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Source: Iraq Business News 

The above, is a weekly reporting by AKE of attacks occurring within Iraq.  The map is organized by prov-

ince.  An attack constitutes a bombing, shooting, rocket/mortar attack, kidnap or stabbing. 

This document provides an overview of developments in Iraq for the month of May 2012, with hyper-

links to source material highlighted and underlined in the text. For more information on the topics below 

or other issues pertaining to the region, please contact the members of the Mediterranean Basin Team, 

or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.iraq-businessnews.com/category/security/weekly-security-update/
http://www.akegroup.com/about-ake/
http://www.cimicweb.org
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Iraq, the CFC has begun 
publishing special reports on the region in addition to our bi-weekly newsletters.  Please send your recommendations for future 
report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Oil 

R 
euters reports that Iraq planned to auction 12 new oil and gas exploration blocks during the country’s fourth round of en-

ergy bidding. Iraq hopes to quickly expand its oil sector, as oil is seen as the key to Iraq’s future economic stability. Iraq 

is auctioning service contracts in which Iraq would be paid a fee to foreign energy companies who provide services in the 

exploration. This is viewed by many oil companies as less attractive than production-sharing contracts in which explorers receive 

a share of profits from output. Iraq has pre-approved 47 energy companies to participate in the tender; however, Exxon Mobil 

was disqualified from participating in the fourth round as the result of an exploration deal the company entered into with the semi

-autonomous region of Kurdistan in late 2011 which Baghdad maintains was illegal. One senior Western oil executive said of the 

upcoming auction that “[n]either the terms nor the acreage on offers are attractive, so I wouldn’t be surprised if there were little 

interest from the international oil companies”. Analysts say that the 30-31 May auction was largely a disappointment, reports 

Middle East Online, as many investors viewed the contracts for bid as unfavourable. Despite their exclusion from the fourth 

round of bidding, Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) reports on 02 May that Exxon Mobile penned an agreement with the state-owned 

Iraqi Drilling Company to drill 20 wells in the sector called West Quarna– #1 Oil Field, in Basra southern Iraq. The contract is 

expected to be completed in 24-months and will cost Iraq USD 100 million. 

  

United Press International (UPI) states that Iraq’s production in April 2012 increased to 195,000 barrels per day (bpd). The 

Washington Post reports that in April, Iraq exported more oil than it has in any other month since the Iraq invasion of Kuwait in 

1990. Analysts indicate that the increased exports signals the rise of Iraq as a modern petro-state with “all the benefits and chal-

lenges resource rich countries” experience. Iraq could supply nearly 50% of the incremental growth in world oil demand in the 

next five to seven years explains Larry Goldstein, director of the nonprofit Energy Policy Research Foundation. According to the 

Washington Post article, Iraq has been successful in reaching this milestone by reducing violence and maintaining security within 

the country. 

  

Iraq is discussing the feasibility of acquiring drones to provide security and surveillance capabilities to its oil resources, according 

to Agence France-Presse (AFP). Iraqi officials have been in contact with both US and Chinese firms to provide drones that are 

equipped with hi-tech monitoring equipment, although it has yet to be confirmed if the drones will be armed. An official from the 

US Office of Security Cooperation-Iraq (OSC-I) told AFP, that “Iraq’s navy has purchased US drones to protect the country’s oil 

platforms in the south, from where most of Iraq’s oil is shipped”. 

  

Iraq has issued a tender for the construction of a breakwater, also known as a bulkhead, in the Persian Gulf, which is the first 

stage in the construction of a giant port project that Saddam Hussein once considered undertaking, reports the Gulf Times. The 

new port, named Grand Faw, is to be constructed south of Iraq’s oil hub in Basra. According to the 13 May article, Grand Faw 

will include 7,000 metres of dock to receive container ships and a 3,500-metre dock for general cargo. 

  

Kurdistan Oil 

The Kurdish government in the semi-autonomous region of Iraq reports that, with the expected August 2013 completion of an oil 

pipeline extending into Turkey, Kurdistan will be capable of exporting its own oil, reports Reuters. According to Minister of En-

ergy Resources Ashti Hawrami, once direct exports begin, the Kurdish government will retain 17% of the revenues generated and 

transfer the balance of revenues to the federal government in Baghdad. The article further states that Kurdistan is also developing 

plans to connect to an oil refinery in Turkey’s Ceyhan port by 2014. In other oil news, UPI reports that Gulf Keystone has begun 

drilling the Bakman-1 exploration well in the Kurdish region, marking the third such exploration by the company in Kurdistan.  

  

International Cooperation 

On 11 May, the European Union (EU) and Iraq penned a landmark “Partnership and Cooperation Agreement” establishing a 

comprehensive framework to enhance ties and cooperation, reports Gulf News. Areas of cooperation included countering terror-

ism, promoting human rights, trade and investment, and energy. This is the first agreement ever signed between the EU and Iraq. 

EU High Representative Catherine Ashton said, “I am delighted to sign an Agreement which I am convinced is good for Iraq, 

good for the EU, and good for our long term relationship”. 

  

The World Bank may withdraw the allocation of USD millions in international aid to build and repair Iraq’s dilapidated schools, 

as the money has been left unspent for years, according to Associated Press (AP). More than 33%, or roughly USD 469 million of 

Economic Development              

mailto:mediterranean@cimicweb.org?subject=recommended%20report%20topic
http://www.abs-cbnnews.com/global-filipino/world/05/28/12/iraq-set-auction-new-oil-gas-blocks
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=52600
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2237964&Language=en
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Resources/2012/05/11/Gulf-Keystone-spuds-Kurdish-oil-well/UPI-16641336741805/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/iraqi-oil-industry-experiences-new-boom/2012/05/08/gIQALy6iBU_story.html?wprss=rss_world
http://gulftoday.ae/portal/5598b60b-0a45-443b-ac5d-560e8a91e745.aspx
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=505137&version=1&template_id=48&parent_id=28
http://en.trend.az/capital/energy/2028225.html
http://en.trend.az/capital/energy/2028225.html
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Resources/2012/05/11/Gulf-Keystone-spuds-Kurdish-oil-well/UPI-16641336741805/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Energy-Resources/2012/05/11/Gulf-Keystone-spuds-Kurdish-oil-well/UPI-16641336741805/
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2239831&Language=en
http://www.newser.com/article/d9v172to0/years-of-chaos-bureaucracy-threaten-world-bank-funds-for-iraqs-schools.html
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Political Crisis 

I 
raq opposition parties are considering backing Prime Minister Nouri al Maliki-predecessor Ibrahim al Jaafari as the country’s 

new prime minister if negotiations with Prime Minister al Maliki do not result in a shift in his leadership style, according to 

Hurriyet Daily News. Cafer Ibrahim, spokesperson for the ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) of the Kurdistan Regional 

Government (KRG), stated that “our first goal is to create a new channel of dialogue with al Maliki to make him consider the other 

political parties in Iraq. However, if we don’t succeed in this, our alternative is to remove al Maliki and ask the National Iraqi Alli-

ance to nominate someone”. Political leaders within the country met in Erbil on 07 May to discuss possible solutions to the political 

crisis between the Shi’ite-led government and the country’s Sunnis and Kurds. Aswat al Iraq reports the Dwlat al Qannon party, led 

by Prime Minister al Maliki, dismissed threats made by four of the most senior Iraqi political leaders to push for a vote of no confi-

dence against the ruling coalition and responded by threatening to dissolve the country’s parliament and hold early elections. On 28 

May, the Kurdish Blocs Coalition met with Iraqiya party officials along with Kurdish President Massoud Barzani and a Sadrist 

Movement delegation to discuss next steps, according to KUNA. In a surprise move, influential Iraqi Shi’ite cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr 

said that his parliamentary bloc would back a motion of no confidence if it his party’s votes were necessary for a successful no confi-

dence vote by the MPs, reports AFP. 

  

Trial of Iraqi’s Vice President 

The trial of Iraqi VP Tariq al Hashemi, set to begin 03 May, was delayed as al Hashemi’s lawyers petitioned the Iraqi Parliament to 

create a special court to hear the case against him, reports BBC. The Iraqi VP maintains that he would not receive a fair trial in Bagh-

dad and had requested the trial be conducted in Kirkuk. Al Hashemi has been charged with running death squads at the height of 

sectarian violence in 2005-2006. The trial of al Hashemi has re-ignited sectarian tensions. Hours before the trial was to begin, there 

were reports of shooting and bombings in the Baghdad neighbourhood of Harithiya, which left two Iraqi policemen injured, reports 

AFP. The trial eventually opened on 15 May with the defendant in absentia. Prosecutors maintained the VP is responsible for the 

deaths of over 150 people, according to a separate BBC article. The trial hit a snag on 20 May when al Hashemi’s defence team 

walked out of the VP’s court proceedings, frustrated after a judge refused to accept the defence’s evidence, reports AFP. Muayad al-

Izzi, the head of Hashemi’s defence team, told reporters “We decided to withdraw from the case as the appeals commission did not 

review the appeals we presented to it,” referring to their attempts to have the case heard in a special tribunal rather than at the Central 

Criminal Court of Iraq. On 31 May the Iraqi court adjourned the trial until 19 June, reports KUNA. Al Hashemi currently resides in 

Turkey and contends that the charges against him are politically motivated, as Prime Minister al Maliki is seen by many within Iraq 

as undertaking a power grab, reports BBC. Additionally, AFP reports that Interpol has issued an international Red Notice alert on 08 

May for the arrest of al Hashemi “on the suspicion of guiding and financing terrorist attacks”. 

  

Internal Affairs 

A United Nations envoy returning from a visit to Iraq finds that the country is making progress towards a stable society. Martin Ko-

bler, head of the UN Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), says that “[e]verybody at the beginning of the year was a little bit cau-

tious, observing the situation”, but all measurements indicate that there is no apparent deterioration of security within the country, 

despite predictions that Iraq would dissolve into chaos as US troops departed the country in December 2011. However, the Institute 

for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) says a recent Iraqi government decision allowing people to keep firearms in their homes has 

many politicians and citizens concerned about the message it sends at a time when Iraq is “far from stable”.  Iraqi officials believe 

allowing guns and requiring registration will ensure the government can control the large amounts of weapons already in the hands 

of Iraqis. 

  

On 15 May, Human Rights Watch (HRW) released a report claiming that Iraq’s government has been carrying out mass arrests and 

unlawful detainments in Camp Honor, a notorious detention facility located in Baghdad’s Green Zone. The government claims it 

closed the camp a year ago; however, interviews with witnesses, victims, family members and government officials confirm that the 

camp is still operational. Since October 2011, the Maliki government has conducted several “waves” of detentions which were 

termed “cautionary” at the time of the arrests. HRW indicates that the government has held detainees for months without disclosing 

information or whereabouts to relatives. 

  
According to Middle East Online, an Iraqi court released a Hezbollah commander accused of plotting the killing of five US soldiers 

in January 2007 due to a lack of evidence. The US handed over the suspect to Iraqi officials in December 2011 but the Iraqi court 

will release him as “no document was provided that indicates the guilt” of the commander. 

  

RIA Novosti reports that four Russian cyclists detained in Iraq on 20 May have been released by Iraqi authorities and are now back in 

Russia. The bikers were detained near Baghdad, accused of espionage and visa forgery, after the cyclists travelled south from the 

Governance & Rule of  Law              

the allocated resources have yet to be utilised and the World Bank must now decide whether to extend the deadline. The organisa-

tions says it would be forced to redistribute these funds to the world’s poorest countries if Iraq continues to “sit” on the money.   

http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/iraq-opposition-seeks-to-replace-pm-maliki.aspx?pageID=238&nid=19916&NewsCatID=352
http://en.aswataliraq.info/(S(znqouh3wlknr5dntmhuexj55))/printer.aspx?id=148438
http://en.aswataliraq.info/(S(znqouh3wlknr5dntmhuexj55))/printer.aspx?id=148438
http://www.aknews.com/en/aknews/4/309621/?AKmobile=true
http://arabnews.com/sadrists-would-support-no-confidence-vote-iraq-pm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17936645
http://www.ndtv.com/article/world/baghdad-hit-by-attacks-as-vice-president-death-squad-trial-opens-205785
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18078741
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18078741
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2244446&Language=en
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-18078741
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iraq/9252216/Interpol-issue-Red-Notice-for-Iraqs-Tareq-al-Hashemi.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41981&Cr=iraq&Cr1=
http://reliefweb.int/node/497241
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/05/15/iraq-mass-arrests-incommunicado-detentions
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=52116
http://en.rian.ru/russia/20120528/173723797.html
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R 
udaw indicates that unlike other regions of Iraq, the semi-autonomous region of Kurdistan has enjoyed virtually no terrorist 

or extremist attacks in recent years. The low incidence of violence is attributed to two factors. For one, the security forces 

have the support of the Kurdish government and secondly, the article cites a lack of sectarianism, “[i]n Baghdad they have 

different sects but here everyone is a Kurd so there’s no problem”. In contrast, recent violence in the Diyala province of  eastern Iraq 

has citizens concerned over a resurgence of sectarian violence, according to an 04 May article by the IWPR. The double bombing of 

a café owned by a Shi’ite man in the village of Abu Garma recently killed 10 and wounded 17 others. All victims were said to be 

Shi’ite Arabs. Responsibility for the 26 April attack was claimed by the al Qaeda affiliated Islamic State of Iraq (ISI). Although 

tensions in the province have dropped considerably over the past two years, residents told IWPR that conflict over the past decade 

has left lingering mistrust and fear among residents.  

  

South African Press Association (SAPA) reports that a bombing of a Shi’ite mans home in Baquba, Diyala province on 07 May left 

two dead and four family members wounded. Also in Baquba, gunmen killed a civilian. Meanwhile, in Baghdad, a bomb that 

exploded inside a minibus killed one civilian and wounded four others. Finally, another bombing in southern Baghdad wounded 

seven people, two of which were police officers. 

 

A booby-trapped car exploded at a military checkpoint in the northern city of Mosul killing six and wounding 24 others on 15 May, 

reports KUNA. The bombing was quickly followed by an exchange of gunfire between militants and Iraqi security forces. No other 

Security                                                                                                                          

O 
n 08 May, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) working in coordination with the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), distributed emergency non-food relief items to 98 newly arriving families in the Domiz 

camp located in Dahuk, Iraq. According to the briefing, Domiz is now home to 2,835 registered Syrian refugees, which 

comprise over half of the estimated 4,200 that have crossed the border into Iraq. The remainder are said to be staying with family 

and friends or in local mosques. Dahuk authorities have confirmed that Syrian children aged 6-12 are permitted to attend schools in 

the province but transportation and overcrowding continue to be obstacles. 

  

Environmental News Service says USD millions have been spent clearing 1,730 km infested with landmines but with only a fraction 

of the devices successfully removed. Iraq is among the world’s worst countries regarding unexploded munitions and landmines, ac-

cording to the United Nations. In the past decade only 15 square km have been successfully cleared through demining efforts. Kurdi-

stan, however, has cleared 27 square km since it began in 1992. According to Iraqi government officials, the slow progress is due to 

the lack of any record or map showing the locations of the mines. The Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) reports that 

although Iraq is in the process of drawing up detailed maps of mined regions of the country, it is unlikely these areas will be cleared 

in time for a self-imposed 2018 deadline. The lack of historical records identifying the location of the mines in suspected mine fields 

has significantly slowed progress in the removal of the unexploded ordinances. Over one-third of the country is in need of surveying 

in order to locate existing mines. By the end of 2012, it is predicted that maps will be available for the five most heavily mined prov-

inces in the country which include Basra, Maysan, Nasiriya, Muthanna and Diyala. Iraqi officials also indicated that they lacked suf-

ficiently trained demining staff.  

  

The Iranian exiled organisation, Mujahedin-e Khalq (MeK), residing in Iraq and deemed a terrorist organisation over a decade ago, 

is now being considered for removal from the international terrorist watch list, according to Fox News. The 15 May article indicates 

the MeK has announced that it renounces terrorism.  

  

Gulf Times states that the Arab Spring has prompted a number of Iraqi refugees to return home despite concerns over continued in-

stability. Immigration and refugee officials reported a marked increase in the numbers of Iraqis returning to their country. Most refu-

gees are returning from Libya, Egypt, Yemen and Syrian. “Iraq is not yet a safe country, but it will be better to be living at home 

when everywhere else is unsafe,” Zainab Fadhel, a 32-year-old mother of two who has just returned from Syria, told the IWPR. 

“This [Syria] is not our war; we don’t need to be involved”. 

Humanitarian Affairs                                                                                                 

Kurdistan region of Iraq.  

  

International Affairs 

Chinese, French, German, Russian, British and US negotiators met with their Iranian counterparts for nuclear talks in Baghdad, ac-

cording to Bloomberg. While Iran denies that it is pursuing nuclear weapons, it continues to withhold the UN International Atomic 

Energy Agency access to inspect Iran’s nuclear program. Iran will not find relief from oil and financial sanctions at this meeting sug-

gests the article, but talks may pave the way for future easing of sanctions.  

http://www.rudaw.net/english/kurds/4757.html
http://iwpr.net/report-news/iraq-sectarian-violence-fears-diyala
http://www.iol.co.za/news/world/attacks-kill-four-in-iraq-1.1290924
http://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=2240754&Language=en
http://reliefweb.int/node/495082
http://www.ens-newswire.com/ens/may2012/2012-05-10-01.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95500/IRAQ-Mine-free-2018-target-will-be-missed
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/mek.htm
http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=508663&version=1&template_id=46&parent_id=26
http://reliefweb.int/node/500042
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2012-05-22/iran-world-powers-meet-over-atomic-concerns-in-baghdad.html
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injuries were reported. Also on 15 May, the US dismissed reports that it would cancel a multi-billion dollar police training 

programme in Iraq, reports Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL). Instead, US officials indicated they are responding to a 

request from Baghdad to downsize the scale of the project. According to RFE/RL, an earlier New York Times article stated the 

downsize is due to the spiralling costs and Iraqi opposition to the programme; however, the 50 US trainers will continue. 

  

Iraqi police reported a car bomb detonated in Fallujah’s city centre killing five and injuring eight people on 14 May, according to 

Agenzia Giornalistica Italia (AGI ). Fallujah is located west of Baghdad and was a former strong hold of al Qaeda in Iraq. Two other 

attacks occurred on the same day in Fallujah injuring 10 people. Also, Iraqi Intelligence Agent Abbas Fatih Ahmed was killed in 

Kirkuk, northern Iraq, when a bomb attached to his car exploded. 

  

Iraqi officials confirm that a number of gunmen in two speeding cars opened fire and killed three security forces at a security check 

point in the northern outskirts of Baghdad on 21 May, according to the AP. Meanwhile, AFP reports that on 23 May, bombings in 

the centre of the ethnically-mixed city of Baquba, north of Baghdad, killed six people including four children. The attacks struck the 

homes of a Sunni anti-al Qaeda militiaman and a former internally-displaced Shi’ite family, both of which are in a neighbourhood 

that was an insurgent stronghold during the worst of Iraq’s sectarian bloodshed. On the same day, a separate AFP report indicated 

that a bus carrying Lebanese Shi’ite pilgrims was hit by a roadside bomb in Sunni-dominated Anbar province killing three and 

wounding 10 others. Similarly, CNN reports that a bus carrying Pakistani Shi’ite pilgrims was struck by a roadside bomb on 27 May 

wounding 24 people. The bombing occurred near Fallujah, located west of Baghdad.  

 

Along the Syrian-Iraqi border, security forces were on high alert for several hours the morning of 27 May as clashes between Syrian 

and rebel forces occurred close to the Iraqi border, reports AFP.  Border guard Captain Ali Juwair states that they were on high alert 

after clashes broke out and explosions were heard on the Syrian side of the border in the village of Albu Kamal.  

 

AP reports a restaurant bombing in Baghdad killed 18 people and wounded 53 others. Another four blasts hit the capital of Baghdad, 

and the northern city of Mosul was the scene of a fatal shooting attack on 31 May. 

  

Al-Qaeda in Iraq 

Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) is facing both financial and logistical challenges operating in Iraq, according to UPI. The Commander of 

Iraqi armed forces, Lt. Gen. Ali Ghaidan said that al Qaeda militants operating in the country were losing ground and indicated that 

recent AQI attacks lacked the “explosive terror” they have wielded in the past. Further, he noted the quantity of explosives found in 

each car bomb or IED has decreased over the past two months. UPI reports that Iraqi security forces arrested high-ranking al Qaeda 

leader Abu Nasr al-Jahali southeast of Tikrit, Iraq, in a military operation. According to the article, the army also seized an 

explosives vest and 20 hand grenades. In a separate raid, UPI reports that Iraqi forces also arrested four gunmen suspected in 

sectarian-motivated killings. An arrest warrant was issued in 2006 for the four suspects, who absconded to Iran, but re-entered Iraq 

in 2011.  

Socio-cultural Development    

T 
he Institute for War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) indicates that two leading press advocacy groups in Iraq report that on-

going media freedom violations are occurring in the country but it remains unclear who is to blame. Iraqi reporters faced 

serious government harassment including random arrests and a range of restrictions. 
 

Double decker buses have made a return to Baghdad, reports Reuters. The Ministry of Transport says 60 new double-decker buses, 

manufactured in Jordan, will begin running on state-run lines. The bus fares cost half of the price of a taxi ride, at 500 Iraqi dinar (40 

US cents). The air-conditioned buses are a welcome sight for residences who endure summer temperatures over 50 degrees Celsius 

and see the reintroduction as a sign that life is slowly getting back to normal. 
 

According to AFP, near the Shi’ite holy city of Najaf lie the remains of the celebrated ancient Christian city of Hira. Unfortunately, 

three sites in the city, identified five years earlier, are unexplored and unkempt because there are no funds for the excavation. Offi-

cials are concerned that uncompleted excavations leave the sites vulnerable to damage. The historic sites are believed to be the set-

tlement of a pre-Islamic tribe, the Lakmids, who emigrated from Yemen in the second or third century CE. A separate AFP article 

reports that teams of Iraqi archaeologists have identified 40 ancient sites in southern Iraq. The sites are from the Sumerian, Akkadian 

and Babylonian periods. The most recent discoveries in Dhi Qar province brings the total number of archaeological sites to 1,240 -  

the most of any province in the country. 
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