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This document discusses the recent security, political and humanitarian developments in northern Mali. A brief background on the 

Tuareg in northern Mali is given, followed by the provision of information on the relationship between various rebel groups 

operating in the region, their effects on the local population and current efforts to mitigate the growing security and humanitarian 

crisis. Related information is available at www.cimicweb.org. Hyperlinks to source material are highlighted in blue and underlined 

in the text. 
 

 
History of the Tuareg in Northern Mali  
Tuareg is a term used to identify a particular diverse group of people who share a common language and history 

within the Sahel. The Tuareg are semi-nomadic descendants of the Amazigh (commonly referred to as Berber) 

who live in northern Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso, Algeria, and 

Libya. They share the Tamasheq language but are divided by tribe 

and clan. Most Tuareg are Muslims belonging to the Maliki sect 

of Islam. Historically, the Tuareg were the leaders of the trans-

Saharan trade using camel caravans to cross the Sahara. During 

the French colonial period, the French taxed the Tuareg’s trade, 

confiscated camels and land, and used many Tuareg as forced 

labourers. With the introduction of modern technology, many 

Tuareg gave up the nomadic life and settled into former trade 

cities. In Mali, Tuareg comprise about 10% of the population and 

are primarily found in the northern region that they call Azawad, 

which includes the regions of Timbuktu, Kidal, and Gao.  

 

During French colonisation, the Tuareg sought autonomy for the Azawad region; however, their requests were 

denied. Following Mali’s independence from France in 1960, the Tuareg felt excluded by the new government and 

threatened by land reforms that impacted their traditional territory. Such grievances led to the first Tuareg 

rebellion in Mali in 1962 which lasted until 1963. The rebellion used “hit and run” attacks on government targets 

in the North and was reported to be unorganised and lacking in widespread support. The Malian military brutally 

suppressed the rebellion as well as the Tuareg population as a whole, causing many to leave the area. During the 

1970’s many Tuareg throughout the Sahel region were recruited by Moammar Gaddafi to fight in his Islamic 

Legion. According to BBC, the legion was disbanded in the late 1980’s but many Tuareg remained in Libya, with 

some joining the country’s military. Those who didn’t stay in Libya returned to Mali, which experienced a series 

of droughts in the 1970’s and 1980’s that hurt the Azawad region. Some evidence suggests that Gaddafi sought to 

assist the Tuareg in Niger and Mali in destabilising their governments by providing them with arms and training.  

 

In June 1990, the second Tuareg rebellion began, although the movement was not exclusively Tuareg as some 

Bedouin Arabs and Maurs joined the rebel groups. Iyad Ag Ghaly led the Ifora-dominated Popular Movement for 

the Azawad (MPA), while non-Ifora Tuaregs formed the Revolutionary Army for the Liberation of the Azawad 
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(ARLA) led by Rhissa ag Sidi Mohamed, and the Front for the Liberation of Azawad (FPLA).
1
 The government 

attempted to stop the rebellion using military counter-insurgency measures; however, in January 1991 President 

Traore and the rebel parties agreed to the Tamanrasset Peace Accords. Following the overthrow of Traore in 1991, 

the accords fell apart but the new regime and rebel groups agreed to a National Pact in April 1992. Clashes 

between the Tuareg and other ethnic groups in the North continued until a new agreement was introduced in 1996 

that included disarmament, demobilisation, and reintegration of armed groups.  

 

Conflict re-emerged in May 2006, when Tuareg rebel groups attacked military posts in Menaka and Kidal. Iyad ag 

Ghaly formed the Alliance for Democracy and Change (ADC) which reportedly had connections to al Qaeda in 

the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). During this time, Ghaly became a key negotiator with the government. Ibrahim Ag 

Bahanga, who had been integrated into the army but later deserted, formed the Mali-Niger Tuareg Alliance 

(MNTA), which also targeted government outposts in Tinsawaten. In June 2006, the government and rebel groups 

signed an Algerian-brokered peace deal; however, sporadic attacks continued through 2009.  

 
Relationship between MNLA and Ansar Dine 
In 2011, the fall of Libyan leader Moammar Gaddafi led to an exodus of 

an estimated 2,000-4,000 heavily-armed Tuareg who had fought in his 

forces. The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) 

formed in 2011, consisting of many former liberation movements, led by 

former Libyan army Col. Mohamed Ag Najem. The MNLA’s stated 

objective is “to free the people of Azawad from illegal occupation of the 

Azawadian territory by Mali”. The MNLA seeks a secular Azawad. On 

17 January 2012, the MNLA attacked a National Guard outpost in 

Menaka, and the following day attacked military posts in Tessalit and 

Aguelhok. By 01 April, the MNLA, along with the armed group Ansar 

Dine, seized Kidal, Gao, and Timbuktu. Though there are no official 

figures, it is reported that throughout the 2012 rebellion, desertion by 

soldiers in the northern region was high. In one case, over 400 Tuareg 

Malian soldiers deserted and fled to a camp in Niger after being overrun 

by the MNLA. 

 

Ansar Dine, which means “defenders of the faith”, is an Islamist group operating in northern Mali under the 

leadership of Iyad Ag Ghaly, who played key roles in the Tuareg rebellions in the 1990s and 2006. Ag Ghaly is 

believed to have ties to AQIM and is thought to have introduced the Salafi
2
 sect of Islam to Mali following time 

he spent in Saudi Arabia. In October 2011, Ag Ghaly began to recruit fighters for the newly-formed Ansar Dine, 

drawing heavy support from the Ifora tribe of which he was a member. The group released a video in February 

2012 proclaiming its goal to impose strict Sharia law in Mali.  

 

During the beginning of the 2012 rebellion, MNLA resisted uniting with Ansar Dine in an effort to distance 

themselves from the Islamic law the group sought to impose; however, on 27 May 2012 MNLA and Ansar Dine 

announced an accord to merge their respectively controlled territories to create the sovereign state of “the Islamic 

Republic of Azawad”. The merger lasted less than a week and on 01 June 2012, the MNLA backed out of the 

accord citing its secular stance and unwillingness to tolerate the imposition of strict Sharia. Since the collapse of 

the accord, Ansar Dine has reiterated its objective of seeing Sharia law implemented in both the northern and 

southern region, while opposing MNLA’s declaration of an independent state of Azawad. According to 

Magharebia, the MNLA continued its efforts to establish the Azawad state by swearing in an interim government 

on 15 June, with Belal Ag Charif acting as the head of the interim council. Azawad Arabs were reportedly not 

included in the MNLA’s interim council, which has not been recognised by Ansar Dine. The split of MNLA and 

Ansar Dine has led to violent clashes between tribes supporting the groups, as the Taghat Melet and Idnane tribes, 

which support the MNLA, clashed with the Ansar Dine-aligned Ifora tribe on 08 June outside of Kidal. Ansar 

                                                                 
1 Malian Tuareg can be loosely divided into a three-tiered system of tribes, fractions and sub-fractions which are often differentiated by lineage and 

geographical region. The Iforas have traditionally ruled over other Malians since the colonial era.   
2 Salafi Islam is a movement that promotes a return to fundamental and pure Islam. Some followers tend to emphasise Sharia and are conservative 

towards women’s rights.  
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Dine and the MNLA also clashed on 13 June outside of Timbuktu when travelling MNLA gunmen were stopped 

by Ansar Dine forces.  

 

Key Officials of Rebel Groups in Mali 

National Movement for the 

Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) 

Ansar Dine 

 

The Movement for Oneness and Jihad 

in West Africa (MOJWA) 

Mohamed Ag Najim  

(Military leader) 

Iyad Ag Ghaly 

(Founder and leader) 

Hamada Ould Mohamed Kheirou- alias 

Abou Qumqum 

(Believed to be the Leader) 

Moussa Ag Assari  

(Paris based spokesman) 

Cheikh Ag Aoussa 

(Spokesman) 

Ahmed al Talmasi and 

Sultan Ould Badi 

(Prominent members also sometimes 

reported as leaders) 

Hama Ag Mahmoud  

(Political spokesman) 

Sansa Ould Bouamama 

(Media official) 

Adnan Abou Walid Sahraoui 

(Spokesman) 

Belal Ag Charif  

(Head of interim council) 

  

Magdi Ag Bohada  

(Senior member of the political 

wing) 

  

               Source: Data compiled by CFC Desk Officers 

 

While Ansar Dine and the MNLA have been the two most prominent actors in the northern Mali conflict, there are 

more entities involved. The Jamaat Tawhid Wal Jihad Fi Garbi Ifriqiya (The Movement for Oneness and Jihad in 

West Africa- MOJWA) has been supporting Ansar Dine.
3
 MOJWA comprises young militants who separated 

from the leadership of AQIM and although they reportedly have the same goals as AQIM, MOJWA seeks to fund 

their activities through the use of kidnappings for ransom.
4
 On 27 June, MOJWA pushed the MNLA out of Gao, 

and took complete control of the town. MNLA interim chair Belal Ag Charif was wounded during the clashes and 

evacuated to Burkina Faso. Since gaining control of Gao, it has been reported that Ansar Dine mined the area 

surrounding the town. The following day, MNLA was ordered out of Timbuktu and on 12 July, MOJWA and 

Ansar Dine drove the MNLA from Ansogo, the MNLA’s last remaining stronghold in northern Mali. According 

to Reuters, Ansar Dine and their well-armed al Qaeda-linked allies have in essence “hijacked” the separatist 

uprising first initiated by local Tuareg MNLA rebels. As of 12 July, Ansar Dine controls two-thirds of Mali’s 

desert North, an area larger than France and includes the region’s main cities of Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal. On 15 

July, AP reported that 400 combatants broke rank from the government-backed Gandakoy militia and joined 

Ansar Dine. The combatants are located in the town of Douentza which is considered the frontline between the 

government-controlled South and the Islamist-controlled North. BBC reports that there are varying estimates on 

the number of foreign jihadists from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria, Somalia and elsewhere operating in 

Mali. A figure of 1,000 is often used; however, some diplomats believe this number could be exaggerated by 

regional officials who have business contracts within the security sector.  

 
Humanitarian Crisis  

 
Displaced populations 

Many residents of northern Mali have fled and according to UNHCR, as of 04 July, almost 200,000 people have 

sought refuge in neighbouring Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger. The flow of new arrivals has been relatively 

stable in Burkina Faso and Niger; however, Mauritania continues to receive a daily influx of 200 to 500 refugees, 

with 15,000 arriving during the last two weeks of June. Many of the families arriving at the camps said that they 

left Mali because of a lack of access to food and water, armed occupation of their land, the implementation of 

Sharia law and a fear of an increase in violent confrontation between various groups in northern Mali. The 
majority of Malian refugees are women and children, posing problems for access to education. According to 

                                                                 
3 MOJWA is also known as the Unity Movement for Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO). 
4 AQIM has kidnapped foreigners for ransom; however, Magharebia reports that MOJWA is defying the common Sahel terrorist’s practice of 

focusing on only foreigners for ransom and have kidnapped African nationals as well. 
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UNHCR, current operations to provide humanitarian support for Malian refugees are threatened due to “a 

critically low level of funding” and the agency has only received USD 34.9 million of its requested USD 153 

million. These funding insufficiencies are expected to hinder the ability to maintain minimum standards within 

camps. Relief agencies are forced to focus their funds on immediate life-saving activities and meeting minimum 

humanitarian standards. Daily water supplies are “below emergency standard” and there are challenges in 

providing sanitation which could lead to disease epidemics once the rainy season arrives. Though nutrition within 

the camps is currently classified as “satisfactory”, the approaching lean season and rains are expected to cause 

acute malnutrition to rise. 

 

In addition to those fleeing across the border, there are an estimated additional 155,000 persons who are internally 

displaced. The Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) notes that the exact number of internally displaced persons 

(IDPs) remains unverified, as humanitarian agencies are not permitted access to the northern region. Ansar Dine 

refuses access to non-Muslim humanitarian agencies; however, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF, also known as 

Doctors Without Borders), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and other NGOs have found 

channels to deliver some assistance. Almost 90% of IDPs live with host families residing in urban areas. Near the 

beginning of the conflict, many Tuareg living in the southern capital of Bamako fled following indiscriminate 

reprisal attacks within the city. On 26 June, IDPs in Bamako protested outside of the prime minister’s office and 

called for the government to take action in the North.  

 

Food Insecurity 
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems 

Network (FEWSNET), food security conditions 

in northern Mali “remain problematic”. Poor 

humanitarian access to the North continues to 

delay deliveries of aid and it is expected that 

additional emergency operations are required to 

protect lives and livelihoods. The general climate 

of insecurity in the North and the lack of/poor 

access to farm inputs is creating uncertainty 

regarding the outcome of the growing season. 

This is particularly relevant for the irrigated rice 

growing areas of Timbuktu and Gao which 

require a large investment, mainly in fuel 

supplies, which were seized by rebels. 

FEWSNET predicts that a continuation of the 

status quo in July and August could result in rice 

production decreasing by 70%. Not only does a 

decrease in production reduce the amount of food 

available but it would result in a 50% decrease in 

employment for poor and very poor households 

who rely on providing farm labour as their main 

source of generating income.  

 

Across the country, the current market prices for grain are above the five-year average, thereby eroding the 

purchasing power of very poor and poor households. Within the markets in rebel-held areas of Timbuktu, Gao and 

Kidal there was little trade in grain and livestock at the end of June. As a result, very poor and poor households 

which normally rely on building up their food reserves at this time of year by purchasing food in the market have 

been unable to do so. Millet prices are expected to increase even more once the month-long observance of 

Ramadan begins in July thereby increasing the demand on food.  

 

The insecurity in the North is also hampering efforts to control the clouds of desert locusts that arrived in Mali in 

late June, reports Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). According to a programme officer with the 

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) “it is difficult to know exactly how the situation is, as it is not safe 

to send scientific teams there. We cannot assess and fight locusts anymore”. Before rebels overran the North, the 

Most likely estimated food security outcomes,  
July through September 2012 

Source: FEWSNET 
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government had made preparations for a possible locust invasion. However, warehouses in Gao where the 

chemicals were stored have been ransacked and looted, raising concern over the effects the chemicals could have 

on the community if they are mishandled or disposed of carelessly. The fighting also resulted in the theft of 30 

small delivery trucks, other equipment and the occupation of the buildings at the centre for locust control. 

According to FEWSNET, the desert locust infestation could have disastrous effects on the growing season and 

there is a “medium to high risk” of this threat actually materialising in parts of the North.   

 
Seasonal Calendar and Timeline of Critical Events  

 

   
           Source: FEWS 

 

Civilian Grievances 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) documented abuses carried out by the MNLA, Ansar Dine and Arab militia during 

the end of March and beginning of April 2012. The MNLA allegedly carried out rape, abductions, looting, 

pillaging, and utilisation of child soldiers. Amnesty International (AI) documented similar abuses, finding rape 

and gang rape particularly common in the Menaka region during April and early May. In July, the UN Children's 

Fund (UNICEF) reported that armed groups controlling parts of northern Mali are recruiting child soldiers. At 

least 175 boys have been recruited since March this year. There have also been reports of girls being raped and 

children being killed or injured by explosive devices. 

 

Following Ansar Dine’s capture of Timbuktu in late June, the residents have been forced to follow strict Sharia 

law, which includes women being forced to wear full veils. According to AI informants, the group prohibited any 

interaction between unmarried men and women, the reading of any books that were contradictory to Islam, 

smoking, and all non-religious music. Ansar Dine also banned the sport of football, which residents of the North 

can no longer watch or play. The group has also begun punishing those who bear children out of wedlock, as 

evidenced by a couple in Timbuktu receiving 100 lashes in mid-June. Ansar Dine’s occupation of cities also 

interrupted education as some schools were reportedly closed and looted. Additionally, thousands of students are 

leaving school in northern Mali because of the implementation of strict Sharia law which includes new practices 

such as educating boys and girls separately, enforcement of dress codes, and the removal of subjects from the 

curriculum deemed to promote “infidelity”. Mali’s education ministry estimates that around 5,000 students have 

fled to schools in southern Mali. In July, members of Ansar Dine began to destroy historic and religious 

landmarks in Timbuktu. One of the sites included a 15
th
 century mosque, in addition to mausoleums and tombs. 

The group claims that the shrines, based on a local Sufi version of Islam, are idolatrous. 

 
Local, National, Regional and International Efforts 
 

Local 

On 14 May, residents of Gao staged protests against the presence of armed groups in the town. Four civilians died 

while running from the armed groups who were firing into the air to disperse the crowds while another was killed 

by a stray bullet. The demonstrations were reportedly in response to an intensification of Sharia imposition in the 

city. In early June, women and children staged a demonstration against Islamist and foreigners in the city of Kidal, 

but Ansar Dine violently dispersed the protestors. According to Reuters, non-Tuareg civilians have staged 

demonstrations against the MNLA and independence. Following the murder of Gao’s municipal councillor, 

Idrissa Oumarou, residents’ organised protests against the armed groups whom they blamed for the death. During 

the demonstration on 26 June, witnesses report that the MNLA fired on the demonstrators killing at least one. On 
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14 July, protestors gathered in the town of Goundam, 90 km southwest of Timbuktu, to protest the incident of self-

appointed morality police beating a woman for not wearing a headscarf, reports Reuters. The protestors tried to 

block members of Ansar Dine from attending Friday prayers, vandalised the radicals’ base and took their food 

supplies. In response to the protest and in an apparent attempt to intimidate the locals, members of Ansar Dine 

fired in the air to disperse the crowd and later detained and whipped 90 of the protestors. 

 

Arab tribes have also formed groups such as the Azawad National Liberation Front (FLNA), which originally was 

formed to protect Timbuktu from the Tuareg rebel groups. Al Arabiya reported that Mohamed Lamine Ould Sidatt 

heads the group. The FNLA organised a conference for Arab tribes from the Azawad region in Mauritania during 

the first week of June. With representatives from approximately 120 tribes in attendance, the conference sought to 

determine a unified position on MNLA’s declaration of the independent state of Azawad, as well as develop a 

strategy to expel foreign terrorist groups from the region. Another newly formed group is the Coordination of 

Azawad Young Volunteers (CJVA), founded by youth in Gao with the objective of monitoring the interim 

council, as well as counselling youth against joining militant Islamist groups.  

 

National 

On 22 March 2012 democratically elected President Amadou Toumani Toure was ousted by a military coup led 

by Captain Amadou Sanogo. The military coup was enacted over Toure’s perceived inability to provide the 

military with enough support to suppress the Tuareg rebellion in the North of the country. Sanogo and supporters 

formed the National Committee for the Restoration of Democracy and State (CNRDR) and proceeded to dissolve 

government institutions and suspend the constitution. In April 2012, Sanogo agreed to a transitional government 

that would be led by former parliament speaker Dioncounda Traore acting as interim president. Under an 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)-brokered transitional agreement, Sanogo was to be 

granted status as a former head of state, including a government pension and benefits, and Traore was to act as 

interim president for a year. Following the agreement, interim President Traore was attacked by pro-junta 

demonstrators on 21 May and was flown to France for medical treatment. The attack sparked concerns over the 

future of the agreement and as of 13 July, Traore has not returned to Mali. In order to ensure protection for Traore 

and others within the government, Mali’s transitional government announced on 10 July that a special force of 

1,200 troops would be formed “as soon as possible”. The elite unit will consist of recent graduates from police and 

para-military police schools and ECOWAS has reportedly supported its formation. 

 

Regional 

Countries in the region have expressed concern about the possible spread of Islamist militancy from northern Mali 

into neighbouring countries. No regional country has stated support for the MNLA or Islamists in principle or 

opposes intervention against them, reports the global analysis and advisory firm, Oxford Analytica. Algeria, which 

has negotiated past peace deals for the Azawad region and Malian government, has air power, intelligence and 

desert-specialised forces that have been used and can be used to further combat AQIM. Tamanrasset in Algeria 

hosts a centre coordinating Algerian, Malian, Mauritanian and Nigerien security forces. It is believed that the 

country may have used its allies and agents to sow dissent among the Azawad separatists and Islamists. 

Mauritania has sought to unify Arab/Maur elements in Mali and has made several raids against Islamist targets 

since 2010 in response to Mauritania being the victim of several AQIM attacks since 2005. Niger has a large 

Tuareg population which has periodically revolted in the past, leading Niger to be initially cautious in how it 

responded to the crisis. Now Niger advocates for intervention which will likely be launched from within its 

borders. There have been reports that a battalion of loyalist Malian Tuareg troops and possible MNLA defectors 

are located in western Niger. Lastly, though Nigeria does not share a border with Mali, it is concerned that Boko 

Haram Islamist radicals are exploiting the situation in Mali and could spill over into Niger
5
. This has led Nigeria 

to become the leading regional proponent of intervention in the country and the government has offered troops to 

the effort.  

 

                                                                 
5 In April, regional deputy Abu Sidibe told AFP that “there are a good 100 Boko Haram fighters in Gao. They are Nigerians and from Niger” and 

“they’re not hiding”.  AFP reports that the information was confirmed by a security source. Additionally, it was stated that members of Boko Haram 
were the majority among those who attacked the Algerian consulate that resulted in the abduction of seven Algerian diplomats and the consul. On 15 

July, Algeria confirmed that three of its diplomats had been freed, but the remaining four were still being held.   
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http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/09/us-mali-north-idUSBRE8380MB20120409
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/04/28/210762.html
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/06/06/feature-02
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/06/18/feature-01
http://in.reuters.com/article/2012/03/22/mali-army-coup-idINDEE82L0E020120322
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/mar/22/mali-rebels-coup
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/malis-coup-leaders-agree-to-step-down-to-gain-help-against-rebels-7626988.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/22/world/africa/mali-protesters-attack-interim-president-dioncounda-traore.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/22/world/africa/mali-protesters-attack-interim-president-dioncounda-traore.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/may/24/mali-president-traore-medical-tests
http://www.france24.com/en/20120710-mali-set-elite-guard-protect-interim-government
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http://www.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/04/09/206611.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/maliNews/idAFL6E8IF43920120715
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The President of Burkina Faso, Blaise Comparore, is the ECOWAS mediator on a southern political settlement 

and has engaged the various rebels groups in negotiations. Niger, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Benin and Togo are 

members of the ECOWAS Mali Contact Group. Senegal has also pledged to provide troops. On 07 July, during a 

summit in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, ECOWAS ordered Mali’s interim government to form a unity 

government by 31 July or risk suspension from the body. During the meeting, ECOWAS also stripped Captain 

Amadou Sanogo of his status as a former head of state, reports AP. The heads of state from Benin, Burkina Faso, 

Ivory Coast, Niger, Nigeria and Togo urged the government to “to adopt without delay a roadmap which should 

lead to a calm resolution of the crisis, with the government recovering the entire national territory and the 

organisation of fair, transparent and credible elections in which the interim president, prime minister and members 

of the transitional government would not stand as candidates”. Additionally, ECOWAS called on the armed 

movements occupying the North to distance themselves from terrorist groups in order to “allow for inclusive 

dialogue and a rapid end to the crisis”. ECOWAS further urged the Malian government to seek international 

military intervention to assist in re-establishing the country’s territorial integrity. However, Reuters reports that 

the African Union’s Peace and Security Commissioner Ramtane Lamamra told reporters that he believes there is 

“room for negotiations and room for moving to reconcile Malians among themselves” and that military 

intervention should be viewed as a “last resort”. According to Oxford Analytica, the main obstacle to greater 

foreign intervention is political resistance from Mali’s junior military officers who continue to exercise power and 

“remain opposed to anything more than financial, logistic and armament support to Malian forces; they 

particularly oppose intervention on the southern political transition and army reform”. 

 
International  

The permanent members of the UN Security Council (UNSC) have varying degrees of interest in Mali. France is 

the main UNSC advocate of intervention and French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius has said that a military 

operation by African countries with Western backing was likely “at one moment or another”. The United States 

has longed tracked militancy in the Sahara region, trained and equipped local militaries and occasionally launched 

patrol aircraft; however, according to Oxford Analytica, despite the United States’ ability to provide funds, 

logistics and intelligence, the coming November presidential elections will prevent overt contributions. China and 

Russia, which traditionally do not support international intervention, have not opposed intervention in Mali. China 

has mineral interests in neighbouring Niger and Russia is “anti-separatist and anti-Islamist”. And finally, the 

United Kingdom has noted its “concerns about the deteriorating security situation” in Northern Mali. 

 

An UN diplomat told BBC that before the UNSC would endorse an ECOWAS force in Mali the UN would “need 

a clearer plan, more information about what the objectives are, and more evidence that such a force would have a 

reasonable chance of meeting those objectives”. Though the UNSC did not pass a mandate to deploy an African 

force to the region, the body did unanimously pass Resolution 2056 on 05 July which recognised that the situation 

in Mali was a threat to international peace and security. The resolution calls for completion of restored 

constitutional order by April 2013, including subordination and reform of the armed forces, restoration of state 

authority in the North, and fair presidential elections. It also calls on UN states to submit names of individuals and 

groups linked to al Qaeda “in the Sahel region and notably in the North of Mali” and has placed sanctions against 

those individuals. The resolution also warned that the desecration of Muslim shrines in northern Timbuktu could 

lead to charges of war crimes at the International Criminal Court (ICC). Malick Coulibaly, the Justice Minister of 

Mali, reportedly will request ICC to investigate alleged rapes, torture, killings, and attacks on historical sites by 

rebel groups in northern Mali. It remains unknown when they will submit the request to the ICC and an ICC 

spokesperson was unable to confirm if they had been in communication with the Malian government. The ICC 

had previously stated in April that it was considering an investigation into crimes committed in the country.  

 
Conclusion  
On 14 July, African Union Commission leader Jean Ping told a meeting of heads of state in Ethiopia that Mali’s 

crisis is one of the most serious challenges facing the continent, reports AFP. Mali is in the midst of a 

humanitarian crisis generated by a confluence of regional droughts, insecurity in the northern region and a recent 
coup in the South. Some analysts believe that the situation in northern Mali is creating “a vast new sanctuary” for 

al Qaeda’s African followers and “risks turning into an outland much like the remote areas of Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Somalia and Yemen where terrorists linked to al-Qaeda seek safety from U.S. and other efforts to hunt 

them down”. French President Francois Hollande described Mali as more than just a coup, but rather a place 
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where terrorism has found a structure, an organisation, holds territory and “seeks to engage in terrorism not only 

where it has already established itself, but at an African level and maybe even in Europe”. Ivory Coast President 

Alassane Ouattara, chairing the African Union Security Council, condemned what he called “the intention of 

terrorist groups to create a sanctuary in northern Mali” and has said that alleged links between AQIM, Boko 

Haram, al Shabaab and other radical Islamists groups are posing “a serious threat to regional security”, reports 

Reuters. Because of the March 2012 coup, Mali lacks an effective government to counter the insecurity in the 

North in addition to lacking the capacity to coordinate regional (ECOWAS) and international (UN) efforts to 

intervene. There has been some dialogue with secular Tuareg separatists and leaders of Ansar Dine; however, no 

agreements have been reached. With the MNLA’s marginalisation, the international community must focus on 

strengthening the Malian government so that they may effectively counter the Islamist groups and prevent AQIM 

from gaining an even stronger foothold in the region. This is necessary not only for the future of Mali and its 

citizens but the region as a whole.  
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