
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
C I V I L - M I L I T A R Y  F U S I O N  C E N T R E  

Mediterranean       Review 
  14 May 2013 

  
  

North Africa 1 

Northeast Africa 4 

Horn of Africa 5 

  

  
The Civil-Military Fusion Centre 

(CFC) is an information and 
knowledge management organisa-

tion focused on improving civil-

military interaction, facilitating 

information sharing and enhancing 
situational awareness through the 

CimicWeb portal and our bi-

weekly and monthly publications.  

CFC products are based upon and 
link to open-source information 

from a wide variety of organisations, 

research centres and media outlets. 
However, the CFC does not endorse 

and cannot necessarily guarantee 

the accuracy or objectivity of these 

sources. 

CFC publications are inde-

pendently produced by Desk 

Officers and do not reflect 

NATO policies or positions of 

any other organisation. 

The CFC is part of NATO Allied 

Command Operations. 
 

  

  

  

 

For further information, contact: 
  

Med Basin Team Leader 

Trista.guertin@cimicweb.org  
  
  

The Med Basin Team 

Med.basin@cimicweb.org 
  

  

  
  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

DISCLAIMER 

CONTACT THE CFC 

 

 
 

  
 

  
  

 
This document provides an overview of developments in the Mediterranean Basin and other regions 

of interest from 30 April – 13 May 2013, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and 

underlined in the text. For more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to the region, 

please contact the members of the Med Basin Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org.   

 

 
 

North Africa   Eray Basar ► eray.basar@cimicweb.org 
 

Algeria  
The Algerian military forces killed seven militants and recovered weapons and ammunition 

during two separate operations near Tizi Ouzou and Boumerdes regions on 07 May, informs 

the Associated Press (AP). A preceding militant attack in Boumerdes on 06 May had resulted 

in the deaths of two Algerian security agents. While the militants’ affiliation is unknown, a 

once-powerful Algerian branch of al Qaeda is known to conduct small-scale operations in the 

region.  

 

An Algiers court sentenced two terrorists to death on 05 May for numerous crimes committed 

between 1996 and 2004, a period known as Algeria’s “Black Decade”, reports Magharebia. 

Charges levied against Djilali Kouri and Antar Ali included mass murder, mass rape, and as-

sassinations of security forces and civilians. The men admitted terrorist group affiliation and 

claimed responsibility for the deaths of hundreds, including women and children. On 30 April, 

an Algiers criminal court sentenced Dandani Redha to six years in prison for terrorist group af-

filiation. Although now deported, as a political refugee in Britain, Redha embezzled money to 

support terrorist operations in Algeria, Iraq and Chechnya. Finally, six terrorists were convict-

ed for their roles in the January attack on the In Amenas gas complex.  

 

 

mailto:eray.basar@cimicweb.org
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A member of the Algerian League for the Defence of Human Rights (LADDH) and the National Committee for the Defence of the 

Rights of the Unemployed (CNDDC), Abdelkader Kherba, was sentenced on 06 May to two months in prison and fined 20,000 Alge-

rian dinars (USD 250) for distributing leaflets regarding the country’s unemployment conditions in June 2011, reports Amnesty Inter-

national. Ann Harrison, Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa for Amnesty International said: “The latest court case 

against Abdelkader Kherba is yet another example of how the authorities in Algeria are misusing the law and the judicial system to 

intimidate those who advocate for social and economic rights.” She went on to add, “if this sentence is not quashed, it will send the 

message that the new law on associations will be used to further restrict activists and groups who peacefully campaign on issues the 

authorities may regard as a threat”.  

 

Egypt 
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) cut Egypt’s credit rating on 09 May over continued concerns about the country’s economic health, reports 

Daily News Egypt. The agency lowered the long-term credit rating from B- to CCC+ and its short-term rating from B to C as Egypt’s 

ability to reach its financial targets appears unlikely. The most recent downgrade is the sixth since the 2011 revolution, despite at-

tempts by President Mohammed Morsi to repair the economy beleaguered by high inflation, slow growth and a weakening currency. 

S&P stated, “The downgrade reflects our view that the Egyptian authorities have yet to put forward – either to the Egyptian population 

or the international donor community – a sustainable medium-term strategy to manage the country’s fiscal and external financing 

needs. As a result, we expect financing pressures to remain elevated and comprehensive donor support, including from the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund, to remain elusive.” However, on 11 May, Egypt expressed confidence that a deal with the IMF will be reached, 

reports Reuters, although no date has been set to resume negotiations. The IMF indicated on 09 May that it had no plans to revisit Cai-

ro and is awaiting new economic data and reform plans from the Egyptian government. Meanwhile, on 07 May, Egyptian Prime Min-

ister Hisham Kandil reorganised his cabinet for the second time this year. Kandil replaced nine ministers, including the ministers of 

planning and finance, both of whom were involved in IMF negotiations, reports Reuters. The ministers of interior, defence and foreign 

affairs were retained. 

 

On 11 May, Egyptian authorities arrested three al Qaeda-affiliated militants planning terrorist attacks in Egyptian cities, reports The 

New York Times. An unnamed Western official stated the United States Embassy in Cairo was targeted for attack. Egyptian Interior 

Minister Mohamed Ibrahim reports that the arrests were made as the three suspects were “on the verge” of executing their plans. After 

the arrests, a subsequent raid at the suspects’ home uncovered 22 pounds of explosive material, as well as instructions for assembling 

bombs and rockets. Two of the men remain in police custody as the investigation continues, while the third is under house arrest.  

 

Libya 
The United States and Britain announced the withdrawal of embassy staff in Libya due to security concerns, reports Al Jazeera. Gun-

men laid siege to the ministries of Foreign Affairs and Justice in late April, demanding that officials who served under Moammar 

Gaddafi be banned from office. Despite the Libyan Parliament passing the Political Isolation Law on 05 May amid pressure from the 

armed protesters, the siege continued, reports AP. On 08 May, the two groups of gunmen surrounding the ministries announced the 

formation of an alliance and presented a list of six demands, reports Al Jazeera. The list included “[Prime Minister Ali] Zeidan’s res-

ignation, the freezing of a recently released state budget and the right to form a committee to take charge of the Foreign Ministry”. On 

the other hand, a rival coalition consisting of federalists in eastern Cyrenaica and leaders of former rebel groups from various towns 

including Benghazi announced that they will support the government and warned the gunmen surrounding the government buildings 

“it was prepared to use force to dislodge them”. Prime Minister Zeidan defended the armed groups by saying that they are revolution-

aries and not militias, and they have the right to express their views. However, he denied that the government bowed to the pressure 

and said the new law was “necessary to protect the ideals of the revolution”. Zeidan also persuaded the Minister of Defence Moham-

med al-Barghathi on 07 May to withdraw his resignation, reports Al Jazeera. Barghathi resigned earlier on the same day, “calling a 

siege of government ministries by armed groups an assault on democracy”. 

 

A car bomb exploded near a Benghazi hospital on 13 May, killing at least three people and damaging vehicles and buildings in the 

vicinity, reports Reuters. Prime Minister Zeidan said, “This attack is not an isolated incident, but part of a series of incidents targeting 

the Libyan nation.” Hundreds of people on scene blamed the armed militias and demanded their expulsion from Benghazi. So far, no 

group has claimed responsibility. In addition, bombs exploded in two police stations in Benghazi on 10 May, informs Reuters. Anoth-

er police station in the city was destroyed by a bomb attack on 02 May, according to Agence France-Presse (AFP). No casualties were 

reported in any of the attacks on police stations. 

 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/algeria-new-law-associations-used-stifle-civil-society-2013-05-07
http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2013/05/09/standard-and-poors-downgrades-egypt-credit-rating/
http://news.yahoo.com/egypt-confident-imf-deal-timing-next-visit-unsure-094758362.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/07/us-egypt-reshuffle-idUSBRE9460AL20130507
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/12/world/middleeast/egypt-arrests-3-in-plot-to-attack-cities-and-an-embassy.html?_r=0
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/05/201351183324644424.html
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/libya-passes-ban-gadhafi-era-officials-19112916#.UZFnOrXvvSZ
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/05/2013590282732356.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2013/05/201357101344978698.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/13/us-libya-blast-idUSBRE94C0GC20130513
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/10/us-benghazi-bomb-idUSBRE9490DM20130510
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Morocco 
Moroccan security forces announced the dismantling of two terrorist cells in the northern Mediterranean port of Nador, reports AP. 

The Ministry of Interior stated that the groups had links with a now reportedly dismantled, radical network in Mali that recruited vol-

unteers for jihad in the Sahel region. The ministry further stated that the terrorist cells in Nador were planning to build a base in a 

mountainous area, which would include a school to “inculcate children with jihadist principles”. 

 

Morocco’s second largest party, Istiqlal (Independence), which allied with the Islamist Justice and Development Party (PJD), an-

nounced its withdrawal from the governing coalition on 12 May, reports AP. Istiqlal spokesman Adil Benhamza explained “the party 

can never remain in a government that continues to pursue policies targeting the buying power of the citizens by raising prices and not 

listening to our demands for a Cabinet reshuffle”. King Mohammed VI reportedly called the head of Istiqlal to retain six ministers to 

ensure continuous functioning. Ahmed Bouz, a political analyst at Rabat’s Mohammed V University said, “the monarchy would be 

taking a risk if it let the government fall under the current conditions, amid social tensions and the economic crisis” and added, “the 

decision by Istiqlal was probably just a tactic to pressure [Prime Minister Abdelillah Benkirane of PJD] for more power-sharing”. It is 

now the king’s decision whether to ask PJD to form a new government or hold new elections.  

 

Spain and Morocco jointly rescued 66 sub-Saharan migrants who attempted to cross the Strait of Gibraltar on 04 May, reports AFP. 

According to a spokesman for Spanish maritime emergency services in Tarifa, nine of these migrants were rescued by Spain while the 

other 57 were rescued by Morocco.  

 

Tunisia 
An explosive device wounded two Tunisian soldiers on 06 May when it detonated in the midst 

of an operation. The operation was designed to defeat Islamist militants and demine an area on 

Mount Chambi near the Algerian border, reports AFP. The operation commenced the previous 

week after fifteen members of the security forces were wounded by another blast in the same 

area. According to the Ministry of Interior, there are “about a dozen militants in the city of El 

Kef and about 20 in the remote area of Mount Chambi”, of whom 11 are Algerian, informs Reu-

ters. Mokhtar ben Nasr, a spokesman for the Tunisian Ministry of Defence, said “the terrorists 

are still at the stage of preparing and storing weapons” and added, “they are seeking to turn 

Mount Chambi into the headquarters for their operations in the country. At Mount Chambi, we 

found 16 arms caches being used by these groups and books, food and materials for making 

explosives.” President Moncef Marzouki travelled to the area on 07 May to oversee the opera-

tions.  

 

According to Tunisian Minister of Foreign Affairs Othmane Jarandi, approximately 800 Tunisi-

ans are fighting for the rebel forces in Syria, reports AFP. Non-governmental organisations 

(NGOs) and the political opposition in Tunisia have criticised the Tunisian government for sev-

ering relations with the Syrian regime and “abandoning Tunisians in Syria to their fate”. The 

Tunisian government is unsure of how many of its citizens may have been captured while 

fighting in Syria, but Jarandi promised the government would work to have them released and 

repatriated.   

 

  

Source: Invest in Tunisia 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/morocco-interior-ministry-2-terrorist-cells-seeking-links-with-others-dismantled-in-north/2013/05/06/16ba06d6-b65d-11e2-b568-6917f6ac6d9d_story.html
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/morocco-foiled-terror-cells-sought-mountain-base-19143342#.UZF907XvvSa
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/moroccos-islamist-led-government-is-threatened-by-loss-of-coalition-partner/2013/05/12/4b673ff8-bb11-11e2-b537-ab47f0325f7c_story.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/2/8/70695/World/Region/Spain,-Morocco-rescue--illegal-migrants-at-sea.aspx
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/130506/two-soldiers-wounded-tunisia-jihadist-hunt
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/07/us-tunisia-qaeda-idUSBRE9460E920130507
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/05/12/Tunisia-says-800-Tunisian-Islamists-fighting-in-Syria-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/05/12/Tunisia-says-800-Tunisian-Islamists-fighting-in-Syria-.html
http://www.investintunisia.tn/site/en/article.php?id_article=809
http://www.investintunisia.tn/site/en/article.php?id_article=809
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South Sudan – Sudan Cross Border Issues 
On 11 May, the Sudanese government accused South Sudan of providing support to rebels from the Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), 

according to Sudan Tribune. The SRF recently increased their attacks in a number of Sudanese states. The SRF comprises several re-

bel groups, including the SPLM-N, SLM-MM and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM). In April, the SRF launched a number of 

attacks in Northern and Southern Kordofan states, areas which were originally believed to be outside of the group’s reach. The Na-

tional Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) in Khartoum released a statement claiming that Juba has supplied SRF rebels with 

“large numbers” of vehicles, fuel, and ammunition, as well as providing training to the rebels as they prepared to carry out new attacks 

within Sudan. South Sudan denied the allegations, claiming to no longer have ties with the rebels.  

 

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir accused Khartoum of sponsoring the assassination of well-respected Dinka Ngok chief, Kuol 

Deng Kuol, in the disputed region of Abyei on 05 May, reports Sudan Tribune. Kuol was travelling in a United Nations (UN) convoy 

in Abyei when it was attacked by armed members of the Misseriya tribe, who along with the Dinka, lay claim to the region. Reuters 

also reported that an Ethiopian peacekeeper from the UN Interim Force for Abyei (UNISFA) was killed in the attack. During a press 

conference, Kiir stated that he will hold Sudanese President Omer Al-Bashir responsible for Kuol’s death if the attackers are not ar-

rested and tried in an independent and competent court of law, saying, “It is the government of Sudan which killed the chief. It is not 

the Misseriya we know - the ones that move with their cattle south of Abyei every year looking for water and pasture lands”. The Af-

rican Union (AU) on 09 May called for an urgent meeting between the two presidents concerning the contested region, reports Reu-

ters. The AU “urges the two Heads of State... to meet immediately”, according to a statement released in Addis Ababa. “This grave 

incident that occurred in Abyei serves to underscore that the status quo in Abyei is not tenable.” In March, the African Union facilitat-

ed a deal between the two countries to resume cross-border oil flows. Despite several meetings this year, Al-Bashir and Kiir have been 

unable to reach a settlement over ownership of Abyei region. 

 

South Sudan 
Inter-tribal fighting killed seven people and wounded dozens more in Jonglei State between 07 and 08 May, reports Voice of America 

(VOA). Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), also known as Doctors Without Borders, treated sixteen people for gunshot wounds, two of 

whom died from related complications. According to County Commissioner Koung Rambeng, clashes between members of the Waat 

and Walgak are characteristic of a long-running feud between the two tribes. Rambeng claimed that the government was using all 

means to end the conflict, stating: “We have deployed the SPLA on all the routes leading to the towns...also on the routes leading to 

the two respective communities, to deter any mobilization and revenge from any of the two subsections. We have arrested the people 

who are believed to have ignited the conflict”. 

 

Colonel Philip Aguer, South Sudan’s military spokesman, reported on 08 May that rebels led by David Yau Yau captured the eastern 

town of Boma, situated close to the border with Ethiopia, informs Associated Press (AP). Aguer refuted claims by anti-government 

rebels that they had killed fifty government soldiers; however, he could not provide the government’s casualty figures at the time. 

South Sudan continues to accuse Sudan of supporting Yau Yau’s rebels, a claim that was recently supported by the Small Arms Sur-

vey, as a part of a broader strategy to block plans by Juba to build an oil pipeline into Ethiopia. Currently South Sudan transports its 

oil exports through Sudanese pipelines.  

 
Sudan 
An Antonov aircraft allegedly belonging to the Sudanese Air Force bombarded the village of Abu Karshola in South Kordofan state 

on 05 May, killing sixteen civilians, reports Radio Dabanga. The spokesman for the SRF, Colonel Al Gadi Rumboy, called the raid “a 

major civilian massacre” and accused the Sudanese government and its militias of constantly targeting unarmed civilians. The SRF 

rebels gained control of Abu Kashola on 27 April when they launched an attack on the village, resulting in the displacement of thou-

sands of civilians. Over 27,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) have sought refuge in North Kordofan and most suffer from poor 

health. The Sudanese government has reportedly denied humanitarian organisations access to the IDPs. Furthermore, the Sudanese 

Minister of Interior, Ibrahim Mahmoud Hamed, refuses to establish any new IDP camps in North Kordofan, explaining that they will 

remain “hosted in centres, school buildings and under trees in Abu Karshola until the town is free”. Hamed claims that creating camps 

in North Kordofan would replicate the crisis conditions found in Darfur.  

 

The Sudanese government announced on 12 May the establishment of a ‘strategic battalion’ to repel SRF attacks, reports Radio 

Dabanga. However, the opposition National Consensus Forces called the move “a serious threat to the homeland and the lives and 

safety of citizens”. Kamal Omer Abdel Salam, Secretary of Information and spokesman of the National Consensus Forces, told Radio 

Dabanga that the government of Sudan is panicking and unable to respond to rebel attacks. The ruling National Congress Party an-

nounced plans for the strategic battalion to defend Khartoum State. The party also suspended National Assembly sessions for a week 

to allow Members of Parliament (MPs) to mobilise constituencies in support of the Sudan Armed Forces. 

mailto:trista.guertin@cimicweb.org
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/05/05/us-sudan-fighting-abyei-idUSBRE94405M20130505
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Eritrea 
Amnesty International released a scathing report about the status of civil society and political freedoms in Eritrea on 09 May. The re-
port claims 10,000 citizens and political dissidents have been arrested and detained without trial in the last 20 years. Nearly 200 peo-
ple have been arrested in Eritrea this year alone, according to Sudan Tribune. Eritrea’s government told Associated Press (AP) the 
report was “unsubstantiated” and constituted an “assault” on the country. Amnesty International asserted the majority of those arrested 
were journalists, members of civil society, politicians and “anyone who refuses to comply with the repressive system”. On 01 May, 
after being denied entry into Eritrea, the UN special rapporteur for human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. Keetharuth, undertook a fact-
finding mission to Ethiopia and Djibouti, speaking with refugees in those countries. Her report from the mission will be published in 
June.  
 

Ethiopia 
On 12 May, the Ethiopian government arrested Melaku Fenta, director-general of the Revenue and Customs Authority, and twelve 
other senior government officials on charges of corruption, reports Sudan Tribune. Fenta, Ethiopia’s top tax official, and his deputy, 
Gebrewahed Woldegiorgis, were apprehended by the Federal Anti-Corruption Commission (FACC). Arresting officers reportedly 
found bags of cash at their residences. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs accused Eritrea of supporting terrorists in Somalia, thereby 
engaging in “anti-peace” efforts that are destabilising the region, reports the Ethiopia Tribune. Ministry spokesperson, Dina Mufti, 
asked that Eritrea recognise the new Somalia government. On 07 May, the World Bank and African Development Bank agreed to fund 
80 per cent of the 1,070 km electrical transmission pipeline between Ethiopia and Kenya, estimated to cost USD 1.26 billion. The pro-
ject will increase energy output in the two countries from 4,000 megawatts (MW) to over 45,000 MW; construction will begin in Sep-
tember 2013 with electrical output available in 2018.  
 

Kenya 
The Kenyan government petitioned the UN Security Council (UNSC) to dismiss the International Criminal Court (ICC) case against 
President Uhuru Kenyatta and Vice-President William Ruto, reports Reuters. Foreign Policy reported that Kenya’s representative to 
the UN submitted the official request in a letter dated 02 May. The missive provides a range of critiques about the ICC, accusing it of 
meddling with domestic Kenyan affairs and undermining security in East Africa. A senior diplomat familiar with the request told Reu-
ters, “The letter from the Kenyans is slightly bizarre because they are actually asking the Security Council to do something that  it has 
no authority to do.” The UNSC can defer an ICC case for one year under Article 16 of the Rome Statute, but dismissing a case is out-
side the purview of its authority. “It is a backdoor attempt to politicise the judicial processes of the court”, said Fatsou Bensouda, the 
Court’s chief prosecutor. News of the UNSC request broke days after Kenyatta met UK Prime Minister David Cameron. Kenyatta 
travelled to London between 06 and 08 May to attend a Somalia stabilisation conference, according to BBC. Kenyatta pledged contin-
ued support for the new Somali government while insisting on resettlement of refugees housed in the Dadaab refugee complex, calling 
the situation “untenable”, informs The Star. The complex, on the Kenyan border with Somalia, provides shelter and services to over 
500,000 displaced Somalis. Several political rights groups, including the Center for Policy and Conflict, condemned an invitation ex-
tended to Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta to attend the conference because of his ICC indictment. However, BBC notes the strategic 
importance of Kenya to both the UK and Somalia, and the diplomatic challenges that would be posed by barring Kenyatta’s participa-
tion. In addition to housing 500,000 Somali refugees, Kenya contributes 5,000 troops to the African Union’s peacekeeping mission in 
Somalia (AMISOM).  
 

Somalia 
The UNSC approved a resolution on 02 May to establish the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) to facilitate 
state building and governance, reports UN News Centre. The mission will open offices in Mogadishu beginning 03 June 2013, for an 
initial mandate of one year. It replaces the fifteen-year-old political mission in the country, which maintained the chief objective of 
establishing a permanent government. It will complement the AMISOM peacekeeping engagements that aim to route al Shabaab mili-
tants and stabilise the country. According to the UN, “The core function of the new United Nations mission would be to act as an ena-
bler, assisting the Federal Government of Somalia to create the political and strategic environment in which peacebuilding could pro-
ceed”. In other UN developments, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon announced that Nicholas Kay will serve as Special Representative 
for Somalia. Kay, a UK diplomat, has held ambassadorial posts in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Sudan and was the Afri-
ca Director for the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office before accepting the Somalia post. 
 

The UK hosted a much-anticipated donor stabilisation conference for Somalia on 07 May, at which 54 countries pledged over USD 

300 million to support the new Somalia Federal Government (SFG), according to Voice of America (VOA). Participants articulated an 

assistance package that will contribute money for weapons, security training assistance, and governance programmes aimed at 

strengthening the rule of law and civil society. At the conference, President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud also pledged to support efforts 

for the prevention of sexual violence, an issue increasingly raised by rights groups, such as Human Rights Watch, as a major epidemic 

in Somalia. The AP reported on 12 May that incidents of rape have increased dramatically in Somaliland, a region which normally 

enjoys higher levels of security than the rest of the country. 
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