
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
  

 
  
  
 
  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Over 160,000 flee to Turkey 

due to ISIL advances in Ayn 

al-Arab 

• Impact of coalition airstrikes 

remains difficult to assess 

• Fighting in north Hama 

results in at least 75,000 

people being displaced 

• The Syria Multi-Sectoral 

Needs Assessment reaching 

completion having assessed 

114 sub-districts 

• USD 9 million for first 

Humanitarian Pooled Fund 

allocation 

• During the reporting period, 

UN cross-border shipments 

following the adoption of 

Security Council Resolution 

2165 reach 100,000 

individuals in Aleppo, Idleb 

and Hama Governorates 

• UN resumes resupply 

operations under Security 

Council Resolution 2139 

through the 

Nusaybin/Qamishli border 

crossing 

 

FIGURES 
# of People in 
Need (PiN) 

10.8 m 

# of IDPs 6.5 m 

# of reported 
camps in 
northern Syria 

124 

# of IDPs in 
reported camps 163,312 

 

Humanitarian Context  
Political and military developments in the northern Governorates of Syria during the past 
two weeks have severely impacted on the humanitarian situation of thousands of people, 
particularly in the Kurdish area of Ayn al-Arab. In other parts of the northern 
Governorates, impact of coalition airstrikes remains difficult to assess but displacement, 
death and injury to the civilian population have been reported. The overall humanitarian 
situation remains volatile and continues to negatively impact those most in need of 
humanitarian assistance. 

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) continues to make significant advances 
towards the Kurdish city of Ayn al-Arab having already taken approximately 85-90% of 
the territory formerly under Kurdish forces control. ISIL forces are between 1.5 km and 2 
km away from Ayn al-Arab city, and have captured a strategic location (Zorava Hill) that 
allows them to shell the city from a vantage point. Sources differ on whether all civilians 
have fled or have been evacuated from Ayn al-Arab city. Some sources state that the 
entire civilian population has left; while other sources suggest that up to 100,000 people 
remain in the city and surrounding country side. Humanitarian organisations on the 
Turkish side suggest that those who remain are most in need of food and water, as most 
rural sources of food and water have been taken over by ISIL. 

Government of Turkey statistics indicate that as of 01 October, 163,208 people have 
been admitted into Turkey. On 02 October the Turkish Parliament passed a resolution to 
provide a legal framework for the Turkish military to launch incursions into Syria and Iraq 
against militants who threaten Turkey. The resolution further allows for foreign troops to 
be stationed in Turkey as part of the same campaign. Furthermore, the Turkish President 
Erdogan declared on 03 October that it was Turkey’s priority to establish a no-fly zone 
over Syrian air space and safe zones inside Syria. 

On 23 September, an international coalition commenced airstrikes particularly against 
ISIL in some of the northern Governorates of Syria. To date, 17 civilian deaths with 
another 18 civilians injured have been confirmed by credible sources; unconfirmed 
reports suggest an additional 38 people have been killed. While the numbers cannot be 
confirmed, reports suggest that up to 80,000 people may have been displaced by such 
strikes, mainly towards rural areas of Ar-Raqqa and Deir-ez-Zor, as well as 80 families 
reaching the Turkish-Syrian border at Tell Abyad. 

Fighting throughout the northern Governorates continues to cause displacement and 
creates challenges for humanitarian operations. Examples of recent or sustained reported 
military operations are:  

• Government forces have continued their counteroffensive to retake parts of northern 
Hama. They succeeded in retaking several villages; thereby, pushing the armed 
opposition groups away from the cities of Mhardeh and Hama. Fighting in northern 
Hama during the last weeks has resulted in at least 75,000 people being displaced to 
rural areas of northern Hama and southern Idleb, of which at least 25,000 are staying 
in open-air informal settlements outside of villages. 
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• Kurdish forces launched an offensive on ISIL positions in Mabroukeh (north-western 
al-Hasakeh). ISIL’s counteroffensive resulted in taking a few villages and if it 
continues, could result in clashes around the nearby border crossing of Ras al-Ain. 
Though this border is currently closed to humanitarian actors, it is considered to be a 
possible vital crossing for humanitarian aid. 

• ISIL forces launched an offensive on Kurdish forces positioned around Jeza’a, in 
north-eastern al-Hasakeh, which is in the vicinity of the Yarobiyeh border crossing. It is 
one of the crossings listed for humanitarian use in the UN Security Council resolution 
(2165) between Syria and Iraq, but as of yet has not been operationalised.  

• As in previous reports, concern was raised for minority communities residing in 
eastern Hama, particularly those in Salamiya. However, the frontline has not shifted to 
any significant degree, as the ISIL advance appears to have stalled. Consequently, 
the immediate danger to these minority communities has waned, though remains 
present. 

 

Humanitarian Access Constraints 
Access trends generally remain the same during the reporting period. Humanitarian 
supplies and personnel are still generally able to reach their intended areas or 
beneficiaries in the north-western Governorates, albeit with occasional delays as a result 
of active combat. Access to the government controlled villages of Nubul and Zahra in 
Aleppo remains fully restricted and access to eastern Aleppo city and Kurdish and ISIL 
controlled north-eastern Governorates remains problematic.  

Coalition airstrikes on ISIL, coupled with recent successes by armed opposition groups to 
retake a few villages held by ISIL in northern rural Aleppo, has further reduced the 
likelihood of the Bab al-Salam border crossing from falling into ISIL hands. Consequently, 
humanitarian aid continues to flow through that border crossing unimpeded.  

The coalition airstrikes have, in themselves, not resulted in a reduction of humanitarian 
interventions. However, there remains a heightened concern that humanitarian workers 
might be subjected to arrest and/or violence by those armed actors currently being 
targeted by the airstrikes. 

The map below indicates that the broad areas of control by all the parties to the conflict 
remain roughly the same during the reporting period. The major routes remain largely 
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accessible in Government of Syria (GoS) controlled areas; while routes crossing into 
opposition controlled areas remain contested. 

 

Syria Multi-Sectoral Need Assessment (MSNA) 
& Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 
The MSNA initially planned to assess 155 sub districts; for security reasons 11 targeted 
geographic areas could not be assessed. Participating agencies provided enumerators, 
all of whom received a three-day training on humanitarian and assessment principles, as 
well as, on how to use the various tools and techniques required to undertake the 
assessment. Field data collection lasted three weeks, after which the enumerators where 
systematically debriefed. After validating the findings and applying quality control 
procedures, data from 114 sub-districts was retained for further analysis. 

The table below present a summary of the actual MSNA coverage per governorate.  

Governorate  Number of total 
sub-districts  

Number of sub -
districts assessed  

% assessed  

Aleppo  40 29 73% 

Al -Hasakeh  16 12 75% 

Ar -Raqqa 10 10 100% 

Dar'a 17 7 41% 

Deir -ez-Zor 14 14 100% 

Hama 22 9 41% 

Idleb  26 22 85% 

Lattakia  22 5 23% 

Quneitra  6 2 33% 

Rural Damascus  36 4 11% 

Total  209 114 55% 
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The map below represents the MSNA coverage of assessed sub-districts: 

 
The MSNA final report is due to be published by 28 October. In order to complement the 
primary data analysis of the MSNA and to ensure a comprehensive Humanitarian Needs 
Overview (HNO) of the whole of Syria, humanitarian partners through the sector working 
groups will be requested to conduct an analysis of humanitarian needs in the sub districts 
that could not be assessed through the MSNA. Guidance on the process will be 
disseminated through the sector working groups.1  

Humanitarian Pooled Fund (HPF) 
The HPF was set-up in July 2014 and has become operational with the “First Call for 
Proposals” issued on 19 September 2014. The allocation for this first round totals USD9 
million. Priorities were identified in consultation with a multitude of stakeholders resulting 
in an agreement on the following priority envelopes within the first call for proposal: 

• Winterization-related activities to protect vulnerable population from harsh weather 
conditions 

• Increase access to life-saving and life-sustaining services and 
• Creation of stocks to respond to newly emerging humanitarian needs.2 

A key strategy of the HPF will be to expand the delivery of humanitarian assistance to 
Syria from Turkey with a specific focus on capacity building of local partners. 
Humanitarian partners are invited to submit project proposals for the first call for 
proposals until 10 October 2014. The allocation process is expected to be finalized 
towards the end of October with first disbursements of funds planned within the first 
weeks of November. 

A number of donors have expressed interest in contributing to the HPF: Committed 
pledges so far include Qatar with USD 20 million, Germany, the UK and Spain. 

                                                      
 
1 Guidance on the HNO process and tools can be accessed at: 
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/programme-cycle/space/page/assessments-overview 
2 The first HPF call for proposals can be accessed at: 
https://stima.humanitarianresponse.info/document/allocation-paper-humanitarian-pooled-fund-turkey-first-call-
proposal 
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Response Update 
On 14 July 2014, the Security Council adopted Resolution 2165 allowing the UN and its 
implementing partners to deliver humanitarian assistance into Syria across designated 
border crossings. The Resolution requires that the Government of Syria is notified of UN 
humanitarian assistance entering Syria across the border.  

During the past two weeks, shipments with humanitarian supplies from UNHCR, WFP, 
UNICEF and IOM crossed the Bab al-Hawa and Bab al-Salam borders. The humanitarian 
supplies consisted of food baskets, NFIs, health kits, and WaSH items and will assist 
100,000 individuals in Aleppo, Hama, and Idleb Governorates. The below map shows the 
accumulated assistance provided through UN cross border assistance from Turkey since 
the adoption of SCR 2165, which totals 415,540 people assisted. 3  

 

 

 

On 30 September, the UN further resumed operations under Security Council Resolution 
2139 through the Nusaybin/Qamishli border crossing, a route that significantly helps to 
reduce logistics costs in resupplying UN warehouses in Al-Hasakeh governorate. Over 
the course of last week WFP and UNICEF shipped 38 truckloads of assistance through 
Nusaybin/Qamishli and are planning to continue these shipments following the Eid 
holiday break on 13 October. 

In addition to the UN shipments, the Turkish Red Crescent (TRC) is facilitating the 
crossing of humanitarian shipments by NGOs and other actors through designated zero 
points along the Turkish border. Between 19 September and 02 October, the TRC 
facilitated the crossing of 258 trucks during 12 shipment days using six border crossings. 

The 3W map below highlights the number of beneficiaries reached in the month of August 
by humanitarian organisations operating from Turkey. The highest concentration of 
sectoral interventions can be found in Aleppo and Idleb, followed by Hama and Deir-ez-
Zor with Al-Hasakeh and Homs having the least interventions. 

Over 2.5 million people were reached with WaSH interventions in six Governorates since 
January 2014. Food assistance and health interventions were provided to 825,000 and 
572,000 people respectively for the month of August. Compared to the month of July, on 
average more people were reached in August with various humanitarian interventions. 

                                                      
 
3 The total number of households reduced from the previous report. The current number reflects the actual 

targeted number of beneficiaries versus the planned figure originally contained in the Notification. 
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The 4W map of cross-border humanitarian assistance to Syria for the month of August 
can be accessed at:  

https://stima.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/stima.humanitarianresponse.info/files/SYR_
4W_08Aug_20140930_A4_3maps.pdf 
 
 


