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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 25 March – 08 April 2013, 

with hyperlinks to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For more information 

on the topics below, or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the members of 

the Afghanistan Team by visiting www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg. 

 

 
 

Economic Development                             Nekia Lane►nekia.lane@cimicweb.org 

 

ndia and Afghanistan are pursuing trade agreements to facilitate the flow of goods and 

balance trade. The Indian government has agreed to waive tariffs on more than 460 import-

ed Afghan goods, reports Tolo News. The Afghan Ministry of Commerce announced the 

removal of tariffs on Afghan exports to India, adding that a delegation of Indian trade special-

ists is advising Afghan producers and traders on how to meet Indian market demands. Last 

year, total trade topped USD 500 million; however, India’s exports to Afghanistan accounted 

for USD 400 million with only USD 100 million generated from Afghanistan’s exports to In-

dia. Further, agreements designed to increase trade in the region via Iran’s port city of Chaba-

har are being finalised between India and Iran, reports Bakhtar News. Chabahar port, located 

72 km west of Pakistan’s Gwardar port is of considerable economic and strategic importance to 

India, as it provides the nation greater access to the markets of Central Asian states through 

Afghanistan.  

In other trade and investment news, Afghan President Hamid Karzai met with senior members 

of the Qatari Businessmen Association (QBA) in Doha on 30 March to discuss increased rela-

tions between Afghanistan and Qatar, according to the Gulf Times. Karzai is reported to have 

stressed the abundant available investment opportunities in his nation for Qatari investors, 

claiming that many sectors are proven to provide large, rapid returns – specifically banking, in-

frastructure, transportation, tourism and hotels, power generation and natural resources. “Af-

ghanistan is not only one of the fastest growing economies in the world, we are the richest 

country as well. The country’s underground resources are valued at approximately USD 3 tril-

lion-13 trillion, according to estimates made by the US Geological Survey,” Karzai told at-

tendees, further highlighting that the banking sector has taken off in the last 10 years and now 

boasts deposits of nearly USD 4.5 billion. Chairman of the QBA, Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim al-

Thani, stated that Qatari businessmen are keen to invest in the proposed sectors, and proposed 

that a delegation visit Afghanistan in order to gauge the details and logistics of such invest-

ments. Addressing the potential investors, Karzai highlighted multiple indicators of Afghani- 
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Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 India eliminates export tariffs to facilitate trade with, and through, Afghanistan.  

 Karzai meets Qatari businessmen to discuss investment opportunities. 

 Tensions between Afghanistan and Pakistan around the Durand Line intensify.  

 President Karzai visits Qatar to discuss peace process.  

 Russian officials meet partners for discussing military assistance to Afghanistan. 

 The Afghan Ministry of Counter Narcotics says the opium production is on the rise.  

 Lack of transport infrastructure is an obstacle to foreign investments’ feasibility. 

 The number of Afghans seeking asylum abroad increases due to future uncertainty.  
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http://www.gulf-times.com/Qatar/178/details/347520/Karzai-seeks-Qatari-investments
http://www.gulf-times.com/Qatar/178/details/347520/Karzai-seeks-Qatari-investments
http://thepeninsulaqatar.com/business/231389-qatari-businessmen-keen-to-invest-in-afghanistan.html
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stan’s recent development, including the rise in per capita income from USD 180 to USD 1,000 over the last 10 years, increased rates 

of education and one of the fastest growing telecommunications sectors in the world, with over 19 million mobile phone users. 

The Afghan Ministry of Finance asked donors to honour aid pledges to Afghanistan, noting that the only countries which have dis-

bursed pledged aid include Austria, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Japan, Kuwait, Lithuania, New Zealand, Singapore, Sweden 

and the UK, writes Tolo News. The ministry statistics indicate that of USD 8 billion pledged by donors, less than USD 7 billion was 

disbursed between March 2011 and March 2012.  

Officials from Da Afghanistan Bank (DAB), the nation’s central bank, have announced the production and pending circulation of up 

to AFG 100 billion (USD 20 million) in new banknotes, according to Tolo News. According to Khan Afzal Hadawal, First Deputy of 

DAB, the British company Delarue, will print the currency and replace older banknotes in accordance with the demands of the Afghan 

market over the next five years. According to recent reports, there are between 146 and 162 billion afghani in circulation. According 

to bank officials, the new banknotes will display additional security markings in an effort to curb counterfeit production of the national 

currency. This follows a wave of complaints from Kabul business owners concerning the influx of fake notes in the marketplace. 

Additional news regarding economic development in Afghanistan from the last two weeks is presented below:  

 The Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA) has announced the allocation of about 100 new investment licences spe-

cifically designed to attract investors in the mining, industrial, and agricultural sectors, reports Tolo News. The AISA proposal 

for expansion of license provisions is still awaiting government approval. The proposal includes significant benefits to inves-

tors, including tax exemptions for ten years, free land, and the elimination of tariffs on raw materials for those who invest USD 

1 million or more over the next two years.  

 Afghanistan’s Parliament summoned eleven ministers to appear before for a second time regarding their failure to spend over 

50% of their development budgets in 2011, including ministers of economy, commerce, defence, interior, water and energy, ur-

ban development, education, mining, anti-narcotics, higher education, and information and culture, reports Tolo News. The 

management of each department’s funds was called into question last year; however, action was not taken to ensure accounta-

bility or subsequent repercussions. Controversy has reigned over the mishandling of state funds, as Parliament engages in de-

bates regarding transparency and undertakes votes of confidence for the ministers in question. Most recently, Minister of Mines 

Waheedullah Shahrani and Minister of Information and Culture Sayed Makhdom Raheem received the vote of confidence from 

parliament. 

 Price reports and traders state that rates of rice and flour have increased while the prices of sugar, ghee, petrol, diesel and gas 

have dropped as the solar year in Afghanistan comes to a close, according to Pahjwok Afghan News. Haji Fazal Rahman, head 

of the Food Traders’s Union, announced that the price of a 24 kg bag of rice rose from AFG 1,300 to AFG 1,680 while the 

price of 49 kg of flour increased from AFG 990 to AFG 1,150. Rahman claims a 50 kg bag of sugar, previously priced at AFG 

1,730 is now at AFG 1,650; while 5 kg of ghee has fallen from AFG 420 to AFG 400. Prices of petrol, diesel, and gas de-

creased over the month of March, with petrol dropping from AFG 66 to AFG 57, diesel going from AFG 64 to AFG 57, and gas 

falling from AFG 60 to AFG 45. Similarly, prices of gold have shown a downward trend with the price of one gram of Arabian 

gold sliding from AFG 2,250 to AFG 2,200, and the Iranian variety selling for AFG 1,800, down from last week’s AFG 1,900.  
 

 

Governance & Rule of  Law            Katerina Oskarsson►katerina.oskarsson@cimicweb.org 

 

The Afghan government demands that Pakistan cease the construction of a Pakistani border checkpoint along the Durand Line, which 

separates the two countries, describing the activities along the border as unilateral, “provocative and unacceptable”, reports The Wall 

Street Journal. Afghanistan’s Deputy Foreign Minister Jawed Ludin voiced “grave concern” over the construction taking place near 

Goshta district of Nangarhar province, stating that such activities are “against all accepted international norms”. Aizaz Ahmad 

Chaudhry, the spokesman of Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the border post did not encroach on Afghan territory. In re-

sponse, an Afghan official retorted that any activity along the Durand Line must be agreed by both sides. This latest dispute comes 

after presidential spokesman Aimal Faizi accused Pakistan of seeking to undermine the peace process with the Taliban by imposing 

unacceptable pre-conditions in exchange for its cooperation, which include severing Kabul’s ties with India, sending army officers to 

Pakistan for training, and signing a strategic partnership, adds Tolo News. Meanwhile, Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Jawed Ludin 

told Reuters that the Afghan government is shocked and disappointed by “the depth of Pakistan’s complacency” toward the Afghan 

peace process, adding that Afghanistan is prepared to work without Pakistani assistance on reconciliation despite acknowledgment 

that Pakistan is considered vital to Afghan stabilisation due to links with insurgent groups. The Afghan government is reportedly con-

cerned that Pakistan is trying to side-line it in peace efforts by facilitating Taliban communication with the opposition parties. Ludin 

also stated “Pakistan’s concept of the peace process is one that will reverse the achievement of the last 10 years that will negate the 

centrality of the Afghan state, […] what they would like is again a fragmentation of the Afghan state.” Denying the accusations, Paki-

stan issued a  statement on 29 March stating “Pakistan is whole-heartedly supporting and facilitating the peace process without any 

conditions or preference for any particular group or party,” quotes Tolo News. Earlier in the same week, a senior Pakistani Foreign 

Ministry official accused Karzai of being “the biggest impediment to the peace process” due to his provocative statements, writes 

Reuters. Exacerbating the tensions, the Afghan government also cancelled the country’s participation in a military exercise in Pakistan 

http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=7046
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/10010-central-bank-to-print-afghani-banknotes-worth-2-bn-officials-
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/10010-central-bank-to-print-afghani-banknotes-worth-2-bn-officials-
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistan-prints-200bn-afghani-banknotes-242/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/10050-aisa-investment-offer-attracts-investors-
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/10050-aisa-investment-offer-attracts-investors-
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9873-parliament-to-re-summon-11-ministers-over-2011-budget-
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9873-parliament-to-re-summon-11-ministers-over-2011-budget-
http://www.wadsam.com/minister-of-mines-and-minister-of-information-and-culture-receive-the-vote-of-confidence-2323/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/food%20prices.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/food%20prices.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Gold.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Pakistan%20Border%20Post.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9958-afghan-govt-repeats-claim-of-pakistans-unacceptable-demands
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/27/afghanistan-pakistan-idINL3N0CJ9QS20130327
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9958-afghan-govt-repeats-claim-of-pakistans-unacceptable-demands
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/24/us-pakistan-afghanistan-idUSBRE92N0KJ20130324
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in reaction to alleged cross-border shelling of Kunar province on 25-26 March. Pakistani Foreign Office spokesman Aizaz Ahmad 

Chaudhry refuted the allegations of shelling, writes Pakistan Today.    

In related news, Karzai met with Qatari emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani during a two-day visit to Qatar to discuss plans for 

opening a Taliban office in Qatar’s capital Doha, which would serve as neutral ground for potential peace negotiations, writes Al 

Jazeera. Afghanistan’s embassy in Doha, however, refused to unveil any details about the visit, adds Reuters. Karzai reportedly 

agreed with Qatari  Taliban liaison office under the condition that the Taliban discontinues all its ties with the al-Qaeda and renounces 

violence, with Karzai spokesperson Aimal Faizi stating “[The office] can only be an address where the armed opposition sit and talk to 

the Afghanistan government,” quotes Khaama Press. Meanwhile, in reaction to Karzai’s visit, Taliban spokesman Zabihulah Mujahid 

stated “if Karzai visits, it is not our concern.” Following the visit, Mujahid confirmed “nobody from the Taliban side met with Kar-

zai,” quotes The Guardian. The Taliban, who deny the legitimacy of the Afghan government, repeatedly refused to have direct contact 

with Karzai. In a related story, Tolo News reported that during his visit, Karzai softened his position on the Taliban and downplayed 

its negative image by noting that the Taliban have never been a “preventative element” in Afghanistan’s economic progress. He also 

said that since members of the Taliban came from all over the world, he expects them at some point to return to their countries of 

origin.  

A group of women lawmakers, civil society and media professionals and government staff intend to submit a proposal to the Afghan 

parliament outlining ways to protect women’s rights in the upcoming presidential election scheduled for April 2014, reports Tolo 

News. The group aims to secure gender quotas for the presidential, parliamentary and provincial council elections, with support from 

the Afghan ministry of women’s affairs and the gender committee of the Independent Election Commission (IEC). Women’s rights 

activists also insist that the IEC should include more women in its staff. Parliamentary member Farida Nikzad stated “We don’t want 

our rights to fall victim on the path of misdeeds. It is essential to have this proposal considered in the election law.”  

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared over the past two weeks, including those below: 

 According to Afghan President Hamid Karzai, Taliban leader Mullah Mohammad Omar could run for president in the elections 

set for April 2014, reports Dawn. In an interview with the German daily Süddeutsche Zeitung, he stated that the Afghan consti-

tution apply to all Afghans and “the Taliban also should benefit from it.” He further noted that the two sides have “sporadic 

contacts.”  

 On April 07, the IEC reiterated its commitment to ensure the timeliness and constitutionality of next year’s presidential and 

provincial elections, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. This statement comes amid talks that opposition parties have been alleged-

ly discussing a delay in the election.  

 Afghanistan became a member of the Democracy and Human Rights Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Union during the 

Union’s 128
th

 Assembly held in Ecuador, with Fakhunda Zahra Naderi winning the seat on behalf of Afghanistan, reports 

Khaama Press. “After this Afghanistan must be given a chance to take part in the international affairs and have a role in the 

global decision making process and providing solutions to international crisis,” stated Naderi. 
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                Francois Van Loven►francois.vanloven@cimicweb.org 
 

egarding post-2014 long-term international commitments in Afghanistan, Moscow-based RIA Novosti agency reports that 

Russian Ministry of Defense (MoD) officials plan to meet with NATO, European Union (EU), Organization for Security and 

Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) and national defence representatives.  The 

meeting is set to take place in Russia and will focus on the deployment of Russian army maintenance bases in Afghanistan. The Rus-

sian bases should play an assisting role to the Afghanistan National Security Forces (ANSF) to keep their material in a serviceable 

state after 2014, reports The Christian Science Monitor. However, The Hindu reports that the Anatoly Antonov, Russian Deputy De-

fense Minister strongly refuted any plans concerning the deployment of military bases in the country. The minister said that the Rus-

sian Federation simply remains open to any Afghan official requests for strengthening its armed forces. Meanwhile, New Europe high-

lights statements by the Russian foreign minister in February 2013 that his country would not deploy military forces in dangerous 

territories. Bloomberg reports that the current US administration is studying different options for the status of US troops in Afghani-

stan after 2014. According to the source, US officials might consider maintaining a presence of between 8,000 and 13,000 troops. 

General Dempsey, the top US Commander, arrived in Afghanistan on 06 April to discuss that issue, reports Radio Free Europe/Radio 

Liberty (RFE/RL). Turkey also pledged to continue training Afghan troops after 2014 pending a request from Afghanistan, Khaama 

Press adds. Likewise, Stephen Smith, Australia’s Defense Minister, confirms that Australia will withdraw two-thirds of its troops 

(1,000 to 1,550 personnel) from Uruzgan province by the end of 2013, reports The Guardian. In addition, New Zealand should with-

draw its contingent of 145 troops from Bamian province by the end of April 2013, says The Washington Post. According to the Asso-

ciated Press, the move comes five months earlier than initially planned. One News adds that 27 defence personnel should remain in 

Kabul, including three Special Air Service (SAS) members. The Budapest Business Journal also reports that the Hungarian troops 

should leave Mazar-e Sharif in the coming days following a visit from Hungary’s defense minister. 

Regarding the logistical operations underway to transport NATO military equipment out of Afghanistan, EurasiaNet reports NATO 

Deputy Secretary General Alexander Vershbow said that the Russian logistics centre in Ulyanovsk is not an economically viable op-

tion. Vershbow stated that the countries comprising the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) are studying the most advanta-

R 

https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunar.aspx
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/03/28/news/national/pakistan-concerned-by-continued-ttp-presence-in-afghanistan/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2013/03/201333085839412631.html
http://in.reuters.com/article/2013/03/31/afghanistan-karzai-qatar-idINDEE92U03A20130331
http://www.khaama.com/mullah-mohd-omar-could-run-for-presidential-election-karzai-1538
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9976-karzai-softens-on-taliban-ahead-of-doha-office-opening
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/10028-women-professionals-form-body-for-political-representation
http://dawn.com/2013/04/02/mullah-omar-can-contest-afghanistan-election-says-karzai/
http://outlookafghanistan.net/national_detail.php?post_id=7035
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-joins-the-inter-parliamentary-union-ipu-1654
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=osce&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CC8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.osce.org%2F&ei=cldkUeaENpi14AP43YDIDw&usg=AFQjCNEQJgVUZtbYW_eYWKnkbhdR_NW5gA&bvm=bv.44990110,d.dmg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=osce&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CC8QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.osce.org%2F&ei=cldkUeaENpi14AP43YDIDw&usg=AFQjCNEQJgVUZtbYW_eYWKnkbhdR_NW5gA&bvm=bv.44990110,d.dmg
http://en.rian.ru/world/20130327/180287510/Russia-NATO-to-Discuss-Afghanistan-Maintenance-Bases-.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2013/0401/Russia-going-back-to-Afghanistan-Kremlin-confirms-it-could-happen?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+feeds%2Fworld+%28Christian+Science+Monitor+%7C+World%29
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/no-russian-bases-in-afghanistan-defence-chief/article4585239.ece
http://www.neurope.eu/article/russia-may-establish-new-afghanistan-bases
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-04-03/obama-opacity-on-afghanistan-seen-risking-strong-taliban.html?
http://www.rferl.org/content/top-us-commander-dempsey-afghanistan/24949419.html
http://www.khaama.com/afghanistan-and-turkey-close-to-finalize-strategic-pact-1544?
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/mar/26/australia-withdraws-afghanistan-troops
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Uruzgan.aspx
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/new-zealand-withdraws-its-troops-from-afghanistan-grants-afghan-interpreters-residency/2013/04/04/46a4f702-9d7b-11e2-9219-51eb8387e8f1_story.html?
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Bamian.aspx
http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/A/AS_AFGHANISTAN_NEW_ZEALAND_WITHDRAWAL?SECTION=HOME&SITE=AP&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
http://tvnz.co.nz/national-news/official-visit-brings-end-kiwi-effort-in-afghanistan-5394164
http://www.bbj.hu/politics/hungary-to-pull-out-of-afghanistan-this-week_65328
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/66766?
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geous transportation networks based on commercial feasibility and are considering more cost-efficient alternatives via Pakistan, Uz-

bekistan or Kazakhstan. Another alternative route might traverse Azerbaijan and Georgia as Azeri and Georgian officials consider 

offering NATO use of the Baku-Tbilisi-Kars railway, write Azerbaijan Press Agency and Trend. Turkish Today’s Zaman reports that 

Germany sent an additional eighty military personnel to Trabzon to coordinate the shipment of military equipment out of Afghanistan. 

The source adds that Germany plans to use the city as a logistics hub and will station 300 personnel during the two-and-a-half year 

long shipment operation. 

Despite its efforts to fight illegal heroin production in the country, the Afghan Ministry of Counter Narcotics (MoCN) told RFE/RL 

that the illegal opium cultivation has increased this year. The Ministry assesses that local producers are about to use 157, 000 hectares 

of land for illegally producing opium, which represents 3,000 hectares more than the last year. The Ministry mainly blames the lack of 

security, the lack of alternatives for farmers and the widespread poverty as the main explanatory factors. Countrywide, Helmand prov-

ince booked last year the highest number of drug smuggling cases with almost 18% of all cases coming from the area, according to the 

annual report released by the MoCN, Tolo News says. Afghan authorities plan to destroy 15,000 hectares of poppy field this year in 

the whole country, reports Khaleej Times.  

Other security-related news from Afghanistan and the region is summarised below: 

 On 25 March, The New York Times reports that eight Taliban suicide bombers attacked an Afghan National Police (ANP) head-

quarters in Jalalabad city (Nangarhar province) killing five officers and wounding four. On 01 April, an Afghan teenager fatally 

stabbed a US serviceman in the same area, says The Washington Post. The Taliban conducted one of their bloodiest operations 

in years in Farah on 03 April, leaving 56 people dead, according to Trust-Reuters. On 06 April, six Americans were killed in 

two separate attacks in Kandahar, reports Trust. The casualties include three US soldiers, a US diplomat and a civilian employ-

ee of the US Department of Defense. On 07 April, unknown gunmen murdered the provincial council chief for eastern Paktia 

province, reports Khaama Press. On 08 April, a roadside bomb killed nine civilians riding on a public bus in Wardak province, 

reports The Washington Post.  

 A country-wide Afghan and ISAF-led operations left 52 Taliban members dead, 45 wounded and 21 arrested on 27 March, 

writes CNN. On 30 March, joint ANSF-ISAF operations resulted in the arrest of a Haqqani-affiliated leader in Khost and a Tal-

iban commander in Kandahar, Tolo News reports. According to Khaama Press, Afghan Security agencies prevented a major 

explosion plot targeting the Salam water dam located in Herat province on 31 March. During the operation, the Afghan security 

agencies seized 1,300 kg of explosives. The same source says that the ANSF cleared the Wardoj district in Badakhshan prov-

ince from insurgents after a three-day-long ANSF-led operation left 80 militants dead. According to Tolo News, ISAF and 

ANSF troops killed the Taliban leader of Kunar province along with eleven other insurgents on 06 April.  

 A NATO helicopter strike killed nine Taliban fighters and two children in Ghazni province during a joint Afghan-NATO opera-

tion on 30 March, reports RFE/RL. According to a NATO spokesman, the helicopter struck after the Taliban launched an attack 

on an ANP patrol. In a separate report, Khaama Press says that a NATO airstrike killed at least four Afghan police members 

and two civilians in the same province on 04 April. On 07 April, high intensity fights between US-backed Afghan forces and 

Taliban in Kunar Province left twenty people dead, including eleven children killed by a NATO airstrike targeting a Taliban 

leader, mentions The Washington Post.  
 

 

Social & Strategic Infrastructure                                  Rainer Gonzalez ►rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org 
 

 recent article by Zachary Keck for The Diplomat reviews how Afghanistan will struggle to exploit the valuable resources 

tapped under its territory. A recent US Department of Defense and the US Geological Survey mapping project estimated there 

are at least USD 1 trillion-worth of mineral and natural resources in Afghan soil. This year, the state-owned China National 

Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) will start exploiting the oil reserves in the Amu Darya Basin and will reach a rate of 40,000 barrels 

per day by 2014. Likewise, next May, Afghanistan will auction several deposits of iron ore, gold, copper and oil. However, Keck 

states that the investments are not straightforward due to lack of security and, most importantly, due to the lack of transport infrastruc-

ture in the country. In order to make the Amu Darya investment profitable for the CNPC, the Afghan government is discussing a trans-

it agreement with an undisclosed northern neighbouring country (either Tajikistan, Turkmenistan or Uzbekistan) to transport the oil to 

China, and possibly to other markets. Afghanistan already signed a memorandum of understanding with Tajikistan and Turkmenistan 

for a proposed railway linking the three countries and other Eurasian countries.  

The construction of Almar Dam in Faryab province ceased a few months ago due to the conflict between the Afghan and Tajik com-

panies in charge of implementation, writes Wadsam. The disputes between the two companies revolve around the division of the work. 

Faryab governor Mohammadullah Batash highlights the importance of the project for the economy of the agriculture-dependent prov-

ince which requires water for irrigation. Nonetheless, the Afghan firm blames the delay on the lack of site security  as well as unpaid 

remittances for completed works by the government. The dam was designed to irrigate 30,000 hectares of land; the Ministry of Energy 

and Water will fund its construction. Similarly, residents from Jaghatu district in Wardak province are complaining about delays in the 

reconstruction of Band-e Sultan dam, reports Wadsam. The dam’s history spans more than 1,000 years and its reconstruction would 

provide irrigation for 15,000 hectares and electricity for 50,000 families. Government officials have reportedly blamed insecurity in 

the region for the delay; nevertheless, locals claim they have reached an agreement with the Taliban, who have guaranteed they will 

A 

http://en.apa.az/news/190407?
http://en.trend.az/regions/scaucasus/georgia/2136010.html
http://www.todayszaman.com/news-311700-more-german-troops-arrive-in-trabzon-to-coordinate-military-shipments-from-afghanistan.html?
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghanistan-opium-production-rising/24944825.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Helmand.aspx
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9957-helmand-tops-list-of-drug-smuggling-provinces
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not interfere in the construction of the dam. In similar news, Governor 

Daud Shah Sabah said that nearly 80 per cent of construction works in 

Salma dam are complete. The Salma dam project, implemented by M/S 

WAPCOS Ltd, is one of two large projects funded by India; the second is 

the construction of the Afghan parliament building. The construction of 

Salma dam started in 2006 and was halted several times due to insecurity.  

Directorate for Security (NDS) in coordination with the Afghan National 

Security Forces recently prevented a plot targeting the Salma dam (see 

the Security and Force Protection sector). 

Benefits of energy and irrigation projects are illustrated in the recently 

inaugurated irrigation scheme supported by the German Agency for In-

ternational Cooperation (GIZ) and implemented in coordination with the 

Afghan Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock, writes Wadsam. 

The project, which will benefit 2,200 people in Baghlan province, com-

prises 22 small irrigation schemes that will facilitate the irrigation of 640 

hectares and a 20 per cent increase in yields for farmers. In addition to the 

physical infrastructure, the formation and training of water user associa-

tions reduce conflicts over water resources.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged over 

the past two weeks, including those summarised below: 

 Tajikistan’s state-owned energy company Barki Tojik announced it 

will double electricity exports to Afghanistan up to 1.1 KW per 

hour, highlights Wadsam. Exported through the 220 KW transmis-

sion lines of Sangtooda – Pul-e Khumri, the electricity costs USD 3.5 cents per KW. The increase in exports will commence 

from mid-April throughout the summer when Tajikistan can produce more hydropower electricity as a result of the snowmelt. 

Tajikistan also committed to exporting up to 100 MW of electricity for the next winter.  

 The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) will provide USD 68 million to the Afghan Ministry of Education (MoE) to 

build schools and provide trainings countrywide, reports a MoE press release. The training will be provided in 2,270 schools 

and will focus on continuing education for 555,000 female students.  

 The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) office in Tajikistan hosted an extracurricular day for thirty 

Afghan and Tajik students with engineering and natural sciences background on hydrology and environment cooperation in the 

Upper Amu Darya River Basin, reports an OSCE press release. The acting head of the OSCE office in Dushanbe, Hans Peter 

Larsen, emphasised the importance of involving young people, “in particular university students, in activities that will have in-

fluence on their future, such as environmental protection and water management”. 

Uncertainty after 2014 withdrawal of foreign troops is 

forcing an increasing number of Afghans to flee the 

country and take the risky journey abroad to seek 

asylum, reports Voice of America. The preferred des-

tination is Australia although many only reach Indo-

nesia. The asylum seekers tend to be young and edu-

cated, with plenty of work experience and ability to 

pay as much as USD 20,000 for the journey. Some of 

the perils these asylum seekers face include travelling 

secretly in unsafe boats where hundreds die each year 

from starvation and drowning. Despite these risks, 

Interpol Head at the Afghan Ministry of Interior 

Aminullah Amarkhil said there are evidences indicat-

ing that the number of Afghans leaving is increasing. 

He adds: “Huge numbers of Afghans are busy work-

ing with [international] troops, around 40,000 to 

50,000. […]They speak English and know how to use 

computers well. When NATO leaves, these people 

will not only be jobless, but those who have worked 

with military organizations or NGOs think it will be 

dangerous for them to stay in the country.”  

 

Humanitarian Update 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/77pc%20of%20work%20on%20Salma.pdf
http://www.nzweek.com/world/afghan-govt-foils-terror-attack-against-dam-detains-terrorist-57303/
http://www.wadsam.com/2300-families-profit-from-new-irrigation-infrastructure-in-baghlan-province-5645/
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Baghlan.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/tajikistan-to-double-electricity-export-to-afghanistan-3424/
http://moe.gov.af/en/news/18800
http://www.osce.org/tajikistan/100442
http://www.osce.org/tajikistan/100442
http://www.voanews.com/content/afghan_asylum_seekers_surge_as_western_troops_prepare_withdrawal/1632473.html


 

 

 

09 April 2013  Page 6 
 

 

  

 “A to Z Guide to Afghanistan Assistance 2013”, Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, April 2013. 

 “Good” water governance models in Afghanistan: Gaps and Opportunities”, Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, March 

2013. 

 “The human qualities needed to complete the global eradication of polio”, World Health Organisation, April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 14”, OCHA, 01-31 March 2013. 

 “Pakistan Humanitarian Bulletin Issue 13”, OCHA, 01-31 March 2013. 

 “Humanitarian Snapshot: Pakistan – Complex Emergency and 2012 Floods”, OCHA, 01 March - 04 April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan: Humanitarian Assistance Programme (HAP) Weekly Summary Report”, IOM, 28 March – 03 April 2013. 

 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Cash Support”, WFP, April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Emergency Support to Agriculture”, WFP, April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Food Security Agriculture Cluster”, WFP, April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Emergency Support to Livestock”, WFP, April 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Food Distribution”, WFP, April 2013.  

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC is not 

obliged to print information regarding publications it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted 

for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

 
www.cimicweb.org afghanistan@cimicweb.org facebook.com/cimicweb.org 

 
ENGAGE WITH US 

Recent Maps  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A%20to%20Z%202013%20Final_web%20version.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan_fsou_03_2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/The%20human%20qualities%20needed%20to%20complete%20the%20global%20eradication%20of%20polio.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MHB%20March%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20Pakistan%20Issue%2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAK691_Pakistan_Humanitarian_Snapshot_v8_A4_20130329.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-humanitarian-assistance-programme-hap-weekly-summary-report-28-march
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_CashCoverage_FSAC_Q1_2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/afghanistan/afghanistan-who-does-what-where-3ws-emergency-support-agriculture-fourth-quarter
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_PartnerCoverage_FSAC_Q1_2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_EmerAgriCoverage_FSAC_Q1_2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_FoodCoverage_FSAC_Q1_2013.pdf
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://www.cimicweb.org/
mailto:afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://www.facebook.com/cimicweb.org?sk=ap_14167664298
http://www.facebook.com/cimicweb.org?sk=ap_14167664298

