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This document provides an overview of developments in Afghanistan from 12 February – 25 February 

2013, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue and underlined in the text. For 

more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to events in Afghanistan, contact the 

members of the Afghanistan Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg.   

 

 
 

Economic Development              Nekia Lane ► nekia.lane@cimicweb.org 

 

shraf Ghani Ahmadzai, Head of the Afghan Transition Commission, said that Afghani-

stan might face significant threats if attention is not given to the country’s economic 

situation, highlights Wadsam. Ahmadzai highlighted the rising youth population, the 

widespread unemployment and the lack of investment opportunities as the primary setbacks. 

Regarding youth unemployment, he said: “Sixty percent of our population is below the age of 

30. We are well aware that our young generation can have both a positive impact and a nega-

tive impact on the society. We need to work to save our young generation. This generation has 

the capability to bring a positive change to the country.” In addition, the fluctuation of the af-

ghani could pose a serious challenge, as it will likely lose a significant part of its value against 

other foreign currencies once the international aid dries up. According to Ahmadzai, the un-

folding of the economy could be a more important factor than security for the success of the 

transition process in Afghanistan. As a result, the Afghan Transition Commission calls on the 

international community to assist with the establishment of a robust economy, focusing on cre-

ating opportunities for both Afghan and foreign investors.  

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) announced the launching of 

the Assistance in Building Afghanistan by Developing Enterprises (ABADE) Programme, ac-

cording to a USAID press release. The aid agency, along with its partner in the project VE-

GA/IESC, has designed the initiative based on the notion that small and medium enterprises 

(SMEs) are a critical tool for Afghanistan’s economic development. SMEs are widely recog-

nised as drivers of productivity and innovation, leading to job creation and economic growth 

by stimulating entrepreneurship in developing countries. ABADE highlights the significant un-

realised potential of women and youth in entrepreneurial ventures due to lack of opportunity 

and resources, and collaborates with the private sector to attract investment while driving busi-

ness productivity. The programme comprises the following three working parts that together 

are designed to promote business growth and employment: i) Public-private alliances (PPAs) 

with Afghan SMEs and innovation partners; ii) Technical assistance and advisory services to 
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Highlighted Topics          ►Clicking the links in this list will take you to the appropriate section. 

 The Transition Commission says economic situation needs more attention.  

 USAID launches a programme to develop small and medium enterprises. 

 Afghan civilian casualties down by 12%; attacks on government staff up by 700%. 

 No consensus reached on the number of foreign troops in post-2014 Afghanistan. 

 Hundreds of Afghani and Pakistani civil society leaders will meet in April 2013. 

 Around 300 insurgents joined the peace process in Balkh province. 

 The Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline will be completed in 2015 and the TAPI by 2017-18. 

 A new dam to irrigate 68,000 acres will be built on the Farah River. 

 

 

http://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistans-economic-issues-must-be-seriously-considered-ahmadzai-989/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghanistans-economic-issues-must-be-seriously-considered-ahmadzai-989/
http://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/abade-program-launched-support-afghan-businesses
http://www.vegaalliance.org/newvega/vegas-work/where-do-we-work-2/afghanistan-abade/
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Afghan alliance partners and related SMEs to ensure the success of the PPAs; and iii) Business enabling environment support to re-

move administrative and regulatory barriers to business success. Specific USAID targets for the programme include generating USD 

180 million in private sector investment, creating 46,000 full-time jobs, and forming 365 public-private alliances. The ABADE pro-

gramme will be implemented for four years and is intended as a mechanism to strengthen Afghanistan leading up to, and beyond, the 

US withdrawal in 2014.  

The World Bank will allocate AFG 21 million to the Afghan provinces of Kunduz, Laghman, and Ghor to provide vocational training 

for 960 participants, says Wadsam. The disbursement is part of a World Bank-funded project, which has been in effect since 2008, to 

increase the number of immediately-employable Afghans by providing a high quality Technical Vocation and Education Training 

system. Afghan Deputy Minister of Labor and Social Affairs, Dr. Hesamuddin, has stated that 320 individuals from each province will 

undergo training in a range of fields, including electrical wiring and the repair of refrigerators, cars, telephones, solar panels and air 

conditioners as well as carpet weaving, livestock, tailoring and blacksmithing. Participants who complete six months of training in a 

particular field will subsequently receive a three-month internship, providing work experience and the opportunity to apply newly-

developed skills. As part of the nation’s professional skills development programme, its focus will include women and the disabled 

along with other unemployed Afghans. “One of the main reasons of unemployment in Afghanistan is the lack of vocational individu-

als. We are trying to provide vocational training to unemployed workers to enable them enter the labour market,” said Hesamuddin. 

The overall cost of the six-year Afghanistan Skills Development Project totals USD 36 million and will conclude 30 June 2014. Simi-

larly, the World Bank will fund USD 120 million for the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock to develop horticulture pro-

jects in different provinces countrywide. In total, about 50,000 acres of land will be converted to gardens under the project.     

Luxembourg has become Afghanistan’s highest per capita donor after recently providing more than USD 660,000 to the World Food 

Programme (WFP) in Afghanistan, reports a WFP press release. As the first country to donate to the WFP Afghanistan programme in 

2013, Luxembourg has now contributed a total of USD 2.9 million over the last three years, or roughly USD 5 from each citizen. The 

contributions will help fund WFP efforts to support the Afghan economy through the purchase and distribution of locally-produced, 

high-energy biscuits in schools. The WFP School Meals programmes in Afghanistan work to target school attendance and short-term 

hunger by providing daily micronutrient-enriched biscuit snacks to students, and by distributing take-home rations of vegetable oil to 

female students as incentives for attendance.  

International support for Afghanistan has grown in response to expected transitional hurdles over the next several years, as pledges for 

economic assistance are announced. Subsequent to a meeting between Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg and Afghan presi-

dent Hamid Karzai, Norway has announced it will increase economic assistance to Afghanistan by EUR 101 million, reports Khaama 

Press. The funds will be awarded conditionally based upon the Afghan government’s ability to deliver positive results with regard to 

transparency, good governance, and human rights. Similarly, Luciano Pezzotti, Italian ambassador to Afghanistan, has announced 

Italy is pledging EUR 600 million in aid to western Herat province, according to Pajhwok Afghan News. The money is allegedly for 

Afghan force training and reconstruction projects over the next three years. Khaama Press has reported that Australia will commit an 

additional USD 100 million to an existing commitment of USD 300 million in transitional aid to Afghanistan, following a meeting 

between Australian Defence Minister Stephen Smith and Afghan President Hamid Karzai. Furthermore, Austria’s foreign minister has 

met with his Afghan counterpart Zalami Rassoul to confirm the provision of EUR 18 million over three years to assist security forces 

beginning in 2014, reports Wadsam.  

The last of four meetings between Afghan and Iranian officials has come to an end in Kabul, concluding with a signed agreement be-

tween the two nations regarding trade cooperation, according to an article by Tolo News. Iranian ministry officials have announced 

that as a part of the agreement, Afghanistan gains membership in the International Road Transport Convention, an agreement of trade 

regulations that dictate the flow of goods along international transit routes. As such, visa requirements for Afghan traders will be sim-

plified and truckers will be granted entry to the Persian Gulf and Europe through Iran. “By the implementation of these agreements, 

we are trying to solve the transit problems that come between the two countries,” said Jariullah Mansory, Afghan Deputy Minister of 

Transport and Aviation.  

Additional economic development issues from the last two weeks are summarised below: 

 The prices of sugar, rice, gold and cedar wood have decreased in the Afghan capital of Kabul, citing international market trends as 

the likely cause, reports Pajhwok. A 50-kilogram bag of Pakistani sugar decreased from AFG 1,700 to AFG 1,620, while the cost 

of Pakistani rice fell from AFG 3,360 to AFG 3,300. One gram of Iranian gold has dropped to AFG 1,900 from last week’s AFG 

2,000, with Arabian gold decreasing from AFG 2,400 to AFG 2,350. The cost of 560 kg of cedar wood fell from AFG 6,800 to 

AFG 6,600.  

 An influx of counterfeit money is making its way into Kabul’s primary financial market (Sarai Shahzada), claims Wadsam. Resi-

dents and money exchangers in the nation’s capital have reported an increase in the use of forged currencies, hurting business and 

having a detrimental impact on the economy. Government officials and citizens alike believe that fake afghanis, US dollars, euros 

and rupees are making their way into Afghanistan from neighbouring countries such as Pakistan and Iran.  

 The High Afghan Entrepreneur’s Advisory Board has requested that the Ministry of Finance waive taxes on the 3,000 containers 

that have been stopped at the Karachi port for the last three months, reports Afghan Times. Traders continue to incur losses after 

paying a demurrage of USD 150 per day for each vehicle over the past three months.  
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CDAQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fafghanistan.usaid.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdocument%2FDocument%2F2557%2FFact_Sheet_ABADE_Dec_2012&ei=jhAsUf7oK6LXyAGC_IHwBA&usg=AFQjCNHt7AB3qr1OzERxOQgVDBwf7u4h7A&sig2=6ZNrRgKVNCwzp4riOhYITA&bvm=bv.42965579,d.aWc
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kunduz.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Laghman.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
http://www.wadsam.com/world-bank-to-fund-vocational-trainings-in-afghanistan-2342/
http://www.wadsam.com/world-bank-to-fund-vocational-trainings-in-afghanistan-2342/
http://www.worldbank.org/projects/P102573/afghanistan-skills-development-project?lang=en
http://www.wadsam.com/world-bank-pledges-usd-120mn-for-horticulture-projects-in-afghanistan-987/
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/five-dollars-person-luxembourg-highest-capita-donor-wfp-afghanistan-0
http://www.wfp.org/school-meals
http://www.khaama.com/norway-pledges-e101-million-in-annual-aid-to-afghanistan-1396
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2013/02/19/italy-pledges-600m-euros-over-next-3-years
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
http://www.khaama.com/australia-pledges-100-million-in-annual-aid-to-afghanistan-1398
http://www.wadsam.com/austria-donates-18mn-euros-to-afghanistan-3453/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9433-iran-welcomes-afghanistan-in-international-transit-convention
http://www.wadsam.com/forged-money-flooding-kabul-markets-232/
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/news_details.php?id=2645&&cid=1
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Governance & Rule of  Law                    Katerina Oskarsson  ►  katerina.oskarson@cimicweb.org 

 

n 24 February, the Afghan National Security Council announced that the coalition forces would be permitted to remain in Af-

ghanistan beyond 2014, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. However, their post-2014 presence would be conditional on “an 

agreement and if the Afghan government deems their presence necessary,” said presidential spokesman Aimal Faizi. In related 

news, during the same NSC meeting, Afghan President Karzai allotted US Special Forces two weeks to withdraw from central Ward-

ak province following a growing number of citizens’ complaints charging the US Special Forces and a group of Afghans working with 

the forces from harassing and torturing people, reports Huffington Post. The decision came several days after Karzai barred all Afghan 

security forces from calling on NATO air strikes in residential areas in an effort to limit civilian casualties. In response to the allega-

tions, ISAF spokesman Jamie Graybeal confirmed that “over the past few weeks there have been various allegations of [c]oalition 

forces conducting themselves in an unprofessional manner in [the province]”, quotes Pajhwok. According to The Wall Street Journal, 

the coalition is investigating the allegations. 

The Afghan Ministry of Finance refuted the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR)’s latest quarterly re-

port findings that corruption, combined with the lack of Afghan government capacity to effectively spend foreign aid, continues to 

impede reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan, reports Wadsam. In response to the report, the Afghan Finance Ministry spokesman, 

Wahidullah Tawdihi, insisted that the Afghan government’s capacity to expend foreign aid more effectively and transparently has 

improved. Tawdihi noted that governmental entities have been more effective in appropriated foreign aid compared to non-

governmental organisations (NGOs). Specifically, he noted that NGOs have spent only 15 per cent of aid effectively and transparent-

ly, whereas the Afghan government spent 85 per cent effectively. In related news, presidential spokesman Aimal Faizi adds that con-

tracts concluded with private companies and NGOs constitute the main source of corruption since they are reportedly awarded “on the 

basis of nepotism and cronyism,” reports Wadsam. This comes after the US government has agreed to fund up to fifty per cent of its 

aid through the Afghan government.   

According to an Afghan governmental official, the number of prisoners detained in Afghanistan has increased by thirteen times, from 

2,000 in 2003 to 26,000 inmates in 2012, a 20 per cent annual increase over 10 years, reports Pajhwok. In an interview, the general 

director of Afghan prisons, Brig. Gen. Amir Mohammad Jamshidi, told Pajhwok that the majority of the inmates consisted of political 

prisoners, criminals and smugglers. There are reportedly also 650 women amongst the prisoners. Jamshidi further noted that the Pul-e 

Charkhi prison, the largest detention facility in Afghanistan, houses 7,000 inmates and the conditions in the prison are rapidly worsen-

ing as the prisoner numbers increase. According to one inmate detained at Pul-e Charkhi, there are frequent power and water shortages 

and minimal access to life-saving drugs and doctors. While acknowledging the issues, Jamshidi attributed the power shortages in the 

prison to over-consumption by prisoners using heavy heaters. He further noted that several new prisons have been built, with the US 

reportedly planning a reconstruction of the Pul-e Charkhi site.  

On 21 February, USAID’s Women in Government Internship Program celebrated its third anniversary, reports Khaama Press. Since 

its inception in 2010, the internship programme has placed more than 440 females in internships with Afghan government agencies as 

well as private and other public institutions in Kabul, Balkh, Herat, and Nangarhar provinces. Thus far, 77 per cent of women who 

completed the programme gained full-time job placement. Current and former interns can also utilise assistance offered by the Women 

in Development Association which provides women with additional opportunities to expand their capacity, according to a USAID 

press release. Currently, female employees constitute less than twenty per cent of the Afghan government’s staff, with the Afghanistan 

National Development strategy envisioning female employment in the government reaching at least thirty per cent by end-2013.  

Preparations have been underway for a Friendship Association meeting of hundreds of civil society leaders from Afghanistan and Pa-

kistan to be held in April in Kabul, reports Pajhwok. The goal of this Afghanistan-Pakistan gathering is to bolster regional cooperation 

as well as to promote personal contacts and diminish misperceptions between citizens of the two countries. A leader of the Pakistani 

Awami National Party (ANP), Afrasiab Khattak, who will head up the Pakistani delegation, told Pajhwok that advancement of com-

mon interests, such as regional stability and economic growth, represent some of the key objectives of the association. Founded in 

December 2011, the association has previously held several meetings in Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta and Karachi. 

A group of sixteen insurgents, led by Khan Gull alias Haji Mir, a Taliban shadow chief of Deh Dad district, laid down their weapons 

and joined the government-led peace and reconciliation process in northern Balkh province after five years of fighting, reports Pajh-

wok. Khan Gul noted that the decision to join the peace process came after he “realized that [they] are killing innocent people in an 

unjust war.” According to the provincial peace council, around 300 insurgents have joined the peace and reconciliation process in 

Balkh province over the last eighteen months, writes Tolo News. 

A number of other articles related to governance and rule of law appeared over the past two weeks, including those below: 

 According to an Afghan governmental official, up to fourteen million Afghans will be provided with computerised national identi-

ty cards within one year, reports Pajhwok. The issuance of the ID cards will commence at 54 registration centres in Kabul in 

March, said Deputy Interior Minister Mirza Mohammad Yarman. A senior official from the Afghan Ministry of Information Tech-

nology explained that while the ID cards could be counterfeited, the card holders’ fingerprints and eye scans will be saved in the 

central database to prevent fraud.  

O 

https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/NSC.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/24/afghan-karzai-us-troops-leave-wardak-province_n_2754361.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Wardak.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Wardak.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/NSC.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424127887323384604578324361080865802.html
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-government-dismisses-sigars-report-on-afghanistans-corruption-989/
http://www.wadsam.com/afghan-government-dismisses-sigars-report-on-afghanistans-corruption-989/
http://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2013-01-30qr.pdf
http://www.wadsam.com/contracts-awarded-to-ngos-are-the-roots-of-corruption-232/
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Prisoners.pdf
http://www.khaama.com/women-in-government-internship-program-celebrates-three-years-of-success-1254
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Balkh.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Herat.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Nangarhar.aspx
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov/en/USAID/Article/2924/Women_in_Government_Internship_Program_Celebrates_Three_Years_of_Success
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Civil%20society.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Kabul.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/16%20militants.pdf
http://tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9518-talibans-shadow-district-governor-joins-peace-process
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/14m%20Afghans.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/14m%20Afghans.pdf
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 The Taliban reportedly detained and whipped a man and woman accused of having an extra-marital relationship, writes Tolo News. 

Specifically, the man was whipped 27 times in front of the local mosque in Korgin village of Charsadda district, and the woman 

was allegedly lashed 40 times in her home. The Taliban also ordered temporary deportation of the two victims. 

 In reaction to a UN report revealing torture and abuse of detainees during interrogations, Afghan President Hamid Karzai issued a 

decree on 16 February mandating instalment of cameras in all interrogation facilities that will enable videotaping the interrogation 

process, reports Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.  

 The Afghan appeals court upheld its prior decision to sentence a man who raped a five-year-old girl in northern Balkh province to 

the death penalty, writes Pajhwok.  
 

 

Security & Force Protection                                    Katerina Oskarsson  ►  katerina.oskarson@cimicweb.org 
 

ollowing a two-day meeting involving defence ministers of International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) nations and Afghan-

istan,  as well as representatives from the United Nations and the European Union, the Afghan Defence Minister Gen. Bismillah 

Mohammadi noted that the participants did not reach a consensus on the exact number of foreign troops remaining in post-2014 

Afghanistan, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. However, The Guardian reports that the NATO nations’ defence ministers are consider-

ing maintaining 8,000 to 12,000 international troops in post-2014 Afghanistan. In related news, NATO Secretary General Anders 

Fogh Rasmussen noted that the number of the Afghan security forces could be kept at a higher level for longer than initially planned, 

with the exact level being contingent on the security situation on the ground, writes Reuters. Meanwhile, The Guardian adds that the 

defence ministers discussed an option of maintaining the Afghan forces at their peak level of 352,000 personnel until 2018. Under 

initial plans, the size of the Afghan force to be funded by NATO allies would be slashed to 230,000 at a cost of about USD 4.1 billion 

a year after 2014. If endorsed, the change could add more than USD 2 billion a year to NATO nations’ combined expenditures, since 

the cost of funding the Afghan force of 352,000 amounts to about USD 6.5 billion a year, with the US providing about USD 5.7 bil-

lion of the amount. According to a senior NATO official, maintaining the larger force level could demonstrate NATO’s continuous 

commitment to Afghanistan as well as enhance the confidence of Afghan forces. According to Rasmussen, a final decision on how 

long Afghan security forces will be kept at the peak level has not yet been made, writes Reuters.  

In related news, Reuters reports that NATO is contemplating holding a summit in June 2013 “to mark the milestone in Afghanistan; 

the fact that we will have handed over lead responsibility to the Afghans all over Afghanistan,” said Rasmussen. He further noted that 

a mid-year summit could serve as a platform to decide on the NATO-led training mission in post-2014 Afghanistan. This news comes 

following US President, Barack Obama’s announcement that about a half of the current US force in Afghanistan, or some 34,000 

troops, would be withdrawn from Afghanistan by early 2014. 

According to an annual report by the UN Assistance Mission to Afghanistan 

(UNAMA), Afghan civilian casualties have decreased by 12 per cent from around 

3,131 in 2011 to 2,754 in 2012; the first time drop in casualties since 2006, reports 

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. The reduction is mainly attributed to limited 

ground engagement of civilians, and a drop in suicide attacks by insurgents as well 

as numbers of aerial operation, details a UNAMA press release. There has been a 

total of 14,728 of Afghan civilian casualties over the past six years. Despite the drop 

in civilian casualties, insurgent attacks on government staff, tribal elders and local 

leaders spiked by 700 per cent in 2012. Moreover, the number of female injuries 

and casualties in the conflict increased by 20 per cent in 2012, according to 

Georgette Gagnon, Director of Human Rights for UNAMA. In related news, 

Khaama Press reported that the Taliban dismissed conclusions of the UNAMA re-

port which attributed more than 80 per cent of Afghan civilian casualties to the in-

surgents. Specifically, the UN report stated that 2,179 civilian casualties and 3,952 

injuries were caused by the insurgents; a 9 per cent increase compared to 2011. 

Blaming most of the civilian casualties on the ISAF and Afghan forces, the Taliban denounced the UNAMA report as biased and as 

distorting the exact extent of collateral damage caused by aerial operations conducted by the international forces.  

On 23 February, Afghan forces assumed responsibility for security in seven districts of western Ghor province, completing the securi-

ty transition of the province from the coalition forces, reports Afghanistan Times. While praising the smoothness of the transition, a 

province’s governor, Syed Anwar Rahmati, voiced concerns over an insufficient level of Afghan forces remaining in Ghor. Pointing to 

a worsening security situation in the province, Rahmati called for air support from international troops, deployment of a battalion of 

public order police as well as an army brigade and 1,000 Afghan Local Police members to support a current force of 1,500 Afghan 

police members and an army battalion currently stationed in Ghor. Presently, there are reportedly 124 illegal armed groups operating 

in the province, with a provincial council head, Fazal Haq Ihsan, noting that “so far, no action has been taken against [these groups] 

and rebels.” 

 

 

F 

Interested in the 2013 
Kenya Elections? 

The CFC’s Mediterranean Team is pleased 
to announce the launch of its 2013 Kenya 

Elections webpage providing detailed cover-
age of the upcoming Kenya Elections in 

March 2013. At that page you will be able to 
read news pertaining to the preparation and 
the results of the elections along with rele-

vant research reports and reviews of the 
Kenyan political system. 

 

http://www.tolonews.com/en/afghanistan/9503-taliban-whip-man-and-woman-in-ghor-province
http://www.rferl.org/content/karzai-cameras-interrogation-facilities/24904456.html
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/Death%20sentence.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Documents/News/ANSF%20to%20stay%20at%20peak.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/22/us-troops-afghanistan
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/us-afghanistan-rasmussen-idUSBRE91J13F20130220
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/feb/22/us-troops-afghanistan
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/us-afghanistan-rasmussen-idUSBRE91J13F20130220
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/02/20/us-afghanistan-rasmussen-idUSBRE91J13F20130220
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Report%202012.pdf
http://www.rferl.org/content/afghan-civilian-casualties/24906188.html
http://unama.unmissions.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=OmUF_Tujd5I%3d&tabid=12254&language=en-US
http://unama.unmissions.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=OmUF_Tujd5I%3d&tabid=12254&language=en-US
http://unama.unmissions.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=OmUF_Tujd5I%3d&tabid=12254&language=en-US
http://www.khaama.com/taliban-dismiss-un-report-on-civilian-casualties-in-afghanistan-2212
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/news_details.php?id=2644&&cid=1
https://www.cimicweb.org/AfghanistanProvincialMap/Pages/Ghor.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Pages/Kenya_Election.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Pages/Kenya_Election.aspx
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In other security-related news from Afghanistan and its region: 

 Seventeen insurgents in total were killed in different districts of Logar, Herat and Badghis provinces on 20 February, reports Pajh-

wok. In a separate operation, a Haqqani network commander and two other militants were killed in the Qala Naw area of Charkh 

district in Logar.  

 In related news, Pajhwok reported that additional twenty insurgents, including three suicide bombers were killed in a separate op-

eration in eastern Laghman and southern Ghazni province on 20 February. According to Sarhadi Zwak, a governor’s spokesman 

from Ghazni province, four villages had been cleared of militants as result of the operation. A Taliban spokesman, however, con-

firmed the loss of only three insurgents.  

 In a separate incident, 25 Taliban insurgents were killed and 30 injured in a series of operations in Kapisa province, reported Pajh-

wok on 19 February.  

 According to UNAMA, the number of US drone strikes in Afghanistan increased from 294 in 2011 to 506 in 2012, reports The 

Guardian.  

 According to an official from US President Obama’s administration, the Pentagon plans to slash the number of US forces in Af-

ghanistan to about 60,500 by the end of May 2013 from the current 66,000 US troops; then further reduce them to 52,500 by No-

vember; and subsequently withdraw 20,500 troops over the winter, reports The Guardian. According to the US Defence Secretary, 

Leon Panetta, the US would keep the 34,000 US forces through the Afghan elections scheduled for 05 April 2014, and then com-

plete the withdrawal toward the end of 2014. 
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he construction of the Pakistani portion of the Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline began on 20 February and, according to the latest 

reports, will take up to 22 months to be completed, says The Diplomat. At the end of January 2013, both countries established a 

joint construction company to build the section on Pakistani soil. Iran will provide USD 500 million and Pakistan USD 1 bil-

lion to complete the 781 km stretch. The Iranian section, stretching from South Pars gas fields to the Pakistani border, is almost com-

plete. In Pakistan, the pipeline will travel through the unstable Baluchistan to Islamabad’s energy grid, with a potential extension to 

China or India in the future. Pakistan is suffering a severe energy crisis with a shortfall of electricity of 5,000 MW per day, despite the 

fact that one third of the population does not have access to the electricity grid. In this regard, access to natural gas is crucial as Paki-

stan is highly dependent on it for manufacturing and transportation. Indeed, the United States has publicly opposed the development of 

the IP pipeline as Pakistani companies acquiring Iranian gas fall under the US sanctions. Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

told congress in 2012: “We believe that actually beginning the construction of such a pipeline, either as an Iranian project or as a joint 

project, would violate our Iran sanctions law.” US Department of State spokesperson Victoria Nuland recently added the US govern-

ment “understands that Pakistan has significant energy needs and requirements, but there are other long-term solutions to Pakistan’s 

energy needs that we would believe would have better potential for success.” By “other long-term solutions” Nuland meant the Turk-

menistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline, the feasibility of which inspires mistrust due to the security situation in 

Afghanistan. Regarding the TAPI, the Indian Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas confirmed it will be operational by 2017-2018, 

although the construction works have not yet begun, writes The Business Standard.   

In a recent press conference, the mayor of Kabul City, Mohammad Yunus Nawandish, reviewed all the achievements of the munici-

pality during the 2012-2013 period as well as the forthcoming developments, reports a United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghani-

stan (UNAMA) press release. “We constructed 70.3 kilometres of road, six canals with the length of 2.97 kilometres, 138.2 kilometres 

of sanitation water channels, 172 small bridges, 2.4 kilometres of protection wall along the river basins and installed 518 square me-

tres of railing along footpath,” said Nawandish. Other developments were achieved through European Union and Japanese Interna-

tional Cooperation Agency (JICA)-funded projects as well as the Kabul Solidarity Programme. The priorities for the next year are to 

build 42.1 km of road and 106,299 square metres of footpath. Moreover, Nawandish highlighted that the level of dust particles in Ka-

bul was reduced from 250 to 190 microgrammes. According to Nawandish, the municipality is planning the construction of two tun-

nels, one specifically for public transportation and the other for common traffic. The World Bank has agreed to fund a feasibility study 

of this project. Providing Kabul with a proper network of services, considering that seventy per cent of the city is unplanned develop-

ment, will take decades, according to Nawandish. Also in Kabul, the Afghan Minister of Urban Development Affairs signed contracts 

with two Turkish companies to build a housing scheme at a cost of USD 80 million, highlights Pajhwok Afghan News. The new 

scheme consists of 15-floor buildings and will provide housing for 1,000 families. 

The Afghan Minister of Energy and Water and the chief of the Afghanistan branch of the Pakistani firm National Engineering Ser-

vices Pakistan (NESPAK) signed an agreement for the design of the Farah river dam in Farah province, reports Pajhwok. The new 

dam, located in Bakhshabad area, will be 81m high and store more than one billion cubic metres to irrigate 68,000 acres as well as 

generate 27 MW of electricity. The dam will be located in The Farah Rud River, which originates in the Band-e Bayan Range and 

flows 560 km to the Helmand swamps at the Afghanistan-Iran border. NESPAK will complete the design of the project in 18 months 

at a cost of USD 4 million, but no information regarding the completion date of the USD 500 million project was provided. In further 

news, in the water resources management sector, a delegation of Afghan officials from the Ministry of Energy and Water (MEW) met 

with Turkmen officials in Ashgabat to discuss the implementation of previously reached agreements regarding the management of 

T 
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shared water resources, highlights Trend. Turkmenistan and Afghanistan share transboundary water resources of the Murghab and the 

Hari rivers. Both countries seek coordinated approaches to efficiently use water resources and ensure environmental protection.  

A number of other social and strategic infrastructure issues emerged over the past two weeks, including those summarised below: 

 Turkish engineers are developing Afghanistan’s building codes to ensure standard construction of buildings and infrastructures, 

says Wadsam. The USD 2 million project has been funded by Harakat, a non-governmental organisation that helps with the devel-

opment of business environments in the country. 

 The United Arab Emirates-based telecommunications service provider Etisalat Afghanistan has signed an agreement with the Af-

ghan government preceding the launch of the nation’s first 4G network, reports Tolo News. The 4G network will provide a service 

five times faster than the current 3G technology. 

 Ghazni city preparations for the next year’s celebration of the Centre for Islamic Culture and Civilisation, awarded by the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, have entered the final stretch, writes Wadsam. Several shrines and min-

arets are being reconstructed and a new Ghazni Information and Cultural Development centre is being completed.  

 

 

  

 “Natural Hazards Update”, UNOCHA, February 2013. 

 “Access Restricted: A review of remote monitoring practices in Uruzgan Province”, Save the Children, November 2012. 

 “Early Warning Update”, Early Warning Information Working Group, January 2013. 

 “Afghanistan Country Program Evaluation 2002-11”, Independent Evaluation Group, World Bank, February 2013. 

 “Quarterly Report to the United States Congress”, Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, February 2013. 

 “Humanitarian Bulletin. Issue 12”, UNOCHA, February 2013. 

 “Humanitarian Assistance Programme. Weekly Summary Report”, IOM-USAID, 13 February 2013. 

 “Humanitarian Assistance Programme. Weekly Summary Report”, IOM-USAID, 20 February 2013. 

 “MAPA Newsletter: January 2013”, Mine Action Programme of Afghanistan, January 2013. 

 “Afghanistan Annual Report 2012. Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict”, UNAMA-UNOHCHR, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan Price Bulletin February 2013”, Famine Early Warning System Network, February 2013. 

 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Disaster Reduction”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Cash Support”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Emergency Support to Agriculture”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Food Security Agriculture Cluster”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Rural Rehabilitation”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Emergency Support to Livestock”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Farm Development/Livelihood Support”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Who Does What Where. Food Distributions”, WFP, February 2013. 

 “Afghanistan. Natural Disasters-induced IDPs in 2012”, IOM-USAID-IMMAP, February 2013. 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like a publication to appear here, please send all relevant details to Afghanistan@cimicweb.org. The CFC is not 

obliged to print information regarding publications it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted 

for publication in the “Afghanistan Review” newsletter should be relevant to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 

Recent Readings & Resources  

 
www.cimicweb.org  afghanistan@cimicweb.org facebook.com/cimicweb.org 

  
ENGAGE WITH US 

Recent Maps  

http://en.trend.az/regions/casia/turkmenistan/2120124.html
http://www.wadsam.com/training-to-afghan-architects-on-construction-codes-434/
http://www.tolonews.com/en/business/9505-etisalat-granted-4g-licence-in-afghanistan
http://www.wadsam.com/ghazni-speeding-up-its-development-schemes-232/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Natural%20Hazards%20Update%204-10%20February_1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Access%20Restricted%20Save%20the%20Children.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan%20Early%20Warning%20Update%20Report%2036%20January%208%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghan_eval_full.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2013-01-30qr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20Afghanistan%20Issue%2012%20%2001%20%E2%80%93%2031%20January%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Assistance%20Programme%20Weekly%20Summary%20Report%207%2013%20February%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%20Assistance%20Programme%20Weekly%20Summary%20Report%2014%20-%2020%20February%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Mine%20Action%20Programme%20of%20Afghanistan%20Newsletter%20January%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Annual%20Report%202012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan_2013_02.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_DRRCoverage_FSAC_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_CashCoverage_FSAC_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/afghanistan/afghanistan-who-does-what-where-3ws-emergency-support-agriculture-fourth-quarter
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_PartnerCoverage_FSAC_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_RuralRehabilitationCoverage_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_EmergencySupportLivestockCoverage_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_FarmDevLivelihoodSupportCoverage_Q4_2012.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/3Ws_PartnerCoverage_FSAC_Q4_2012.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/afg/Map%20Repository/Natural%20Disasters-induced%20IDPs%20in%202012.pdf
mailto:Afghanistan@cimicweb.org
http://www.cimicweb.org/
mailto:afghanistan@cimicweb.org
facebook.com/cimicweb.org
facebook.com/cimicweb.org

