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MORE SUPPORT NEEDED FOR CAMEROON AS COUNTRY CONFRONTS MULTIPLE CRISES 

 

Yaoundé, 18 July 2014: Robert Piper, the United Nations Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the 

Sahel, completed a four-day visit to Yaoundé and the East of Cameroon today to assess mounting 

humanitarian needs in the country. During his visit, he also met with the national and local authorities, 

humanitarian actors and representatives of the diplomatic corps. 

 

Cameroon is currently facing multiple emergencies, from the Sahel belt in the North where malnutrition, 

epidemics and food insecurity are a threat to millions of Cameroonians, to the strain of hosting over 

230,000 refugees from both Central African Republic and Nigeria. 

 

“Across the whole Sahel region, millions of households are suffering from an erratic climate, limited 

access to basic services and increasing insecurity” noted Mr. Piper, adding that “Cameroon’s northern 

Sahel region with its seven million inhabitants is equally affected by this increasingly hostile 

environment.” 

 

Mr. Piper travelled to eastern Cameroon where over 200,000 people having fled the crisis in the Central 

African Republic - half of them arriving since January - are sheltered in sites and villages of the East and 

Adamaoua regions. In the border town of Gbiti and the refugee site of Timangolo, he met with displaced 

families and humanitarian teams as well as Government representatives. Up to one out of three refugee 

children from the Central African Republic suffer from acute malnutrition and arrive in a dramatic state of 

exhaustion, many with serious wounds and illnesses. While the flow of new refugees has reduced greatly 

from its peak of around 5,000 per week in March-May, new arrivals are still being registered on a daily 

basis. 

 

“Refugees from CAR have lived through a nightmare with few equivalents. Our humanitarian teams are 

working hard to stabilize their conditions. Surrounding villages have also received them with open arms. 

For its part, the collaboration with the Government of Cameroon has been excellent at both the central 

and local level”, noted Mr. Piper after the visit. Current funding of Cameroon’s humanitarian operations 

covers barely 30 per cent of the needs however, threatening the viability of the response over the coming 

months. “We need a step-change in funding for this operation to maintain the momentum”, Mr. Piper 

added, calling on donors “not to overlook Cameroon’s multiple emergencies for which the Government 

needs and deserves greater international support”.   

 

In the Sahel region of Cameroon, chronic health, nutrition and food issues, are further compounded today 

by the influx of nearly 19,000 refugees fleeing the violence in Nigeria.  

 

“Recurring droughts, floods and the ongoing cholera and measles epidemics are making people more 

vulnerable to food insecurity and malnutrition, especially young children and women’’, said Najat 

Rochdi, UN Resident Coordinator in Cameroon. “Aid partners are committed to working with the 

Government to address the underlying drivers of this vulnerability while at the same time responding to 

recent spikes in humanitarian needs triggered by the current regional crises.”   

 

Also accompanying the visit was the Regional Manager of the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid 

and Civil Protection office (ECHO), Mr. Cyprien Fabre. Mr. Fabre noted the seriousness of the 

humanitarian situation across Cameroon where “refugees are adding to the difficulties of an already 
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vulnerable host population”. In light of the scale of the challenge ECHO will be scaling up its operation in 

Cameroon over the coming weeks. 

 

To date, the United Nations and humanitarian partners have received US$ 22 million, or 19 per cent of the 

$117 million requested, in support of the on-going relief operation, with another $11.7 million (10 per 

cent) pledged. Additional $8.6 million has been provided outside of the humanitarian appeal. The 

contributions from the European Commission, the United States of America and the Central Emergency 

Response Fund amount currently to 80 per cent of the funds received. 

 

 
For further information, please call:  

Ivo Brandau, OCHA West and Central Africa, brandaui@un.org, +221 77 450 6232,  

Bérénice Van Den Driessche, OCHA West and Central Africa, vandendriessche@un.org, +221 77 333 91 95 

Bibiane Ndah, UNDP Yaounde, bibiane.ndah@undp.org, +237 71 050 660 

OCHA press releases are available at www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors 
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