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In Focus: The Libyan Migration Crisis of 2011 
By Erin Foster-Bowser & Maya Moseley 

 
An estimated two million people who were displaced due to 

the 2011 Arab Spring sought refuge in nearly 30 countries 

in North Africa and the Middle East, according to Brook-

ings Institution. In March 2011, nearly 1,000 people fled 

Libya each hour into Egypt and Tunisia. Although most 

Libyans have returned, a population of at least 90,000 is 

still internally displaced in Libya. Due to the protracted 

violence, the Libyan uprising saw the largest number of 

displaced persons in the region.  
 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) esti-

mates that, prior to the Libya uprising, there were 1.8 mil-

lion migrant workers in Libya. Libya’s economy was dependent on migrant workers and the coun-

try was seen as a transit for migrants attempting to reach Europe. Following the civil unrest that 

started in February 2011, masses fled Libya in search of protection; the vast majority of these peo-

ple were third-country nationals (TCNs). According to IOM data, a total of 796,915 migrants 

crossed the Libyan border to flee violence in 2011. Only 3.9% of those who fled Libya attempted 

to cross the Mediterranean Sea to Italy and Malta. Additionally, 214,773 West African nationals 

returned to their country of origin despite the fact that many countries in the Sahel are currently 

facing a food crisis and in some cases, violence. IOM has called the 2011 displacement in and 

movement from Libya, one of the “largest migration crises in modern history”. By August 2011, 

only 4,500 of 247,167 Libyans who crossed the Egyptian border                (continued on page 10)  

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.cimicweb.org
http://www.brookings.edu/opinions/2012/0322_arab_spring_migration_koser.aspx
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/microsites/IDM/workshops/moving-to-safety-complex-crises-2012/speeches-presentations/ICP-DOE-Setting-the-Scene-24-April-2012.pdf
http://www.iom.int/jahia/webdav/shared/shared/mainsite/microsites/IDM/workshops/moving-to-safety-complex-crises-2012/speeches-presentations/ICP-DOE-Setting-the-Scene-24-April-2012.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=41_7&products_id=750
http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=41_7&products_id=785
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Eritrea 

United Nations human rights chief Navi Pillay, with backing from the European Union, accused Eritrea of human rights violations 

including “arbitrary detention, torture, summary executions, forced labour, forced conscription, and restrictions to freedom of move-

ment, expression, assembly and religion”, states Reuters. Eritrean officials rejected accusations made by independent human rights 

groups that Eritrea has one of the world’s most repressive governments. According to the article, Eritreans fled to Israel, Sudan and 

Western Europe to escape poverty and political repression. The Jerusalem Post reports there are more than 60,000 illegal African 

migrants in Israel, of which 75 to 85% are Eritrean. Israel has started deporting South Sudanese migrants and Interior Minister Eli 

Yishai hopes the “legal obstacles” will soon be lifted to allow deportation of Eritreans as well. Under international law, they cannot 

be forcibly returned to their homeland where they may face persecution. The Washington Post writes that Israel is currently review-

ing refugee status and “in a television interview, Interior Minister Eli Yishai described the moves to deport the foreigners as an act of 

national self-preservation, to maintain Israel’s Jewish majority”. 
 

Ethiopia 

Three Malawians suspected of their involvement in an international trafficking ring were arrested after an overloaded boat carrying 

60 suspected illegal Ethiopian immigrants capsized in Lake Malawi in the northern Karonga district, according to the Maravi Post. 

So far, 47 bodies have been pulled from the frigid waters. Malawi police spokesman Dave Chingwalu stated that the police believe 

the Ethiopians were using the lake to circumvent roadblocks in Karonga. Many economic refugees from East African countries at-

tempt to reach the economic hub of South Africa via uncharted land and sea routes. Corrupt police officers are suspected in aiding 

the smugglers. 
 

According to an Ethiopian government spokesperson, 14 men have been arrested for their alleged involvement in two deadly attacks 

in April in the Gambella region which resulted in 24 deaths, reports ST. According to authorities, a criminal investigation is being 

conducted but at this time, it is unknown if the men have any ties to militant groups.  
 

According to Bloomberg, the Ethiopian Railways Corporation (ERC) and China Communications Construction Company (CCCC) 

signed an agreement to build a new railway line stretching 360 km from Mekele to Hara Gebaya. The new line will transport passen-

gers and freight and will travel through the potash mining areas, linking Ethiopia’s northern regions with the new port being con-

structed at Tadjurah in Djibouti. The USD 1.5 billion project is expected to be completed by July 2015.  
 

Walta Information Center (WIC) reports that Ethiopia signed a development assistance agreement with the United States worth USD 

1.54 billion. The funds are designated to support the Growth and Transformation Plan in various sectors such as agriculture, educa-

tion and health. US Ambassador David Booth shared that the United States will continue its support to the success of Ethiopia’s con-

tinued development. 
 

An Ethiopian national, Abdurahman Sheikh Hassan, was sentenced to seven years in prison for allegedly passing information to the 

banned separatist rebel group Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF), reports BBC. Ethiopian authorities consider the ONLF a 

terrorist organisation and accuse Hassan of collaborating with the group when he engaged in negotiations for the release of two UN 

workers kidnapped by the ONLF. The judge believes that Hassan passed information to the terrorists “under the guise of his job”. 

Hassan was also found guilty of working with a man named Sherif Badio who was sentenced in absentia to life in prison. BBC writes 

that “[h]uman rights groups have criticised Ethiopia’s anti-terrorism legislation for being too far-reaching”. 
 

The village of Abraha Atsbeha in the Tigray region of northern Ethiopia, received recognition for its “innovative hunger solution” 

during an awards ceremony at the Rio+20 – the UN Conference on Sustainable Development. The Managing Environmental Re-

sources to Enable Transition (MERET) project in Abraha Atsbeha succeeded in transforming degraded hillsides into productive 

farmland, reports the World Food Programme (WFP). Coffee, grain and vegetables are now growing on the hills, providing a steady 

source of income for families even during times of below-average rainfall.  
 

Somalia 

The Somalia Report Weekly Security Roundup table for the week ending 22 June provides an overview of attacks in which a total of 

41 people died and 33 were injured. The table includes the recent ambush incident near Elasha Biyaha in which a senior police com-

mander for Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government (TFG), Afrah Ali Afrah, and at least two soldiers were killed. The former al 

Shabaab stronghold is still believed to hold active militants that carry out hit and run attacks, despite the African Union troops’ ef-

forts to oust the group.  
 

Reuters reports that Ethiopian officials have no immediate plans to withdraw their troops from Somalia, and Ethiopian forces will 

remain until a “Somali constitution is ratified by all parties to the conflict, and until the constituent assembly will ratify the constitu-

tion”. The mandate of the TFG expires in August 2012.  
 

mailto:britta.rinehard@cimicweb.org
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 Have a question on the Horn of Africa: Land & Sea?  
Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus coverage. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

Late onsets of rainfall, compounded by pest infestations in the southern part of Somalia, have resulted in a below-average main crop 

and a decrease in food security, reports Bloomberg. It is widely anticipated that the food security of poor, agro-pastoral households 

will slip into Phase 4 or emergency level of the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) scale in June. Although a fam-

ine is not expected, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) states “a scaling up of humanitarian assis-

tance and activation of the contingency planning process are necessary”. 

 

World Refugee Day 

On 20 June, millions around the world observed World Refugee Day (WRD) – an event that has been celebrated since 2001. UN 

Secretary Ban Ki-moon, in a message marking the day, emphasised “the need to work together to mobilize the political will and 

leadership to prevent and end the conflicts that trigger refugee flows”. According to the UN News Centre, more than 42 million peo-

ple worldwide have been forcibly displaced from their homes. Last year alone, 4.3 million people were displaced due to crises in 

Côte d’Ivoire, Libya, Somalia, and Sudan amongst others. According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), since 

2011 more than 160,000 Somalis fled to Kenya and 98,000 to Ethiopia and more than 1.3 million were internally displaced by one 

of the worst droughts in decades.  

 

Piracy 

After twenty months in captivity, Bruno Pelizzari and Debbie Calitz were released by Somali pirates, reports Associated Press (AP). 

The couple was hijacked aboard the yacht Choizil near the Mozambique Channel on 26 October 2010. Somali pirates moved the 

couple to shore once the yacht ran aground. Garowe Online reports that a ransom was paid  however last year, the TFG had discour-

aged the payment of ransom, since “ransom encourages piracy”, states Somalia Report. According to the AP article, the South Afri-

can Somali diaspora, with assistance from the Somali government, raised nearly USD 450,000. The diaspora, along with the South 

African government, assisted in negotiations and locating the hostages.   

 

The International Pirate Ransoms Task Force met for the first time on 30 May in London. The Task Force is comprised of Australia, 

Denmark, France, Italy, Liberia, Malaysia, Norway, Panama, the Philippines, Spain, Ukraine, the UAE, the USA and the UK. “The 

establishment of the task force reflects concerns around ransom payments fuelling the piracy business model and incentivising the 

criminal activity that is putting the lives of seafarers at risk”, reported the British Office for Somalia. Bloomberg reports that, since 

the creation of the task force, making ransom payments may prove more difficult as banking restrictions will make it harder for ship 

owners and insurers to free vessels and hostages. “The only way you release a crew is by payment”, said Assistant Director of the 

International Maritime Bureau (IMO) Cyrus Mody, “pirates are going to take out their frustrations on the crew if they aren’t paid.”   
Currently, the average payment per vessel to pirates operating off Somalia this year is USD 4.7 million. 

 

On 20 June, pirates fired guns and rocket-propelled grenades at a liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker, reports Reuters. The LNG Ar-

ies was traveling off the coast of Oman when pirates in a dhow attacked the tanker but did not board it. According to the article “so 

far no high-sided LNG tankers are known to have been taken”.  

 

Oceans beyond Piracy recently published The Human Cost of Somali Piracy 2011 report. The 30-page report provides a record of 

the types of crimes committed and a general overview of Somali piracy. The report also details treatment of hostages on 23 of 77 

vessels from 2010 to 2011. In follow-up to the report, the NATO Channel produced a video, ‘Piracy-the Human Cost’, that includes 

interviews with various piracy experts. Thirty-five hostages died in 2011 due to intentional murder, via rescue efforts or “disease or 

malnutrition caused by lack of access to adequate food, water, and medical aid”. The 2nd Counter-Piracy Conference hosted in the 

United Arab Emirates on 27-28 June will host a documentary on the human costs of piracy reports Trade Arabia.   

 

The United Kingdom is celebrating Seafarers Awareness Week 25 June – 1 July in an effort to raise awareness of its dependency on 

seafarers. 25 June  marks the Day of the Seafarer and IMO encourages people all over the world to use social networks to highlight 

the importance of seafarers and express gratitude, “as they transport all over the world those vital items, commodities and compo-

nents which are so vital to all our daily lives”.  
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Algeria  
Algeria’s “ruling elite” are engaged in heated debate regarding their choice for the next president, reports Reuters. A breakdown of 

government cohesion could re-ignite a conflict with Islamist militants and “send ripples of instability” throughout a wider North Af-

rican region still trying to recover from the Arab Spring upheavals. Algeria is split between two groups; the first includes those who 

seek to build on current President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s legacy and maintain moderate Islamic rule while the second group wants to 

break from Bouteflika and pursue a secular platform. Magharebia reports that Algerians are waiting for a new government to be 

formed and that according to the Constitution, only the president is empowered to appoint a new government.  
 

According to an Algerian security official, six Islamist extremists were killed by police forces in the Takhoukht valley on 20 June, 

reports the Associated Press (AP). Following a tip, the police ambushed a van carrying the Islamists. One source reported that one 

militant had been captured and two others escaped. The security sweep in the area was conducted in response to an earlier attack on 

a police station that killed two policemen on 16 June.  
 

Libya 

In a statement on 23 June, the International Criminal Court (ICC) expressed that it “deeply regrets any events that may have given 

rise to concerns on the part of the Libyan authorities” and it would “ensure that anyone found responsible for any misconduct will be 

subject to appropriate sanctions”, according to al Arabiya .The statement comes a week after Libyan authorities said they would con-

sider the release of four ICC staff members detained over alleged transfer of sensitive documents to Said al-Islam Gaddafi. Else-

where, on 24 June, the former Libyan prime minister under Gaddafi, al Baghdadi Ali al Mahmoudi, was transferred from Tunisia to 

Tripoli, according to the Telegraph. Mahmoudi will stand trial in Libya for his role in the former regime, according to Deutsche 

Welle. Mahmoudi’s extradition reveals a possible rift between Tunisian Prime Minister Jebali and the president’s office as the presi-

dential adviser Adnen Manser said, “President Moncef Marzouki did not sign any decree. This decision will have repercussions for 

the relationship between the presidency and the government” and warned of a “serious crisis” over the move. 
 

According to Reuters, human rights groups contend that Libyan militias have been detaining individuals, often subjecting the de-

tained to beatings and torture. Lacking a strong national police force or military, the militias enjoy significant power throughout the 

country. Human Rights Watch reports that over 7,000 people remain in detention centres, with an estimated 4,000 of them under the 

control of militias. In other news, BBC reports that week-long tribal clashes in the western towns of Zintan, Mizdah, and Shegayga 

have killed 105 people and injured 500 others. Long-standing tribal rivalries and divided communities plague Libya as the interim 

government struggles to impose order in the oil-rich country awash with weapons after the Libyan uprising, according to Reuters. 
 

AFP reports that Jumma Hassan al Jazwi, the judge who ordered the arrest of Moammar Gaddafi’s former interior minister, General 

Abdel Fatah Yunes, was murdered in Benghazi on 21 June. An armed group killed General Yunes in July 2011 during the Libyan 

conflict. Earlier, in February 2011, Yunes had defected to the rebel side. Some suspected al Jazwi played a role in the murder of 

Yunes.  
 

Mali 
Islamist rebel group Ansar Dine has reiterated its desire for the implementation of Sharia law and its opposition to independence of 

the northern region of Mali, reports AFP. An Ansar Dine delegation has been holding talks with Blaise Compaore, president of 

Burkina Faso and mediator for the Mali crisis appointed by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). Malian 

Prime Minister Cheick Modibo Diarra supported negotiations with both Ansar Dine and National Movement for the Liberation of 

Azawad (MNLA). MNLA has already established an interim authority, despite the lack of recognition by the international communi-

ty.  
 

According to IRIN, thousands of students are leaving school in northern Mali because of the implementation of strict Sharia law by 

the Islamist rebels. New practices include educating boys and girls separately, enforcement of dress codes, and the removal of sub-

jects from the curriculum deemed to promote “infidelity”. Mali’s education ministry estimates that around 5,000 students have fled 

to schools in southern Mali. In a related story, Ansar Dine gave a young Timbuktu couple 100 lashes of a whip on 20 June for hav-

ing a child out of wedlock, reports Magharebia. Ansar Dine has been implementing Sharia law in northern Mali since March; how-

ever, this is the first time a couple has been punished by this method and according to an Islamic police official in the town, six more 

women who had children outside of marriage will be “punished by Islamic law”.  
 

Seven members of a brigade linked to AQIM were killed in a surprise air missile strike on a convoy traveling about 200 km north of 

Timbuktu near Taoudenni on 22 June, reports Magharebia. The attack came after unidentified reconnaissance airplanes were seen 

above Timbuktu on 17 June. BBC reports that there are varying estimates on the number of foreign jihadists from Pakistan, Afghani-

stan, Iraq, Nigeria, Somalia and elsewhere operating in Mali. A figure of 1,000 is often used; however, some diplomats believe this 

number could be exaggerated by regional officials who have business contracts within the security sector.  
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Mauritania 

The Citizen reports that the Coalition for the International Criminal Court, a global organisation advocating for a fair, effective and 

independent ICC, encouraged Mauritania to embrace “a new system of international justice and advance the rule of law by acceding 

to the Rome Statute”. The Rome Statute is the founding treaty of the first permanent international court capable of trying perpetra-

tors of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes. 
 

Morocco 

Morocco World News reports that Spanish businesses are increasingly looking to the economic investment opportunities in Moroc-

co. Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel Garcia Margallo said that Morocco “is a key partner for Spain” and noted that Spain’s 

exports to Morocco rose by 20% during the first three months of 2012. In other news, Morocco ranked 87 th on the failed states index 

published by the Fund for Peace. In the eighth annual failed state publication, Morocco and Tunisia were deemed “in danger” of 

further unrest. 
 

Nigeria 

Voice of America (VOA) reports that a prominent Muslim cleric in Kaduna said he holds the Nigerian government responsible for 

inadequate security measures which resulted in the bombing of three churches and the rioting that followed on 17 June. Nigerian 

security forces are working to restore calm in Kaduna after renewed clashes in the city on 20 June, reports Agence-France-Presse 

(AFP). According to a resident of Kujama, a town outside of Kaduna, soldiers and police have been deployed to reinstate calm. Of-

ficials indicate that the government is seeking assistance from religious leaders in Kaduna to resolve the tensions between Muslims 

and Christians. Meanwhile, in light of violent clashes in the city of Kaduna over the past three days, President Goodluck Jonathan’s 

trip to the United Nations (UN) climate change conference in Rio de Janeiro has sparked criticism, according to Reuters. Members 

of the lower house of parliament reportedly voted on 19 June to demand the president explain his decision to leave the country dur-

ing the unrest. Over 92 people have been killed in the clashes that were triggered by the recent church bombings. On 22 June, Nige-

rian President Goodluck Jonathan fired Minister of Defense Bello Mohammed and National Security Adviser Owoye Azazi, accord-

ing to Reuters. An explanation for the sackings was not provided but came following months of violent attacks by militant Islamist 

group Boko Haram. Colonel Sambo Dasuki was appointed new national security adviser, but a replacement for the minister of de-

fence has not yet been announced. 
 

On 21 June, the US Department of State issued a press release naming Abubakar Shekau, Abubaker Adam Kambar and Khalid al 

Barnawi as “Specially Designated Terrorists” under section 1(b) of Executive Order 13224. It is widely believed that Boko Haram 

leader Shekau has carried out numerous attacks in northern Nigeria and is responsible for the deaths of approximately 1,000 people 

in the last 18 months. The UN said that Boko Haram attacks could be considered crimes against humanity in Nigeria. Also on 21 

June, Nigerian officials confirmed that Habib Bama, the Boko Haram member wanted for the bombing of numerous public institu-

tions, including the UN building bombing in 2011, was killed in a gun battle with the Nigerian military Joint Task Force (JTF). In 

other news, four persons were arrested attempting to plant a bomb at Waje Friday mosque in Kano, according to This Day. Kano 

police stated that the suspects were captured after they abandoned the explosive which was concealed in a bag. Reuters reports that a 

bomb went off outside of a nightclub in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital, on 22 June. No one was killed by the attack. The nightclub target-

ed is popular among foreigners and wealthy Nigerians. Finally, Reuters reports that Boko Haram stormed a police prison in Yobe, 

freeing 40 inmates. Two of the assailants were killed in the jailbreak on 24 June. 
 

Tunisia 
The Tunisian News Agency (TAP) reported on 21 June that three trucks carrying weapons from Libya through the Tunisian desert of 

Tataouine were destroyed by a military plane patrolling the area. It is believed that the weapons were being smuggled into Algeria. 

Cross-border smuggling of weapons and other merchandise has been rampant since the uprisings that ousted leaders in Tunisia and 

Libya, reports Reuters. Officials from both countries have repeatedly met to discuss border security. In other security news, Ma-

gharebia reports that Tunisian Defence Minister Abdelkarim Zbidi approached US Ambassador to Tunisia, Gordon Gray, for 

“logistical support” to boost Tunisian army operational capability in “confronting the danger of al Qaeda in Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM)”.  
 

Mohamed Ali Bouaziz, the court officer who spoke out against the art exhibit that triggered recent violent riots by Islamist was ar-

rested on 19 June, reports AFP. Bouaziz was charged with disrupting public order. Bouaziz had been instructed by conservative 

Islamists to denounce the art exhibit that they deemed “an insult to Islam.” Following his statements, rioting ensued across the coun-

try on 11-12 June, killing one and injuring over 100 people.  
 

Magharebia reports that a recent video from Salim Abou Ahmed Ayoub, purportedly the second in command of al Qaeda in Tuni-

sia, has raised fears among citizens that extremist violence could escalate and Tunisia could become a target for terrorist attacks. 

The video was released after an earlier message released by al Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri’s threatening Tunisia, and a discov-

ery by Iraqi intelligence services of invitations to al Qaeda leaders to go to Tunisia. In response to the growing concerns, Maghare-

bia reports that Tunisian Religious Affairs Minister Noureddine Khadmi will begin monitoring sermons at mosques.  
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Egypt 

The long-awaited results of the Egyptian presidential election were announced on 24 June by the Supreme Presidential Election 

Commission (SPEC). Mohamed Morsi, the Muslim Brotherhood’s candidate won the runoff with 51.73% of the vote, defeating 

Ahmed Shafiq, former air force commander and Hosni Mubarak’s last Prime Minister, reports BBC. According to Ahram Online, 

Morsi will be Egypt’s first civilian president, although the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) has insured its continued 

involvement in the country’s politics. According to BBC, Field Marshal Mohammed Hussein Tantawi, Egypt’s military ruler, con-

gratulated Morsi on his victory following the announcement of results. Reuters reports that senior figures from both SCAF and Is-

lamist groups had already held several meetings leading up to the announcement of the election results. An Egyptian presidential 

spokesman has rejected the Iranian Fars news agency report that Morsi said in an interview that he would “reconsider” the peace 

deal with Israel and wanted to build closer ties to Iran, reports AFP. Meanwhile Egypt’s toppled leader Hosni Mubarak remains in 

critical condition at an army hospital in Cairo, reports the BBC. He is said to have had a series of strokes and to be on a life-support 

machine, but there has been no official word on his condition. 
 

Four former officers were sentenced in absentia to life in prison for the torture and death of Mohamed Sayyid Bilal while investigat-

ing him about the bombing of a church that occurred on New Year’s Day 2011, reports Reuters. A fifth officer, the only one who 

attended the trial, was jailed for 15 years. All five officers belonged to the state security agency that was dissolved on 15 March 

2011 after protestors stormed its headquarters following Mubarak’s removal from power on 11 February. 
 

South Sudan 

South Sudan is ranked “approximately fourth” on the 2012 Failed States Index published by the Fund for Peace. The ranking for the 

country, which has been an independent state for less than a year, is due to its fragile infrastructure, severe poverty, weak govern-

ment, tense relations with Sudan, heavy reliance on oil revenues and having the worst health and education indicators in the world. 

It was noted that South Sudan scored slightly better in terms of state legitimacy and human rights. However, in a report released on 

21 June, Human Rights Watch (HRW) documents unlawful detentions, violations of due process rights and dire conditions in South 

Sudan’s prisons. The research involved interviews of more than 250 people and was conducted in 12 of the country’s 79 prisons 

during a 10-month period before and after South Sudan’s independence on 09 July 2011. Most notable is the fact that a third of 

South Sudan’s prison population of approximately 6,000 have not been convicted of any offense and the vast majority of detainees 

have no legal representation because they cannot afford a lawyer. South Sudanese government officials have denied many of 

HRW’s claims and have called the report “unbalanced”, reports the Sudan Tribune. Minister of Interior Alison Manani Magaya said 

the report ignored the “substantial improvements” made in various prisons.  
 

On 19 June, South Sudan’s July 2012 to June 2013 annual austerity budget was presented to the national parliament in the amount 

of USD 2.1 billion, reports the Sudan Tribune. South Sudan’s economy has been dramatically impacted following the loss of oil 

revenues when South Sudan shut down oil production in January 2012 in response to a dispute with Sudan over oil transit fees. In 

order to compensate for the loss of 94% of its national income, the new budget proposes to reduce civil servants’ housing allowance 

by 50%, freeze incentives and reduce the workforce. The military will face similar cuts. Reuters further reports that Finance Minis-

ter Kosti Manibe Ngai said that “if loans and other sources of financing are not forthcoming, then we will have no choice but to 

reduce expenditure further”. The government also aims to boost non-oil revenue through taxes, fees and the sale of petroleum and 

mining concessions in addition to drawing from South Sudan’s foreign currency reserves. 
 

The Deputy Minister for Petroleum and Mining, Elizabeth James Bol, warned that there could be environmental and social dangers 

involved in the construction of the new South Sudanese pipeline that will connect South Sudan’s oil fields to the Kenyan coast and a 

similar connecting pipeline to Djibouti, reports Sudan Tribune. Bol stated that environmental and social impact assessments needed 

to be conducted in all of the countries involved in the pipeline, which include Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya. Bol officially released a 

report produced by the South Sudan Law Society (SSLS) which states that a lack of community involvement in investment decision

-making can “spur conflict and undermine peace-building efforts”.  
 

According to Sudan Tribune, South Sudan and Uganda have struck a security deal aimed at strengthening security cooperation 

along their shared border. The main focus of the agreement is on the road linking the South Sudan capital, Juba –via Nimule – to the 

Ugandan capital of Kampala. Earlier in the month, both countries contributed to a hybrid police force of around 100 officers to calm 

tensions following a three-day strike by businessmen and truck drivers who protested over their “mistreatment” by South Sudanese 

border security. The strike resulted in the stranding of over 800 passengers travelling to and from Juba.  
 

Sudan 

Sudan is ranked third on the 2012 Failed States Index published by the Fund for Peace. Sudan follows Somalia and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) and according to the report “Sudan faces large-scale instability in its political, social, and economic 
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realms, fed on by widespread ethnic, religious, and political armed conflicts throughout the country”.  
 

The Sudanese council of ministers attended an emergency session on 19 June to address the country’s 2012 budget, reports Sudan 

Tribune. The meeting, chaired by President al Bashir, resulted in parliament approving amendments to the budget that included 

austerity measures such as reducing spending on state officials’ participation in events abroad, cutting state fuel quotas by 15% and 

cutting civil service contracts by 50%. Efforts were also made to reduce the burden of these austerity measures on ordinary citizens 

by waving taxes and import fees on wheat and sugar and exempting imported medicines and production materials from value added 

taxes. Despite these efforts, numerous protests have been occurring in Khartoum and other cities throughout Sudan in response to 

the removal of fuel subsidies and increase in food prices, reports al Jazeera. Agence France Presse (AFP) reports that the protests 

initially began on 16 June, as hundreds of students gathered outside the University of Khartoum, but quickly spread to other univer-

sities and is now comprises a cross-section of the population. Riot police have used tear gas and batons against protestors, many of 

which have been chanting slogans such as “the people demand to bring down the regime”. Bashir said on 24 June that the protests 

were no “Arab Spring” and AFP notes that Sudan’s demonstrations remain small in comparison to the mass uprisings that swept 

some North African countries as part of the Arab Spring. However, mass protests toppled a military dictatorship in Sudan in 1964, 

and one demonstrator told AFP that “this is first time since 1989 we have these protests in most cities”. In response to the protests, 

Amnesty International has called on Sudanese authorities to “end its ruthless crackdown on protests and stop harassment of journal-

ists covering demonstrations”. Members of political parties and prominent youth groups, international reporters and social media 

activists are among those who have been arrested. Ahram Online reports that the Arabic Network for Human Rights Information 

(ANHRI) has also criticised the government for its crackdown on peaceful protesters and has called on the government to create 

dialogue with the opposition.  
 

According to the Sudan Tribune, Sudanese troops and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) rebels clashed in 

South Kordofan in the village of El-Fragil on 20 June. Both sides are claiming victory following the attack. Violence has decreased 

recently in the region due to the rainy season restricting the movements of troops. The leader of the Sudan Revolutionary Front 

(SRF) and SPLM-N chairman Malik Agar told the Sudan Tribune that the rebel coalition would not accept the Sudan government’s 

position that ties the allowance of humanitarian assistance to South Kordofan and Blue Nile states to a SRF/SPLM-N ceasefire. The 

humanitarian assistance plan was developed by the Arab League, African Union (AU), and United Nations (UN). Malik Agar has 

stated that the SRF and SPLM-N would be quick to declare a ceasefire after the fall of Bashir’s regime. In over a dozen interviews 

with Reuters, refugees who have arrived from Sudan into South Sudan have said that Sudan’s armed forces were attacking villages 

in Blue Nile with a counter-insurgency campaign that involved using helicopters, warplanes and troops, killing civilians and 

torching settlements. Sudanese army and civilian officials have denied the allegations and stated that the rebels are to blame. 
 

Humanitarian Crisis along the Sudanese Border 

According to recent updates from the UN, tens of thousands of people are 

moving from Sudan’s Blue Nile state into South Sudan, reports Inter Press 

Service (IPS). According to Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) also known as 

Doctors Without Borders, as of 19 June an estimated 110,000 people have 

crossed into Upper Nile which is significantly more than the 75,000 people 

relief organisations were anticipating. MSF states that the lack of water is the 

most critical problem for both those inside and outside of the camps. The UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) stated on 22 June that “the situa-

tion for refugees in South Sudan is among the most critical UNHCR now 

faces anywhere” and that they are concerned about the growing mortality 

rates in the camps. In interviews with AFP, women talk of eating tree leaves 

and bark as they fled from the fighting in Sudan to the camps in South Sudan. 

MSF has stated that malnutrition is exceeding emergency levels, especially in 

children under five. Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) reports 

that half of the cases being treated at MSF clinics are for diarrhoea, “with 

increasing cases of bloody diarrhoea from persistent dehydration and poor 

hygiene”. Various aid agencies fear the possibility of disease outbreaks given 

the lack of water, poor sanitation and the rising rates of diarrhoea. Additionally, Oxfam’s humanitarian coordinator in South Sudan, 

Pauline Ballaman, stated that if conditions do not improve then the risk of “cholera is very high”.  
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Women collecting water at dried up watering hole in the 

Jamam refugee camp in South Sudan. Source: Jared Ferrie/

IPS 
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Syrian officials confirmed Syria’s defence systems had shot down a Turkish military plane that Syria claimed entered Syrian air 

space on 22 June, according to the Associated Press (AP). In response, Turkey vowed to “determinedly take necessary steps” to ad-

dress the incident. Since the beginning of unrest in March 2011, Turkey has become one of Syria’s most outspoken critics over the 

regime’s brutal crackdown on civilians. According to Agence France-Presse (AFP), if Turkey interprets the incident as an assault, 

Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) treaty could be invoked which states “[t]he Parties agree that an armed 

attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they 

agree that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective self-defense recognised by 

Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in 

concert with the other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the securi-

ty of the North Atlantic area”. CNN reports that Western leaders condemned the downing of the Turkish fighter jet ahead of a NATO 

meeting scheduled for 26 June to discuss the incident, which according to Turkish officials, occurred when the jet was in internation-

al airspace, reports BBC. Meanwhile, Reuters reports that Syrian officials say they acted in self-defence and issued words of caution 

to Turkey’s NATO allies regarding any “retaliatory measures” against Syria. United Nations (UN) Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon 

expressed his concerns over the implications of the incident in the region. In late developments, BBC reports that according to Turk-

ish officials, Syrian forces had opened fire on a second Turkish CASA search and rescue plane while attempting to locate the 

downed Turkish jet fighter on 25 June. Syria ceased fire after a warning from the Turkish military. 
 

According to Voice of America (VOA), the US State Department is providing USD 15 million in medical and communications equip-

ment to civilian opposition groups in Syria, and CIA officers in Turkey are working to ensure that weapons from Qatar, Saudi Arabia 

and Turkey that are supplying opposition groups are not going to groups affiliated with al Qaeda in Syria. However, KUNA reports 

that Turkey denied western media’s claims that they were supplying the rebels with weapons, stating they were “groundless and are 

not based on confirmed sources”. 
 

While attending the G20 conference in Mexico, Presidents Barack Obama and Vladimir Putin agreed that the Syrian people deserved 

a political process in order to choose their own future, reports AFP. Shortly after, Russia redoubled its efforts to find a diplomatic 

resolution to the current unrest in Syria, meeting with Syrian Foreign Ministers in St. Petersburg on 22 June, according to VOA. At 

the meeting’s close, Sergei Lavrov, the Russian Foreign Minister, denounced as “absolutely, politically unrealistic” the US proposal 

that Assad would need to resign as a first step in a political settlement. Countering the US proposal, Syrian officials suggested a sim-

ultaneous pullout of both Syrian and rebel forces from towns and cities with the next step being “free and fair” elections monitored 

by international observers. The Guardian reports that the United Kingdom and the United States would consider offering Assad safe 

passage and even clemency as part of a diplomatic effort to convene a UN-sponsored conference in Geneva focusing on a political 

transition in Syria. However, according to AFP, the United States denied reports that they were offering President Assad safe pas-

sage to Geneva for meetings with the Syrian opposition. 
 

EU Business reports that Australia announced new sanctions against Syria in response to the downing of a Turkish fighter jet. The 

new sanctions affect trade between Australia and Syria in oil, petroleum, financial services, telecommunications and precious metals. 

Australia already has an existing arms embargo and sanctions against individuals connected to leaders in Damascus. 
 

On 21 June, Jordan granted asylum to a Syrian jet fighter pilot only six hours after he landed in the capital city of Amman, according 

to CNN. The pilot was branded a traitor by officials in Damascus who had initially claimed the aircraft pilot was forced to make an 

emergency landing at the King Hussein military base. Meanwhile, three top Syrian officers defected, crossing the border into Tur-

key, reports the Christian Science Monitor (CSM). The officers, were part of a 224-person group, comprising 33 military and their 

families. Defections of lower level troops has become commonplace; however, the possible defection of a general makes this a 

unique incident as so far only 13 Syrian generals have defected to Turkey since the beginning of the unrest.  
 

AP reports the Russian vessel MV Alaed, suspected of carrying attack helicopters to Syria, returned to its port of origin after its Lon-

don-based insurer removed coverage for the vessel. When the UK insurer Standard Club became aware that the vessel was carrying 

munitions, a clear violation of sanction rules, the company rescinded coverage. Days later, Russia confirmed that the ship was carry-

ing Syrian-owned Soviet helicopters to Syria which had been recently repaired by Russia as outlined in a 2008 contract agreement 

between the countries, reports the Telegraph. Reuters reports that three more vessels will depart Russian ports, headed for Syria. 

Pentagon officials signaled they were not concerned about the cargo of the vessels which they said contained supplies and personnel 

destined for the naval base in Tartus, Syria. While Russia has made no decision to evacuate Russian nationals and servicemen at its 

Syrian naval base, plans are in place to quickly act if tensions escalate or the international community intervenes, reports Moscow 

Times. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has indicated his commitment to helping Russian passport holders, numbering ap-

proximately 100 thousand, in the event of evacuation. 
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Security 

Syria is home to one of the world’s largest chemical weapons arsenals and there is considerable debate among experts over the na-

ture and threat the chemical weapons pose in the region, according to BBC. Concerns continue among neighbouring countries as 

well as key western governments about the security of these weapons should the Assad regime fall.  
 

Activists report on 19 June that Syrian forces continue to shell the city of Homs, according to AP. Additionally, opposition and Syri-

an forces continue sporadic clashes in the city. Amid continued fighting, the Syrian government signaled it would facilitate the evac-

uation of civilians trapped in the city but accused opposition forces of blocking efforts to carry out the UN request. Al Bawaba News 

reports that 62 people were killed, including 31 civilians, 27 soldiers and four rebels on 19 June. Additionally, Syrian troops are 

reported to be using attack helicopters. On 20 June, rebel forces sought to retake the Homs neighbourhood of Baba Amr after losing 

it to government forces in February 2012, according to McClatchy Newspapers. The area has strategic and symbolic importance to 

rebel fighters as it is the neighbourhood that Assad visited after its capture in March 2012. On the same day, al Bawaba News re-

ports that Syrian troops suffered heavy losses in clashes with rebels while UN observers remained in the country, despite the sus-

pension of their operations due to insecurity. At least 39 people were killed, of which 28 were Syrian soldiers, in the Latakia region 

of Syria. Elsewhere in the country 11 people were killed, including six civilians. An AP online video showed over a dozen bloodied 

corpses in military uniforms by the side of the road in northern Syria in what the government is calling a “mass killing” by rebel 

forces on 22 June. Details were not easily confirmed, but SANA, the state run news agency, reported at least 25 deaths. AP could not 

independently confirm the casualties; however, the narrator of the video said the victims were members of Shabiha, the pro-

government militia. On 21 June, AFP reported that almost 170 people were killed in fighting, according to the Syrian Observatory 

for Human Rights, in what is considered to be “the bloodiest day since the start of the ceasefire” on 12 April 2012. The casualties 

included at least 104 civilians, 54 soldiers and 10 rebel fighters. Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) reports “huge bombings were heard 

in the capital city of Damascus”, according to the opposition group Local Coordination Committees (LCCs). Casualties were also 

reported in Homs, Daraa, Idlib, Hamah, Aleppo, Deir al Zour and Latakia. KUNA reports that 82 people were killed by government 

troops on 24 June according to the Local Coordination Committee in Syria. The majority of casualties occurred in Aleppo, Deir al 

Zour, Deraa, Hama, Homs and Idlib. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights reports on the same day that rebels captured a mili-

tary base in the northern Syrian province of Aleppo where they seized large amounts of munitions, according to AP. These latest 

casualties bring the total number of people killed since the start of the unrest in March 2011 to over 15,000 people.  
 

Humanitarian 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported that the humanitarian situation in Syria 

continues to worsen with approximately 1.5 million people in need of assistance. Visits by various UN agencies to Homs and Idlib 

in recent weeks have revealed that a growing number of people are leaving their homes and communities, placing themselves in the 

line of fire and increasing their vulnerability. The Syrian Red Cross reports 350,000 people in the Idlib governate are currently in 

need of assistance, which is an increase of 150,000 people since the last assessment conducted in March 2012. UNICEF also an-

nounced that the organisation, along with its partners, needed an additional USD 14 million in order to provide healthcare, nutrition, 

education and child protection for Syria’s youth. 
 

On 22 June, the UN Special Envoy of the United Nations Kofi Annan, as well as the League of Arab States, indicated that the inter-

national community needed to increase pressure on the Syrian government and opposition groups to end the ongoing violence and 

work toward a political transition. 
 

Despite receiving assurances from both rebel and Syrian armed forces, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) was 

unable to reach populations in Homs, according to the Scotsman. An ICRC and Syrian Arab Red Crescent team was heading to the 

old city of Homs early on 22 June, but were forced to turn back due to the shooting. Potential relief operations will focus on the 

neighbourhoods of al-Qarabis, al-Qussoor, Jouret al-Shiyah and al-Khalidiya. 
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 remained in Egypt. The more than 626,010 Libyans who fled to Tunisia returned to Libya. As of early 2012, no refugee claims were 

received by neighbouring countries from Libyans. 
 

The emergency response to the needs of Libyans and others occurred in two phases: evacuation of TCNs from February through 

June 2011 and assistance to stranded TCNs from June through September 2011. UNHCR partnered with IOM for the humanitarian 

evacuation of TCNs by chartering 115 aircraft. Many migrants living in Libya in 2011 had their passports and possessions taken 

early in the conflict by militias. IOM chief of mission in Libya, Jeremy Haslam, told al Jazeera in March 2012 “the major problem 

is citizenship verification and temporary travel documentation” and that nearly 90% lack documentation, which means that before 

they can be repatriated IOM has to confirm their origin. 
 

In September 2011, The Independent reported that there was new evidence indicating that Gaddafi sought to employ and force hu-

man smugglers to send 100,000 Africans into Europe in “retaliation for NATO’s backing the rebels and bombing his forces”. The 

Libyan secret police, Mukhabarat, rounded up known human smugglers and told them it was their “patriotic duty” to ferry Africans 

to Europe. One smuggler speaking with The Independent said this campaign started at the end of May 2011. He said smuggling pric-

es charged to migrants dropped by nearly half during this period (from LYD 2,000 (USD 1,559) to LYD 1,000 (USD 779) and no 

bribes were made to officials.    
 

MPI noted in December 2011 that EU member countries were concerned about the possibility of mass migration flows to Europe as 

a result of uprisings in North Africa but these were largely unrealised as only Italy and Malta received 50,000 of the estimated 

800,000 migrants that fled Libya and Tunisia in 2011. However, the fears revealed the differences in migration policy stances in the 

EU. Italy requested assistance to relocate some of the asylum seekers; however, it was met with resistance as some EU countries 

indicated the numbers did not warrant action and still others suggested they had an obligation after the migration policies forged by 

Italy with Gaddafi. Italy responded by issuing residence permits to 22,000 Tunisians which allowed them free movement within the 

EU; this triggered France to respond by checking for Italian-issued residence permits. The continued disagreement among the 25 

countries party to the Schengen agreement, which allows for freedom of moment between the borders of participating countries, 

could threaten this longstanding pillar of the EU. MPI suggests that revised border control measures and burden sharing will likely 

be debated at the European Summit scheduled for June 2012.  
  

Furthering the debate on boat migrants, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) released the report of the 

Committee on Migration, Refugees and Displaced Persons regarding lives lost in the Mediterranean Sea in 2011. The committee 

found a ‘catalogue of failures’ in the deaths of people who attempted to flee the Libyan conflict by sea. The PACE report focuses on 

the fatal outcome of an unanswered distress call from a boat of migrants fleeing violence in Libya, which resulted in the deaths of 63 

individuals. The report suggests that two NATO vessels in the area failed to respond to distress calls from the boat. Recommenda-

tions presented in the report include the need to “fill the vacuum of responsibility” for search and rescue zones, draft guidelines for 

responding to distress calls, ensure the principle of non-refoulement, and to conduct further investigations. PACE further suggested 

that future NATO operations plan for possible refugee flows. In response to questions presented by PACE, NATO Assistant Secre-

tary General for Operations Stephen Evans provided information about the Italian vessel ETNA and Spanish vessel ESPS MENDEZ 

NUNEZ, both operating under NATO command during the period in question. Additionally, NATO explained it held coordination 

meetings with the IOM, UNHCR and the International Maritime Organization (IMO), during Operation Unified Protector (OUP) to 

ensure the sharing of information on search and rescue operations. NATO vessels rescued an estimated 600 migrants in the Mediter-

ranean Sea during OUP and indirectly facilitated the rescue of hundreds of others. Evans emphasis the adherence by all NATO com-

manders to responsibilities defined under international law and the Law of the Sea.  
 

The fall of North African regimes puts migration controls in limbo, and the interim governments are hesitant to allow foreign police 

or forces in their country to assist with the issue but do not yet have security systems set in place, according to Foreign Affairs.  

Brookings says that more needs to be done to protect migrant workers who face situations of displacement. The EU increased securi-

ty measures and maritime patrols in 2011 in an effort to stem migration and asylum flows; however, it is important that countries in 

the region are provided with the capacity to protect displaced populations and address the needs of conflict-affected people. Addi-

tional research is needed to close the gap on migration data in Libya and the greater North African region and to inform policy mak-

ers as they build or rebuild migration systems. 

 

For the full CFC report “Libya’s Migration Crisis of 2011”, click here. 
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