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Foreword 

Fiscal year 2014 saw an increasing number of huge typhoons 

and cyclones, torrential rains and storms, which might have been 

influenced by climate changes at global scale. These disasters, and 

the subsequent floods and landslides caused the loss of many lives 

and the destruction of massive amounts of property, leading to a 

further increase of roles and responsibilities of ADRC in natural 

disasters risk reduction in Asia. 

In March 2014 the Third UN World Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction held in Sendai was attended by representatives 

from 187 UN member states. The conference adopted four priorities for action: (1) Understanding 

disaster risk; (2) Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster risk; (3) Investing in 

disaster reduction for resilience and; (4) Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response, and to 

"Build Back Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. ADRC should serve as a hub for 

disaster reduction efforts in promoting and achieving these proposed actions in Asia, as a key player  

It will have been nearly two decades since ADRC was founded in 1998 after the Great 

Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. It is now time for ADRC to start thinking of strategies and actions for 

another twenty years, based on the priorities for action identified by the UN.  

All of us at ADRC are committed to doing our utmost to ensure the safety and security of the people 

in Asia in close cooperation and strong partnership with our member countries, observer countries, and 

related agencies. 

March 2015 

Masanori Hamada, Chairman 

Asia Disaster Reduction Center 
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1. Highlights of 2014/2015

1-1. Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR)
Information sharing among member countries, advisor countries, and other relevant 

organizations are indispensable for strengthening the network of people working on disaster 

risk reduction in Asia. The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) convenes an annual 

international conference attended by disaster risk management officials from its member 

countries and disaster experts from international organizations to promote the sharing of 

information and opinions, and to enhance partnerships among participating countries and 

organizations. 

The Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR) 2015 was held in Sendai, Japan on 15 

March 2015 as part of the Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) held 

14-18 March 2015. The WCDRR aimed to confirm achievements of the Hyogo Framework for

Action (HFA) and clarify the core actions on improving capacity for DRR in the HFA2, and its

successor framework.

ACDR2015 was organized jointly by the government of Japan, the United Nations 

Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), and ADRC. It was 

attended by a total of 180 participants, including high level government officials from 29 

countries as well as representatives of 23 international and regional organizations, the academic 

community, and the private sector. 

The key topics addressed at ACDR2015 were as follows: 

1. ADRC’s priority actions related to the HFA and the Post-2015 Framework

2. Creative reconstruction initiatives by Hyogo Prefecture since the Great Hanshin-Awaji

Earthquake

3. Lessons learned from typhoons and in Philippines and future challenges in this area

4. HFA implementation status and future challenges in Kyrgyz

5. HFA implementation status and future challenges in Nepal

6. ICIMOD’s regional DRR efforts to improve disaster management capacity in the HKH

region

Fig. 1-1-1 Participants of ACDR2015 
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 ACDR2015 was opened with remarks by Mr. Ryosei Akazawa, State Minister of the 

Cabinet Office of Japan, followed by remarks from Ms. Feng Min Kan, Head of the Asia and 

the Pacific Office of UNISDR. Dr. Masanori Hamada,Chairman of the ADRC, expressed 

sincere gratitude for their participation in ACDR2015, then reviewed the ADRC's core 

activities: information sharing, capacity, building, and strengthening the resilience of 

communities. 

He proposed two new activities to promote the Post-2015 Framework: (1) utilizing more 

advanced technologies, such as space science, in DRR, and (2) strengthening the resilience of 

communities by involving local industries. 

Mr. Sugeng Triutomo, formerly a long-time ADRC point of contact in Indonesia's BNPB, 

Senior Advisor of BNPB, moderated a panel discussion on the progress made toward the HFA 

and the challenges involved in promoting the Post-2015 Framework in ADRC's member 

countries and regions. The list of presenters is as follows. 

Mr. Akinori Sugimoto, Superintendent of Emergency Management, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, 

“Lessons from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Over the Past 20 years.” The Hyogo 

prefectural government presented results achieved from an evaluation of the 20 years of efforts 

undertaken since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Creative reconstruction was strongly 

recommended in the Post-2015 Framework. 

Mr. Alexander P. Pama, Administrator, Office of Civil Defense, Philippines: “The Philippine 

Experience: Making Resilience Happen.” The Office of Civil Defense in the Philippines gave a 

presentation on its successes in disaster risk reduction and management, with special attention 

to the lessons learned from Typhoon Yolanda (I.N. Haiyan) and best practices from Typhoon 

Ruby (I.N. Hagupit). 

Mr. Kanatbek KARYBAI UULU, Chief Specialist, International Cooperation Department, 

Ministry of Emergency Situations, Kyrgyz: “For the good of Kyrgyzstan.” The Ministry of 

Emergency Situations in Kyrgyz showed progress towards the HFA and recommended 

“enhancing the coordination of DRR activities carried out by all stakeholders and at all levels, 

with particular emphasis on the local level.” 

Fig. 1-1-2  Participants of ACDR2015 
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Mr. Rameshwor Dangal, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Nepal: “An Overview of 

Disaster Risk Management in Nepal.” The Ministry of Home Affairs in Nepal reported on its 

HFA progress, especially highlighting the Nepal Risk Reduction Consortium (NRRC), and 

concluded by saying “Nepal expects solidarity and support from participating agencies and 

development partners with regard to DRM financing and technology.” 

Dr. Mandira Singh Shrestha, Senior Water Resources Specialist, ICIMOD: “Regional Efforts 

in Disaster Risk Reduction in the HKH Region: Challenges and Opportunities.” ICIMOD 

talked about ICIMOD and disasters in the Himalayan region, particularly emphasizing the 

effectiveness of progressive initiatives using satellite technologies and mobile phones. 

At the closing ceremony, remarks were given by Mr. Kiyoshi Natori, ADRC Executive 

Director. ACDR2015 was a great success thanks to the valuable contributions of all the 

speakers and the active involvement of all participants. 

The documents of ACDR2015 and the final conference summary are available at ADRC’s 

website, http://www.adrc.asia/acdr/2015_index.html . 

1. Highlights of 2014/2015
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1-2. Other Activities Related to ACDR
The ADRC also organized two other public forums, and participated in some public forums 

as resource person, furthermore, booth and poster exhibition as follows: 

1) Efforts to promote disaster resilience of private sector in the Asia-Pacific region –

Learning from good practices of private companies – (organized by ADRC)

2) Building Resilience at the Local Level - Learning from the Experiences in the Efforts for

Sustainable Community based Disaster Risk Reduction Activities in Asia- (organized by

ADRC)

3) Enhancing Disaster Resilience by Fusion of Simulation, Sensing and Geo-informatics

4) Earth Observations and High Technology to Reduce Risks

5) Building back from Cascading Disasters and Establishment of academic framework of

Disaster Reconstruction

6) Second meeting of the Expert Group on Disaster-related Statistics in Asia and the Pacific

7) Earthquake/Tsunami-disaster risk reduction by Early Warning System and public

awareness

8) Booth Exhibition on the activities of ADRC

9) Poster Exhibition on the activities of ADRC

(1) Public forums “Efforts to Promote the Disaster Resilience of the Private Sector in the

Asia-Pacific Region: Learning from the Good Practices of Private Companies”

ADRC organized this public forum on 16 March 2015. Its objectives were to further 

promote the recent practices of business 

entities and regional networks in 

promoting the development of local 

resilience in the Asia-Pacific region, 

which is highly vulnerable to natural 

disasters. Eight speakers from seven 

organizations gave presentations on their 

DRR activities,  followed by a panel 

discussion. Some 60 people participated 

in the forum. 

(2) Public forums “ Building Resilience at the Local Level: Learning from Experiences

Aimed at Achieving Sustainable CommunityBased Disaster Risk Reduction Activities

in Asia”

 ADRC organized this public forum on 17 March 2015. Jointly organized by BNPB 

(National Disaster Management Authority, Indonesia), JICA, and ADRC, this forum 

featured good practices in community-based disaster risk reduction (CBDRR), highlighted 

Fig. 1-2-1 Panel Discussion 
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the importance of involving multi-stakeholders, including efforts to establish good 

connections between national and local governments in Indonesia, the Philippines, and 

Japan, and provided new insights for upgrading disaster resilience program initiatives in a 

sustainable manner.  

Approximately. 80 participants, most of whom are engaged in disaster risk reduction and 

community-based disaster risk management (CBDRM) in Asia, actively participated in 

discussions held during the forum.  

Fig. 1-2-2 Speakers and participants of the forum 
(Left: Dr. Rudyanto, Moderator of the forum) 

1. Highlights of 2014/2015
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2. Asian Disaster Reduction Center
2-1. History of the Establishment of the ADRC

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) opened its office in Kobe, Japan, on 30 July 

1998. The major steps leading up to formation of the ADRC are described below. 

(1) International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR)

At its 42nd General Assembly in December 1987, the United Nations designated the 1990s

as the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, and adopted a resolution aiming

to sharply reduce the damage caused by natural disasters around the world, particularly in

developing countries, through joint international action.

(2) World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction

In May 1994, the UN held the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction in

Yokohama, Japan, to conduct an interim review of the decade-long IDNDR initiative and to

propose an action plan for the future. At the meeting, the “Yokohama Strategy for a Safer

World” was adopted, highlighting the importance of international cooperation in regions that

share common types of disasters and disaster reduction measures. Disaster reduction

activities have then been promoted throughout the world based on this strategy.

(3) Ministerial-level Asian Natural Disaster Reduction Conference

As a first step toward regional cooperation under the Yokohama Strategy, the IDNDR

Secretariat organized a meeting in Kobe in December 1995 to formulate a policy on disaster

reduction cooperation in Asia. Government ministries in charge of DDR in charge of disaster

reduction from 28 countries attended the meeting, which concluded with the adoption of the

Kobe Disaster Reduction Declaration. This declaration consists of ideas for promoting

international cooperation in disaster reduction, including a Japanese proposal to launch a

feasibility study on a system for coordinating disaster reduction efforts in the Asian region.

(4) Asian Natural Disaster Reduction Experts Meeting

The government of Japan and the IDNDR Secretariat jointly organized an experts meeting

in October 1996 to hash out how a central disaster reduction system, as stated in the Kobe

Disaster Reduction Declaration, might be created for the Asian region. The meeting was

attended by key personnel in the government ministries in charge of DDR of 30 countries,

and they agreed to study the creation of the tentatively named “Asian Disaster Reduction

Center” to serve as a secretariat for promoting activities under the proposed system.

(5) Asian Disaster Reduction Cooperation Promotion Meeting

The government of Japan and the IDNDR Secretariat jointly organized a meeting in Tokyo
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in June 1997 to discuss the activities of the proposed central disaster reduction system. Once 

again, key personnel from the disaster reduction bureaus of 23 countries attended the meeting, 

whose overall goal was to promote cooperation in disaster reduction efforts through actions. 

A proposal was made at the meeting to establish an office in Japan to serve as the secretariat 

for the proposed system. 

(6) Establishment of the ADRC

With momentum gathering from this series of meetings, the Japanese government

discussed the organization, budget, and other aspects of the proposed office with the other

countries involved. With the cooperation of Hyogo Prefecture, the Asian Disaster Reduction

Center was officially established in Kobe on 30 July 1998.

2-2. Composition

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) was established in Kobe, Hyogo prefecture, in 

1998, with mission to enhance disaster resilience of the member countries, to build safe 

communities, and to create a society where sustainable development is possible. ADRC works 

to build disaster resilient communities and to establish networks among countries through many 

programs including personnel exchanges in this field. 

The Center addresses this issue from a global perspective in cooperation with a variety of UN 

agencies and international organizations/initiatives, such as the United Nations Secretariat for 

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), the United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP). 

At the outset, ADRC was comprised of 22 member countries, four advisor countries, and an 

observer organization. Armenia joined later, in August 2000, followed by the Kyrgyz Republic 

in July 2002, Pakistan in July 2005, and Yemen and Bhutan in December 2007, Azerbaijan in 

2009, Maldives in 2010, and the Republic of Iran in 2012 bringing the number of member 

countries to 30. In March 2004, the US joined as the fifth advisor country to ADRC. 

30 Member Countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, 

Indonesia,Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Kazakhstan, Republic of Korea, Kyrgyz, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 

Russian Federation, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uzbekistan, Viet 

Nam,Yemen 5 Advisor Countries: Australia, France, New Zealand, Switzerland, United 

States of America Observer: Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC) 
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Table 2-2-1  Counterpart List of member countries 

country organization

Armenia National Survey for Seismic Protection (NSSP) 

Bangladesh Ministry of Disaster Management & Relief 

Azerbaijan Ministry of Emergency Situations 

Bhutan Ministry of Home & Cultural Affairs 

Cambodia The National Committee for Disaster Management (NCDM) 

China National Disaster Reduction Center of China 

India Ministry of Home Affairs 

Indonesia National Agency for Disaster Management (BNPB) 

Iran National Disaster Management Organization 

Japan Disaster Preparedness and International Cooperation, Cabinet Office 

Kazakhstan Ministry of Emergency Situations 

Rep. of Korea Ministry of Public Safety and Security 

Kyrgyz Ministry of Emergency Situations 

Laos National Disaster Management Office (NDMO) 

Malaysia National Security Council, Prime Minister's Department 

Maldives National Disaster Management Center 

Mongolia National Emergency Management Agency 

Myanmar Ministry of Social Welfare, Government of the Union of Myanmar 

Nepal Ministry of Home Affairs 

Pakistan National Disaster Management Authority 

Papua New Guinea National Disaster Centre (NDC) 

Philippines Department of National Defense 

Russia 
Ministry of Russian Federation for Civil Defense, Emergencies and Elimination of 
Consequences of Natural Disasters 

Singapore Singapore Civil Defence Force 

Sri Lanka Disaster Management Centre 

Tajikistan Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense 

Thailand Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation (DDPM), Ministry of Interior 

Uzbekistan Ministry of Emergency Situations 

Viet Nam Disaster Management Center (DMC) 

Yemen Ministry of Water & Environment 
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2-3. Main Activities

ADRC engages in the following basic activities:

(1) Information Sharing

 Provision of disaster information

 Sentinel Asia – A space-based disaster management support system in the Asia-Pacific

region

 Promotion of the GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier (GLIDE) system

 Organization of international meetings

(2) Human Resource Development

 Organizing conference, workshops, and trainings on disaster risk reduction

 Program for inviting visiting researchers from member countries

(3) Building Community Capabilities

 Development and dissemination of tools for encouraging community involvement

 Development of Public and Private Partnership and Business Continuity Plan (BCP) for

small and medium-sized enterprises

 Assistance with the activities to further strengthen all stakeholder coordination

mechanisms

Fig. 2-2-1 Member Countries 
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3. Collection and Dissemination of Disaster
Information

The ADRC has been disseminating many different types of information related to disaster risk 

reduction on its website (http://www.adrc.asia) aiming at ensuring appropriate disaster response, 

mitigation, and preparedness activities. 

3-1. Disaster Risk Reduction Activities of Member
Countries 

With assistance from its 30 member countries, the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) 

has been collecting information on systems, plans, and specific measures of each country’s 

disaster risk reduction as well as the situation of natural disasters. ADRC has also been collecting 

information from related materials, various countries/organizations and through Visiting 

Researchers from the ADRC member countries and UNOCHA Office in Kobe. 

ADRC will continue collecting and sharing information on the following items mainly: 

1) Disaster management systems (legal frameworks, organizations, basic plans, and disaster

management manuals), 2) Experiences of disaster response, and 3) Information on natural 

disasters (descriptions of natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, cyclones, etc., and 

resulting damages). 

3-1-1. Information Collection from Member Countries

In fiscal year 2014, as in the previous year, ADRC collected disaster risk reduction-related

information on member countries through the following methods.

3-1-1-1. Information Provided from ADRC Member Countries
Besides the voluntary provision from the member countries, ADRC collected the

information on systems, plans, and specific measures of each country’s disaster reduction as

well as situations of ongoing natural disasters through Visiting Researchers (VR).

3-1-1-2. Collecting Information through Participation in
International Conferences 

 ADRC collected relevant information regarding progress of Hyogo Framework for Action 

(HFA), latest DRR activities by participating in international conferences such as the 6th Asian 

Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (AMCDRR). In addition, ADRC, in 

collaboration with the Government of Japan (Cabinet Office), held the Asian Conference on 

Disaster Reduction in Sendai, Japan on 15 March 2015 in order to discuss and share 

progresses, issues, and challenges in implementing disaster risk reduction polices. 
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3-1-1-3. Utilization of Internet
Taking advantage of internet, ADRC has been collecting disaster related information

efficiently. Internet will be more important to facilitate technical support and construct disaster

information databases. The internet also helps ADRC to collect related information provided

by academic research institutions and international organizations.

In fiscal year 2013, ADRC continued gathering information on the disaster risk reduction 

systems of member countries through information requests, field surveys, international 

conferences, and internet. Furthermore, ADRC updated country reports in cooperation with 

Visiting Researchers. 

Table 3-1-1-1 lists the reports provided by counterparts in member countries. All these 

reports are available on ADRC website. Over recent years, disaster risk management 

organizations in many countries have been actively promoting information dissemination over 

the internet. Therefore, the ADRC website developed direct links to these websites which offer 

access to the latest information. 

Table  3-1-1-1 List of reports from ADRC member countries 

Country Year prepared

Armenia  2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2012 

Azerbaijan 2011, 2014

Bangladesh 1998, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2010, 2011, 2013 

Bhutan 2008, 2013, 2014 

Cambodia 1998, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2013 

China 1998, 1999, 2005, 2006, 2012 

India 1998, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2012 

Indonesia 1998, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2012 

Iran 2013

Japan 1998, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2012 

Kazakhstan 1998, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2006 

Korea 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2008 

Kyrgyzstan 2005, 2006, 2012 

Laos 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006 

Malaysia 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2011 

Maldives 2013, 2014

Mongolia 1998, 1999, 2002, 2005, 2010, 2011, 2013 

Myanmar 2002, 2005, 2006, 2013 

Nepal 1998, 1999, 2005, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014 

Pakistan 2005, 2006, 2009 

Papua New Guinea 1998, 1999, 2005, 2006 
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Philippines 
1998, 1999, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2014 

Russia 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006 

Singapore 1998, 1999, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006 

Sri Lanka 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2014 

Tajikistan 1998, 1999, 2003, 2005, 2006 

Thailand 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012 

Uzbekistan 1998, 1999, 2005, 2006, 2013 

Vietnam 1998, 1999, 2005, 2006 

Yemen 2009, 2012, 2014 

Country Reports includes the following topics provided by each member country. 

I. Natural Hazards in the Country

1.1 Natural Hazards Likely to Affect the Country

1.2 Recent Major Disasters

(basic data of disasters, damage situation, response and  recovery information)

II. Disaster Management System

2.1 Administration System 

2.2 Legal System and Framework

2.3 Structure of Disaster Management

2.4 Priorities on Disaster Risk Management

III. Disaster Management Strategy, Policy and Plan

IV. Budget Size on National Level

V. Progress of the Implementation of Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA)

VI. Recent Major Projects on Disaster Risk Reduction

VII. Counterparts of ADRC
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3-1-2. Natural Disaster Data Book

ADRC publishes analyses on disaster impacts based on the data of EM-DAT provided by

CRED, Brussels. For instance, 20th Century Data Book on Asian Natural Disasters, and its

revision released in 2000 and 2002 respectively featured disasters which hit its member countries

while annual Natural Disaster Data Book covers disaster characteristics in the world.

This section introduces the excerpts from Natural Disaster Data Book 2013, which covers 

regional and disaster-specific issues of the year and long term. 

The following Figures 3-1-2-2 to 3-1-2-7 and Tables 3-1-2-1 and 3-1-2-2 depict the results of 

analyses of national disaster and impacts in 2012 and in the long term. 

According to EM-DAT recorded in 2013, 361 disaster events occurred, 23,538 people were 

killed, more than 99.9 million people were affected and economic damage reached 119 billion 

USD. 

Similar to 2012, the year 2013 saw Typhoon Haiyan (Typhoon No.30 in Japan) causing largest 

impacts, killing 7,986 people, affecting more than 16 million people and damaging 1 billion 

USD. Also flooding in India killed 6,054 people and affected 50 million people with economic 

damage 1.1 billion USD. 

By region, Asia had largest shares in disaster 

occurrence (44.6 %), killed people (84.6%), affected 

people (87.1%) and the amount of damages (49.0%) in 

2013 as seen in Figure 1-3-2-2 and Table 1-3-2-1.  

By disaster type, flood topped in disaster 

occurrences (41.3%), people killed (41.7%) and 

economic damage (44.5%).  People affected by flood 

ranked the second (32.1%) after storm. On the other 

hand, storm shared the second in occurrence, people 

killed and economic damage (29.1%, 39.1% and 

44.0% respectively) (Figure 3-1-2-2, Table3-1-2-1).  

Compared with the previous year, in 2013, data 

shows increase in fatalities and decline in the numbers 

of disaster occurrences, people affected, and the 

amount of economic damages.  
Fig3-1-2-1  Natural Disaster 

       Data Book 2013 
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Table 3-1-2-1  Impacts of Natural Disasters by Region 2013 

Fig. 3-1-2-2  Impacts of Natural Disasters by Region 2013 

Region

Africa 63 (19.2%) 2,489 (23.1%) 26,532,108 (25.4%) 1,084 (0.8%)
Americas 68 (20.7%) 1,051 (9.7%) 4,749,370 (4.6%) 87,063 (61.1%)

Asia 129 (39.3%) 6,032 (55.9%) 72,178,335 (69.2%) 32,687 (23.0%)
Europe 57 (17.4%) 1,111 (10.3%) 557,319 (0.5%) 20,346 (14.3%)
Oceania 11 (3.4%) 100 (0.9%) 258,229 (0.2%) 1,208 (0.8%)

Total 328 (100.0%) 10,783 (100.0%) 104,275,361 (100.0%) 142,387 (100.0%)

(share in %) (share in %) (share in %) (share in %)

Impact
Occurrence Killed Affected Damage (US$ million)
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3-1-3. Disaster Information Sharing Using GLIDE Numbers

GLIDE is the acronym for the GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier system, in which commonly

formatted but unique numbers are assigned to disasters all over the world. The GLIDE system

was first proposed by ADRC and has been adopted and used by more than 20 international

organizations and research institutes.

There are many organizations around the world that design and develop their own disaster 

databases that are freely accessible online. When a disaster occurs, information is distributed over 

the Internet not only by organizations in the affected countries but also by organizations and the 

mass media in other countries. Whenever a disaster occurs in any part of the world, ADRC 

collects information from websites of relevant organizations and worldwide news agencies, or by 

sending e-mails to contact persons in the affected area. Over the course of its experience, ADRC 

has come up against several problems in collecting disaster information using these conventional 

methods, including the following. 

① Considerable manpower is needed to search the Internet for websites of relevant

individual organizations every time a disaster occurs.

② There is no standardized naming protocol for disasters. As many different names are

given to a certain single disaster by various organizations, even search engines such as

Google or Yahoo sometimes return no results.

③ Website links may be lost when the structure of particular organization's database or

website is modified.

The GLIDE system offers a solution to these problems. It will significantly improve the 

efficiency with which information on historical and ongoing disasters can be retrieved from 

databases and websites. 

At the Global Disaster Information Network (GDIN) Conference held in Canberra, Australia 

in March 2001, ADRC proposed the development of a standardized coding system for managing 

information on disasters around the world. This proposal was accepted for implementation as a 

pilot project by the GDIN. In 2004, glidenumber.net was jointly developed by the ADRC and 

OCHA ReliefWeb, with technical assistance provided by LaRED. It is designed to issue new 

GLIDE numbers to disasters immediately after they occur. Moreover, ADRC, the CRED, 

IRI/Columbia University, the USAID/OFDA, the WMO, IFRC, UNDP, and ISDR Secretariat 

have agreed to use the GLIDE number format as the standard for assigning disaster identification 

numbers. 
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The GLIDE number format was revised in 2004 as follows: 

AA-BBBB-CCCCCC-DDD-EEE 

AA: Disaster classification  →→→→→→→→ 

BBBB: Year of occurrence 

(4-digit numeric figure) 

CCCCCC: Serial number by year 

DDD: Country code  

(ISO code. e.g., JPN for Japan) 

EEE: Region code 

 (e.g., 013 for Tokyo) 

The local code at the end can be added for the convenience of user countries in organizing their 

national databases. This format is still in use among GLIDE-issuing organizations.  

Databases that incorporate GLIDE numbers will have the following advantages:   

① A parameterized search function allows user organizations to easily connect pieces of

disaster information archived by various organizations.

② A search engine, developed to focus on particularly important information for user

organizations, allows a one-stop search and display of all the necessary data, eliminating

the need to conduct additional searches for data independently archived by individual

organizations.

Drought DR
Heat Wave HW 
Cold Wave CW 
Tropical Cyclone TC 
Extratropical Cyclone EC 
Tornado TO
Violent Wind VW 
Severe Local Storm ST 
Flood FL
Flash Flood FF 
Land Slide LS 
Snow Avalanche AV 
Mud Slide MS 
Volcano VO
Earthquake EQ
Fire FR
Tsunami TS
Storm Surge SS 
Epidemic EP
Insect Infestation IN 
Wild Fire WF 
Others OT
Complex Emergency CE 
Technological AC

Fig 3-1-3-1 Structure of GLIDE 
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3-1-3-2. Second meeting of the Expert Group on
Disaster-related Statistics in Asia and the Pacific 

During the 3rd WCDRR in Sendai, Japan, the second meeting of the expert group on 

Disaster-related Statistics in Asia and the Pacific was held on 17 March 2015 (9:00-17:00) at 

Tohoku University as one of public forum of WCDRR.  

Discussion points are as follows; 

- The Post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction, the sustainable development goals and

the work of the Expert Group.

- Towards a basic range of disaster statistics in Asia Pacific

- Development of regional guidelines for disaster related statistics

-Way forward and work plan

Expert Group agrees on its work plan from April 2015 to March 2016

ADRC introduced GLIDE and the Disaster Data Book as ADRC activities. Supporting ADRC

member countries’ development of disaster-related statistics, along with the post-2015 

frameworks will be continued by ADRC. 

Photo 3-1-3-2 Expert Group Meeting 
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3-2. Database on Disaster Risk Reduction

3-2-1. Latest Disaster Information

When a natural disaster occurs, information on the extent of the damage, the situation of the

affected area and emergency response and relief is collected and disseminated by media, local

and central governments, international organizations, research institutions, civil societies, NGOs,

etc in affected countries and throughout the world. Once most of such information was usually

provided individually and it took time and labor to get all the necessary information, whch

prevented from agile data collection activities in case of emergency.

Under these circumstances, organizations such as the Centre for Research on the 

Epidemiology of Disasters, Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED) and 

the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) have been gathering 

global disaster information to make disaster information. 

The ADRC has developed a database and published the latest disaster information on its 

website in order to contribute as a clearinghouse of disaster information from various sources 

since September 1998. Summarized information with direct links to the original information 

sources provided on its website enables rapid search and retrieval of information. In particular, 

the database provides a brief summary of disasters (dates, locations, and overviews), brief 

outlines of damage situations, link information categorized by reports/articles, geographic data, 

emergency relief information, urgent reports from the ADRC member countries and graphic 

information. Such information is continually updated in accordance with further information 

release. 

Figure 3-2-1-1 to Figure 3-2-1-4 shows information flow of ADRC’s website from top page to 

related organizational information. The landslide in Indonesia, December 2014 was taken as 

example.  In the top page, the disaster appears as latest disaster, linked to detailed information 

(Figure 3-2-1-1). The detailed information has links to GLIDE number, and national disaster 

management organization of the country when it is ADRC’s member country (Figure 3-2-1-2, 

3-2-1-3). Information sources for the reports come from situation reports and satellite imageries

as mentioned below (Figure 3-2-1-4).

The information originates mainly from announcements of disaster relevant organizations 

including the ADRC’s member countries, situation reports from the UNOCHA ReliefWeb, 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), and media reports. The 

latest disaster information site also links to the home page of the disaster management 

organization and the disaster management information within ADRC’s website, which works as a 

portal to various kinds of information. 

In addition, the database connected to the link to the other site “JAXA DMSS” to enhance the 

value to ADRC’s web site using the satellite image data taken at the affected site after the natural 

disasters when the emergency satellite observation was conducted. The database provides 

information of more than 1,944 disasters in the world as of 16 January 2015. 
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Figure 3-2-1  ADRC Website top page (above) 

  Details of Disaster Information (below) 

(1) (2)

(3)

19

3. Collection and Dissemination of Disaster Information



Figure 3-2-1-2  GLIDE Number of the disaster (1) 

Figure 3-2-1-3  Information on Disaster Risk Reduction of the Member Countries (2) 
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3-2-2. Multilanguage Glossary on Disaster Reduction

(1) Provision of Multi-language Glossary on Natural Disasters

The Multi-language Glossary on Natural Disasters was compiled through the activities of

the United Nation’s IDNDR launched in 1990. It can be easily searched in six languages such

as Chinese, English, French, Japanese, Korean, and Spanish by choosing an input language

and a target language. To make the glossary available to a broader audience, ADRC has been

providing online translation services. Thus, the six-language glossary is now available on the

ADRC website.

The glossary contains technical terms which are hard to find in ordinary dictionaries, and 

can be utilized by personnel in the disaster field to decipher technical documents related to 

Disaster Reduction. 

(2) Native Language Activities by Visiting Researchers

ADRC accepts eight visiting researchers from member countries during the year to improve

capabilities in disaster reduction administration. Since 2008, ADRC has been making

“Multilanguage Dictionaries” with side by side entries into the mother language of the visiting

researcher about 1,130 basic “disaster reduction terms” based on English terms.

Side by side translation lists have already been completed by researchers from Bhutan, 

Kyrgyz (Kyrgyz and Russian), Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Vietnam, and Yemen (Arabic) by March 2015, and been offered in the format of 

“Multilingual Dictionaries (Tentative)” on the ADRC website separate from the 

“Multi-language Glossary.” They were intended to serve as reference materials for disaster 

reduction activities in member countries.  

  Fig.3-2-2-1 Multi-language Dictionaries for Disaster Reduction (Provisional Translation) 
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3-2-3. Asian Disaster Reduction Center Newsletter: ADRC
Highlights 

ADRC has been using the Internet and e-mail to share information with its counterparts in the 

member countries, and other applicants. As one of its mainstay tools for information dissemination, 

ADRC has been issuing the newsletter “ADRC Highlights” since 1 June 1999. It had been issued 

twice a month until FY 2007, and has been issued once a month since the renewal of its design in FY 

2008.  

Fig. 3-2-3-1  ADRC Highlights 

(January 2014: Japanese edition, English edition, Russian edition) 

The newsletter is made publicly available on the website. It is also e-mailed in English, 

Russian and Japanese to the ADRC counterparts and former visiting researchers, participants in 

the past ADRC annual meetings, visitors to ADRC, trainees in JICA's training courses which 

ADRC were involved in, and participants in international conferences ADRC took part in to 

strengthen relations with. Also we register e-mail addresses of those who wish to subscribe the 

newsletter upon the receipt of request e-mail. The numbers of subscribers in English, Russian and 

Japanese, are 2,388, 191 and 909 respectively as of January 2015.  

The contents include articles on the latest ADRC activities, reports on international 

conferences, and other events which ADRC staff attended and gave presentations in, as well as 

national reports by the ADRC visiting researchers from member countries. In FY2014, there 

were several manuscripts regarding international conference toward the Third UN World 

Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction which will be held in March 2015. 

22



This tool has been very effective in order to keep good ties and communication with relevant 

officials in Japan and overseas. 

Table 3-2-3-1 Headlines from ADRC Highlights (FY2014) 

Vol. Main Articles 

253 
1. Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2014
2. ADRC DRR Policy Peer Review FY2013

254 

1. IRP/ADRC Attends International Seminar on Crisis Response in Australia
2. UNISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) Meeting
3. ASEAN Workshop on the Development of Mechanisms for the Acquisition and

Utilization of Space-Based Information During Emergency Response

255 

1. 7th ECO International Conference on Disaster Risk Management
2. 9th Meeting of the Typhoon Committee Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction
3. Personnel Change

256 

1. 6th Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction Held in Bangkok
(ADRC)

2. 6th Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction Held in Bangkok
(IRP/ADRC)

3. Toulouse Space Show

257 

1. New ADRC Chairman, Dr. Masanori Hamada
2. IRP/ADRC Attends ASEM Manila Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and

Management "Post-Haiyan ? A Way Forward" in the Philippines 
3. ADRC Staff Profile -Mr. Yuji SASAKI, Senior Administrative Manager
4. ADRC Staff Profile -Mr. Takeshi NAKAO, Senior Researcher

258 

1. JICA Training Course: Raising Awareness of Disaster Reduction
2. JICA Training Course: Comprehensive Disaster Management for Central Asia and the

Caucasus
3. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Nyo Aye (Myammar)
4. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Mr. Pradip Kumar Koirala (Nepal)
5. ADRC/IRP Attends ASEAN High-Level Conference on Assistance for the Recovery

of Yolanda-Affected Areas (ARYA) in the Philippines

259 

1. Second Regional Ministerial Conference of Disaster Management Authorities in
Central Asia under the "Central Asia plus Japan" Dialogue

2. UNESCAP/JAXA Policy Makers' Dialog and Capacity Development for Disaster
Risk Reduction and Disaster Management in the Asia-Pacific: Harnessing
Information and Space Technology and Geographic Information Systems

3. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Hazar Fadhl Dammag (Yemen)
4. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Mr. Nuwan Prasantha Madawan Arachchi (Sri

lanka)
5. ADRC Internship, Ms. Misato Nishizawa
6. ADRC Internship, Mr. Guillaume BERNARD
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260 

1. ADRC's Collaboration with the World Bank - ADRC and IRP Participated in "the 2nd
World Reconstruction Conference" –

2. ADRC DRR Policy Peer Review FY2014
3. Research on Tsunami Disaster Awareness Among Residents of Indonesia

261 

1. JAXA/Myanmar Earthquake Committee 2nd Joint Project Meeting Team for Sentinel
Asia STEP3 (JPTM2014)

2. Asian Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction

262 

1. Happy New Year 2015 -Masanori HAMADA, Chairman, ADRC
2. ADRC DRR Policy Peer Review FY2014
3. IRP Workshop for Central America and Intergovernmental Dialogue on Recovery

Processes

263 

1. 7th APEC Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG) Meeting
2. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Ameerha P. Ortega (Philippines)
3. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Ms. Fathmath Saushan Moosa (Maldives)

264 

1. 6th UN-SPIDER Regional Support Offices (RSO) Meeting
2. Seminar and reception in 52th Session of UN-COPUOS hosted by Japan
3. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Mr. Yeshey Lotay (Bhutan)
4. ADRC Visiting Researcher Report -Mr. Rustam Safaraliyev (Azerbaijan)
5. Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction (ACDR) 2015 Draws to Successful

Conclusion (FLASH)
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3-3. Transmitting Space Image of areas affected by
Disaster and Offering Image Analysis Technique 

3-3-1. Sentinel Asia

(1) Objective
The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) continues to participate in the Sentinel Asia

project. The project was launched in 2006 with an objective of establishing a disaster risk 

management system by making the use of satellite images in Asia. ADRC functions as the 

focal point to receive emergency observation request in the framework of the Sentinel Asia. 

Upon receiving a request, ADRC decides whether the request is appropriate and whether the 

emergency observation should be implemented mainly for the assessment of damages and 

casualties. Based on its own judgment, ADRC will forward the request to five space agencies, 

namely, the ISRO (India), the JAXA (Japan), the GISTDA (Thailand), the KARI (Korea), 

NARL (Taiwan), CRISP (Singapore) participating in the Sentinel Asia Project. 

In accordance with the Cooperation Agreement between the United Nations Office for 

Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) and ADRC signed on 4 June 2009 on the establishment of 

the ADRC UN-SPIDER Regional Support Office, the ADRC UN-SPIDER Regional Support 

Office has been established and operated by ADRC staff members as coordinators of the 

ADRC UN-SPIDER RSO. 

Against this backdrop, ADRC should work towards facilitating countries in Asia to have 

access to and develop the capacity to use space-based information to support the full disaster 

management cycle. 

Fig. 3-3-1-1 Flow of emergency observation 
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(2)Implementation of Sentinel Asia Step3
A step-by-step approach for the implementation of Sentinel Asia was adopted as follows:

Step1: Implementation of the backbone Sentinel Asia data dissemination system

Step2: Expansion of the dissemination backbone with new satellite communication

systems 

Step3: Establishment of a comprehensive disaster management support system 

At APRSAF-19 (Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum, APRSAF) held in Kuala 

Lumpur in December 2012, it is declared the successful completion of Sentinel Asia Step2. 

Sentinel Asia Step3 has the following concept, based on experiences in Step2 and user 

requirements. 

- A basic continuation of Step2 activities

- Expansion from response (in Step1 and Step2) to cover the mitigation/preparedness and

recovery phases in the disaster management cycle (Fig. 3-3-1-2)

- Participation of various satellites: earth observation satellites, communication satellites,

and navigation satellites

- Further collaboration for operation

- Further utilization of human networking through capacity building and outreach

Fig. 3-3-1-2  Concept of Sentinel Asia Step3 
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(3) Emergency Observation Activities for this year
Number of requests is changing from year to year, but the ratio of activated numbers is

sable and around 80%. Number of requests has been reduced after a peak of 2010-2011. By 

ALOS has stopped in May 2011, a laser sensor that can be provided in Sentinel Asia is gone. 

It seems that demand for laser data is related. From January to December 2013, twenty 

emergency observations were requested, and eighteen undertaken. 

Fig. 3-3-1-3 Changes in the number of emergency observation 2007-2013 

Looking at the breakdown of type of disaster in 2013, the ratio of flood occupies for more 

than half of the total (Fig. 3-3-1-4). In the status implementation of emergency observation 

for each country, top five countries (Indonesia, Philippines, Japan, India, and Malaysia) 

occupy more half of the total. 

Fig. 3-3-1-4 Breakdown by type of disaster (2013) 
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3-3-2. Achievements of the Sentinel Asia in the HFA

(1) Objective
It has been more than seven years since the Sentinel Asia, an international cooperation

project, began to operate a system in 2007 to provide satellite image data in the event of a 

disaster in the Asia-Pacific region. Participating disaster management/satellite agencies 

requested implementation of this activity a total of 213 times as of the end of March 2015.  

Meanwhile, as the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction that succeeds the 

International Decade for National Disaster Reduction (IDNDR) proposed in the 1990s, the 

Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) adopted in 2005 will serve as action guidelines until 

2015. There are about one year left until the end of the HFA implementation. Review of the 

past activities based on the HFA and inputting work toward the formulation of a new 

framework (post-HFA) after 2015 are being performed by domestic and foreign agencies.  

(2) Achievements of Sentinel Asia in terms of the HFA

① Achievements in the application of space and satellite
technologies concerning Priority for Action 2: “To identify,
assess, and monitor disaster risks and enhance early warning.”

Sentinel Asia is currently working to realize effective utilization of earth observation 

satellites for regional disaster management using technologies such as remote sensing, 

Geographical Information System (GIS) and Information Communication Technologies 

(ICT.) 

② Achievements in building regional partnership concerning
Priority for Action 3: “Use knowledge, innovation and
education.”

Major characteristics of Sentinel Asia scheme are the provision of satellite data by 

member space agencies by requests of users (disaster management agencies of the 

affected area/country) and the additional value achieved by analyzed products of 

relevant data produced by specialist institutions when needed. 

③ Achievements through application of space and satellite
technologies in the area concerning knowledge, innovation and
education as outlined in Priority for Action 3.

In order to continue and strengthen the network among space agencies, specialists and 

disaster management agencies, Sentinel Asia has so far carried out a total of nine 

operational training sessions inviting total 179 users from relevant fields of relevant 

countries. 
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④ Implementation as an international agency, provision of
platform for follow-ups and achievements from the application
of space & satellite technology
“Implementation of follow-up” for international agencies defined in the HFA states: 

“In close collaboration with existing networks and platforms, cooperate to support 

globally consistent data collection and forecasting on natural hazards, vulnerabilities 

and risks and disaster impacts at all scales.” With its intended use in disaster risk 

reduction, the platform is required to be versatile and rapid. The latter part of the same 

section from the HFA states that “these initiatives should include the development of 

standards, the maintenance of databases, the development of indicators and indices, 

support to early warning systems, the full and open exchange of data and the use of in 

situ and remotely sensed observations” referring to the use of satellite imageries in 

networks and platforms. 

(3) Recommendations for Post-HFA
Given the challenges yet to be fulfilled by Sentinel Asia as an international cooperation

project for the HFA, this is one of good practices in Sentinel Asia (see fig. 3-3-2-1 below) 

and it makes recommendations such as “Utilization of space and satellite technology for 

monitoring in all disaster phases” in the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction which was held in Sendai in March 2015. 

Fig. 3-3-2-1  Product related to wildfire in Kazakhstan (Sep 2008) 
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4. Human Resource Development

4-1. Human Resource Development and Information
Networking on Visiting Researcher (VR) 

4-1-1. Background

The ADRC has been receiving Visiting Researchers (VR) from member countries since 1999.

To date, 87 officials from 26 member countries have taken part in this program.

Every visiting researcher has learnt about the Japan’s advanced knowledge and technology 

on disaster risk reduction and international cooperation of Japan in his/her stay in the ADRC. 

The Visiting Researchers are expected not only to contribute to strengthening the capacity on 

Disaster Risk Reduction in their countries, but also to further promote cooperation between 

their countries and the ADRC. After finishing the program, they are expected to contribute to 

developing and improving the capacity on DRR in their countries. 

4-1-2. Objective

The objectives are as follows:

 To evaluate the capacity on DRR of the ADRC member countries based on the Hyogo

Framework for Action by accumulating the latest data on the organizations, the national

budget, the national plans, disaster event database, and the relevant laws, act, and

regulations for DRR.

 To examine the policies through the collection and the analysis of Good Practice of the

disaster prevention measures of the member country.

 To improve the Visiting Researcher program based on their advice such as usefulness of

sharing information and exchange opinions among the visiting researchers who stayed in

the same period.

4-1-3. Activities of Visiting Researchers in FY2014

In fiscal year 2014, the following eight researchers have joined the program (four researchers

in the first half year and four researchers in the latter half year).

4-1-3-1. Myanmar
□ Ms. Nyo Nyo Aye

□ Job title at the time of visit: Upper Divisional Clerk, Relief and Resettlement

Department, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

□ She had the intention to learn about flood mitigation and preparedness in Japan.

Through the lectures and visits to various relevant institutions including Cabinet Office,
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Japan Meteorological Agency Osaka Regional Headquarters and local governments, she 

gained better understanding of flood countermeasures, river management and 

meteorological observation and studied application to flood management in Myanmar. 

4-1-3-2. Nepal
□ Mr. Koirala Pradip Kumar

□ Job title at the time of visit: Under-Secretary at Disaster Management Division, Ministry

of Home Affairs

□ He had the intention to study on legal and institutional system of disaster management

in Asian countries. He took lectures by experts of Cabinet Office and local governments

and also visited areas affected by past disasters. He compiled a research report where he

conducted comparative analysis of disaster management systems in south Asian countries

and Japan and discussed applicability to Nepal.

4-1-3-3. Sri Lanka
□ Mr. Madawan Arachchi Nuwan Prasantha

□ Job Title at the time of visit: Assistant Director (Preparedness), Disaster Management

Center, Ministry of Disaster Management

□ He had the intention to study about community-based disaster risk management,

especially preparedness in Japan. After taking lectures on emergency response by local

government and community-based disaster drill, he made research on methodologies of

public awareness.

4-1-3-4. Yemen
□ Ms. Dammag Hazar Fadhl

□ Job Title at the time of visit: Head of Water Section Policy, Ministry of Water and

Environment

□ She planned to conduct a research on how to strengthen technical and institutional

capacity in water resource management in Yemen. For this, she visited Japan Water

Agency, Metropolitan Area Outer Underground Discharge Channel, Kobe City Water

Department and Tsunami Storm Charge Disaster Prevention Station to conduct a

comparative study of water resource management in Japan and Yemen.
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4-1-3-5. Azerbaijan
□ Mr. Safaraliyev Rustam

□ Job Title at the time of visit：Deputy Head of Crises Management Center, Ministry of

Emergency Situations

□ He had the intention to study about methodology and mechanism of interaction between

local community and disaster. He took lectures from Cabinet Office, line ministries, local

governments and NPOs and joining relevant events. After case analyses, he conducted case

studies and discussed application to community-based disaster risk management in

Azerbaijan.

Fig. 4-1-3-3 [Sri Lanka] Join community-based 
disaster drill, Bokomi in Kobe 

Fig. 4-1-3-4 [Yemen] Visit to Japan Water 
Agency 

Fig. 4-1-3-1 [Myanmar] Visit to River 
Monitoring and Information System in Osaka 

Fig. 4-1-3-2 [Nepal] Interview on activities of 
Disaster Relief Team 
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4-1-3-6. Bhutan
□ Mr. Lotay Yeshey

□ Job Title at the time of visit: Deputy Executive Engineer, Department of Disaster

Management, Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs

□ He had the intention to conduct comparative study on windstorm damages on the rural

homes in Bhutan and Japan. Through learning expertise on countermeasures against

windstorm damages to homes, academia and private companies, he gained further

understanding on mitigation approaches and studied application to Bhutan in his research..

4-1-3-7. Maldives
□ Ms. Moosa Fathmath Shaushan

□ Job Title at the time of visit: Senior Assistant Secretary, National Disaster Management

Center

□ She had the intention to study tsunami early warning system in Japan. She took lectures

from Japan Meteorological Agency and its observatory, local governments and academia.

In her research, she studied applicability of approaches to Maldives in order to contribute

to improve tsunami monitoring and early warning system in the country

4-1-3-8. Philippines
□ Ms. Ortega Ameerha Parale

□ Job Title at the time of visit: Civil Defense Officer I, Office of Civil Derense Region III

□ She had the intention to investigate on dam performance and safety in Japan and

Philippines. After learning dam management and disaster risk management issues from

experts of relevant ministries, local government and research institutes and also visiting

dam management offices and communities, she conducted comparative analysis on dam

management in Japan and Philippines.
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 Fig. 4-1-3-5 [Azerbaijan] Visit to Emergency 
Management Center of Hyogo Prefecture 

Fig. 4-1-3-6 [Bhutan] Visit tot General 
Building Research Corporation of Japan 

Fig. 4-1-3-7-1 [Maldives] Visit to Cabinet 
Office Japan to learn DRM System 

Fig. 4-1-3-8-1 [Philippines] Visit to 
Shimokubo Dam Operation Room 
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Fig. 4-2-1-1 Millennium Hope Hills,
Iwanuma City 

4-2. Seminars and Training Course

4-2-1. JICA Training Course: “Comprehensive Disaster
Management for Central Asia and Caucasus” 

ADRC conducted a training course for disaster management officials from Central Asia and 

the Caucasus from 23 June to 2 August 2014 with cooperation from the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) Kansai International Center. Central Asia and the Caucasus 

frequently experience disasters such as earthquakes, floods and landslides, some of which 

extend across several countries. Also, heavy snowfall in winter can lead to flooding when 

mountain glaciers thaw in the warmer seasons. Thus, these regions have common concerns in 

terms of disaster risk management.  

This course aims to convey basic knowledge and experiences related to natural disaster 

management, and to further promote the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 

(HFA) in the trainees' countries. Trainees were asked to identify a major problem in their own 

countries and to formulate an action plan for addressing it.  

The course was conducted in Russian, with 13 central and local government officials 

representing six countries: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan in Central Asia, and 

Armenia and Azerbaijan in the Caucasus. Participants 

attended lectures and visited central and municipal 

government agencies, research institutes, a 

meteorological organization, a disaster management 

base, private companies, and a UN office in order to 

comprehensively enhance their understanding of the 

disaster management system. They also participated in 

community activities, such as “Town Watching,” 

which involved hazard map making, and went on an 

excursion to Niigata where landslide and erosion 

control countermeasures are being implemented. In 

addition, they visited Sendai-city and Natori -city, all 

of which were affected by the Great East Japan 

Earthquake, to see how recovery is progressing and to 

discuss lessons learned.  

It is hoped that the participants will make good use of the knowledge, technologies, and 

methods they learned during this training course to implement various projects and help 

strengthen the disaster management systems in their home countries. ADRC would like to 

express its sincerest gratitude to all the organizations that contributed to the success of this 

course.  
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4-2-2. JICA Training Course: “Comprehensive Disaster Risk
Management Course” 

From 5 January to 21 February 2014, ADRC, in collaboration with JICA conducted the JICA 

Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Course for 10 countries, namely Bhutan, Burundi, 

Indonesia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Philippines, Tajikistan, Macedonia, Cuba and Malaysia. 

Sixteen government officials in charge of disaster management took part in the training. This 

course aimed to help participants formulate and further develop disaster management plans in 

their own countries based on the concept of total disaster risk management, by enhancing their 

understanding of the disaster management systems adopted by the central and local 

governments of Japan.  

During the training, participants attended a series of lectures on such topics as the Japanese 

disaster management system at the central and local levels, Japanese measures against 

earthquake, flooding, landslides and volcanic eruptions, school disaster education, 

community-based disaster risk management, the role of the media in disaster risk reduction, and 

recovery from natural disasters. They participated in a drill conducted by a Disaster Prevention 

Welfare Community in Kobe, the ADRC’s town watching exercise, and the Memorial Walk of 

the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, in addition to visiting disaster-affected areas of the Great 

East Japan Earthquake and Mt. Unzen Fugen’s volcanic eruption. 

The trainees showed great interest in Japanese disaster management systems and efforts at 

disaster risk reduction and were keen to learn from every lecture and exercise offered during 

this training course. It is hoped that the participants will make good use of the knowledge and 

methods they learned during this training course to help strengthen the disaster management 

systems in their home countries.  

Fig. 4-2-2-1 town watching Fig. 4-2-2-2 unmanned construction system of 
Mt. Unzen Fugen’s area 
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4-2-3. JICA Training Course: “Raising Awareness of Disaster
Reduction” 

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) conducted a training course for disaster 

management personnel of administrative and research institute in the developing country for 

purpose of raising awareness of disaster reduction in their country as the following. 

The training was designed to develop an action plan and to implement it for raising 

awareness of disaster reduction among the citizens of those countries. 

The ultimate goal is to ensure that the general public will be able to acquire the knowledge 

needed for disaster reduction, conduct preparedness and emergency response activities, and 

minimize damage during a disaster. 

(1) Raising Awareness of Disaster Reduction (A)

This training was conducted for 10 disaster management officials from Vietnam by

Vietnamese language from 24 June to 25 July 2014.

Trainees attended lectures and visited central and municipal government agencies, disaster 

management bases, educational institutions, a meteorological organization, a broadcasting 

company, and NPOs in order to enhance their understanding of Japan's disaster management 

system and techniques. 

Especially, they had a chance to visit a 

“rice field dam” which serves to control 

outflows of water from rice fields using a 

board. This was introduced as a good 

example of how an immediate effect can be 

achieved even on a limited budget, which is 

important for Vietnam, where floods cause 

major natural disasters. 

The trainees were excited to utilize what 

they learned in Japan to contribute to efforts 

aimed at promoting disaster risk reduction in 

their own country in the final presentation of their action plan. 

(2) Raising Awareness of Disaster Reduction (B)

This training was conducted for 12 disaster reduction personnel from the following 6

countries, Brazil, Chile, Honduras, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Philippines and Samoa by

English from 6 January to 6 February 2015.

Trainees attended lectures and visited central and municipal government agencies, disaster 

management bases, educational institutions, a meteorological organization, a broadcasting 

company, and NPOs in order to enhance their understanding of Japan's disaster management 

system and techniques. 

Fig. 4-2-3-1 rice field dam 
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Particularly, they were impressed with the quick and exact primary information sharing 

under the collaboration between the Meteorological Agency, NHK(Japan Broadcasting 

Association), Newspaper Company and Mobile Internet Company, regarding early warning 

system. 

The trainees were very interested in the efforts of disaster reduction in Japan and eagerly 

participated every lecture and observation and finally made presentation of action plan for own 

country. 
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4-3. Implementation of Short-term Training

ADRC has been conducting a short-term training for the disaster risk reduction. Target 

people of the training are mainly government officials and students overseas. The contents of 

the training are focused on the current state of disaster in Asia, the activities of the ADRC, and 

the disaster prevention measures in Japan etc. The training activity is a good opportunity to 

deepen their understanding of the efforts and awareness about the significance of disaster 

prevention activities, to improve the disaster prevention capability in Asian countries. In 2014, 

there were many kinds of visitors who belong for high school, university, private sector, etc. 

ADRC had a chance to show research activity regarding typhoon Haiyan in Philippine. The 

following table is the list of visitors from abroad who attended lectures in FY 2014. 

Table 4-3-1  Short-term Training in FY 2014 

 Date Affiliation Number Country 

1 
15 April 

2014 
Building Research Institute 5 Indonesia, Myanmar, Peru 

2 
25 April Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

Communications 
4 Japan 

3 
26 May Kansai Economic Federation 

(Kankeiren) 
4 Japan 

4 
27 June 

JICA Training 15 
Philippine, Thailand, Myanmar, Chile, Senegal, 

PNG, Brazil, Sudan, Kenya, El Salvador 

5 1 July JICA Training 15 ditto 

6 29 Aug. Crown Agents 3 Japan 

7 15 Oct. Chuo University 3 Japan 

8 
9 Dec. 

2014 
JICA Training 23 

Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Laos, 

Myanmar, Philippine, Thailand, Vietnam 

9 
11 Dec. 

2014 
Tokyo Institute of Technology 4 Japan, Indonesia

10 
17 Dec. 

2014 
Takarazuka Nishi High School 40 Japan 

Total 116
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4-4. Promotion of Disaster Education in Schools in
ASEAN 

ADRC has been training the teachers and developing disaster education materials including 

student’s textbook and teacher’s manual for better disaster education in schools. It aims to 

promote disaster education through the training of school teachers in elementary and junior 

high schools. 

In Thailand, ADRC and the Primary Educational Service Area Office of Lampang Province 

of the Ministry of Education of Thailand conducted the seminar on disaster education on 21 

February 2015.  

70 elementary and junior high school teachers and the educational area officers attended the 

seminar from all over Lampang Province. 

It includes the lecture on "Disaster Management in Schools" from Mr. Sombat 

Suthipornmaneewat, Director of Primary Educational Area Service Office Lampang, focusing 

on importance of activities of prevention, mitigation and preparedness by raising awareness and 

increasing capacities of teachers and schools to reduce their vulnerabilities and risks. 

Also, Dr. Smith Thamasarot, Chairman of Natural Warning Foundation gave his lecture on 

"Natural disasters and the trend of natural disasters in Thailand". He demonstrated the earth 

history, processes of construction and destruction, and the top five most frequent of natural 

disasters in Thailand such as Earthquake and Tsunami, Windstorms, Landslides, Flood and 

Droughts. He also presented some worst case scenarios of natural disasters in Thailand and 

some areas which are highly prone to both seismic and the effects of climate change in recent 

year. 

The participants from all Lampang Province realized the importance of Disaster Education, 

and they recommended various activities in school curriculum. Many of the teachers indicated a 

desire to expand their knowledge of natural disasters and to have more training opportunities in 

the future. 

 Fig. 4-4-1-1 Seminar on Disaster Education (Thailand) Fig. 4-4-1-2 Seminar on Disaster Education (Thailand) 
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5. Promoting Cooperation with Member
Countries, International Organizations and
NGOs

5-1. Urban Search and Rescue Training in Singapore

Asia is the most disaster-prone region in the world. The natural disasters that have occurred 

here in recent years have been the most severe, prolonged and widespread ever experienced in 

the region. Moreover, the regional vulnerability tends to increase due to the rapid urbanization, 

the insufficient speed in building an infrastructure capable of coping with urbanization, the 

coupling of independent risk sources (interaction of natural hazards with chemical, 

technological, lifestyle, and social risks), and the insufficient management capacity. 

The Singaporean government holds an annual training course for search and rescue officers, 

and over the past nine years, the course has included trainees from outside Singapore. Training 

is provided on the search-and-rescue expertise required in urban disaster situations. The training 

facility complex of the Civil Defence Academy (CDA) of the Singapore Civil Defence Force 

(SCDF) is one of the most advanced facilities in Asia. In an effort to utilize their expertise and 

facilities, ADRC has been inviting fire fighters and rescuers from member countries to 

participate in this training course since 2001. 

Following table is list of participants in past. The number of participants has reached 52 in total. 

Table 5-3-1 List of Participants 

Year Countries of past participants 
Number of 

participants 

2003 Cambodia, Malaysia(2), Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand(2), Philippines(2) 9 

2004 Armenia, China, Nepal, Philippines 4 

2005 Korea, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Russia 4 

2006 Laos, Malaysia(2), Pakistan, Philippines(2), Papua New Guinea, Vietnam 8 

2007 Bangladesh, Korea, Nepal, Philippines 4 

2008 Bhutan, Thailand, Kazakhstan, Mongolia 4 

2009 Armenia, Sri Lanka 2 

2010 Bhutan, Mongolia, Maldives 3 

2011 Bangladesh, Russia 2

2012 Thailand, Mongolia 2

2013(2014) Maldives, Bhutan 2

Total 52
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5-2. Capacity Building in Member Countries

5-2-1. ADRC Cooperative Project and Peer Review for
Promoting the Implementation of the Hyogo 
Framework for Action 

The Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and 

Communities to Disasters (HFA) calls on regional organizations to contribute to periodic 

reviews on progress and to assist countries, as requested, in the preparation of periodic national 

summaries of their progress. 

The year of 2014 is almost at the end of the implementation of HFA. The Mid-Term Review 

of the progress of implementation of the HFA, which was compiled by the UNISDR, 

highlighted that the significant progress had been made over the past five years in disaster risk 

reduction.  

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) Cooperative Project for Promoting 

Implementation of HFA was conducted for providing support to the governments of the ADRC 

member countries to help them strengthen their commitment, expand resources and make 

further progress towards the expected goals of the HFA, and eventually build safer and more 

resilient communities in Asia. 

ADRC called for the project proposals from the member countries, and the proposals from 

Armenia and Bhutan were selected after careful screening. 

The project included the Peer Review in the process of the implementation of the proposed 

activities for making the project more effective. 

(1) Improving the Earthquake Safety of Nursing Homes and
Orphanages in the Northern Region of Armenia

1) Context and Project Purpose

The devastating Spitak Earthquake in Armenia (1988, approx. 25,000 casualties) and the

Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami (2011, approx. 20,000 casualties) affected entire

populations. However, not all generation are equally badly affected. The victims include a

very high large number of children (approximately. 25% of death toll in Armenia) and elderly

people (approximately 65% of death toll in Japan). They have little opportunity to become

involved in decision-making about disaster risk management measures and also their low

level of participation within society can result in their needs being overlooked in this field.

In this context, a project of capacity building of seismic safety for the residents and staffs 

of nursing homes and orphanages was implemented. 

2) Period of the Project

1 August 2014 to 28 February 2015

3) Target Area of the Project

Spitak, Gyumri and Vanadzor cities, the Northern Region of Republic of Armenia
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4) Outline of the Project Activities

To achieve the above-mentioned objectives, the following activities were conducted, (1)

Studying an international experience in seismic protection behavior rules’ education and

training for inclusive groups of population like nursing homes and orphanages, (2)

Developing and distributing educational information materials for the residents and staffs of

nursing homes and orphanages, (3) Conducting a workshop for the stakeholder of the project

on disaster risk reduction, collaborated with the experts dispatched by ADRC, (4)

Implementing a disaster prevention education, training, and drills at nursing homes and

orphanages.

(2) Integrating Cultural Heritage and Disaster Risk Reduction /
Disaster Preparedness and Sensitization Training program on
Dzong (Fortress) Safety at Dagana, Bhutan

1) Context and Project Purpose

The preservation of cultural heritage is one of the key elements of Gross National

Happiness, Bhutan’s development philosophy.

However, being in a high risk seismic zone, Bhutan’s cultural heritage sites have always 

been vulnerable to earthquakes. In the 2009, 6.1 M earthquake in eastern Bhutan, many 

important cultural heritage sites were damaged. Other hazards like fires, flashfloods and 

windstorms have also destroyed many cultural heritage sites. The most recent devastating 

national disaster is the destruction by fire of Wangdue phodrang Dzong, one the oldest 

Dzongs in the country on 24th June 2012, which was built in 1638.  

In this context, through this project, it is aimed at enhancing and strengthening disaster 

preparedness and response capacities at the Dagana Dzong Monastic Institutions in particular 

and District Administration in large. 

2) Period of the Project

1 October 2014 to 28 February 2015

Fig. 5-2-1-1 Workshop in Gyumri City 
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3) Target Area of the Project

Dagana Dzong, the Southwestern Part of Kingdom of Bhutan

4) Outline of the Project Activities

To achieve the above-mentioned challenge, the following activities were conducted.

① 1 Day Pre-Training vulnerability Assessment of the Dzong and 4 days actual

training

- Overview of Disaster Management in the Country

- Assessment of the preparedness and response capacities

- Hands on training on using the fire safety equipment

② Developing DM and Evacuation Plan

③ Fire Drills - testing the draft evacuation plan of the pilot monastic institution

(3) Peer Review
ADRC has launched "ADRC Peer Review" since 2009 for further supporting the efforts for

the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) in member countries, through 

promoting information sharing and strengthening the relations among member countries. 

Peer Reviews are generally evaluation and review of certain subjects by other professional 

and experts in the same field in order to appropriately maintain or enhance them from highly 

technical point of view. In the context of this project, it means that experts from the outside of 

the target country review and assess disaster risk reduction related measures and policies of 

member countries for further promoting disaster risk reduction. 

The aims of Peer Review inlcudes, (1) Contribution to the implementation of the HFA in the 

ADRC member countries, (2) Information sharing and exchange of ideas among the ADRC 

member countries, (3) Disaster risk reduction capacity development of the ADRC member 

countries 

The Peer Review 2014 was conducted in Armenia and Bhutan. The outline of the Peer 

Fig. 5-2-1-2 Training at Dagana Dzong 
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Review activities is as follows: 

1) Outline of Peer Review in Armenia

A theme for Review is “Activity of the Disaster Risk Reduction on nursing homes and

orphanages in Armenia”.

The review was conducted based on country reports submitted by target country, as well as 

on-site interview survey. The reviewer teams identified strengthens and weaknesses of the 

target countries and then developed recommendations for further promoting disaster risk 

reduction in the target country. 

< Reviewer Team> 

‐ Professor, Kazuyoshi Ohnishi, Associate Professor, Graduate School of 

Engineering, Kobe University, Japan (Team Leader) 

‐ Professor, Linsheng Gu, Professor and Executive Director, Institute for Disaster 

Management and Reconstruction (IDMR), Sichuan University - Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University, China 

‐ Mr. Junji Moriwaki, Researcher, ADRC 

<Accompanied Counterpart (Ministry of Emergency Situations (MES), 

Republic of Armenia) > 

Dr. Hrachya Petrosyan, Head, National Survey for Seismic Protection (SSP) Agency 

<Schedule of the review> 

October 2014 (The interview and field survey was conducted on 13 to 16 October) 

Fig. 5-2-1-3  Workshop by Reviewers Fig. 5-2-1-4  Visit to the orphanage in Spitak city 

45

5. Promoting Cooperation with Member Countries, International Organizations and NGOs



The reviewer team visited and conducted an interview survey to the organizations by the 

above schedule. Also, the team shared the case of Japan and China on the workshop. Based 

on the country report submitted from MES and the result of the interview, and also the 

on-site survey, the team discussed about achievements of the project for compiling a review 

report. 

The suggestions of the final report are as follows: 

<Summary of the suggestions>  

・Evacuation drill with community is necessary.

・Daily collaboration efforts with government is necessary for backup function in emergency.

・Disabilities require special needs in emergency, so disaster supply or store should be

customized for them such as medicine, foods and so on.

・Digging a well is desirable to maintain daily life without water supply after earthquake.

・Risk assessment of building vulnerability is one of the important precondition for better

action choice after earthquake.

・History on Armenia Building code should be reviewed compared with advanced countries

such as Japan.

2) Outline of Peer Review in Bhutan

The theme for Review is Activity of the Disaster Risk Reduction on Dzong (Fortress)

and relevant organizations in Bhutan.

The review was conducted based on country reports submitted by target country, as well as 

on-site interview survey. The reviewer teams identified strength and weaknesses of the target 

countries and then developed recommendations for further promoting disaster risk reduction 

in the target country. 

< Reviewer Team> 

‐ Ms. Yuko Nakagawa, Executive Director, NPO SEEDS Asia, Japan (Team Leader) 

‐ Mr. Junji Moriwaki, Researcher, ADRC 

<Accompanied Counterpart (Department of Disaster Management (DDM), Kingdom 

of Bhutan)> 

Mr. Yeshey Lotay, Dy. Executive Engineer, Recovery and Reconstruction Division, 

DDM 

<Schedule of the review> 

December 2014 (The interview and field survey was conducted on 15 to 19 December) 
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The reviewer team visited and conducted interview survey to the relevant organizations. 

Also, the team observed Dozong and school. Based on the country report submitted from 

DDM and the result of the interview and on site survery, the team discussed for compiling 

a draft review report with all findings and recommendations. The summary of findings was 

introduced in the evaluation meeting, and the final review report was compiled among 

review team members after returning from Bhutan. 

The suggestions of the final report are as follows: 

<Summary of the suggestions> 

・Continuous drills on fire safety in Dzong would be recommended.

Disasters can occur at night time also. Drills should be planned considering various

situations. Also, drills should be done involving all relevant stakeholders.

・Considering Dzongs are sightseeing spots for tourists, disaster management plans of both

district administration and monastery should have plans how to evacuate tourists as well.

・DRR training should incorporate multi hazards risks not only fires.

・During annual gathering of monastery of all districts, DRR issues should also added to its

agenda to let the monasteries share the issues.

・DRR awareness raising campaign at the time of local festival could be sought for wider

dissemination of the importance of DRR.

・Collaboration with local media for awareness campaign on DRR can also be considered as

it reaches to wide range of people.

・Important data should be stored by electronic media in several places as risk management

measures in in administrative office of Dzong.

Fig. 5-2-1-5  Workshop at Dagana Dzong Fig. 5-2-1-6  Interview at Punaka Dzong 
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5-2-2. Technical Cooperation Project in Indonesia

5-2-2-1. Background of the Project

Indonesia is a disaster prone country which is frequently affected by various types of

natural disasters, such as earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and Tsunamis. Examples of such

disasters and the damage in recent years include: the Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami in

December 2004 and the Java earthquake in May 2006. These disasters have raised awareness

of  disaster management. The government of Indonesia, upon these occasions, enacted Law

No. 24 on Disaster Management in 2007, and strengthened the disaster management systems

of the country through establishing the BNPB (National Agency for Disaster Management).

However, BNPB, which has only a short history, does not have an adequate organization 

structure, budget, skills, knowhow or staff, and it is difficult for BNPB to give directions or 

sufficiently support the local governments in establishing BPBD (the Regional Agency for 

Disaster Management) or in formulating the Regional Disaster Management Plans. In 

addition, although each local government established its own BPBD primarily responsible for 

disaster risk reduction as a permanent organizaion, it seems difficult for many of local 

BPBDs to perform their duty effectively due to lack of knowledge and experience on disaster 

management. 

Against this background, the JICA Technical Cooperation Project “the Project for 

Enhancement of the Disaster Management Capacity of BNPB and BPBD” was initiated with 

a goal of enhancing disaster management capacity of BNPB, provincial BPBDs in North 

Sulawesi and West Nusa Tenggara provinces, and regency/municipality BPBDs in both 

provinces for reducing damage from disasters in Indonesia.  

ADRC with the Oriental Consultants Global Co., Ltd, a partner agency was commissioned 

the Project and started the project activities based on the proposal from November 2011. 
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5-2-2-2. Outline of the Project

The outline of the project is as shown in the below table. 

【Project Period】 November 2011 – December 2015 (4 years) 

【Project Purpose】 Enhancement of the disaster management capacities of BNPB, the 

provincial BPBDs, and the regency/municipality BPBDs in the pilot area 

【Project Target 

Areas】 

1. Jakarta (BNPB), 2. provincial BPBD of North Sulawesi province and

regency/municipality BPBDs within it, 3. provincial BPBD of West

Nusa Tenggara province and those of its regencies/municipalities.

【Expected Outputs】 [Output 1]: Improvement of the capacity for the regency/municipality 

BPBDs to accumulate disaster data/information that is fundamental for 

disaster risk management and improvement of the accuracy of such 

data/information. 

[Output 2]: Creation of Hazard and Risk Maps at the 

regency/municipality level in the pilot area. 

[Output 3]: Formulation of Regional Disaster Management Plans for 

regency/municipalities in the pilot area. 

[Output 4]: Disaster Management Drills are to be conducted in the pilot 

provinces as well as in regencies/municipalities in the pilot provinces 

Two experts of ADRC joined the activities on “Disaster Information System” for Output 1 

and “Community Based Disaster Risk Management” for Output 4. In the fiscal year 2014, the 

activities for the first pilot province, North Sulawesi province, were finalized in April 2014. 

(The activities of the Output 1 were only for the first pilot province and completed.) Those 

for the second pilot province (for Output 4) , the CBDRMactivities for the Tsunami risk 

reduction were conducted, based on which the draft village disaster management plan 

(including of community DRR map and early warning system) was formulated by March 

2015. 

Presentation on Output 1 in the Final 
Workshop in North Sulawesi 

Community Workshop for Output 4 in 
West Nusa Tenggara 

(Source: JICA Project for Enhancement of the Disaster Management Capacity of 
BNPB and BPBD) 
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5-2-3 Technical Cooperation Project in the Philippines

5-2-3-1. Background of the Project

The Republic of the Philippines has made substantial efforts for strengthening disaster risk

management including of the development of Strategic National Action Plan for Disaster

Risk Reduction (2009-2019) after the adoption of Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015

in the WCDR held on January 2005.

In recent years, the Philippine Government has been shifting the approach to disaster risk 

management from “Post Disaster Response” to “Proactive Disaster Management,” which 

focuses on mitigation and preparedness. The “Philippine Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Act of 2010 (RA No. 10121)” was enacted in May 2010, creating the legal 

framework to implement a new approach to disaster management called Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management (DRRM). Under the DRRM Act, the NDCC (National Disaster 

Coordinating Council), the highest decision-making body related to disaster management on 

the national level, was reorganized as the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

Council (NDRRMC) and the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) was appointed as the secretariat 

of the council and the central and leading organization for DRRM activities. 

In order to implement the DRRM activities under the new approach, the needs for 

preparing  various plans as well as strengthening the capabilities of related organizations 

were rapidly increasing. The OCD was also facing challenges in organizational and human 

resource capabilities enhancement.  

Against this background, the JICA Technical Cooperation Project “The Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management Capacity Enhancement Project” was formulated with a goal of 

strengthening capacity on DRRM of OCD. ADRC participated in the project as a support 

organization and provided technical cooperation activities based on the proposal from March 

2012. 
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5-2-3-2. Outline of the Project
The outline of the project is as shown in the below table. 

【Project Period】 March 2012 – February 2015 (3 years) 

【Project Purpose】 Capacity on DRRM of OCD is strengthened 

【Project Target 

Areas】 

Metropolitan Manila (National Government) and some pilot areas (2-3 

areas) 

【Expected Outputs】 [Output 1]: Planning and implementing capacity of OCD on DRRM is 

strengthened. 

[Output 2]: DRRM activities including information management are 

standardized. 

[Output 3]: DRRM education and training system and capacity is 

strengthened. 

[Output 4]: Support system to Community Based Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Management (CBDRRM) is strengthened. 

ADRC dispatched the expert on “Human Resource Development and Planning” for Output 

3 for the Project. 

As of February 2015, Establishment of the "National DRRM Education and Training Plan" 

had been discussed and the activities for formulation of the DRRM training modules for local 

government officers, national government offices, and private sectors as priority training 

programs had been conducted.  Further the Civil Defense Education and Training Program 

was formulated for the OCD staff members. The final report of the project was compiled in 

February 2014 with the proposals for the further improvement of the DRR capacities of the 

OCD, and all the project activities were completed. 

National DRRM 
Education and 
Training Program 

(Source: JICA Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Capacity Enhancement 
Project in the Philippines) 

DRRM Training Course for LCEs, 
LDRRMCs, 
PSEs, Private Sector 

Civil Defense 
Education & Training 
Program on DRR 

Fig. 5-2-3-1 Outcomes of the Output 3 of the Project 
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5-2-4 Research on Tsunami Disaster Awareness Among Residents
of Indonesia 

In recent years, large-scale earthquakes and tsunamis occurred in Indonesia and Japan. 

These countries share similar geographic conditions and very high disaster risks. To reduce 

disaster risks, it is important to study the level of disaster awareness among residents, in 

particular their awareness of earthquakes and tsunamis. For this research project, two target 

areas in Indonesia were selected. One was Sukabumi, where it is predicted that a large-scale 

disaster will occur in near future. The other was Banda Aceh, where the Sumatra Earthquake 

occurred in December 2004.  

In the Sukabumi district, a 100-item questionnaire survey was conducted around the center 

of the city of Pelabuhanratu. It showed that local residents have only a limited level of 

disaster awareness because of their limited past experiences with tsunamis. Also, only a few 

tsunami disaster drills had been conducted in the recent past. The results suggest that more 

active disaster awareness programs and activities are needed in this area.  

The 100-item questionnaire survey was also conducted in Banda Aceh. Four tsunami 

evacuation buildings were constructed and many evacuation drills had been conducted since 

the tsunami that struck this region. However, budgets for disaster management efforts had 

been gradually decreasing. Funding for human resources and disaster management programs 

at research institutions are also weakening. Better approaches to DRR should be developed 

so as to maintain the disaster awareness of residents.  

There is a disparity between Sukabumi and Banda Aceh in terms of their level of disaster 

awareness and activities as a result of their past real-life experiences. However continued 

disaster management activities, as well as reminders of the importance of such activities, are 

needed in both areas. 

 (Note: This project is part of the Hyogo Earthquake Memorial 21st Century Research 

Institute.) 
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5-3. Promoting Cooperation with Member Countries,
International Organizations and NGOs 

The Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC) places high priority on the development of 

institutional and personal network to share disaster information in the Asia region. Developing 

personal networks between professionals and their counterparts in member countries, adviser 

countries, and observer organizations is vital to promoting cooperation on disaster reduction 

efforts in Asia. Therefore, the ADRC invites management level officials, including deputy 

directors, directors, and managers, to its annual ADRC International Meeting to encourage 

interpersonal exchanges.  

(1) 6th Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction

The ADRC participated in the 6th Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk

Reduction (6th AMCDRR) held in Bangkok, Thailand from 22 to 26 June 2014. The 

conference participants included more than 3,000 delegates, ministers, and top government 

officials, as well as UN agencies, international organizations, and NGOs. The objectives of 

this conference were to generate stronger political commitment for and investments in 

disaster risk management among the nations of Asia, and to stimulate discussions around the 

formulation of a post-2015 framework for DRR in preparation for the upcoming 3rd 

WCDRR to be held in Sendai, Japan. ADRC also helped arrange several side events and 

facilitated a pre-conference meeting as follows. 

1) Side Event: Introduction and Demonstration of the DRR Education Tools and Efforts

for Getting Wider Participation of Communities

ADRC conducted a side event entitled "Introduction and Demonstration of the DRR 

Education Tools and Efforts for Getting Wider Participation of Communities" on 23 June 

2014 during the 6th AMCDRR. The session aimed to introduce good practices in CBDRM, 

highlighting disaster education tools that have been promoted by local NGOs and local 

governments since the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. It also focused on efforts to 

raise DRR awareness and training programs for local government officials based on 

lessons learned from that earthquake. The side event was also intended to facilitate 

discussions around how to localize such tools and efforts in other countries, and it 

highlighted some successful localization activities from Asia and other parts of the world.  

After the introduction by ADRC, Mr. Masahiko Murata from the Disaster Reduction and 

Human Renovation Institution (DRI), Mr. Nobuhito Ohtsu of the Kobe City Fire Bureau, 

and Dr. Ikaputra of Gadjah Mada University introduced their DRR efforts, all of which are 

based on lessons learned from the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. First, Mr. Murata of 

DRI gave a presentation entitled "Hyogo Prefecture’s Effort for Capacity Development of 

Local Government Officials and Raising Awareness of the Public”" in which he introduced 

the training programs targeting mayors, local government officials, and local residents, as 
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well as efforts to raise public awareness. Mr. Ohtsu of Kobe City next explained 

"BOKOMI," a community-based disaster risk management organization that has been 

promoted by Kobe City since the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. He emphasized the 

importance of self-self and mutual-help, in addition to public help. 

After these two presentations, Dr. Ikaputra of Gadjah Mada University described an 

example of how disaster education tools have been adapted to Yogyakarta, Indonesia. "Iza! 

Kaeru Caravan!" is a Japan-based disaster education and awareness raising program for 

children that was developed by NPO Plus Arts based in Kobe. He localized the tool and 

conducted the program in Indonesia, ensuring close coordination between Plus Arts and 

the local residents of Yogyakarta. He concluded his presentation by stressing the need for 

disaster education for children, as well as the importance of ensuring the beneficial 

application of various tools within local contexts. Lastly, Mr. David Korunic of AXA 

Group introduced an example of how CBDRM has been promoted by the private sector 

and NGOs, explaining AXA-CARE International’s joint initiative for building disaster 

resilience in local communities in Thailand and the Philippines. At the end of the session, 

all the participants confirmed that there is a need for the development of good educational 

tools for CBDRM which are based on past experience as well as local contexts. They also 

highlighted the need for the well-coordinated localization of tools, as well as the benefits 

of involving the private sector and various stakeholders in CBDRM activities. 

2) Side Event: Promotion of DRR Initiatives in Private Sector and Strengthening Public

- Private Partnership for Local Resilience Building: Towards HFA2 to be Adopted in

3rd WCDRR in Sendai

On 25 June 2014, ADRC and the APEC Emergency Preparedness Working Group 

(EPWG) co-chaired a Side Event entitled " Promotion of DRR Initiatives in Private Sector 

and Strengthening Public-Private Partnership: for Local Resilience Building: towards 

HFA2 to be Adopted in 3rd WCDRR in Sendai " Experts from ADRC, APEC EPWG, 

Sendai City, the Development Bank of Japan, JICA, and Mitsubishi Corporation Insurance 
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gave presentations on their good practices related to the these subjects. 

Dr. Wei-Sen Li from the APEC EPWG gave a presentation on surveys on BCP status, 

BCP Guidelines for SMEs, and relevant training activities in the APEC region. Sendai City 

Vice Mayor, Mr. Yukimoto Ito introduced projects involving collaboration with the private 

sector, civil society organizations, and communities such as disaster-resilient town 

planning and the formation of agreements with the private sector regarding logistics and 

evacuation in times of disaster. Sendai City was recognized as a Role Model in the 

2010-2015 World Disaster Campaign "Making Cities Resilient" and will host the 3rd UN 

World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015. Mr. Tadao Hasue, Deputy 

General Manager, and Ms. Kumi Onuma, Associate, Tohoku Branch, Development Bank 

of Japan gave a presentation on their region-wide plans and activities targeting the Tohoku 

Region including the establishment of the Tohoku Alliance, a Tohoku‐based platform for 

a flexible alliance among diverse entities in Japan and abroad for knowledge and 

information sharing. JICA Senior Advisor Dr. Hitoshi Baba introduced JICA’s new 

concepts of "Area BCP" and "Area BCM," which refer to a scalable cross-sector 

coordination framework for disaster management for business continuity. He also outlined 

how these are being applied in a pilot project in industrial clusters in the ASEAN region. 

Mr. Takahiro Ono of Mitsubishi Corporation Insurance then commented on the importance 

of improving disaster resilience of both private sector enterprises and local governments, 

and on strengthening community-wide networks to ensure that the best actions are taken. 

Finally, ADRC Executive Director Mr. Kiyoshi Natori summarized the discussions to 

conclude the event. 

3) Pre-Conference: Satellite Data and Information to Supplement Regional and

National DRR Systems and to Assist Local Communities at Risk

On 22 June 2014, JAXA and ADRC cooperated in organizing a pre-conference entitled 

"Satellite Data and Information to Supplement Regional and National DRR Systems and to 

Assist Local Communities at Risk." The purpose of this event was to share information on 

how satellite data and information are being used for DRR, to investigate user needs, and 

Fig. 5-3-1-2   Participants of the Side Event 
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to promote the expansion of cooperative structures among operators, governments, and 

communities with regard to the collection and use of satellite data. This pre-conference 

was divided into two sessions. 

The first session was on "Progress and Issues with Existing Regional and National 

(Coordination and Management) Initiatives and Related Access Mechanisms." Dr. Lal 

Samarakoon from AIT showed outcomes of the space technology session at ACDR 2014 

which was held in Tokyo in March. Dr. Shirish Ravan from UNOOSA also reported on the 

outcomes of the ASEAN workshop, given its position as a UN-SPIDER activity. ADRC 

reported on regional DRR requirements and activities. Mr. Pierre-Henri Pisani from the 

Embassy of France in Japan explained the latest efforts in the development of an 

international charter to promote the use of space technologies worldwide. Dr. Sanjay 

Kumar Srivastava from UNESCAP mentioned harnessing regional cooperation for 

enhancing national capacity for disaster risk management. And representing JAXA, Mr. 

Chu Ishida introduced the Sentinel Asia evolution and space agencies' recommendations 

for HFA2. He also announced that a new satellite, the ALOS2 was launched in May 2014. 

The second session was on "Working with Communities at Risk: Initiatives and Projects 

Devoted to the Use of Earth Observations for the Benefit of Local Communities." Good 

practices in the use of space technologies in DRR were reported on by Tajikistan, China, 

Bangladesh, and the Philippines. Professor Shunichi Koshimura from Tohoku University 

gave a presentation on the analysis and use of satellite images during the Great East Japan 

Tsunami. Mr. Hiroshi Une from the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan introduced 

some of the basic data developed by that organization and proposed ways that it might be 

developed for the DRR field. Professor Ryosuke Shibasaki from the University of Tokyo 

explained the use of big data and space technology for DRR.  

This pre-conference was tied to the morning pre-conference which was organized by 

UN-SPIDER. Both organizers put together a proposal on the importance of investing in the 

systematic generation of products based on space-based and geospatial information. 

Fig. 5-3-1-3   Participants of the Pre-conference 
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4) Side Event: Investing in Recovery for Resilience: Articulating Recovery in HFA2

The 6AMCDRR is a biennial conference held in Asia to ensure the commitment of

policymakers   and stakeholders toward disaster risk reduction. At this year's event, held

on 24 June in Bangkok, Thailand, the International Recovery Platform (IRP) organized a

side event entitled “Investing in Recovery for Resilience: Articulating Recovery in HFA2.”

Opening remarks were given by Mr. Kaoru Saito, Director of the Cabinet Office of 

Japan, who described how the government of Japan has been making continuous efforts to 

revitalize the Tohoku region since the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. Mr. Saito also 

discussed Japan’s contributions to and preparations for the 3rd World Conference on 

Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR) and HFA2. 

This side event featured panelists from diverse backgrounds, including Atty. Violeta 

Seva of Makati City (Philippines), Prof. Santosh Kumar of the SAARC Disaster 

Management Center (SDMC), Mr. Tadao Hasue and Ms. Kumi Onuma of the 

Development Bank of Japan (DBJ), and Ms. Ana Cristina Thorlund of the International 

Recovery Platform (IRP). The moderator Mr. Saber Hossain Chowdhury, Member of 

Parliament in Bangladesh, posed a broad question: "What will be the critical 

recommendations for adequately articulating recovery in HFA2?" In response, Mr. Hasue 

shared his insights by referring to DBJ’s new initiative, the “Tohoku Alliance on Recovery,” 

which has been widely recognized among stakeholders in Japan and beyond. 

Based on all the input from the speakers and the audience, the side event participants 

came up with the following key recommendations: 

- Institutionalize recovery functions in national and local governance systems

- Ensure financial predictability for recovery programs and activities

- Strengthen coordination of recovery actors and consider the trans-boundary nature of

recovery

- Recognize human security as an essential foundation for effective recovery

- Develop concrete and measurable indicators to monitor progress toward and the

achievement of recovery goals

In view of these recommendations, it was suggested that in the future, IRP might 

consider acting as a global mechanism for cooperation in areas where recovery is taking 

place. Its tasks may include providing technical support on recovery for subnational 

governments, contributing to the achievement of sustainable development goals (SDGs), 

offering technical support on recovery from large-scale disasters, and ensuring seamless 

integration of recovery in development plans. 

Three key conclusions were reached at the end of the session. (1) Recovery should be 

adequately articulated in HFA2 so that governments can have general guidance in 

implementing recovery programs. (2) Recovery (seen as an opportunity to “Build Back 

Better”) must also be aligned with sustainable development goals. (3) Recovery requires 

further advocacy at the policy and legislative levels to outline clear measures for 

monitoring progress and to clearly identify the roles of government departments and 
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agencies in implementing recovery programs. 

In closing, Mr. Kiyoshi Natori, Executive Director of the ADRC noted that ADRC/IRP 

is getting ready for the 3rd WCDRR which will provide substantial input for the 

development of HFA2. He successfully closed the event, which was attended by 65 

participants. 

5) Final Plenary Session and the "Bangkok Declaration"

At the plenary session held on the final day of the conference, participants adopted the

"Bangkok Declaration" to conclude the event. Its policy recommendations to nations and

stakeholders are as follows: (1) Enhance resilience at local levels, (2) Improve public

investment in disaster and climate risk management to protect and sustain development

gains, (3) Promote public and private partnerships for DRR, (4) Promote science and

technology, (5) Enhance governance, transparency, and accountability, (6) Contribute to

the global deliberation on the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the

development of an Asia-Pacific Regional HFA2 Implementation Plan, (7) Ensure that the

Post-2015 Framework for DDR is consistent with sustainable development goals and

climate change efforts.

(2) 7th ECO International Conference on Disaster Risk Management

The ADRC participated in the 7th Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)

International Conference on Disaster Risk Management held in Gabala, Azerbaijan on 4-5

June 2014. This conference was organized by the Ministry of Emergency Situations of

Azerbaijan in cooperation with the ECO Secretariat. It provided an opportunity for delegates

of ECO member states as well as experts from UN agencies, international organizations, and

academic and scientific institutions to discuss and share experiences on disaster risk

reduction to promote better cooperation in the ECO region. The ECO member states that are

also ADRC member countries are Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic,

Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

Following presentations and speeches by the heads of the various delegations, 
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organizations including UNOCHA, UNESCAP, GIZ, the Central Asian Institute for Applied 

Geosciences (CAIAG), and ADPC introduced their disaster risk reduction efforts in the 

region. ADRC gave a presentation explaining its role in Asia and highlighting the programs 

that might benefit member countries in Central Asia and Caucasus, namely, the Visiting 

Researcher Program, the JICA training for Central Asia and Caucasus, and the Peer Review 

Project. 

At the end of the conference, the participants agreed that an integrated approach 

combining policy, operational, and scientific elements would facilitate more effective and 

efficient disaster risk management in the region. ADRC believes that this is crucial not only 

in this region, but also in other parts of Asia. 

(3) ASEM Manila Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management “Post-Haiyan -A Way Forward” in the Philippines

The ASEM Manila Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

"Post-Haiyan/Yolanda - A Way Forward" was hosted by the Philippines and co-hosted by 

Japan, the European Union (EU), and Switzerland in Manila on 4-6 June 2014. In support of 

the conference, ADRC sent one representative from the IRP secretariat to attend. The seminar 

attracted more than 280 participants including government officials from ADRC member 

countries, experts from across the Philippines, and delegates from EU countries. 

Mr. Shingo Kouchi, ADRC Senior Expert and IRP Senior Recovery Expert gave a 

presentation for the Working Group entitled “Role of Stakeholders –National and Local 

Governments, NGOs, the Local Community, Media, and the Private Sector (Strengthening 

the Role of the State and other DRRM Stakeholders in Disaster Response and 

Coordination).” 

In it, he applauded the government of the Philippines as well as the citizenry on their 

ability to promote multi-stakeholder approaches to effective disaster mitigation and 

Fig. 5-3-2-1   Participants of the Conference 
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prevention, as well as reconstruction and recovery. Mr. Kouchi also noted that ADRC and 

IRP have long been working closely with many stakeholders in the Philippines. When 

promoting reconstruction and recovery countermeasures after large-scale disasters like the 

2014 super typhoon “Yolanda” and 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, 

ADRC/IRP has put particular emphasis on the concept of “building back better than before.” 

The ADRC, together with the IRP, will continue striving toward the realization of 

disaster-resilient societies and communities across Asia by sharing Japanese technologies, 

experiences, and lessons learned from the past. 

(4) APEC Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum
(8th SDMOF)

The 8th Senior Disaster Management Officials Forum (SDMOF), was held on August

11-12, 2014, Beijing, China. Representatives and experts from APEC economies and

international agencies gathered for this forum (APEC-funded project led by China) under the

theme: 'Science and technology strengthening disaster risk reduction'. Mr. Natori from ADRC

participated for an emergency preparedness working group (EPWG) as co-chairmanship.

Participants shared experiences and best practices under following topics: 1) Innovative 

role of science and technology in disaster preparedness; 2) Science and technology 

strengthens efficiency in emergency response; 3) Science and technology enables 

rehabilitation for increased resiliency; and 4) International and regional cooperation on 

science and technology application for disaster risk reduction. 

(5) Second Regional Ministerial Conference of Disaster
Management Authorities in Central Asia under the “Central Asia
plus Japan” Dialogue

ADRC participated in the Second Regional Ministerial Conference of Disaster 

Management Authorities in Central Asia under the “Central Asia plus Japan” Dialogue held 
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in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic on 18-19 September 2014. This conference, organized by the 

government of Japan, the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz Republic, and 

UNDP Kyrgyzstan, aimed to discuss the possible creation of a high level forum for disaster 

management authorities involved in DRR under the “Central Asia plus Japan” Dialogue. The 

participants included representatives of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 

and Uzbekistan, as well as the Embassy of Japan in the Kyrgyz Republic, JICA, and other 

international organizations. 

During the conference, participants discussed the most urgent DRR issues facing the 

region as well as future opportunities for cooperation. ADRC presented information on the 

outcomes of DRR programs conducted in various Central Asian countries, and identified 

needs and areas for future DRR cooperation in the region. 

At the end of the two-day conference, the participants agreed to establish and regularly 

convene a forum for the heads of the disaster management authorities in Central Asia for 

discussing efforts to strengthen regional cooperation in reducing, preventing, and responding 

to disaster risks. In addition, an expert level working group of disaster management 

authorities in Central Asia will be established to support this forum. 

(6) The second World Reconstruction Conference (WRC 2)

The ADRC, in cooperation with the IRP organized a number of the technical sessions at

the second World Reconstruction Conference (WRC 2) in Washington D.C., 10-12

September 2014. Hosted by the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery

(GFDRR), a member of IRP, the conference was aimed at building consensus on resilient

recovery as an imperative for sustainable development and poverty reduction. It also

discussed innovative approaches for post-disaster recovery and reconstruction to further

inform the deliberation of Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction.

Fig. 5-3-5-1   Participants of the Conference 
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At the opening, Dr. Jim Yong Kim, President of the World Bank, emphasized the 

importance of including disaster risk reduction in building back better disaster recovery 

principles, focusing specifically on developing countries at high risk. In that regard, he 

expected the conference to deliberate on a way forward on disaster recovery, particularly in 

fragile contexts, and highlight the role of recovery in poverty reduction and shared 

prosperity.  

The three IRP/ADRC technical sessions contributed greatly in the discussions to achieve 

the objectives of the conference through the recommendations from the panelists and 

participants. In Session 1: Making Post-Disaster Recovery Efficient and Effective: Elements 

of Good Recovery for Articulation in Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the 

recommendations to aid governments in facilitating effective recovery are as follow: (1) 

having stable fund for recovery; (2) using scientific information to support policy decisions; 

and (3) collaborative efforts among all stakeholders, including the private sector.  

In Session 8: Ten Years after Tsunami: A Retrospective, the recommendations to improve 

recovery operations include the following: (1) ensuring speed and focus on recovery of 

livelihoods; (2) creating greater participation of community in recovery planning and 

implementation processes; (3) linking recovery from tsunami to long-term development; and 

(4) adopting simple measures of impacts of tsunami recovery programs.

In Session 16: Role of Private Sector in Recovery: The Case for Private Sector

Engagement in Recovery for Post-2015 Framework for DRR, emphasized that private sector 

is a key factor in recovery because they understand the context and have the expertise to 

solve problems. This session recommended that private sector can be effectively engaged 

through the following actions: (1) providing opportunity for private sector to invest in 

recovery as means of sustaining businesses; (2) promoting pre-contract agreements and 

pre-disaster recovery planning; and (3) building long-term and sustainable relationship 

between public and private sector. 

Included in the conference was the 15th Steering Committee meeting of IRP which mainly 

discussed its future role in the implementation of Post-2015 Framework for DRR as well as 

IRP’s preparations for the International Recovery Forum in January 2015 in Kobe and World 
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Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in March 2015 in Sendai. One potential future role of 

IRP is to serve as a global mechanism for coordinating recovery policies and recovery 

processes. 

Speakers at the closing plenary imparted key actions to move forward. Ms. Margareta 

Wahlstrom, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction 

UNISDR, outlined the following recommendations:  (1) bridging the segregation gap 

between climate change adaptation (CCA) and disaster risk reduction (DRR) that are 

exhibited in research initiatives and in disaster preparedness, response, and recovery 

planning; (2) reconciling response and recovery approaches for hazards and conflicts; (3) 

recognizing of the critical role of local governments and communities in DRR and recovery 

by encouraging national governments to motivate and support local responses; and (4) 

promoting collaboration among multi-stakeholders in recognition of the complexity of 

recovery process. 

Ms. Rachel Kyte, Vice President and Special Envoy for Climate Change, World Bank 

Group, indicated that: (1) resilience is all about people: the more we understand about people 

the more we understand about communities and their dynamics; (2) it’s not just about money: 

while actors need to make sure that there are finances to properly respond, governments must 

have the capacity to allocate, disperse, and protect funds; (3) initiatives and messages should 

be “practical and simple”; and (4) foster effective partnerships to reduce the burden. 

Mr. Saber Hossain Chowdhury, Member of Parliament, People’s Republic of Bangladesh, 

delivered the Conference Statement: Strengthen Resilient Recovery and Reconstruction in 

the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction aimed at advancing consensus, 

national and internationally, on the critical role of resilient recovery for sustainable 

development and poverty reduction. He ended his presentation saying, “If you fail to plan, 

you plan to fail”. 

The WRC2 will inform the next round of deliberations at the second Preparations 

Committee meeting in November in Geneva leading to the World Conference on Disaster 

Risk Reduction in March 2015 in Sendai, Japan where the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction will be adopted. 

. 

Fig. 5-3-6-2   Participants of the Conference 

63

5. Promoting Cooperation with Member Countries, International Organizations and NGOs



(7) The 2014 International Training Workshop on Natural Disaster
Reduction

ADRC had actively supported the 2014 International Training Workshop (ITW) which was 

organized by the National Science and Technology Center for Disaster Reduction (NCDR), 

27-31 October 2014 at the NCDR Training Center, Taipei, Taiwan. The workshop was aimed

at sharing experiences and lessons on post-disaster recovery, especially from countries that

experienced mega-disasters.

Along with speakers from various organizations and countries, ADRC had shared 

experiences on post-disaster recovery. In particular, ADRC Executive Director Mr. Kiyoshi 

Natori presented the "Recovery and Lessons from the Great East Japan Earthquake and 

Tsunami of 2011" highlighting the challenges on post-disaster recovery and how these 

challenges were addressed, including applying the lessons from past disasters as well as 

integrating the emerging lessons from current disasters such as considering the "wisdom of 

local community" in disaster risk reduction.  Additionally, a researcher at ADRC also shared 

some of the existing "Tools and Guidance in Building Back Better" emphasizing ADRC's 

experience in disseminating knowledge on recovery. 

ADRC's presentations had contributed in achieving one of the key objectives of the 

workshop, which is to collect, analyze, and apply trans-boundary knowledge and lessons on 

recovery. Based on the presentations from countries in Asia and the Pacific as well as Latin 

America, the elements for organizing effective recovery were identified - especially in the 

areas of infrastructure/housing reconstruction, livelihood revitalization, and psychosocial 

wellness. The sharing of knowledge and experiences was reinforced with a one-day field visit 

to the Chi‐Chi Earthquake Museum (9.21 Museum) and Nantou County, which showcased 

the recovery efforts from the 1999 earthquake and the recovery of Sacred Wood Community 

from the 2009 Typhoon Morakot, respectively. 

The 2014 ITW was an opportunity to forward collaboration and interdisciplinary 

discussions on post-disaster recovery. It explored actions that promote further investment in 

DRR and emergency preparedness through development of new technology and upgrading of 

infrastructures to make them more resilient. 
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(8) UNISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) Meeting

1) April 2014

ADRC participated in the ISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) meeting held on 22-24 April in

Amari Watergate Bangkok, Thailand. Around 170 participants attended the meeting including 

representatives from Asian countries as well as the international and inter-governmental 

organizations. ADRC, with Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) made the 

presentation titled "Outcome of the Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2014 

(ACDR2014) and Update from Sentinel Asia Project". The main contents of the meeting 

were as follows; (1) Preparation of the 6th Asia Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk 

Reduction (AMCDRR), (2) Sustaining engagement of the stakeholder groups, (3)  HFA 

monitoring and review: Consultation on proposed indicator system to monitor and review 

Post 2015 framework for DRR (HFA2). 

This meeting was held as a role of preparatory meeting of AMCDRR (Bangkok) in this 

June and World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (Sendai) in next March. This 

meeting discussed outcomes of HFA in Asia region, and inputs toward the "Post-HFA". 

2) December 2014

ADRC joined the 2nd ISDR Asia Partnership (IAP) meeting which was held on 2 - 4

December 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand. The IAP aimed at discussing the way forward from 

the 6th Asia Ministerial Conference, preparation towards the 3 WCDRR and preparing the 

Post 2015 framework adoption and implementation. Some 90 participants from national 

governments, international/regional organizations, UN organizations, CSOs, media etc 

attended the meeting. The meeting constituted of the following five sessions; (1) Reflections 

of the 6thAMCDRR, (2) HFA monitoring and updates on 3 WCDRR, (3) Post DRR 

framework implementation, (4) Delivering the UN Action Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction, 

(5) Strengthening IAP to deliver Post 2015 DRR framework.

Active discussions were made at each session and the meeting closed with the expectations

to the coming 3 WCDRR and Post 2015 DRR framework. 

(9) Asian Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction

The 2nd Asian Conference on Urban Disaster Reduction (ACUDR 2014) on the theme of

Resilience and Sustainability was organized by the Disaster Management Society of Taiwan 

(DMST) at Dapinglin Building, which houses a cluster of DRR related organizations, in New 

Taipei City, Taiwan on 20-21 November 2014. The ACUDR is a biennial event bringing 

together leading scientists, decision makers, and NGOs in the field of disaster management 

from across Asia. It was established at the annual Symposium of the DMST in 2011 with the 

consensus of the Japanese Institute of Social Safety Science (ISSS) and the Journal of Korean 

Society of Hazard Mitigation (KOSHAM). 

ADRC and Asia Air Survey Co. Ltd. gave presentations on the outcomes of “The Project 

65

5. Promoting Cooperation with Member Countries, International Organizations and NGOs



for Strengthening the Capacity of Seismic Disaster Risk Management in Ulaanbaatar (UB) 

City, Mongolia” conducted by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in 

2012-2013. The presentations consisted of five components: (1) General Report, (2) Ground 

Motion Evaluation, (3) Risk Assessment of Buildings and Lifeline Structures, (4) 

Development of a Simplified Fire Spread Risk Assessment Method, and (5) Disaster 

Education and Capacity Development. 

Important suggestions and questions were raised by participants, many of whom had 

previous experience with earthquake disasters in Japan and Taiwan. The questions covered 

past disaster experiences in Mongolia, worst-case mid-winter scenarios, the seismic 

resistance of buildings, micro zoning, and disaster education issues. 

ACUDR 2016 will be organized by KOSHAM in South Korea. 

(10) 7th APEC Emergency Preparedness Working Group (EPWG)
Meeting

7th meeting of APEC EPWG, which co-chairs the Executive Director of ADRC, was held

on 27-28 January, 2015 at Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Philippines and attended by about 30 

disaster management officials and diplomats from APEC economies. 

The main purpose of this WS is 1) Reviewing activities of the last year and 2) Discussing 

the work plan in 2015, and it was reported that Guidebook on Small and Medium Sized 

Enterprises (SME) Business Continuity Planning, which ADRC composed several years ago, 

was translated into 7 languages, including a Japanese version. 

Also the participants exchanged information on the natural disasters which occurred last 

year; the Government of the Philippines presented the lessons learnt from the Typhoon 

Haiyan in 2013 and the improvements of DRR policy based on these lessons enabled to 

lessen the damage by another large Typhoon Ruby in 2014. The Government of Japan 

introduced the outline of On-take mountain eruption and large scale landslide in Hiroshima 

city. The Executive Director of ADRC reported the dissemination of information on lessons 

from the Hanshin-Awaji Great Earthquake on its 20th anniversary. 
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6. The International Recovery Platform (IRP):
History and Current Activities

6-1. The Establishment of the IRP

While the capacity of the UN system for disaster response and humanitarian assistance are 

widely recognized, there is currently a vacuum in terms of the UN's capacity and system-wide 

mechanisms for post-disaster recovery efforts, particularly those with a risk reduction focus. 

Experience increasingly affirms that the post-disaster recovery phase provides a critical 

opportunity to shift the focus from saving lives to restoring livelihoods, and is an important time 

for introducing measures to reduce future disaster risk. Effective recovery can help close the 

gap between relief and development, and can transform disasters into opportunities for 

sustainable development. This occurs when efforts are made to support local and national 

recovery processes at an early stage, when risk reduction considerations are factored into all 

recovery activities, and when the synergies between development, humanitarian, and other 

actors involved in the response phases are properly channeled. A successful recovery effort, 

then, is predicated on having advance agreements and mechanisms in place so that the recovery 

process is effectively conceived and managed, and is initiated in a timely manner. This includes 

such measures as appropriate assessment methodologies, pre-established resource mobilization 

mechanisms, surge capacity to support UN Country Teams, and standing coordination 

mechanisms.  

Shared concerns related to the UN approach and processes for post-disaster recovery have 

resulted in the formulation of a joint initiative, the International Recovery Platform (IRP), by 

the UN system, ADRC, and other partners, with the encouragement and support of Japan as 

well as other donors and key program countries. This initiative was discussed at the 2005 UN 

World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR) during session 4.9 on Post Disaster 

Recovery. Representatives from the ADRC, UNDP, UN-HABITAT, ILO, and other concerned 

UN agencies expressed their respective agency commitments and support for the proposed 

international platform for recovery. The meeting resulted in a recommendation for the 

establishment of the International Recovery Platform (IRP). 

In four months after the WCDR, the International Seminar on Post Disaster Recovery, in 

support of the IRP, was held at Hyogo House on 11-13 May 2005. The IRP was officially 

established in Kobe. 
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6-2. The Governance Structure of the IRP

The IRP currently consists of 17 governments, UN agencies, and international organizations 

including ADRC (as of March2014).* The IRP focuses on the following three priority activities 

for recovery: (a)Knowledge Management and Advocacy, (b) Training and Capacity Building 

and (c) Enhancing Recovery Operations. 

As described in the Terms of Reference, the IRP at Kobe functions as the IRP secretariat and 

is responsible for convening IRP Steering Committee meetings and disseminating information 

on IRP activities and outcomes. 

* IRP members: Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC), Hyogo Prefectural Government,

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 

International Labour Organization (ILO), Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy, Cabinet 

Office of Japan, Swiss Agency for Development and Coordination (SDC), United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), United 

Nations Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN/OCHA), the 

World Bank, World Health Organization (WHO), Asian Development Bank (ADB), 

United Nations Centre for Regional Development (UNCRD), United Nations Office 

for Project Services (UNOPS). 
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7. Public Relations Activities
In order to enhance its visibility, to establish and maintain cooperative relationships with as

many organizations as possible, and to contribute further to international efforts for disaster risk

reduction, the ADRC has been using the mass media to conduct its public relations campaigns

extensively, while actively involved in international conferences, lectures, and symposia.

7-1. Promotion through Mass Media

The ADRC has been making active efforts to attract TV, radio, newspapers and media 

coverage to publicize its activities not only to disaster reduction practitioners but also to the 

general public. Some of activities, media coverage and others are listed below. 

TV/Radio Coverage 

Media Date TV/Radio Station Description

Radio Dec.26, 2014 
NHK WORLD 
RADIO JAPAN 

Mr. Natori, ADRC Executive Director introduced 
"Devastated areas by Sumatra Earthquake /
Tsunami 10 years after and activities on these 
areas by ADRC". 

TV Feb.9,2015 
NHK WORLD 
NEWSLINE  

Five minutes news is broadcast that Mr. Arakida, 
Senior researcher of ADRC introduced the ADRC 
town-watching method which makes hazard map 
and countermeasures after walking around site 
with local government, DRR expert and local 
residents. 

Radio Feb.14, 2015 FM Kirara 

Mr. Ikeda, Researcher of ADRC introduced 
summery of ADRC including capacity building in 
Asian countries. Also it was reported regarding
disaster awareness research for residents in Japan 
and Indonesia. 

Newspaper and Magazine Coverage 

Date Name Features 

Aug. 30, 2014 Kobe Shinbun 
Prof. Hamada, ADRC Chairman, received the Cabinet 
Office Disaster Prevention Achievement Award for the 
Year 2014 from the Prime Minister. 

Jan. 26, 2015 Asahi Shimbun 

Mr. Natori, ADRC Executive Director and Mr. Kochi, 
IRP Senior Recovery Expert reported on the efforts for 
the progress of the HFA by their organizations in 
International Disaster Reduction Forum (DRA Forum 
2015). 
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Jan. 31, 2015 Kobe Shinbun 

Governor of Hyogo prefecture, Mr. Ido proposed the 
setting up of "Ministry of Disaster Prevention" in 
Kansai. He emphasized that international organizations 
having knowledge for disaster prevention such as DRI 
and ADRC are established in Kansai. 

Mar. 15, 2015 Kobe Shinbun 

Prof. Hamada, ADRC Chairman attended the public 
forum of the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk 
Reduction (WCDRR)  " Japan's Perspective: A Quest 
for Ultimate DRR - from Hyogo to Sendai and Beyond 
-" hosted by Cabinet Office, Government of Japan. He 
reported on the training for the government official of 
each country concerned with disaster prevention. 

Mar. 16, 2015 Kobe Shinbun 

Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction 2015 
(ACDR2015) was held in Sendai, Japan as a public 
forum of WCDRR. Approximately 180 people from 31 
countries participated and reported the measures that 
each country pushes forward. 

Mar. 17, 2015 Fukushima Minpo 

Mr. Arakida, Senior researcher of ADRC participated in 
the panel discussion of the public forum of WCDRR 
“Building back from Cascading Disasters and 
Establishment of academic framework of Disaster 
Reconstruction" in Fukushima. 
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7-2. Participation in International Conferences and
Contribution to Magazines 

In order to develop organic networks with international organizations and NGOs in addition to 

member countries, ADRC attended the following international conferences and contributed to 

magazines to increase its presence and to participate in discussions with relevant organizations on 

international cooperation for disaster risk reduction. 

Table 7-2-2-1 Participationin International Conferences 

Conference Date Venue Sponsors Attendee Contributions 
ASEAN workshop 
on 'Development of 
mechanisms for 
acquisition and 
utilization of 
space-based 
information during 
emergency 
response' 

April 
15-16,
2014

Indonesia  
(Jogyakarta) 

AHA Centre, 
LAPAN, United 
Nations Office 
for Outer Space 
Affairs(UNOOS  
/ United Nations 
Platform for 
Space-based 
Information for 
Disaster 
Management 
and Emergency 
Response(UN-S
PIDER)  and 
United Nations 
Economic and 
Social 
Commission for 
Asia and the 
Pacific 
(UNESCAP)  

Mr. 
Sugiura 
Mr. Ikeda 

Presented latest 
situation regarding 
Emergency 
Observation 
Request of Sentinel 
Asia, and stressed 
that it's important 
that utilization of 
space technology 
should be integrated 
into Post-HFA  

1st -UNISDR Asia 
Partnership (IAP) 
Meeting  

April 
22-24,
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

United Nations 
International 
Strategy for 
Disaster 
Reduction(UNIS
DR) 

Mr. Natori 
Mr. 
Sugiura 

Made the 
presentation titled 
"Outcome of the 
Asian Conference 
on Disaster 
Reduction 2014 
(ACDR2014) and 
Update from 
Sentinel Asia 
Project" 

9th Meeting of 
Typhoon Committee 
Working Group on 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

May  
26-27,
2014

Korea 
(Seoul) 

UNESCAP, 
World 
Meteorological 
Organization 
(WMO) 
Typhoon 
Committee 
Secretariat and 
the National 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency of the 

Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Reported the 
activities of the 
working group, such 
as "Synergized 
Standard Operating 
Procedures for 
Coastal 
Multi-hazards Early 
Warning System 
(SSOP)" project 
which cooperates 
with ADRC and the 
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Republic of 
Korea 

typhoon damage of 
each country 

7th ECO 
International 
Conference on 
Disaster Risk 
Management 

June 
4-6,
2014

Azerbaijan 
(Gabala) 

Ministry of 
Emergency 
Situations of 
Azerbaijan and 
ECO Secretariat 

Ms. 
Yoshida 

Made a presentation 
on its roles in Asia, 
as well as the 
programs that 
member countries 
from Central and 
Caucasus can be 
benefitted 

ASEM Manila 
Conference on 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
Management 
"Post-Haiyan -A 
Way Forward"  

June 
4-6,
2014

Philippines  
(Manila) 

Japan, Republic 
of the 
Philippines and 
European Union 
(EU)  

Mr. Kouchi Participated in 
Working Group 
titled "Role of 
Stakeholders 
-National and Local
Governments,
NGOs, the Local
Community, Media
and the Private
Sector

Workshop on the 
Business Case for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction  

June 
16-17,
2014

Philippines  
(Manila) 

SM Prime and 
UNISDR's 
Global 
Education 
Training 
Institute (GETI) 

Mr. Potutan Presented global 
case studies on 
small enterprises 
and DRR to provide 
guidance and wider 
options for 
participants in 
drafting their 
respective business 
continuity plans 
(BCPs) 

6th Asian 
Ministerial 
Conference on 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

June. 
22-27,
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

Kingdom of 
Thailand and 
UNISDR 

Mr. Natori 
Mr. Kouchi 
Mr. 
Akamatsu 
Ms. 
Kodama 
Ms. 
Yoshida 
Ms. Siomi 
Mr. Ikeda 
Mr. Potutan 

Organized several 
side events and 
joined a 
pre-conference 
meeting 

Toulouse  
Space Show  

June. 
30- July
2,
2014

France 
(Toulouse) 

Centre National 
d'Etudes 
Spatiales 
(CNES) 

Mr. Ikeda Shared good 
practices in the use 
of space 
technologies during 
the Great East Japan 
Earthquake 

8th Senior Disaster 
Management 
Officials Forum  

Aug. 
11-12,
2014

CHINA 
(Beijing) 

Asia Pacific 
Economic 
Cooperation(AP

Mr. Natori Shared experiences 
and best practices 
under following 
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EC) topics: Innovative
role of science and 
technology in 
disaster 
preparedness 

ASEAN High-Level 
Conference on 
Assistance for the 
Recovery of 
Yolanda-Affected 
Areas (ARYA) 
" 

Aug. 
14, 
2014 

Philippines  
(Manila) 

Republic of the 
Philippines and 
Association of 
South‐East 
Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) 

Mr. Kouchi Expressed  
ADRC/IRP ‘s 
contribution to the 
Philippines' 
recovery  

2nd World 
Reconstruction 
Conference 

Sep. 
10-12,
2014

USA 
(Washington 
D.C.)

Global Facility 
for Disaster 
Reduction and 
Recovery 
(GFDRR),
United Nations 
Development 
Programme(UN
DP) and EU 

Mr. Kouchi 
Mr. 
Akamatsu 
Mr. Potutan 

Organized the three 
technical sessions at 
the conference with 
IRP and the 
government of 
Japan 

Second Regional 
Ministerial 
Conference of 
Disaster 
Management 
Authorities in 
Central Asia under 
the "Central Asia 
plus Japan" 
Dialogue 

Sep. 
18-19,
2014

Kyrgyz 
Republic 
(Bishkek) 

Government of 
Japan,  Ministry 
of Emergency 
Situations of the 
Kyrgyz Republic 
and UNDP 
Kyrgyzstan 

Ms. 
Yoshida 

Presented 
information on the 
outcomes of DRR 
programs conducted 
in various Central 
Asian countries, and 
identified needs and 
areas for future 
DRR cooperation in 
the region. 

UNESCAP/JAXA 
Policy Makers' 
Dialog and Capacity 
Development for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
Disaster 
Management in the 
Asia-Pacific: 
Harnessing 
Information and 
Space Technology 
and Geographic 
Information 
Systems 

Sep. 
23-25,
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNESCAP and 
Japan Aerospace 
Exploration 
Agency (JAXA) 

Mr. Nakao 
Mr. Ikeda 

Gave a presentation 
on its activities 
within the Sentinel 
Asia program and 
on the use of 
satellites within the 
Hyogo Framework 
for Action (HFA) 
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9th Integrated 
Workshop of the 
Typhoon Committee 

Oct. 
20-24,
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNESCAP and 
WMO Typhoon 
Committee 
Secretariat 

Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Discussed their 
approaches of 
"Synergized, 
Integrated, 
Collaborative 
Standard Operating 
Procedures 
Strategies to 
Improve Early 
Warning System for 
Coastal 
Multi-hazards" 

First Meeting of the 
Expert Group on 
Disaster-related 
Statistics in Asia 
and the Pacific 

Oct. 
27-29,
2014

Japan 
(Sendai) 

UNESCAP Mr. 
Arakida 

Reviewed present 
status of disaster 
related statistics in 
each country, 
introduced GLIDE 
mechanism, and 
discussed further 
contribution of 
disaster related 
statistics for Post 
HFA. 

2014 International 
Training Workshop 
on Natural Disaster 
Reduction 

Oct. 
27-31,
2014

Taiwan 
(Taipei) 

National Science 
and Technology 
Center for 
Disaster 
Reduction 
(NCDR) 

Mr. Natori 
Mr. Potutan 

Presented the 
"Recovery and 
Lessons from the 
Great East Japan 
Earthquake and 
Tsunami of 2011" 
highlighting the 
challenges on 
post-disaster 
recovery and how 
these challenges 
were addressed, 
including applying 
the lessons from 
past disasters as well 
as integrating the 
emerging lessons 
from current 
disasters such as 
considering the 
"wisdom of local 
community" in 
disaster risk 
reduction 

JAXA/Myanmar 
Earthquake 

Nov. 
18-21,

Myanmar 
(Yangon) 

JAXA and 
Myanmar 

Mr. Nakao Gave two 
presentations, 
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Committee 2nd 
Joint Project 
Meeting Team for 
Sentinel Asia 
STEP3 

2014 Earthquake 
Committee 
(MEC), 

covering the 
activation of 
emergency 
observations and the 
satisfaction of 
system users based 
on a questionnaire 
survey conducted on 
Sentinel Asia 

ISDR Asia 
Partnership (IAP) 
meeting 

Dec. 
2-4,
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNISDR Ms. Shiomi Discussed the way 
forward from the 6th 
Asia Ministerial 
Conference, 
preparation towards 
the 3 WCDRR and  
preparing the Post 
2015 framework 
adoption and 
implementation 

6th UN-SPIDER 
Regional Support 
Offices (RSO) 
Meeting 

Feb. 
5-6,
2015

Austria 
(Vienna) 

UN-SPIDER Mr. Nakao Presented ADRC's 
activities and 
accomplishments as 
RSO as well as its 
future plans and 
exchanged opinions 
with the secretariat 
and other RSOs 

Seminar and 
reception in the 
United Nations 
Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space 
(COPUOS) hosted 
by Japan  

Feb. 
9, 
2015 

Austria 
(Vienna) 

Government of 
Japan 

Mr. Nakao Presented   
introduction and the 
result of  activity 
contents of ADRC, 
a future problem  in 
the structure of 
Sentinel Asia 

Table 7-2-3-1 Academic Conferences and Symposium 

Conference Date Venue Sponsors Attendee Contributions 
1st Earthquake 
Technology Expo 
OSAKA  

June 
17-18,
2014

Japan 
(Osaka) 

Executive 
Committee of 
Earthquake 
Technology 
Expo OSAKA 

Mr. 
Arakida 

Presentation on “he 
Project for 
Strengthening the 
Capacity of Seismic 
Disaster Risk 
Management in 
Ulaanbaatar (UB) 
City, Mongolia” 

Memorial 
conference of the 
50th anniversary of 
Chubu university on 
“Disaster response 

July 
19, 
2014 

Japan 
(Nagoya) 

Chubu 
University 

Mr. 
Arakida 

Presentation on 
“Prevention and 
mitigation measures 
against natural 
disasters in the 
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for sustainable earth 
and human”  

world” 

Asia Studies 
Symposium 2014 

Nov. 
15, 
2014 

Japan 
(Yokohama) 

Kanagawa 
University 

Ms. Nyo 
Mr. Koirara 
Mr. 
Madawan 
Ms. 
Dammag 

Presented on “The 
Natural Disaster in 
Nepal and Current 
Status and Issues of 
Disaster 
Management” 

2nd Asian 
Conference on 
Urban Disaster 
Reduction 
(ACUDR2014) 

Nov. 
20-21,
2014

Taiwan 
(New Taipei) 

Disaster 
Management 
Society of 
Taiwan (DMST) 

Mr. 
Arakida 

Gave five 
presentations, 
covering the project 
of  “The Project for 
Strengthening the 
Capacity of Seismic 
Disaster Risk 
Management in 
Ulaanbaatar (UB) 
City, Mongolia” 

Tokyo Conference 
on International 
Study for Disaster 
Risk Reduction and 
Resilience 

Jan. 
14-16,
2015

Japan 
(Tokyo) 

Science Council 
of Japan, 
UNISDR, 
Integrated 
Research on 
Disaster Risk 
(IRDR), 
Ito International 
Research Center 
Conference and 
University of 
Tokyo 

Dr. 
Hamada 
Mr. 
Arakida 

Presentation on 
“International 
Cooperation for 
Natural Disaster 
Mitigation” at the 
session of 
“Trans-Disciplinary 
Study Approach for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction: 
Towards achieving 
resilience”, and 
short presentation 
and poster on 
“Sentinel Asia’s 
contribution to the 
disaster risk 
reduction in Asia by 
utilization of space 
technology” 

19th Earthquake 
Technology Expo 
YOKOHAMA 

Feb. 
5-6,
2015

Japan 
(Yokohama) 

Executive 
Committee of 
Earthquake 
Technology 
Expo 
YOKOHAMA 

Mr. 
Arakida 

Presentation on 
“Trend of 
International 
Cooperation of 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction” 

Natural Disaster 
Research Council 

Mar.  
15, 
2015 

Japan 
(Yamaguchi) 

Kyoto 
University 

Mr. Ikeda Presentation of 
result regarding 
tsunami disaster 
awareness research 
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Table 7-2-4-1 Articles 

Newspaper/Journal Date Author Title 
Kindai Shoubou May 2014 Mr. Natori Asian Conference on 

Disaster Reduction 2014 
Kindai Shoubou Aug. 2014 Mr. Natori Tendency of the world 

natural disaster 
Kindai Shoubou Nov. 2014 Mr. Kouchi Expectations for Japan 

on Recovery and next 
activities of international 
Recovery Platform (IRP) 

Kindai Shoubou Mar. 2014 Mr. Natori Disaster management 
law in the Asia region 

Table 7-2-2-1  International Conferences 

Conference Date Venue Sponsors Attendee Contributions 

The 2nd Workshop 
for the Working 
Group on policy on 
Disaster Prevention 
and Reduction for 
Industrial Parks in 
East Asia 

11 
April 
2013 

Japan 
(Sendai) 

Economic 
Research 
Institute for 
ASEAN and 
East Asia 
(ERIA) 

Mr. Natori Made a presentation 
on Japanese disaster 
reduction policies 
after the Great East 
Japan Earthquake 
(GEJE) 

Workshop on 
Standard Operating 
Procedures for 
Coastal 
Multi-hazards Early 
Warning System  

8-9
May
2013

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNESCAP, 
WMO Typhoon 
Committee 

Mr. Ikeda Introduced disaster 
prevention plans 
made by Japanese 
local governments 
and relevant disaster 
risk reduction 
(DRR) activities 

International Forum 
on Recovery and 
Reconstruction of 
Sichuan 
Earthquake, China  

11 
May 
2013 

China 
(Doyang) 

City of 
Chengdu, China, 
etc.  

Mr. Kouchi Participated in a 
panel discussion in 
the plenary session 
and made remarks on 
recovery from the 
Great Hanshin-Awaji 
Earthquake in urban 
areas  

Global Platform for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 4th 
Session 

21-23
May
2013

Switzerland 
(Geneva) 

UNISDR Mr. Natori 
Mr. Kouchi 
Mr. 
Akamatsu 
Mr. Potutan 

Participated in 
sessions including 
opening ceremony,  
and held following 
events: "Regional 
Mechanisms for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Asia", 
"Regional 
Mechanisms for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Asia", 
"Recovering and 
Building Resilience 
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after Disasters", and 
"Lessons on 
Recovery from 
Mega-Disasters" 

8th Meeting of 
Typhoon Committee 
Working Group on 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

29-30
May
2013

Rep. of 
Korea 
(Seoul) 

UNESCAP, 
WMO Typhoon 
Committee, and 
National 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency 
(NEMA) of Rep. 
of Korea 

Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Discussed future 
activities of the 
working group, such 
as "Synergized 
Standard Operating 
Procedures for 
Coastal 
Multi-hazards Early 
Warning System 
(SSOP)" project, 
and strengthening 
international 
cooperation, etc. 

Consultation 
Workshop on 
Developing 
Capacity Building 
Strategy through the 
Establishment of 
Disaster 
Management 
Training Center in 
Myanmar 

2-4
July
2013

Myanmar 
(Nay Pyi 
Daw) 

Government of 
Myanmar, JICA, 
and UNDP 

Mr. Natori  Presented ADRC’s  
capacity building 
activities for 
Myanmar, such as 
the Visiting 
Researcher program  
and the DRR 
training program for 
local government 
officials sponsored 
by Japan-ASEAN 
Integration Fund 

The 1st Meeting of 
the Executive 
Committee and 
Development 
Support Group for 
the 6th Asia 
Ministerial 
Conference for 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 
(AMCDRR) 

5-6
August
2013

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNISDR Mr. Natori Discussed and 
determined 
framework of the 6th 
AMCDRR such as 
theme and sub 
themes of the 
conference 

JICA Follow-Up 
Seminar 
"Comprehensive 
Disaster 
Management" 

14-15
August
2013

Kazakhstan 
(Almaty) 

JICA Ms. 
Yoshida 

Introduced Japanese 
efforts for 
community-based 
disaster risk 
management and 
shared information 
on ADRC activities, 
as well as 
management of a 
regional center  

The 1st Saudi 
International 
Conference on 
Crisis and Disaster 
Management 

8-9
Sep.
2013

Saudi Arabia 
(Riyadh) 

Imam University  Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Gave a presentation 
on "Lessons Learnt 
from the Great East 
Japan Earthquake", 
and introduced the 
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efficacy of disaster 
prevention 
education 

ESCAP Expert 
Meeting on 
Improving Disaster 
Data to Build 
Resilience in Asia 
and the Pacific 

30 Sep. 
- 
1 Oct. 
2013 

Japan 
(Sendai) 

UNESCAP and 
Tohoku 
University 

Mr. Natori Introduced GLIDE, 
disaster event 
numbering system 
proposed by ADRC 

The 2nd ISDR Asia 
Partnership meeting 
for the year 2013 

5-7
Nov.
2013

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNISDR Mr. Natori Expressed ADRC's 
contribution to the 
substantive in the key 
areas such as 
"reducing 
exposure/underlying 
risk factors" and 
"incentive for private 
sector in DRR", and 
to the consultation 
process through "the 
Asian Conference on 
Disaster Reduction" 

The 1st Sentinel Asia 
Joint Project Meeting 
Step-3 (JPTM) 

27-29
Nov.
2013

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

JAXA and Asian 
Institute of 
Technology 
(AIT) 

Mr. 
Sugiura 

Reported on the 
status of the 
emergency 
observations that 
were implemented 
and presented the 
suggestions for 
improvement of the 
questionnaire that are 
sent after emergency 
observation 

The 3rd session of 
the Committee on 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

27-29
Nov.
2013

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNESCAP Mr. Kouchi Made remarks on 
how Japanese 
technology, 
experience and 
lessons learned in 
recovery from flood, 
earthquake, and 
tsunami disasters 
have been utilized for 
recovery from recent 
major disasters in 
Asian countries 

The 8th Integrated 
Workshop of the 
Typhoon Committee 

1-5
Dec.
2013

China 
(Macau) 

UNESCAP, 
WMO Typhoon 
Committee, and 
Macau 
Meteorological 
and Geophysical 
Bureau 

Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Discussed on 
"Forecasting, 
Warning and DRR 
Strategies in the 
Mitigation of 
Tropical Cyclone 
Impact in a 
Multi-hazard 
Environment" 

79

7. Public Relations Activities



The 46th Session of 
the Typhoon 
Committee 

10-12
Feb.
2014

Thailand 
(Bangkok) 

UNESCAP and 
WMO Typhoon 
Committee 

Mr. 
Moriwaki 

Discussed action plan 
of the committee's 
three working groups 
on meteorology, 
hydrology and 
disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) in 
the next year as well 
as their activities in 
the last year 

The 5th 
UN-SPIDER 
Regional Support 
Offices (RSO) 
Meeting 

13-15
Feb.
2014

Austria 
(Vienna) 

United Nations 
Platform for 
Space-based 
Information for 
Disaster 
Management 
and Emergency 
Response 
(UN-SPIDER) 

Mr. 
Sugiura 

Presented ADRC's 
activities and 
accomplishments as 
RSO as well as its 
future plans and 
exchanged opinions 
with the secretariat 
and other RSOs 

The 6th Asia-Pacific 
Economy 
Cooperation 
(APEC) Emergency 
Preparedness 
Working Group 
(EPWG) Meeting 

17-18
Feb.
2014

China 
(Ningbo) 

APEC Mr. Natori Elected as 
co-chairman of 
EPWG and reported 
the activities in 2013 
and proposed the 
work plan of 2014 

Expert Group 
Meeting on Urban 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
Resilience 

13-14
March
2014

Japan 
(Sendai) 

UNHABITAT 
and Tohoku 
Univertiy 

Mr. Natori ADRC participants 
(including VRs) 
discussed with other 
experts on the issue 
of urban disaster  
reduction and  
resilience 

APEC High Level 
Policy Dialogue on 
Resilient SMEs for 
Better Global 
Supply Chains 

24  
March 
2014 

Chinese 
Taipei 
(Taichung) 

APEC Mr. Natori Sharing the 
achievements of  the 
APEC Multi Year 
Project  “Improving 
Natural Disaster 
Resilience of APEC 
SMEs to Facilitate 
Trade and 
Investment”, in 
which the insights 
from the high level 
officials from APEC 
economies 

Tri-Lateral Expert 
Meeting on Disaster 
Loss Data and DRR 
Technology Sharing 

26-28
March
2014

Rep. of 
Korea 
(Jeju) 

UNESCAP, 
Trilateral 
Cooperation 
Secretariat, 
UNISDR, 
Government of 
Rep. of Korea 

Mr. Natori Following up 
activities of Expert 
Group Meeting 
Improving Disaster 
Data to Build 
Resilience, held at 
Sendai 
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Table 7-2-2-2  Academic Conferences and Sympodia 

Conference Date Venue Sponsors Attendee Contributions 
The Forum on 
Post-Disaster 
Revival and 
International 
Disaster Reduction 
-Experience and
Lessons from
5-Year Wenchuan
Post-Disaster
Reconstruction and
Lushan Earthquake
Relief

8-10
May
2013

China 
(Chengdu) 

Sichuan 
University and 
Hong Kong 
Polytechnic 
University 

Mr. Kouchi Made a keynote 
speech on how 
Japanese technology 
and lessons from 
disasters have been 
utilized for building 
resilience in China  

G1 Global 
Conference 

16 
Sep. 
2013 

Japan 
(Tokyo) 

GLOBIS 
University 

Mr. 
Arakida 

Presented on “Africa 
and Japan: Business 
and Development 
Partnership after 
TICAD V 
-experience in
Kenya-“

Table 7-2-2-3  Articles 

Newspaper/Journal Date Author Title 
Kindai Shoubou May 2013 Mr. Natori Asian Conference on 

Disaster Reduction 2013 
Kindai Shoubou Sep. 2013 Mr. Kouchi Activities of 

International Recovery 
Platform (IRP) and its 
response to Great East 
Japan Earthquake 

Kindai Shoubou Dec. 2013 Ms. Yoshida ADRC’s cooperation 
with Central Asian 
countries on disaster risk 
reduction 

Kindai Shoubou Feb. 2014 Ms. Shiomi Visiting Researcher 
Program implemented 
by ADRC 

Kouhou Bousai March 2014 Mr. Kouchi Survey of the 
Typhoon-affected areas 
in the Philippines 

The Japan Tmes March 2014 Mr. Natori Reducing shock to 
businesses after a 
disaster 
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7. Public Relations Activities
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