI unit: 
 Provision of NFI assistance including plastic sheets, 

blankets, sleeping mats, kitchen sets and Jerry cans to 
affected households in Doroti and Alla Marragha 
villages and kitchen sets, jerrycans and sleeping mats 
in Atiya village (affected households in Atiya already 
received blankets and plastic sheets from DRA).  

 IOM to conduct registration of the affected families in 
the three villages to identify the affected families to be 
targeted with NFI assistance. 
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 Fo
od

 S
ec

ur
ity

 a
nd

 L
iv

el
ih

oo
ds

 
(F

SL
) 

 
 Some households lost their winter crops, productive animals and some of their food 

stocks. This mainly happened in Muli and Atiya where houses and crops were destroyed 
and/or burnt. 

 All the affected households in the villages reportedly received food and other assistance 
from the Zakat Charity organization and DRA. Each household received one bag (90 kg) 
of sorghum. 

 WFP, through a local partner had just conducted a Community Basic Participatory 
Planning (CBPP) exercise some two weeks before the incidence erupted in Muli to identify 
community priorities. 

For State Ministry of Agriculture (SmoA), FAO and WFP 
 One month food ration for those whose houses were 

burnt in Atiya and Muli (on registration by IOM). 
 Provision of vegetable and fruit seeds, agricultural tools 

including water pumps to farmers in the villages. 
 WFP is technically supporting one Community Based 

Organization (CBO) to draft a proposal focusing on 
food security & livelihood related interventions in Mulli 
with the aim of addressing some of the community 
prioritized challenges. 

 Explore possibility of animal restocking. 

H
ea

lth
 

 During the attack, 4 people were killed in Muli village. 
 No disease outbreaks and/or malnutrition cases have been reported since the crisis. 

However, the sanitation in the village is poor with no access to safe water (except in Muli) 
and no latrines. 

 There is a newly constructed health center (HC) in Muli by DRA. The HC center was 
supported by INGO Islamic Relief Worldwide before it phased out of West Darfur in 
December 2015. It was handed over to SmoH in August 2015. The HC neither has a 
latrine nor a water source. 

 There is a big shortage in drugs supply, although the <5 children drugs are regularly 
received from the SmoH.  

 The HC is poorly staffed: There is one Health Promoter, two (untrained) Nurses, two 
Vaccination Technicians and two Midwives (only one is trained).  Only the Health 
Promoter and the midwives are formally employed and receive salaries from the SmoH. 

 The only one functioning vaccines refrigerator broke down before the crisis and its solar 
cells were stolen during the crisis. Currently the vaccination staffs collect vaccines from 
the SmoH in Geneina town once a week to conduct regular vaccination. The team used to 
conduct children vaccination in the neighboring villages but they stopped since the crisis. 

For SMoH and WHO: 

 Provide the new Muli HC with  source of water (e.g 
hand pump) 

 Build/dig new pit latrine at the new HC of Muli 
 Employ and train health staff of Muli HC 
 Equip Muli HC with a workable vaccine refrigerator  
 Replace the stolen solar system at the HC. 
 Conduct public health education campaigns in Muli and 

the surrounding villages to improve general hygiene.  
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N
ut

rit
io

n 

 Due to the limited time spent in the villages, the team did not manage to conduct rapid 
Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) screening for <5 children in order to assess the 
nutrition status of children. However, during the meeting with mothers, no children were 
observed with visible signs of severe wasting or odema. 

 There are no nutrition services attached to the Muli health center and no nutrition staff 
available. It would be a good opportunity to train the staff on nutrition treatment guidelines 
to reduce the delay of referral and early detection of malnutrition cases in the areas          

 Records from Muli HC indicate that 900 people visited the center for medical treatment in 
January 2016. Unconfirmed number of children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) were detected and referred to Geneina nutrition feeding centers. 

 The most common disease for children includes diarrhea and Respiratory Tract Infections 
(RTIs) which are considered as aggravating factors for malnutrition. 

 The latrine coverage and hygiene practices at the household level are very poor. This has 
the potential to increase vulnerability of children to diarrhea which could aggravate 
malnutrition in children.  

For SMoH, UNICEF and WHO:  
 Conduct rapid MUAC screening targeting all children 

less than five years in the 5 villages. 
 Train exiting  staff  on Community Managed Acute 

Malnutrition (CMAM) quick reference  and provision of 
nutrition  supplies, equipment and  micronutrients  
supplementation (Vita & fefole) 

 Establishment of mobile feeding center (OTP) –to be 
integrated with the exiting health clinic. This will serve   
the surrounding villages as well.   

 Conduct health  and nutrition awareness sessions         
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Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
(G

en
er

al
) 

 The limited presence of SAF and GoS police in Muli is a big concern to the residents. 
Residents feel that the police and SAF do not have adequate capacity to provide effective 
patrol and protection in all the villages.  

 Residents-especially women mentioned that they do not feel secure to access their farms 
and collect firewood due to fear of potential attack. On 8th February, seven women from 
Muli village were reportedly beaten up, stoned and injured by nomad herders while trying 
to collect firewood. 

 Community leaders mentioned numbers of Persons with Special Needs (PSNs) in the 
cluster villages- in Muli 75, Hellet Zaghawa 12, Doroti 15, Alla Marragh 10 and Atiya 10. 
Most of them are elderly women with specific needs, single women heading households 
and persons with disabilities. The community and relatives used to support these groups 
by providing them with food and other necessities of life. 

 Community committees in the five villages are not functioning because majority of the 
members were displaced outside the villages.  

For GoS Police, UNAMID and UNHCR: 
 Reinforce SAF personnel permanently in Muli and 

encourage them to patrol all the other villages as well. 
 Deployment of GoS Police in Hashaba village to 

provide protection and patrol in Hashaba, Hellet 
Zaghawa, Doroti and Alla Marragh.  There is already a 
new Police post constructed by DRA in Hashaba- but it 
is not functioning. Muli police post also needs to be 
reinforced with more police personnel. 

 UNAMID PKF/FPU to conduct regular patrols to the 
Muli cluster villages to build confidence among the 
residents. 

 Training and provision of fuel efficient stoves to 
communities to reduce mobility of women searching for 
firewood.   

 Strengthen and support crop protection committees in 
the villages to address the on-going crop destruction 
complaints.  

 Protection sector to assess and identify PSNs in the 
villages for assistance.

Pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
(C

hi
ld

) 

 Muli Basic School is too far for grade 1, 2 and 3 children coming from Hashaba, Hellat 
Zaghawa, Doroti and Alla Marragha villages. With the security concerns, children are 
particularly vulnerable.  

 Family separation (in Geneina town and Muli cluster villages) puts children at risk. 

For State Ministry of Social Affair (SMoSA) and UNICEF: 
 MoSA to conduct psychosocial support training for the 

teachers in Muli basic school. 
 SMoSA to activate Community Based Child Protection 

Committees in Muli. 

W
A

SH
 

 Seven hand pumps in the five villages are broken down.  
 Communities in all the five villages practice open defecation. 
 There is absence of public health education. 

 DRA has drilled a new borehole in Muli but the hand pump is not yet fitted. 
 The hygiene of children in Muli Basic school is very poor 

For Water and Environment Sanitation (WES) department 
and UNICEF: 

 Rehabilitate all the 7 broken boreholes in the villages.  
 Fit hand pump onto the new borehole drilled by DRA 

and make it functional. 
 Distribute soap to the school children in Muli and 

promote good hygiene practices in the school.
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Ea
rly

 R
ec

ov
er

y 

 Communities reported that the looting of their property (mobile phones, crops, money, 
livestock, beds, and clothes) affected their livelihood). In addition, other livelihood assets 
destroyed/and or looted include motorized water pumps for irrigation, crops, donkey carts, 
small ruminant animals (goats and sheep) etc. 

 The youth center was vandalized and its assets looted.   

For Line Ministries, DRA and UNDP: 
 

 Peace building and conflict management related 
training to different groups in the communities to 
strengthen peaceful co-existence. 

 Provide income generation activities for women, 
promote village saving, group farming and food 
processing as a business. 

 Construction of Muli meat market and establishment of 
a vegetable shade for women. 

 Rehabilitate the youth center and equip it with 
accessories (TV and other equipment that was stolen). 

 Establishment of a women’s centre and promotion of 
adult literacy education. 

 Provision of solar mobile chargers for youth.  
 Construction of a water yard in Muli village to increase 

access to safe water.
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5. MISSION PARTICIPANTS 

Name Agency Position Email Telephone 

Felix Omunu OCHA 
Humanitarian Affairs 
Officer 

omunu@un.org  091 216 7460 

Moawia O. Adam OCHA National Field Officer adam114@un.org  0912160011 

Elhadi I.Mohamed UNICEF Nutrition Officer eimohamed@unicef.org   0911135363 

Faizal Haroon Yahia UNICEF Education Officer fyahia@unicef.org  0912485929 

Abdelhameed Salih UNHCR 
Senior Protection 
Associate 

saliha@unhcr.org   0912177802 

Muntaser Eissa 
UNHCR/ES-
NFI unit 

Project Coordinator eissa@unhcr.org  0123498032 

Tarig Eltayeb WFP VAM Officer tarig.eltayeb@wfp.org  0912244590 

Giballa Ahmed UNDP 
Return and 
Reintegration Officer 

giballa.ahmed@undp.org  0911382203 

Taha Khalid IOM 
Data Verification 
Assistant 

tkhalid@iom.int  0922406616 

Ahmed Elamin WHO 
OiC/ Surveillance 
Officer 

ahmed.shen@gmail.com  0123393381 

Abdelhameed Suliman SIBRO 
Programme 
Coordinator 

hameedsuliman@gmail.com  0129505075 

Abdul A. Mohammed CRS 
Assistant Project 
Officer 

abdul-aziz.mohammed@crs.org  0919775638 

Ibrahim 
State Ministry 
of Social Affairs 

   

 


