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August 14, 2012 

In Focus: Insecurity on Egypt’s Sinai 

 
 

Following Egypt’s January 2011 revolution, the coun-

try’s Sinai Peninsula has become increasingly lawless. 

When demonstrators in Cairo defeated police forces in 

January 2011, many police fled their stations in Sinai 

leaving a security vacuum that has continued to engulf 

the peninsula. Over the last year, Sinai police faced 50 

attacks, with 30 targeting the Rafah Central Security 

Forces station. During the same period, Egypt’s natural 

gas pipelines, carrying fuel to Israel and Jordan, have 

been bombed 14 times. Egypt’s Sinai experienced its 

most deadly attack in decades on 05 August when mili-

tants killed 16 Egyptian security guards close to the Ra-

fah border with Israel. The violence has been concentrat-

ed in the North Sinai governorate, where it is difficult to distinguish whether tribal resistance or Is-

lamist militancy is responsible for attacks. According to the Washington Institute, the three primary 

sources of insecurity in the Sinai are Bedouin tribes, jihadists, and Gaza-based terrorist groups. 
 

Approximately 80,000 members of the Bedouin ethnic group, comprising 10 to 13 different tribes, 

live in Sinai. The North and South Sinai governorates mark traditional borders between the largest 

Bedouin tribes, with the Tawara confederacy in the South and the Tiyaha and Terabin groups in the 

North, informs the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Sinai Bedouin hold long-standing 

grievances with the Egyptian government which arise from underdevelopment of the region and a 

lack of economic opportunity, with over 50% of Bedouins living in poverty. (continued on page 10)
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Algeria 

Three Algerian guards were killed by unidentified gunmen near the Moroccan border on 03 August, reports Agence France-Presse 

(AFP). Later, on 04 August, AFP noted that a fourth Algerian guard died from injuries sustained in the attack. Local newspapers 

noted that the gunmen were suspected of belonging to a smuggling network. 

 

Bouguerra Soltani, president of the Algerian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood, known as Movement of Society for Peace (MSP), 

warned that “Algeria has postponed its spring, but it hasn’t cancelled it”; if the rulers of the country do not make reforms, a popular 

uprising is very likely, informs Alakhbar. 

 

Libya 

Gunmen kidnapped a seven-member delegation of the Iranian Red Crescent in Benghazi on 31 July, according to AFP. The delega-

tion was invited by the Libyan Red Crescent to discuss humanitarian aid cooperation opportunities. The Guardian reported that Ira-

nian officials demanded the release of the captive aid workers while an unnamed security official said that the aid workers are not 

being abused. The kidnappers were, however, interrogating the captives to determine whether their activities are aimed at spreading 

the doctrine of Shia Islam. The Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister and the Secretary-General of the Iranian Red Crescent Society visit-

ed Benghazi on 13 August to discuss the fate of the kidnapped aid workers, according to Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA). In 

other security news, Reuters informs that unidentified gunmen attacked the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) facility 

in Misrata, Libya on 05August. Although there were no injuries in the attack, the ICRC announced that their operations will be tem-

porarily suspended in Misrata and Benghazi citing security concerns. An explosion in Benghazi targeted a military intelligence 

building on 01 August, reports the Associated Press (AP). No injuries were sustained as a result of the blast, but the intelligence 

building and nearby homes were damaged. The explosion followed the storming of a Benghazi jail by gunmen to free Salem al Obei-

di, the suspected killer of former rebel chief Abdel-Fattah Younis.  

 

Libya’s National Transitional Council (NTC) handed over power to the country’s newly-elected congress on 08 August, according to 

Bloomberg. The national assembly’s first action was to elect the former opposition leader Mohammed el-Megarif as president, re-

ports Voice of America (VOA). Egypt and Libya’s finance ministers agreed to institute stricter security measures to deter smuggling, 

reports Bloomberg. Additionally, Libyan Finance Minister Hassan Zilkam indicated that his country wants to strengthen economic 

ties with Egypt.  

 

In humanitarian news, a report published by Harvard University indicates that the weapons and ammunitions from Moammar Gadda-

fi’s regime remain abandoned in Libya and threaten civilian safety, according to AFP. The report called for Libyan authorities to 

secure weaponry remaining from the war, with NATO’s assistance. According to Bloomberg, Libya’s Ministry of Housing will con-

struct 50,000 houses within the next six to 18 months. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports there are an esti-

mated 70,000 to 90,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Libya requiring shelter, and calls for a nationwide survey to determine 

the necessary number of houses and places to build them.  

 

Mali 

In his national address, Mali’s interim president Dioncounda Traore announced the establishment of a High Council of State (HCE) 

for managing the political transition in Bamako, as well as a National Transitional Council (CNT) comprising political party and 

civil society representatives, according to Afriquejet. Also, a National Negotiating Committee (CNN) will be formed, by request of 

the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), to handle the peace talks with the armed rebels in the North of the 

country. Although ECOWAS initially gave Mali a 31 July deadline to establish a unity government or face sanctions, Djibrill Bas-

sole, Foreign Minister of Burkina Faso, announced that Mali may benefit from an extension, according to AFP. Meanwhile, upon his 

return from France, on 13 August President Dioncounda Traore reappointed Prime Minister Cheick Modibo Diarra to his post and 

tasked him to form a unity government in 72 hours, which will address the Islamist threat in the North, informs Reuters.  

 

Some Tuareg separatists are regrouping in Mauritania’s Mbera camp, which hosts 100,000 primarily Tuareg refugees, reports Chris-

tian Science Monitor (CSM). Moreover, young Malian men are training in camps near Mopti, Mali to fight the Islamists controlling 

the northern part of the country, reports New York Times. They lack sufficient weaponry, but are willing to “take on the Islamists”. 

Meanwhile, AFP reports that human rights campaigners claim armed groups in Northern Mali, including Islamists, are using children 

between the age of 9 and 17 as “soldiers, minesweepers, scouts, spies, messengers, look-outs, cooks and sexual slaves in the case of 

young girls”. 
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 Have a question on North Africa?  
Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus coverage. 

Contact us at Med.basin@cimicweb.org or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

Malian youth gathered in the northern city of Gao for a day-long protest against Islamists’ plans to punish a suspected robber by 

amputation on 06 August, reports Reuters. Though the protesters forced the Islamists to reverse their plans, according to the Los 

Angeles Times, another group of Islamists in Northern Mali publicly amputated the hand of a robber in the town of Ansogo several 

days later, reports the New York Times. 

 

Mali’s population is facing high levels of acute malnutrition, reports Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). World Food 

Programme (WFP) estimates 1.7 million people in Mali risk severe hunger due to drought, high food prices, poor terms of trade for 

animals and insecurity resulting from the conflict. Of the 150,000 acutely malnourished children, only 30,000 are undergoing treat-

ment. The extent of malnutrition is difficult to assess in northern regions which are under the control of armed Islamist groups.  

 

Mauritania 

UNHCR has received only 20% of the requested USD 153.7 million funding to help over 380,000 Malian refugees in neighbouring 

countries, informs IRIN. Approximately 90,000 refugees live in Mauritania’s Mbera refugee camp. UNHCR reports that the current 

nutritional status is “satisfactory” in Mauritania, Burkina Faso and Niger but the food shortages anticipated in the upcoming months 

pose a threat of acute malnutrition for host populations and the refugees. The World Bank approved a USD 10 million grant to sup-

port the government’s drought emergency programmes, according to In Audit. The funding will provide fertilisers, livestock vac-

cines, veterinary products, and cereal grains to assist those experiencing food shortages. 

 

Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz announced on Monday that his army will not intervene in Mali; however, Mauri-

tania will take part in the international efforts to restore peace in Mali, according to AFP.  

 

Morocco 

Morocco and France are calling on the African Union (AU) and ECOWAS to consider taking action against Islamists in Mali if di-

plomacy fails, according to Africa Report. Moroccan Foreign Minister Youssef El Amrani said that his country encourages a politi-

cal solution, but if that fails the regional community should consider “other options”.  

 

Nigeria 

Boko Haram denied that Nigerian security forces killed 20 of the group’s members during a raid on a Boko Haram meeting in Mai-

duguri, informs Reuters. Boko Haram spokesman Abu Qaqa said on a teleconference that “[Nigerian forces] only succeeded in kill-

ing civilians. Twenty of us cannot risk sitting in a volatile place to hold a meeting ... It is not possible.” 

 

An attack on a church in Okene in Kogi state killed at least 19 people, including the pastor, and wounded several others on 07 Au-

gust, reports AP. Only a day after the attacks on the church, two soldiers were killed in another attack near a mosque in Okene, ac-

cording to BBC. A 24-hour curfew has been declared in the city. 

 

Boko Haram claimed responsibility for attacks on two police stations in Sokoto and the residence of Vice President Namadi Sambo 

in Zaria on 30 July, informs Agenzia Giornalistica Italia (AGI). In Sokoto, three of the bombers and two police officers were killed 

while over 30 people were wounded. The attacks on the Vice President’s residence claimed the life of one person and wounded two 

policemen. Meanwhile, two of three suspected Boko Haram militants were killed on the Chad border, as they attempted to smuggle 

heavy weaponry and ammunition to Nigeria, reports AFP. The third militant escaped. A four-country multi-national force, estab-

lished to combat the illegal weapons trafficking on the border regions, was credited with disrupting the operations.  

 

Tunisia 

The wording of a new Tunisian draft constitution caused outrage, by suggesting that women are “complementary” to men, according 

to the National. After a panel voted to approve the draft, Selma Mabrouk a member of the centrist Ettakatol party and the parliamen-

tary committee tasked with drafting the constitution said “[t]he ruling seems to break completely with the idea of equality of the 

sexes”.  

 

AFP reports that the state of emergency in Tunisia was extended for a sixth-time. “Marked improvement” in Tunisia’s security situ-

ation, although not yet fully secure, was cited for the short one-month extension.  

 

Journalist and activist Sofiene Chourabi was arrested in Tunisia on 05 August for being “drunk in public”, reports Amnesty Interna-

tional. The arrest came one day after she had called for a protest in front of the Interior Ministry against the ruling Ennahda party, 

for imposing “an increasing number of restrictions on public freedom”. 
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Egypt  

President Mohamed Morsi swore in Egypt’s new cabinet on 02 August, informs Agence France-Presse (AFP). One of the two wom-

en who received appointments is also the only Coptic Christian in the new cabinet. Field Marshal Hussein Tantawi remained head of 

the defence ministry. According to Egypt Independent, members of the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) and/or the Freedom and Justice 

Party (FJP) received positions in the ministries of higher education, youth, housing, information and manpower. Also, on 12 August 

Morsi appointed senior judge Mahmoud Mekki as Egypt’s vice president, according to Ahram.  

 

Egypt’s Shura Council has appointed new editors for state media outlets; many of the appointees have strong Islamist leanings and 

two are known for harsh commentary on religious minorities, according to The Daily News Egypt. The new appointments have 

sparked sharp criticism amongst journalist over fears that the MB seeks to control the press. In other developments, the privately-

owned al Dostour newspaper was raided by security forces on 11 August after being charged with insulting Morsi, reports Egypt 

Independent. Earlier in the week, al Faraeen Satellite television (TV) channel was shut down after owner and television host Tawfiq 

Okasha was accused of inciting viewers to assassinate President Morsi.  

 

Following the 05 August military strikes in North Sinai (see In Focus), President Morsi undertook the reshuffling of Egypt’s military 

leadership, including the commanders of the air force, air defence, and navy. In a bold move, Morsi forced Defence Minister and 

head of the Supreme Council of Armed Forces (SCAF), Field Marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi, along with the military chief of 

staff, General Sami Annan, into retirement effective 12 August, according to the Washington Post. Additionally, Morsi annulled the 

constitutional declaration that provided the military with legislative and budgetary powers. It remains unclear to what degree the 

military has consented to Morsi’s actions. Director of Military Intelligence Colonel General Abdel Fattah al Sisi was announced as 

Tantawi’s replacement; he is known for his involvement in the March 2011 scandal of conducting virginity tests of female demon-

strators in Tahrir and suspected ties to the MB, reports Egypt Independent. While state run news source Ahram reports that Morsi’s 

military reshuffling was broadly supported by political figures, al Masry al Youm suggests that some former members of parliament 

view the move as an attempt by the MB to gain control of the country. Supporters of Tantawi have organised demonstrations in front 

of the Ministry of Defence and at a memorial site in Cairo, reports Egypt Independent.  

 

Following a meeting between Morsi and the Emir of Qatar, Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani, Qatar has announced it will provide a 

USD 2 billion loan to Egypt, reports the Associated Press (AP). Egypt is also seeking a USD 3.2 billion loan from the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) to assist in the country’s economic recovery. In other diplomatic events, President Morsi met with Iranian 

Vice President Hamid Baghaei, marking the first time in decades that a high-level Iranian official has visited Egypt, reports Ahram. 

Renewed relations between the countries are expected to focus on increased bilateral and multilateral cooperation. According to Ah-

ram, Baghaei extended an invitation to Morsi to attend the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) summit in Tehran.  

 

South Sudan 

A report by Auditor General Steven Wondu reveals that the Finance Ministry’s failure to adhere to the country’s Financial Account-

ing and Procedures Ordinance (FAPO) contributed to financial mismanagement in 2007 and 2008, according to the Sudan Tribune. 

The report prompted the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) to conduct interviews with officials from the Finance and National 

Economy Ministry over the financial irregularities. Corruption is one of the biggest challenges for South Sudan with an estimated 

USD 4 billion lost since 2005. Wondu said that “respect for the integrity of the budget remained a worrying challenge”. Meanwhile, 

South Sudan’s Vice President Riek Machar urged the international community to provide financial assistance to the country to off-

set the USD 12 billion it will provide to Sudan as agreed upon in the recent oil deal between the countries.  

 

The South Sudan Human Rights Commission (SSHRC) released its human rights report for 2011, indicating that suppression of free 

speech and expression continues along with arbitrary arrest and the harassment of journalists. The report also found that inter-

communal violence, particularly in the Jonglei state displaced over 200,000 people in an eight-month period. Refugees International 

reports that while South Sudan is officially at peace, women in the country continue to experience physical and sexual violence, in-

cluding forced marriage and abductions. Members of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) are responsible for much of the 

violence. The United Kingdom launched a new programme aimed at preventing sexual violence in South Sudan, informs the Sudan 

Tribune.  

 

Sudan 
Sudanese security forces killed at least 12 protesters on 31 July while breaking-up demonstrations in the town of Nyala in South 

Darfur, reports Human Rights Watch. Government forces used tear gas, rubber bullets and live ammunition, initially killing eight 
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civilians while more died later from their injuries. Sudan’s justice minister established a committee to investigate the deaths. On 6 

August, protests in the town of Rahid al Barad in Darfur against increases in electricity costs turned violent as demonstrators burned 

government buildings, informs the Sudan Tribune. Security forces were needed to disperse the protesters.  

 

Flooding in eastern Sudan and the Darfur region has affected an estimated 14,000 people, informs Sudan Tribune. According to 

Radio Dabanga, those affected in Darfur have yet to receive any humanitarian assistance. Also, in the eastern regions of Sudan, 

AFP reports that flooding has affected at least 1,000 families. United Nations (UN) agencies are working with the Sudanese govern-

ment to provide emergency assistance; however, floodwaters have prevented access to certain villages. According to district chief of 

Kashm el Girba, Yahya Mohammed Ahmed, thousands lost their homes and access to safe drinking water will remain problematic 

as more rains are expected.  

 

According to the African Union - United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) there has been an increase in violence against civil-

ian populations in Kutum, North Darfur. On 01 August, armed men attacked the Kassab internally displaced persons (IDP) camp, 

killing three civilians and one police officer. Similar events have occurred in the town of Kutum, as well as at the Fataborno IDP 

camp. UNAMID has expressed concern over increased violence and responded with the establishment of a 24/7-protection force at 

the camps. UNAMID Force Commander Lieutenant General Patrick Nyamvumba met with leaders from the Kassab camp to discuss 

ways to increase security. Sudanese non-governmental organisations (NGOs) issued a statement that the violence has created 

“dangerous humanitarian conditions requiring urgent intervention to prevent them from worsening”, informs the Sudan Tribune. 

Local residents of Jebel Mara in North Darfur say the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) carried out bombings of their town during the 

week of 06 August, according to Radio Dabanga. Locals report that after the bombings, pro-government militias chased residents 

from their homes and looted their livestock. 

 

Negotiations between the Sudanese government and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - North (SPLM-N) remain stalled over 

political differences, according to the Sudan Tribune. While the two groups reached an African Union-mediated agreement allowing 

for humanitarian access into South Kordofan and Blue Nile, Sudan’s head mediator, Kamal Obeild, remains pessimistic that a com-

prehensive agreement will be reached as Sudan is not willing to make many concessions. SPLM-N seeks an agreement on issues 

related to Darfur, the lifting of the organisation’s ban, the release of political prisoners, and the reinstatement of Malik Agar as the 

governor of Blue Nile  

 

Political and Humanitarian Issues along Sudan and South Sudan Border  
Sudan and South Sudan reached an agreement on 03 August on a long-standing dispute over oil transportation, reports BBC. South 

Sudan agreed to pay Sudan USD 9 per barrel for transportation to Sudan’s ports. Sudan will also receive USD 3 billion in compen-

sation for lost revenue during the suspension of oil production by South Sudan. The agreement is expected to be signed soon but 

will not be implemented until the countries can reach an agreement over border security, informs Reuters. Negotiations will resume 

on 26 August to settle outstanding issues including the disputed border region of Abyei.  

 

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the alarming rates of malnutrition, disease and death 

have begun to stabilise both in Unity state’s Yida camp, located on the border with Sudan, and the Batil camp in the Upper Nile 

state. The rainy season has exacerbated the humanitarian situation, increasing risks of water-borne diseases and hindering transpor-

tation of supplies. South Sudan currently hosts 170,000 Sudanese refugees and the number increases with daily arrivals from South 

Kordofan and Blue Nile. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) may be forced to suspend assistance to over 20,000 

South Sudanese attempting to return to South Sudan. Only 12% of the IOM’s requested USD 46 million has been met and without 

funding for transportation, returnees will be stranded at transit sites.  
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Ethiopia 

Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi will be back in office by mid-September, says Information Minister Bereket Simon in an 

interview with SBS, amidst rumours that he is dead or dying. Mr Meles’ long absence “has sparked a covert succession struggle at 

home and prompted fears farther afield for a future without one of [E]ast Africa’s diplomatic and security linchpins”, writes Finan-

cial Times. The Prime Minister continues to garner international support “despite grave misgivings over his human rights record at 

home”.  
 

Ethiopia won seven medals in the 2012 Olympic Games in London. Three gold medals were won by women competitors in track 

and field events. A total of 35 athletes represented Ethiopia in the games. 
 

Kenya 

The Kakuma refugee camp, located in northwestern Kenya, has surpassed its 100,000 person capacity, reports the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The growing population in the 20-year-old camp is attributed primarily to an influx of 

asylum seekers from Sudan and South Sudan over the past two years, as well as those fleeing conflicts in Burundi, Democratic Re-

public of the Congo, Ethiopia, and Somalia. This growth adds further strain to the availability of water and other limited resources 

for the refugees and the local population in the area. Since the beginning of the year, efforts to supply adequate potable water for the 

refugees has been challenging and the daily recommended water supply can no longer be met. Limited funding has hindered the 

ability to provide shelter, sanitation, education, and healthcare for the growing population.  
 

On 03 August, nine people were wounded when a suicide bomber detonated a grenade, presumably targeting a military base in a 

Somali-dominated area of Nairobi, reports Reuters. Al Shabaab is thought to be responsible for this latest in a string of attacks per-

petrated since the Kenyan military first began pursuing the group in Somalia last October. The incident occurred one day before US 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was scheduled to visit Kenya to strengthen US security ties in the face of growing threats from 

Islamist militants.  
 

The World Bank is partially funding USD 21 million Mombasa port security system, reports Reuters The system, scheduled for 

completion in 2013, will include land and sea surveillance and improved container screening capability to prevent the flow of coun-

terfeit goods, drugs and other contraband through the country’s main port.   

 

Kenya won eleven medals in the 2012 Olympic Games in London. Two gold medals were won by male competitors in track and 

field events, reports MSN. A total of fifty athletes represented Kenya. 
 

Somalia 

The National Constituent Assembly (NCA) adopted Somalia’s Provisional Constitution on 01 August, marking a major milestone in 

the Somalia Roadmap, informs the United Nations (UN) News Centre. The new constitution will provide the legal framework gov-

erning the workings of the new Somali Federal Institutions after 20 August. Two suicide bombers targeted the meeting of the NCA 

on 01 August; one bomber was shot dead by Somali security forces and the other, a suicide bomber, killed himself and injured six 

officers, reports Reuters. 
 

Al Shabaab has claimed responsibility for killing eight Somali government soldiers and wounding two more, when their vehicle was 

targeted by a remote controlled bomb in Mogadishu, reports Reuters. Security forces in the city have been increased due to threats 

by al Shabaab against high-level politicians campaigning for the 20 August presidential election. An African Union Mission in So-

malia (AMISOM) aircraft will provide support to the ground troops and Somali police will receive additional support from Ugandan 

police officers, incorporated into the first AMISOM police unit. AMISOM is urging the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) to 

investigate the recent killings of businessmen, government officials and journalists, and ensure those responsible are brought to jus-

tice.. In the past week, seven people were assassinated in Mogadishu. The UN Political Office for Somalia (UNPOS) strongly con-

demns the killings.  
 

On 03 August, al Shabaab fighters attacked Kenyan military bases in Afmadow, a key Somali government-controlled city, located 

in the central part of Somalia’s Juba region, which borders Kenya, informs Shabelle Media Network (SMN). On 08 August, Kenyan 

military jets bombed an al Shabaab camp near Kismayo port, informs SMN. Kenyan troops also targeted another militant stronghold 

near Biibi village, about 85 km north of the port. Only a few days prior, al Shabaab had imposed an economic embargo, stopping 

vehicles transporting goods from Kismayo port to the militant controlled areas. This was an attempt to hinder supplies to TFG and 

AMISOM troops, writes Somalia Report. However the restrictions are creating addition hardship on the population, which now fac-

es shortages of goods and supplies normally received through Kismayo.  
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An unknown number of Ugandan military helicopters disappeared in Kenyan airspace on 12 August while en route to Somalia to 

reinforce AMISOM troops, reports Reuters. The Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) is investigating the incident. Ugandan 

troops “form the backbone” of AMISOM. 
 

The self-declared autonomous state of Puntland celebrated its 14th anniversary with various festivities in the area, informs Garowe 

Online. Puntland has been active in counter-piracy missions and its extensive security campaign led to the arrest of 53 suspects 

including al Shabaab members, piracy financiers and other people involved in piracy-related activities.  
 

Somalia is set to improve security in the country’s territorial waters by forming national naval forces to patrol its coast, and stop 

“foreign countries and companies from taking Somalia’s resources illegitimately,” said Somali Prime Minister Abdiweli Mohamed 

Ali, according to Mareeg. The national naval forces would require speed boats and warships; the Somali government is requesting 

support from the international community. TFG president Ahmed pledges to offer amnesty to pirates who agree to stop terrorising 

East African seas and release hostages, reports The Telegraph. 
 

An new action plan to end the killing and maiming of children in Somalia was signed by Somali Deputy Prime Minister Hussein 

Arab Isse and United Nations (UN) Deputy Special Representative Peter de Clercq, reported UN News Centre. The first action plan 

signed in July was established to end the recruitment and use of children by the Somali National Armed Forces.  
 

The humanitarian situation in Somalia remains critical one year since a famine was declared, as 2.51 million people are currently in 

crisis and an estimated 1.29 million more risk falling into a crisis state if they do not receive assistance, informs the UN Office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). Some relief organisations have increased their support, but major funding gaps 

persist in the logistics, enabling programmes, food security, nutrition, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sectors.  
 

There is a new initiative to create the first Horn of Africa stock exchange. Experts from the Nairobi Securities Exchange (NSE) will 

assist with the development of the exchange and “help them come up with sharia compliant sukuk bonds and halal equities,” said 

Peter Mwangi, the chief executive of the NSE. The HoA stock exchange is expected to be located in Kenya. 
 

Mogadishu-borne British citizen, Mo Farah, won two Olympic gold medals in London, inspiring a country. There are few opportu-

nities for Somali athletes to train, as the country is insecure and suffers from lack of resources and damaged infrastructure, reports 

the Los Angeles Times. Mogadishu was al Shabaab controlled until last year. Under al Shabaab control, youth in training were told 

they should be fighting a holy war instead of playing sports. Despite receiving death threats, two Somali athletes, Mohamed Hassan 

Mohamed and Zamzam Mohamed Farah participated in the London games. Both athletes plan to return to Mogadishu, denying 

rumours that they would seek asylum in the United Kingdom after the Olympics, reports BBC.  
 

Piracy 

Seven Pakistani hostages from the MV Albedo were released on 31 July, after a ransom of USD 1.2 million was paid, informs So-

malia Report. The Malaysian-owned container ship and its crew of 23 were hijacked on 26 November 2010. One of the released 

hostages, the Pakistani captain, stated they were kept in the brush with no cover, no clothing and with little to no food or water re-

ports Voice of America (VOA). 
 

A Kenyan court sentenced seven Somalis to twenty years in prison, reports Reuters. The pirates were captured by Danish naval 

forces in 2009 after attempting to highjack a Sri Lankan fishing trawler.  

 

In the early morning of 13 August, the boarding team of HNLMS Rotterdam disrupted a suspected pirate group before they could 

launch an attack on a merchant ship. The decisive action was the result of a daylong operation of ships and patrol aircraft from 

NATO and EUNAVFOR. The search for the suspected pirates started five days prior, when Bosaso port authorities reported a pos-

sible hijacking of a dhow. Two days later, the EU Naval Force unit Lafayette located the dhow and determined that the suspected 

pirates had transferred to another vessel, the Bourhan Nour. That dhow was located a day later by another EU Naval Force unit, 

FGS Sachsen. 
 

 
For further information on piracy-related topics please visit our Horn of Africa page. 

* The number of hostages and vessels held can vary from entity to entity. For example, EU and NATO statistics account vessels hijacked for ransom, while IMB 

includes fishing vessels and dhows hijacked for other reasons than ransom.  

Organisation Number of Hostages Vessels Held 

EU NAVFOR/NATO  177 as of 07August 2012 7 

IMB* 212 as of 29 July 2012 11 

Somalia Report 250 as of 07 August 2012 8 
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Syria 

 

Syria has “become an arena for outside meddling” says the International Crisis Group (ICG). Reuters reports that the 17 month-old 

conflict is becoming a proxy-war with large amounts of money and weapons being provided to rebels by regional powers. Addition-

ally, Reuters reported that Qatar, Saudi Arabia and Turkey have established a joint base of operations in Adana, south-eastern Tur-

key, from which to support the Free Syrian Army (FSA). US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced that the United States, in 

conjunction with Turkey, was studying a “range of measures” that included a no-fly zone and called upon leadership to develop op-

erational plans that would support rebel fighters, according to Reuters. Additionally, al Jazeera reports that the bilateral team’s mis-

sion will also provide aid to fleeing refugees and planning for worst-case outcomes that would include a response to a chemical 

weapons attack. Agence France-Press (AFP) reports that the US levied additional sanctions to “expose and disrupt” links between 

Iran , Hezbollah and Syria that continue to support the Assad regime. Meanwhile, a senior Iranian official Saeed Jalili reiterated 

Iran’s steadfast support for the Syrian regime in the on-going conflict and asserted that the Assad regime continues to enjoy popular 

support among many Syrians, according to Reuters. 

 

Kofi Annan’s resignation as the Arab League and United Nations joint special envoy on 02 August undermines prospects for a diplo-

matic solution to the on-going conflict, according to CNN. Shortly after Annan’s announcement, the UN General Assembly over-

whelmingly voted to approve an Arab-drafted resolution that severely criticised the Syrian regime’s use of violence in the uprising, 

reports New York Times(NYT). China, Russia and Iran were three of the twelve nations opposing the passing of the resolution, ac-

cording to Reuters. Meanwhile, on 11 August, the Arab League called an emergency meeting of it members to discuss appointment 

of a successor to Annan, according to al Masry al Youm. The defection of Riyad Hijab, a Sunni Muslim who held the office of Prime 

Minister for a mere 60 days, was further indication of an isolated Assad government increasingly reliant upon an inner core of pow-

erful members of his minority Alawite sect, according to Reuters. On 09 August, President Assad appointed new Prime Minister 

Wael al Halki to replace Hijab who had fled to Jordan days earlier, according to Reuters. Syria’s Finance Minister Muhammad al 

Julaylati approached Russian officials requesting a loan needed to help alleviate Syria’s economic crisis, reports Radio Free Europe/

Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). On 04 August, a Russian paper reported that Damascus had requested a loan and indicated that “Russia has 

taken over the task of supporting Syria economically in the current situation”. The international community viewed the request as a 

sign of the regime’s growing desperation, according to Associated Press (AP). 

 

Government forces continued to use warplanes to attack areas 

in and around Aleppo while Syrian rebels asked the internation-

al community to establish a no-fly zone that would stop the 

regime’s air capabilities, according to NYT. Also, on 09 August, 

AP reported that Assad forces launched a ground assault on 

Aleppo. Air and ground assaults seemed to be slowly “chipping 

away” at the opposition’s hold on Aleppo. Meanwhile, on 13 

August, al Jazeera reported that Syrian forces had begun mass 

arrests in Damascus. On the outskirts of the capital, mortar 

shells “slammed into rebel strongholds”, killing more than 45 

people, including 36 civilians. Activists in Syria reported that 

rebels had shot down a government jet and captured the pilot. 

Voice of America (VOA) reports that “some” of the 48 Iranians 

kidnapped by rebels in Syria on 04 August are retired members 

of the Revolutionary Guards and the Iranian army. Iranian offi-

cials assert those kidnapped were on pilgrimage in Damascus 

while rebels claim that the “pilgrims” were on a reconnaissance mission. Meanwhile, Jordanian and Syrian forces clashed along their 

shared border after Syrian troops reportedly fired on refugees crossing the border into Jordan on 10 August, according to al Jazeera. 

Jordanian forces responded and reportedly destroyed two Syrian border guard outposts. Lebanese troops said they exchanged gunfire 

from both the Lebanese and Syrian sides of the shared northern border with Syria, according to the Daily Star.  

 

The Syrian conflict has displaced 1.5 million people within Syria, according to Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC). The number of 

Syrian refugees registered in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey reached 146,667 people as of 10 August, with substantial numbers of 

additional refugees who have not yet registered with the United Nations, states UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). UN 

Humanitarian chief Valerie Amos announced that she would visit Syria and Lebanon 14 August in order to “draw attention to the 

Death Toll in the Syrian Conflict 

 

Source: Syrian Revolution Martyr Database as of 05 Aug 2012 
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deteriorating humanitarian situation in Syria and the impact of the conflict on people either remaining in Syria and who have fled to 

other countries, including Lebanon”, reports al Jazeera. The United States announced on 11 August an additional USD 5.5 million 

in aid for those fleeing fighting in Syria, according to AFP. 

 

Iraq 

 

The standoff between the Iraqi central government and the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG), which began on 27 July, was 

successfully diffused when US diplomats intervened thereby averting a potential clash between the two militaries, according to Reu-

ters. Tensions between the regions over territory and oil revenues were heightened when Kurdish Pershmerga troops encountered 

Iraqi troops along their disputed internal border. Both the Kurdish and Iraqi troops were deployed with the intent to secure the bor-

der region between Syria and Iraq. Al Monitor indicated that the US-sponsored agreement calls for the withdrawal of Iraqi troops 

while Kurdish forces will hold a meeting in the KRG building aimed at forming a committee to engage in talks between the KRG 

and Baghdad. Meanwhile, Baghdad officials issued a formal protest stating that a Turkish envoy was acting unconstitutionally when 

it made a “surprise visit” to the oil-rich city of Kirkuk and to the KRG without notifying the central government, according to Reu-

ters. In response, the Iraqi ambassador in Ankara was summoned by Turkish officials, warning the ambassador that Baghdad needed 

to be “careful in its remarks”. The incident underscores the current diplomatic discord between the countries. Although relations 

between the KRG and Turkish officials continue to warm, rebels from the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), stormed a Turkish army 

post on the Iraqi border that resulted in the deaths of 22 people, according to AFP. The PKK launched simultaneous attacks on three 

other border posts. In recent weeks, Turkey’s Prime Minister Recip Erdogan has accused Syria of giving Kurdish rebels free reign in 

northern Syria which has caused insecurity along the border with Turkey. 

 

The Iraqi central government issued an ultimatum to oil giant Total to either end its agreement with the KRG or to sell its interests 

in a giant southern oilfield in Iraq, reports AFP. The threat comes after a series of oil agreements the Kurdish region has signed with 

foreign companies including Chevron, Gasprom and ExxonMobil. Baghdad asserts that the central government is the only entity 

authorised by the constitution to engage in such agreements. Meanwhile, Reuters reports that the KRG has agreed to resume oil 

flows to Baghdad from the Kurdish region in efforts to resolve a payment dispute between the two regions. Exports were halted in 

April 2012 when the KRG alleged non-payment by the central government of USD 1.5 billion for oil transfers, a separate Reuters 

article reports. However, a KRG official stated that the if Baghdad did not make payment, the pumping will be stopped at the end of 

August. An explosion on a pipeline carrying about a quarter of Iraqi crude exports from oilfields near Kirkuk has stopped flows for 

approximately 10 days, according to Reuters. The rebel Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) was suspected of carrying out the attack as 

it has repeatedly attacked the pipeline that travels to the Turkish port of Ceyhan. 

 

To date, over 90 people, primarily Iraqi security forces and Shi’ite Iraqis, have been killed in August attacks, according to AFP. On 

07 August, gunmen killed a justice ministry worker and agriculture ministry employee in Baghdad, according to AFP. On the same 

day, two Iraqi soldiers and four others were killed in Baghdad. Several shootings south of Mosul left four dead. AFP also indicated 

that a rocket attack by a helicopter against the home of provincial council member in Salaheddin resulted in the death of a family 

member. A car bomb targeting Shi’ite Muslims exploded on 08 August killing 13 people and wounding 30 others in the small vil-

lage of al Tanmiyah, southeast of Baghdad, reports AFP. Earlier that day, gunmen shot and killed a lawyer, his judicial investigator 

and six family members north of Baghdad. The al Qaeda-affiliated Islamic State of Iraq (ISI) had warned in July it would begin tar-

geting judges and prosecutors. A series of attacks, including a car bombing targeting a Shi’ite mosque in Mosul killed three and 

wounded 35 others on 10 August, according to AP. On the same day, Iraqi officials say gunmen killed four anti – insurgency fight-

ers in an attack at a security checkpoint north of Baghdad, a separate AP article reports. The group of Sahwa fighters, Sunni Arabs 

who had once joined forces with the US military to fight al-Qaeda, were manning the checkpoint when they were attacked. 

 

Some 10,000 Syrian ethnic-Kurds have fled to Iraqi Kurdistan for safety, according to Integrated Regional Information Network 

(IRIN). Approximately 2,500 are housed in the Domiz camp located in the Kurdish region of northern Iraq. Currently officials report 

that up to 100 refuges arrive at Domiz each day. The KRG are providing summer courses taught in Arabic so that refugee children 

are ready to attend school come September. Syrian Kurds are hopeful of their long term economic opportunities in Iraqi Kurdistan, 

where many when fleeing to Iraq had already been robbed of their land, property, jobs and citizenship in Syria.  
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(continued from page 1) While the government undertook development projects in South Sinai, the Bedouin were largely excluded 

from the local job market. Additionally, Bedouin have been denied land claims, further limiting economic opportunity. Many turned 

to smuggling of goods, weapons, drugs, and people across the border into Gaza. Bedouin attacks are “distinctly bloodless”, as tradi-

tion requires the just treatment of strangers. Physically harmful attacks are not permitted; instead, Bedouin are known to employ 

kidnapping and attacking locations of foreign interest to elicit negotiations with the government to address their grievances. 
 

While militant Islamists have been present on Sinai for years, they have flourished in the recent security vacuum left by the revolu-

tion, informs Ahram. Many of the groups appear to be inspired by al Qaeda, but experts do not believe al Qaeda is present in the 

country. There are concerns, however, that al Qaeda will seek to build alliances with the groups in the future. According to Sinai 

political activist Islam Qudair, militant groups have established networks that infiltrate the major tribes, undermining traditional 

tribal authority. South Sinai does not appear to face as significant a threat from militants, with Bedouin maintaining control of the 

tribal structure and preventing the spread of militant beliefs. According to Israeli officials, jihadists on Sinai are receiving financial 

and logistical support from terrorist cells in Afghanistan and Iraq.  
 

 
 

Both Egypt and Israel have blamed militants from Sinai and the Gaza Strip for the 05 August attack. Palestinian militants have been 

known to launch attacks into Israel from Sinai. Some believe the Jaysh al Islam, a militant group based in the Gaza Strip, is behind 

the attack on the Rafah border barracks.  

 
 

Following the 05 August attack, the Egyptian military launched “Operation Eagle,” a combat mission aimed at defeating terrorist 

and criminal elements on Sinai, according to Ahram. Egyptian forces engaged in battles with militants and carried out airstrikes in 

North Sinai. Also, in the wake of the 05 August attacks, President Mohamed Morsi fired Egypt’s intelligence chief, Mourad Mwafi, 

along with the governor of North Sinai, the head of presidential guard and commander of the military police. Further changes were 

brought on 12 August when Morsi ousted, Field Marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi, Minister of Defence and Head of the Su-

preme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF), Army Chief of Staff Sami Annan, and the commanders of the air force, air defence and 

navy. Tantawi has been replaced by General Abd al Fattah al Sisi. In addition to the military response by the government, the Minis-

ters of Finance and Petroleum have both announced increased focus on development projects on Sinai.  
 

Under the 1979 Camp David peace treaty between Egypt and Israel, Egypt must attain Israel’s approval of military operations on 

Sinai. Following the increased number of illicit and violent events on the peninsula, Israel has allowed for the increase of Egyptian 

troops and heavy weaponry in the region in order to support Operation Eagle. Despite the ruling Muslim Brotherhood’s ties to Ha-

mas and anti-Israel sentiments, the current Egyptian operations on Sinai demonstrate continued cooperation between the countries 

on security matters. However, violence continues ,as demonstrated by a 12 August attack on the Sinai international peacekeeping 

force that monitors adherence to the 1979 treaty. A representative of the force denied the attack on the Um Shyhan base occurred. 

The peacekeeping force, which includes 700 US soldiers, is not authorised to engage extremists. According to The New York Times, 

the United States is working with Egypt to explore ways to increase its security support, including intelligence sharing and training 

of border police. The United States is also interested in implementing a development strategy, pressing the current government to 

implement a stalled USD 50 million development project for the region. In order to tackle the growing insecurity on Sinai, the Egyp-

tian government must find a balance of force and development  

Known Militant Groups on Sinai 
Group Objectives / Attacks 

al Twahid wal Jihad (Monotheism & Jihad) Blamed for Sinai bombings in 2004 and 2005, the group is also suspected of carrying 
out an attack on the el Arish police station in 2011 

Takfir Wal Hijra (Excommunication & Exodus) Radical Islamist group established in 1960’s that believes Muslims who do not ad-
here to the group’s beliefs are infidels. 

Jund al Sharia (Soldiers of Islamic Law) Established in 2012, the group seeks the imposition of Sharia, liberation of Palestine, 
and withdrawal of foreign peacekeepers from the Sinai. 

Magles Shoura al Mujahddin (Mujahideen Shura Council, Council of 
Jihadist) 

Seeks a global caliphate and carried out an attack on Israel in July 2012; however, the 
group has denied any involvement in the 05 August attack on Egypt. 

Ansar al Jihad (Supporters of Jihad) Established in 2011, the group has sworn its allegiance to Ayman al Zawahiri, al 
Qaeda’s leader. 

Ansar Bayt al Maqdes (Supporters of Jerusalem) Has carried out attacks on gas pipelines. 

Known Gaza Based Militant Groups Operating on Sinai 
Group Objectives / Attacks 

Jaljalat (Thunder) A militant Islamist group based in the Gaza Strip that seeks to establish an Islamic emirate in the Gaza Strip. 

Jaysh al Islam (Army of Islam, 
Tawhid, Jihad Brigades) 

A militant Islamist group based in the Gaza Strip. The group has carried out kidnappings and is linked to the 2011 
bombing of a Coptic church in Alexandria, Egypt. 

Izz ad Din al Qassam Brigades (al 
Qassam Brigades) 

The group is named after Izz ad Din al Qassam, an Arab militant against the British Mandate of Palestine. The 
group is the militant wing of Hamas that operates independently from the organisation with its own leadership. 
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