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“I am sending my voice loudly to the international community and the Security Council 

to stop this government from killing its own civilians and to protect them. Your silence is 

a shame to humanity.” 
Interview with bombing victim, Delami County, Southern Kordofan, March 2015 

 

 
Since the beginning of the current round of conflict in Southern Kordofan (SK) and Blue Nile (BN) civilians 
have been injured, killed, detained, abducted and displaced on a massive scale. The number of attacks rose 
sharply between 2013 and 2014 and continued apace in 2015. There has been a 78% increase in bombing 
incidents in 2015 compared to 2012.1 
 
Monitoring on the ground has shown that bombings coincide disproportionately with planting and 
harvesting cycles, as well as market days, suggesting a deliberate plan to decimate the local economy. As a 
result, 1.7 million people – roughly half the population of the two states – have been displaced, and food 
insecurity has reached crisis levels for many of those who remain. This dire situation is exacerbated by the 
blocking of independent humanitarian access to rebel held areas of SK and BN, which prevents those in 
need from accessing assistance. This, combined with poor rainfall, has resulted in the Famine Early Warning 
Systems Network predicting that food insecurity will rise to crisis levels in rebel held areas generally in early 
2016 and “in conflict-affected areas of Southern Kordofan, food security outcomes are likely to worsen 
from Crisis (IPC Phase 3) to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) by March 2016 among IDPs and poor residents.”2 
 
Living with the daily threat of aerial bombardment, of the government of Sudan’s (GoS) land forces breaking 
through the rebel Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement–North (SPLM-N) frontline, and a chronic lack of 
food and medicine, the resilience of this population is being severely depleted. Meanwhile the international 
community remains, for the most part, silent. 

 

 
 

                                                 
1 173 attacks against civilian were reported in 2012 and 309 in 2015. 
2 Famine Early Warning Systems Network, “Conflict, poor harvests to result in a deterioration of food security in South Kordofan by March,” December 
2015, available at http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sudan/food-security-outlook-update/december-2015-0  

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/sudan/food-security-outlook-update/december-2015-0


Southern Kordofan in 2015 
 

 
In 2015, 309 incidents against civilians were reported by 
National Human Rights Monitoring Organisation’s 
(NHRMO) monitors in SK including 185 aerial bombings - 
including the use of cluster bombs and barrel bombs - 

97 shelling attacks, 13 ground attacks, seven lootings 
and seven incidents of other types.3  Within those 282 
bombing and shelling attacks, at least 1000 bombs and 
902 shells fell on SK alone.  
 
Although our data records a rate of almost one 
unprovoked attack against civilians each day in 2015, the 
true rate is likely to be much higher as our data records 
just a snapshot of the total incidents, only those that our 
monitors can personally verify. 
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2015 was looking likely to be a record year for verified attacks, however, a sharp decline in attacks in the 
final months of the year resulted in a slight decrease from 2014. This may be the result of a unilateral 
ceasefire declared by the GoS in September nominally to enable peace talks, although the ceasefire was not 
fully respected.  
 
As with the pattern established over the last four years, the number of attacks against civilians carried out 
by GoS is seasonal, increasing with the dry season and decreasing with rainy season. From January to May 
(dry season), the number of incidents increased by 109% from 31 incidents in January to 65 incidents in 
May. As in other years, the GoS intensified the military offensives just before the rainy season in an 
apparent effort to gain ground ahead of the coming rainy season. 
 

                                                 
3 These other types of incidents included abduction, detention, and rape. 
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Cluster bomb dropped in Umdorein County 
June 2015 



 

Number of attacks against civilians / month in SK (2015) 
 

 
 
In 2015, the counties in SK most targeted by the Sudanese government were respectively Umdorein (118 
incidents against civilians reported), followed by Delami (53 incidents), Heiban (45 incidents), Alburam 
(Tobo) (36 incidents), Dilling (32 incidents), Habila (13 incidents) and Kadugli (9 incidents). There were three 
attacks on other counties.  
 

Original map courtesy of OCHA Sudan, amended by the authors 

 
 



 

Munitions: Bombs, rockets, cluster bombs, chemical weapons 
 

A worrying development in 2015 was the increased use 
of cluster bombs in SK. According to the data collected by 
the team of monitors, at least 23 cluster bombs were 
dropped in Delami,4 Umdorein,5 and Alburam (Tobo)6 
counties. As highlighted in our monthly reports,7 the use 
of cluster bombs – especially in civilian areas – was 
prohibited by the Convention of Cluster Munitions (CCM) 
in 2008. Whilst the government of Sudan is not a party to 
the convention, and therefore not legally bound by the 
prohibition, the existence of the treaty is evidence of 
growing international consensus that the use of these 
weapons is unacceptable.  
 
In addition, there is reason for concern that the GoS may 
be utilising chemical weapons against civilians. Whilst we 
have been unable to confirm these allegations, the 
monitors reported witnesses saying “these bombs had a 
very bad smell. It remains for about one week after the 
bombing and it has skin effects on the children.”8 

 
Finally, it also important to highlight that there is also a significant amount of unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
which constitutes a real, and ongoing, threat for the whole population living in the two areas. 

 

Civilian deaths and injuries 
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4 Four cluster bombs fell on Delami County (Tunguli village) in March 2015. 
5 Eight cluster bombs fell on Umdorein County (Umserndiba village) in June 2015 and seven in July 2014 (Alnugra, Elbong, and Umserndiba villages). 
6 Four cluster bombs fell on Alburam (Tobo) County (Tanbaya village) in July 2015. 
7 Human Rights Updates : February-March 2015, June 2015 and July 2015 available at 
http://www.sudanconsortium.org/darfur_crisis/SKBNUpdates.html 
8 Human Rights Update, September 2015, reporting on an Incident reported on 6 September 2015 in Umdorein County available at: 
http://www.sudanconsortium.org/darfur_crisis/SKBNUpdates.html   
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Unexploded bomblets from a cluster bomb 
– Elbong village, Umdorein County,  

22 July 2015. 

http://www.sudanconsortium.org/darfur_crisis/SKBNUpdates.html
http://www.sudanconsortium.org/darfur_crisis/SKBNUpdates.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During 2015, 46 civilians were killed and 140 were injured in 
SK. Of those killed, 19 were men, 12 women and 16 
children. Of the 140 civilians injured, 56 were men, 40 
women and 44 children. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Property and social amenities 
 
Monitoring on the ground has also shown that 
attacks coincide disproportionately with planting and 
harvesting cycles suggesting a deliberate plan to 
decimate the local economy. In 2015, in SK a high 
number of farms and cultivation areas were targeted 
and damaged and/or destroyed by the Sudanese 
government.  
 
In addition, according to the data collected, 221 
animals (mainly cows and goats) were killed, 53 
injured, 380 looted and at least 470 huts/houses 
were destroyed during the bombings. Also, one 
hospital,9 one clinic10 and one school11 were partially 
damaged.  

                                                 
9 Heiban hospital partially damaged on 16 February 2015. 
10 Clinic in Heiban damaged on 28 June 2015.  
11 School in Umdorein partially damaged on 16 February 2015.  
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Child burned in Umserndiba attack,  
UmDorein County   

March 2015 
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House burnt in Farandalla village, Alburum (Tobo) 
County  


