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Press Release 
 

EU grants €3.6 million to increase Bangladesh's resilience to natural disasters 
 
The Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department of the European Commission 
(ECHO), is providing €3.65 million (approx. BdT 373 million) to help vulnerable 
communities in Bangladesh reduce the risks arising from recurring floods, cyclones and other 
natural disasters. The funds will be used to better prepare both schools and communities in 
rural and urban settings for disasters, in partnership with local stakeholders and authorities.  
 
Close to 600,000 people across Bangladesh will benefit directly from these activities, funded 
under ECHO’s seventh Disaster Preparedness Action Plan (DIPECHO) for South Asia. The 
larger objective is to scale-up and duplicate Disaster Preparedness mechanisms in areas at 
risk, thus providing long-term benefits and safety to concerned populations. 
 
"Every year hundreds of thousands of people in Bangladesh are affected by extreme weather 
events that severely test their ability to fight back", said William Hanna, Head of Delegation 
for the European Union in Bangladesh. "With our continued funding for disaster risk 
reduction activities, we want to ensure that vulnerable communities are better able to prepare, 
withstand and recover from external shocks. Because being better prepared for disasters is the 
best way to save lives".  
 
The different projects will be implemented by three consortia, respectively led by Action Aid, 
Save the Children and Caritas – organisations with considerable experience of working with 
vulnerable communities in Bangladesh. Great focus will be put on local ownership and 
capacity building in order to ensure future implementation by local stakeholders.  
 
The Action Aid-led National Alliance for Risk Reduction and Response Initiatives (NAARI), 
a group of six NGOs, will implement the project “Building a Disaster Resilient Bangladesh” 
that will target unions in  Sathkira, Khulna, Gaibanda, Sirajganj and Kishoregonj districts as 
well as wards of the cities of Dhaka and Sylhet.  
 



Developing and Strengthening Humanitarian Assistance and Risk Reduction Initiatives 
(DeSHARI), a Save the Children-led consortium of four organisations, will strengthen the 
safety of schools in Khulna, Barguna, Satkhira, Patuakhali and Netrokona districts.  
 
The Caritas-led project will help scale up communities’ preparedness to natural disasters in 
Satkhira and Khulna districts of Bangladesh, for example by developing community-based 
early warning plans and protecting village infrastructure.  
 
Finally, a South Asia regional project "INCRISD South Asia: Inclusive Community 
Resilience for Sustainable Disaster" implemented by Handicap International, Action Aid and 
Oxfam will also cover Bangladesh.  
 
Since 2001, ECHO has allocated over €12 million through its DIPECHO programme to 
Bangladesh for disaster risk reduction activities.  
 
Background ECHO  
 
The European Union as a whole is the world's biggest donor of humanitarian aid. Together, 
Member States and European Institutions contribute more than half of the official global 
humanitarian aid. 
 
The European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department’s (ECHO) 
contribution is the direct expression of the European solidarity with people in need all around 
the world. Since it was established in 1992, it has provided over €15 billion in humanitarian 
assistance to victims of conflict and disasters in 140 countries around the globe. Over the last 
five years ECHO's annual budget has averaged €1 billion. In 2012 alone these funds reached 
nearly 150 million of the world's most vulnerable people in over 80 countries.  
 
In 2013, ECHO has allocated €11 million to address humanitarian needs in Bangladesh.  
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