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In Focus: Syria’s Fragile Peace 

By Amber Ramsey 
 

Both the Syrian opposition and the regime of Syri-

an President Bashar al Assad agreed separately to 

abide by the peace plan proposed by UN-Arab 

League special envoy to Syria Kofi Annan in 

March 2012. The Syrian National Council (SNC), 

the main Syrian umbrella opposition group, re-

leased a statement affirming, “[w]e are ready to act 

to make the Annan plan a success”. Meanwhile, 

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem stated 

during a visit to China that “we will continue coop-

eration with the UN Envoy to make his mission a 

success”. However, the six-point plan has received 

much scepticism from world leaders and analysts 

who say that it is difficult to be optimistic about 

commitments from President Assad who has bro-

ken many promises in the past and further, the 

splintered Syrian opposition is not always in agree-

ment. Among those sceptical of the peace plan’s 

success, Qatar’s emir, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 

Al-Thani, told reporters at a press conference in 

Rome that the chances of success for the Annan 

plan were “no higher than three percent”.                                                 (continued on page 10) 

 

 

Annan’s six-point peace plan 
 
1. Syrian-led political process to address the 
aspirations and concerns of the Syrian people; 
2. UN-supervised cessation of armed violence 
in all its forms by all parties to protect civil-
ians; 
3. All parties to ensure provision of humani-
tarian assistance to all areas affected by the 
fighting, and implement a daily two-hour 
humanitarian pause; 
4. Authorities to intensify the pace and scale 
of release of arbitrarily detained persons; 
5. Authorities to ensure freedom of move-
ment throughout the country for journalists; 
6. Authorities to respect freedom of associa-
tion and the right to demonstrate peacefully. 

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
http://www.cimicweb.org
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5i3YYToGK2EbkZ2fRQJTDCumE9yCw?docId=CNG.0aed8735d1342bd2d8ddc08ead1bdb9b.311
http://www.sana.sy/eng/22/2012/04/19/413279.htm
http://www.sana.sy/eng/22/2012/04/19/413279.htm
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2012/04/201241115843805475.html
http://www.khaleejtimes.com/kt-article-display-1.asp?section=middleeast&xfile=data/middleeast/2012/April/middleeast_April225.xml
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Eritrea 

Eritrean officials say that President Isaias Afewerki is doing fine and accused the United States of spreading lies about his health 

condition, announced Reuters. Rumours about his failing health caused speculations about his possible successor. Shabait published 

a press statement regarding Afewerki, stating that he is “in robust health, and by all means of medical standard, is at the peak of his 

health”. 
 

The Agricultural Ministry has observed that the implementation of a national plan pertaining to animal husbandry and irrigation 

farms has had a positive impact on food security in the country, the head of the Planning and Statistics Department, Solomon Haile, 

told Shabait. Modern machinery has also contributed to increased production. In another Shabait article, it is noted that, as a result of 

an agricultural project established in April 2012, farms in Somomo, located in the Ari-Quala sub-zone, now produce as often as three 

times per year.  
 

A health centre in Shambuku now has 24-hour access to electricity from solar panels, reports Shabait. The centre has been providing 

first-aid and malaria prevention services, in addition to maternity, paediatric and laboratory services.  
 

Ethiopia 

Reuters reports that on 17 April, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi accused Eritrea of being responsible for kidnapping more 

than 100 Ethiopian gold miners in the northwest Tigray region. In addition, Zenawi holds Eritrea accountable for the killing and kid-

napping of tourists in the north-eastern region of the country. Zenawi stated “we have taken proportional measures in both locations”, 

but he did not give specifics. 
 

During a recent opening ceremony of a primary school in the Gurage Zone in Southern Nations Nationalities & Peoples Regional 

State (SNNPRS), the Japanese Ambassador to Ethiopia, Hiroyuki Kishino, praised the community’s contribution to building the 

school, reports Walta Information Centre (WIC). Japan has provided support to the construction of new schools and safe water facili-

ties in Ethiopia and is committed to continuing its assistance. The Ethiopian News Agency (ENA) reports that in the North Gonder 

Zone of Amhara State, more than 212,000 citizens have contributed to the construction of 714 classrooms, the maintenance of 376 

schools and the purchase of 14,800 desks and 16,600 reference books. The local public education department says there has been an 

increase in public participation to improve education in the region. 
 

Germany donated 405 personal protective aprons to the Ethiopian Mine Action Office (EMAO) in continuing efforts to rid the coun-

try of landmines, reports WIC. Ambassador of Germany to Ethiopia, Lieselore Cyrus, praised EMAO’s demining program, which he 

said is helping to fuel food security and agricultural development in the country.  
 

WIC reports that, according to a study conducted by Hydro China Cooperation, Ethiopia has the potential to generate over one mil-

lion megawatts (MW) of electricity from wind and solar energy. According to the Ministry of Water and Energy, the Chinese Embas-

sy has allocated USD 1.5 million to develop the country’s energy potential. Projects already underway anticipate yielding 171 MW 

of wind power next year.  
 

According to Ethiopian Airlines CEO Tewolde Gebremariam, the company is anticipating the delivery of their first new Boeing 787 

Dreamliner airplane, states WIC. The airline will be the first to operate the plane in Africa. Ethiopian Airlines ordered ten 787’s in 

2005 from Boeing. 
 

Somalia 

Reuters reports that the Somali government is offering a USD 500 reward for the capture or killing of any al Shabaab fighter who has 

been attacking government facilities and African Union (AU) peacekeepers in Mogadishu. The mayor of Mogadishu, Mohamud Ah-

med Nur, announced the new programme to residents saying, “now consider that every al Shabaab is just like a commodity that will 

earn you cash”. While the militant group withdrew from the capital in August 2011, it continues to launch guerrilla-style attacks on 

Mogadishu.  
 

At the end of the four-day Puntland Constitutional Convention in Garowe, held in the city’s new parliament hall, 472 of the 480 rep-

resentatives, selected from various regions and social groups, adopted Puntland’s new constitution, reports Garowe Online. On 18 

April, President Abdirahman Mohamed Farole stated that Puntland has hereby concluded its 14-year transition and has “progressed 

into democratic government, a step in the right direction”. The meeting was held in the new parliament hall and the ceremony was 

attended by officials from Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and traditional elders, as well as representatives from 

the international community, such as the Italian Ambassador to Somalia, a European Union delegate and UN officials. 
 

According to an AU press release, the United Kingdom contributed more than GBP 16 million (USD 25.8 million) to the United Na-
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tions Trust Fund to the African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM). The money will be used to reimburse 2011-2012 equipment 

leasing costs and for assets necessary to the mission. A separate AMISOM press release announced that Burundian troops launched 

an operation in Banadir district of Somalia and were able to capture the al Shabaab-controlled and strategically-important Daynille 

airstrip.  
 

Garowe Online reports that Turkish Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu urges al Shabaab and the TFG to hold talks in order to find 

a peaceful resolution to their conflict. The international community is against dialogue with terrorist organisations; however, Turkey 

has offered to be the mediator in any new talks with al Shabaab. In June 2012, Turkey will host an international conference on So-

malia. Last year alone “the Turkish government contributed USD 201 million in aid and drought relief to Somalia”.  
 

According to Agence France- Presse (AFP), two unidentified military jets fired several missiles at a suspected pirate base in Gum-

bah district. Local officials are investigating the incident. Last month, the European Union expanded its Operation ATALANTA, to 

include targets up to two kilometres inland, but said it is not responsible for this attack. Raxanreeb Online (RBC) reports that the 

incident wounded two fishermen. Director General of the Ministry of Marine Resources, Ports and Fisheries, Abdiwahid Mohamed 

Jo’ar, said “the forces claiming that they protect the pirates in the sea have targeted civilians in Gumbah district. This is totally unac-

ceptable”. 
 

One female runner will be selected by the Somali Athletics Federation to compete in the 400-metres race at the summer Olympics in 

London, according to the Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). Until recently, stadiums were closed due to security 

reasons, but now runners are practicing in the Konis stadium in downtown Mogadishu. Girls living in the capital are now also al-

lowed to play basketball and handball.  
 

Somali Piracy 

The International Maritime Bureau (IMB) reports that global piracy attacks fell 28% in the first quarter of 2012, from 142 to 102 

attacks, according to Bloomberg. Somali pirate incidents dropped 44%, from 97 to 43 incidents this year. About 3,500 pirates are 

responsible for incidents in the Gulf of Aden (GoA) and the Indian Ocean. GCaptian states that the latest vessel released is the MT 

Enrico Ievoli and its 18 crewmembers. The Italian-owned chemical tanker was hijacked on 27 December 2011 and released after 

118 days in captivity.  
 

The European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) reports that the Spanish ESPS INFANTA ELENA, supporting Operation ATA-

LANTA, successfully disrupted a Pirate Action Group (PAG) off the coast of Tanzania and rescued six Sri Lankan fishermen held 

hostage. In November 2011, seven Somali pirates had hijacked a Sri Lankan fishing vessel and held the six crewmembers hostage. 

The pirates then used the vessel as a mothership. On 18 April, a team from the Spanish warship boarded the mothership and the pi-

rates surrendered. The six Sri Lankan fishermen received medical care, food and water. However, the seven pirates were released, 

since the EU and Tanzania currently do not have an agreement to transfer suspected pirates. In a separate incident, the Tanzanian 

Navy arrested five Somali pirates near the Songsongo gas fields, reports Reuters. According to the article, the pirates had been in 

contact with the pirates on-board the Sri Lankan fishing vessel intercepted by the ESPS INFANTA ELENA.    
 

Oleg Dereglazov, a crewmember of the German chemical tanker Marida Marguerite, which was hijacked by Somali pirates in May 

2010, recounted details in court about the torture he endured during his nearly eight-month ordeal, reports The Virginian-Pilot. Chief 

negotiator Mohammad Saaili Shibin, a high-ranking pirate leader, is currently on trial in Norfolk, Virginia for his involvement in the 

hijacking of the tanker and well as the pirate attack of the yacht Quest in February 2011, which left four Americans dead.  
 

Business Daily Africa reports that 11 Somali pirates were sentenced in Mombasa to serve a 20-year jail term in Kenya for attacking 

the French naval ship NIVOSE. They will be deported back to Somalia after they have completed their jail term. In 2006, Kenya 

started to prosecute piracy cases.   
 

NATO Shipping Centre’s weekly piracy update for the reporting period of 12-18 April 2012, lists one disruption, one attack, one 

approach and two reports of suspicious activities in the High Risk Area, within the area NSC covers.  

Cutting the Bow Wave 2012” Magazine 
 

This CJOS magazine extensively covers maritime security and  includes a CFC article, Barriers to Prosecution, which sheds 

light on the difficulties in prosecuting pirates. CJOS is currently planning a maritime security conference,  

 

Delivering Maritime Security in Global Partnership 

 4-7 June 2012 in Halifax, Canada 
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Algeria 

Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that Italian citizen Maria Sandra Mariani has been freed by al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM) after being held hostage for 14 months. Mariani was abducted during a tourist trip to southern Algeria on 02 February 2011. 

She was released to authorities in Burkina Faso and is believed to have been held in “terrible conditions” by her captors. Officials 

deny reports that USD four million was paid in ransom to the terrorist group. Meanwhile, AQIM says the forthcoming parliamentary 

election in Algeria is a farce and, in a video message released on Islamist Internet forums, encourages Algerians to boycott the elec-

tions and start a revolution, reports Reuters. Algeria avoided an uprising in 2011 with swift government reforms and promises to 

recognise the outcomes of the upcoming 10 May elections.  
 

Libya 

AFP reports that interim Prime Minister Abdurrahim el-Keeb has undertaken a ministerial performance review and will likely an-

nounce changes to his cabinet. The interim government is under pressure to tackle corruption charges, demobilise militias and reacti-

vate the national army. However, head of the National Transitional Council (NTC) Mustafa Abdel Jalil says that a government re-

shuffle will not occur until after the June 2012 general elections. Any changes in the government would affect the timing of the elec-

tion, due to procedural requirements. Even so, the NTC is still considering the effectiveness of current ministers and has not ruled 

out the possibility of replacing some positions.     
 

Tripoli Post reports that the International Criminal Court (ICC) chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, flew to Libya on 18 April to 

meet with senior officials and the country’s prosecutor-general in an effort to secure the extradition of Seif al-Islam, one of Moam-

mer Gaddafi’s sons, to The Hague. Libyan officials insist that Seif be tried on murder charges in the country, perhaps under the su-

pervision of the ICC. Ocampo says Libyan authorities have collected “great evidence” against Seif, which needs to be presented to 

the ICC judges by 30 April, reports CNN. These judges will then decide if the Libyan justice system can conduct a fair trial. In relat-

ed news, the ICC chief prosecutor told journalists that investigations of rapes in the country would respect local traditions, according 

to a Middle East Online article. Sexual violence is a taboo subject in Libya, and investigators will need to protect the identities of 

victims. Ocampo explained that a large majority of information will be taken from doctor’s testimony, hospital records and confes-

sions of soldiers.  
 

In an interview with Magharebia, Libya’s interim health Minister Dr Fatima Hamrouch explained the difficulties facing the health 

care system and initiatives to move ahead. She cites a lack of capacities of health institutions, including equipment and knowledge, 

noting the government’s goal of being able to provide all necessary treatments for its citizens. Reconstruction efforts are on-going, 

with immediate and long-term plans to allow more Libyans to access health facilities. 
 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) recently profiled the situation in Sirte for the nearly 60,000 Liby-

ans that have returned to the city after the 2011 Libyan revolution. Sirte sustained some of the most extensive damage in the fighting, 

leaving an estimated 20,000 still displaced. The city also has a large number of unexploded ordinances and is facing increasing costs 

for food and non-food items. 
 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) released a new report which discusses the economic toll of the 2011 conflict and the great 

potential to reach financial stability through inclusive and fiscally responsible policies. To meet the current and medium-to-long term 

challenges, the IMF recommends the NTC focus on “capacity building, infrastructure renewal, private-sector development, educa-

tion, job creation and a social safety net”. This report provides further research and data related to the Libyan economy and the way 

ahead.   
 

Mali 

Aid agencies warn that the situation for the people in northern Mali is quickly deteriorating, according to the Integrated Regional 

Information Networks (IRIN). Since the rebels claimed to have taken control of the northern regions last month, they have reportedly 

continued to loot, steal and vandalise property, while food stocks are quickly running out and people say they are trapped and unable 

to flee the region. Similarly, Voice of America reports that most aid agencies had their offices and warehouses looted in northern 

Mali, leaving an area already threatened by food insecurity at a heightened risk. Armed Islamic groups such as Ansar Dine, linked to 

AQIM, are only allowing aid convoys from Malian-based organisations, blocking any aid from international organisations. Malian 

Red Cross president Adam Diarra told the South African Press Association (SAPA) that the organisation was able to deliver five 

tonnes of food and non-food items to Timbuktu hospital. The Red Cross hopes to reach other cities in the North that are in need of 

emergency assistance. The UN estimates that at least 268,000 Malians have fled to other towns or neighbouring countries in search 

of protection.   
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On 17 April, Mali announced it had appointed its interim Prime Minister, Cheick Modibo Diarra, who led Microsoft’s Africa divi-

sion until 2011, says al Jazeera. Diarra is now tasked with restoring order to the country, with recent arrests of senior military and 

political leaders in the country. The arrests targeted Soumaila Cisse, head of Mali’s largest political party and forerunner for the 

presidential elections. Additionally, former Prime Minister Modibo Sidibe was rearrested by military officers just days after being 

released as part of an agreement to transition to constitutional rule. According to Associated Press (AP), officials from the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) urged any evidence to be submitted to legal institutions instead of conducting mili-

tary detainments. Coup leaders confirmed on 19 April that they had released 22 political and military leaders arrested earlier in the 

week, reports al Jazeera. 
 

Magharebia reports that AQIM and Islamists are planning to appoint Algerian national and al Qaeda emir Yahya Abou al-Hammam 

(also known as Jemal Oukacha) as the new governor of Timbuktu. Al-Hammam is said to have lived in Timbuktu for several years 

and this appointment is part of a greater strategy to introduce Sharia law. The former Malian army camp is now being used as a 

headquarters with the presence of AQIM senior leaders Moktar Belmokhtar, Abou Zeid and Al-Hamman. 
 

The United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) warns that thousands of ancient books and histori-

cal documents are being looted and destroyed by rebels in northern Mali. Authorities are concerned that these items could be traf-

ficked and sold on the black market. UNESCO is calling for the protection of the country’s cultural heritage. Timbuktu, considered 

a centre of learning, was designated a world heritage site in 1998 and its centres contain documents from the twelfth and fifteenth 

centuries. 
 

Mauritania  
The international medical organisation Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) expressed concern over the living 

conditions of Malian refugees entering the Mbera refugee camp in Mauritania, according to a press release by MSF. The organisa-

tion suggests that over 57,000 Malians have entered the camp since January 2012 and roughly 1,500 additional people are arriving 

each day. The remote camp is located six hours from the nearest hospital in Nema. The camp struggles to provide basic medical care 

for those suffering from malnutrition, respiratory infections and diarrhoea. 
 

On 18 April, Mauritanian police disrupted a demonstration held by the Mauritania Youth Movement (MJM), according to Maghare-

bia. Approximately 40 youth, several of which were women, were arrested as they protested against the regime of President Mo-

hamed Ould Abdel Aziz. The youth group is considered to be an outgrowth from Arab Spring protests that swept through the region 

in 2011. 
 

Morocco 

In a recent diplomatic meeting, Moroccan officials requested that Iraqi officials deport Moroccan prisoners accused of participating 

in terrorist activities within Iraq to Morocco, according to Magharebia. Morocco requested that Iraqi authorities commute death 

penalties against the Moroccans and allow them to serve the remainder of their prison sentences in Moroccan prisons. Iraq arrested 

at least 12 Moroccans for their participation in jihadist groups during the US-led invasion and the subsequent occupation of Iraq. In 

other diplomatic news, Morocco and France co-presided over a meeting of more than 50 countries to discuss additional sanctions 

against Syria, reports Kuwait News Agency. The meeting focused on a more complete implementation of the sanctions by countries 

participating in the “Friends of Syria” working group in order to affect change within the country. Meanwhile, during UN Security 

Council discussions regarding the status of Western Sahara, Morocco’s ambassador to the United Nations, Mohamed Loulichki, 

reaffirmed the country’s commitment to finding a “mutually acceptable solution to the dispute of the Moroccan Sahara”, says Mo-

rocco World News. He referred to the historical nature of the dispute that impacted the greater Maghreb region. Loulichki also noted 

increasing security concerns regarding possible terrorism in and around Tindouf refugee camps.  
 

In other news, Moroccan officials are set to issue a new law regulating strikes in the country, citing nearly 300,000 lost work days in 

2011 with at least one strike held every day by various employees, reports Reuters. The draft law would require employees to en-

gage in direct negotiations with employers and strikes would only be allowed if these negotiations fail. 
 

Nigeria 

Both the United States and the United Kingdom have cautioned their citizens against traveling to Nigeria due to the threat of attacks 

on hotels frequented by foreigners, according to AP. The article notes that people have witnessed security guards searching vehicles 

at hotels in Abuja, some even with “hand-held explosive detectors.” Boko Haram continues to attack towns in northern Nigeria, 

with at least 430 people killed so far this year.  
 

Nigerian educators say that Boko Haram attacks are keeping children from attending school, reports IRIN. Fourteen schools were 

destroyed by arson in Maiduguri leaving 7,000 children without access to education, while Borno reports an enrolment of only 28%. 

State educators are appealing for parents to keep sending their children to school but many are afraid for the safety of their children. 

There is additional concern that parents will start sending their children to Islamic schools, which are not regulated by the state. 
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Egypt 

Al Jazeera reports that the committee overseeing the Egyptian presidential election has disqualified 10 presidential candidates on 

legal grounds. Some of those disqualified include Mubarak’s former spy chief Omar Suleimen, the Muslim Brotherhood’s Khairat al 

Shater, and Salafi preacher Hazem Salah Abu Ismail. According to Reuters, Egyptian military leaders have referred to the Supreme 

Constitutional Court a recent parliamentary law that forbids top officials of former president Hosni Mubarak from running for presi-

dent. The court is expected to issue its final ruling within 15 days.   

 

Following a request from defence lawyers, the trial of 43 non-governmental organisation (NGO) workers accused of operating in 

Egypt without a permit and of accepting illegal foreign funding has been postponed until 05 June by the Cairo Criminal Court, re-

ports the state news media source MENA  (See In Focus: Trial of NGO Workers in Egypt). Al Masry al Youm reports that the Minis-

try of Insurance and Social Affairs has denied permission to eight American NGOs from working in Egypt because it is believed the 

method in which the NGOs operate would infringe on Egypt’s sovereignty. According to All Africa, a draft bill proposed by the 

Ministry of Insurance and Social Affairs, which “nationalises the entire civil sector and integrates it into the state administration”, is 

being denounced by at least 25 prominent NGOs and public associations. The bill would allow the government to interfere in the 

details of associations and dissolve any association at will. The bill would also ban an organisation’s ability to conduct field research 

and assessments, or defend the rights of workers in specific professions. 

 

The head of the Egyptian Natural Gas Holding Company said that it had dissolved its contract with East Mediterranean Gas Compa-

ny (EMG), which ships gas to Israel, as a result of EMG’s breach of contractual obligations, reports al Masry al Youm. It was noted 

that the decision was based on purely commercial reasons and not political reasons. However, Israel Finance Minister Yuval Steinitz 

said the unilateral Egyptian announcement was of “great concern” both politically and economically. 

 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has stated that Egypt’s government and political partners have made “some progress in 

terms of getting a commitment and broad buy-in to the objectives and the measures” of a USD 3.2 billion loan program, reports Reu-

ters. Additionally, Saudi Arabia has said that it will provide a USD 2.7 billion package to support Egypt’s finances, with USD 1 

billion deposited to the Egyptian central bank by the end of April.   

 

South Sudan 

South Sudan became the 188th member of the IMF and a member of the World Bank Group on 18 April, reports Vanguard. IMF 

Managing Director Christine Lagarde stated that South Sudan faces significant obstacles and the IMF will do its best to assist the 

country in establishing the foundations for future economic stability and growth.  

 

According to Gulf News, South Sudanese President Salva Kiir will visit China from 23 to 28 April and hold talks with Chinese Pres-

ident Hu Jintao. Foreign ministry spokesman Liu Weimin told reporters that “during President Kirr’s visit, the two sides will discuss 

how to deepen bilateral political mutual trust and expand practical cooperation across the board”.   

 

The UN mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) reports that the civilian disarmament in South Sudan’s Jonglei state is now in its second 

month but that local populations who have voluntarily handed over their weapons are now complaining that more security is needed 

to protect them from those who still have guns. According to Jonglei Governor Kuol Manyang, 10,000 firearms have been collected; 

he promises that the security situation would improve. 

 

Sudan  

Radio Dabanga reports that the Sudan Liberation Movement led by Minni Minawi (SLM-MM) disclosed in a statement that anony-

mous sources told the SLM-MM leader that the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and its leader, Joseph Kony, are currently in the 

South Darfur region. Additionally, the anonymous source indicated that the LRA is being protected by the Sudanese ruling National 

Congress Party. An official spokesman for the authorities in South Darfur has stated that these accusations are untrue and that there 

is no connection between the LRA and the government. The African Union /United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reports 

that, on 20 April, a UNAMID police unit patrol from Togo was attacked by unidentified gunmen while patrolling an internally dis-

placed persons (IDP) camp in West Darfur. Four officers were wounded in the attack, one of which was pronounced dead a day later 

at a UNAMID hospital.   

 

South Sudan and Sudan Conflict 

Sudan President Omar al Bashir told members of the Sudanese ruling National Congress Party (NCP) that “our main goal is libera-

tion of the southern citizens from the [Sudan People’s Liberation Movement] SPLM”, reports Reuters. Later, al Bashir, dressed in 
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full military uniform, told a large rally “we will give them [South Sudan] the final lesson by force...We will not give them an inch of 

our country, and whoever extends his hand on Sudan, we will cut it off”. Al Jazeera reports that Bashir told Sudanese troops at a 

barracks near an oilfield that “we will not negotiate with the South’s government, because they don’t understand anything but the 

language of gun and ammunition”. 

 

In other news, an article by Reuters provides a synopsis of the two countries’ military capabilities, based on the International Insti-

tute for Strategic Studies report, “Military Balance 2012”. The International Crisis Group released a publication on “Preventing Full-

Scale War between Sudan and South Sudan” in which the current conflict is explained. The Associated Press (AP) reports that a fire 

fight along a river dividing South Sudan and Sudan in South Kordofan state resulted in the death of seven South Sudanese soldiers 

and 15 Sudanese soldiers on 17 April. The fighting reportedly 

began after a Sudanese soldier shot a South Sudanese soldier 

who was collecting water. The Sudan People’s Liberation Ar-

my (SPLA) reported that it had thwarted a large attack on Heg-

lig, a disputed oil field, by Sudanese forces on 18 April, reports 

Reuters. According to the Satellite Sentinel Project (SSP), a 

Harvard University humanitarian initiative, it has found evi-

dence of destruction of key oil pipeline infrastructure in Heglig. 

SSP cannot determine when the damage to the pipeline was 

done or identify the party that damaged the fields. AFP reports 

that South Sudan’s army said on 22 April that it had removed 

its troops from the Heglig oil field it had seized from Sudan on 

10 April. Officials stated that South Sudan withdrew in order to 

avert a return to all-out war with Sudan. On the morning of 23 

April, an air raid was conducted by the Sudanese Armed Force 

(SAF) on Bentiu, the capital of Unity State in South Sudan and 

neighbouring Rubkotna town, reports the Sudan Tribune. Re-

ports indicate that the bombs targeted a river bridge. One small 

boy was confirmed dead, with unconfirmed reports of three 

more civilian deaths. AFP reports that South Sudan’s deputy 

director of military intelligence stated that the bombing “is a serious escalation” and a “clear provocation”.  

 

Al Jazeera reports that an Agence France-Presse (AFP) news agency correspondent said he saw “piles of corpses” clad in South 

Sudanese military uniforms scattered beneath trees. A South Sudanese soldier in Unity state said that there were many bodies on the 

front line and that it was “impossible to bury them or bring them back”. General Kamal Abdul Maarouf, a Sudanese army command-

er reported that 1,200 South Sudanese troops had died, a figure South Sudan has denied. South Sudan’s army has instead said that 19 

of their soldiers were killed and 240 Sudanese troops had died.  

 

The Council of the European Union has called on the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to “stop immediately attacks on each 

others’ territory” and condemned the “continued aerial bombardments and reported ground incursions into South Sudan by the Su-

dan Armed Forces”. The African Union (AU) reiterated the need for a “complete cessation of all hostilities” between the two coun-

tries and a return to the AU High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP)-led negotiations. Despite the calls for a return to negotia-

tions, AU mediator Thabo Mbeki has warned the UN that hardliners in both of the Sudans are gaining more control and affecting the 

negotiation process, reports al Jazeera. Mbeki has stated that both sides are locked in “logic of war” and that the UN Securi-

ty Council must take action. The UN Security Council discussed the possibility of imposing sanctions on South Sudan and Sudan if 

they do not halt hostilities on the border, reports Reuters.  
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Governance 

The first international monitors landed in Syria on 15 April as part of an advance team of international observers tasked with over-

seeing Syria’s fragile ceasefire (see In Focus) that took effect on 12 April. The monitoring mission has been lauded by members of 

the international community as a major step forward, with the UN Commission of Inquiry on Syria hopeful that “the ceasefire will 

hold and that the cessation of violence will contribute to an atmosphere that is conducive to peace and a comprehensive national dia-

logue”. The first 30 monitors are now establishing a headquarters and daily routines in order to verify that the ceasefire is holding, 

says Agence France-Presse (AFP). While the intent is to have a 300-strong observer force on the ground in the coming weeks, world 

leaders say that the full mission can only be realised once violence on the ground ends.  

 

From the time of its inception, the UN observer mission acknowledged that they face a difficult task in Syria, according to the UN 

News Service. Soon after the ceasefire went into effect, the Syrian National Council (SNC), Syria’s main umbrella opposition group, 

accused the Syrian government of “flagrant violations”. Seven days into the ceasefire, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon provided an 

assessment to the UN Security Council indicating that there were reports of “renewed and escalating violence, including the shelling 

of civilian areas, grave abuses by government forces and attacks by armed groups”. In his assessment report, Ban recommended 

sending a full monitoring mission of 300 military observers supported by a civilian component to ensure the full compliance of the 

ceasefire. While noting that there are no immediate plans to provide protection for UN observers on the ground in Syria, Ban stated, 

“I believe it [the monitoring mission] can contribute to achieving a just peace and political settlement, reflecting the people’s will in 

Syria.” He further urged “maximum restraint” from the Syrian regime and called for full adherence to the ceasefire from all sides of 

the conflict. 

 

On 21 April, the UN Security Council approved the deployment of the full 

UN observer mission to Syria for an initial period of 90 days, reports UN 

News Service. Resolution 2043 was unanimously passed by the Security 

Council establishing the United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria 

(UNSMIS) and calling for the mission to be “deployed expeditiously”. A 

spokesman for the Secretary-General welcomed the Council’s decision and 

called on the Syrian government and other parties “to create the conditions 

necessary for the deployment of the mission”. 

 

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has called on the Assad regime to 

heed the full requirements set out by Kofi Annan’s peace plan, which in-

cludes allowing peaceful demonstrations, releasing political prisoners and 

allowing a peaceful transition to begin, reports AFP. A spokesman for the 

US State Department told reporters in DC that “[t]here’s no movement on 

any of the other five points and it appears that the fragile ceasefire is erod-

ing”. Similarly, The Daily Mail reports that the Syrian regime has still failed 

to implement an initial requirement of the Annan peace plan, which called for all troops, heavy artillery and weapons to be removed 

from towns and cities across the country. 

 

The European Union has agreed on a new round of sanctions to be placed on the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, reports 

Al Arabiya. The fourteenth round of sanctions are intended to deliver a symbolic blow to the extravagant lifestyle of President Ba-

shar al-Assad and his British-born wife by cutting off the flow of luxury goods, one diplomat told AFP reporters. The sanctions will 

also expand a list of blacklisted items that can be used for the purpose of internal repression.  

 

Syrian tribes opposed to Assad have announced that they will join forces in an “Assembly of Tribes”, says AFP. Syrian National 

Council (SNC) member Mahmut al-Maslat read a statement saying “[t]oday we proclaim, as children of all tribes, an Assembly of 

Tribes.” According to another AFP article, tribes from across Syria have agreed to join the assembly which includes 40% of all tribes 

within the country.  

 

Security 

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights has now reported 11,117 killed over the past 13 months due to on-going violence between 

the regime of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and Syrian activists. Recent incidents include Syrian security forces reportedly open-

ing fire on a car in the city of Hama, killing three. Meanwhile, four civilians were shot dead during a gunfight between government 

Members of the first UN Monitoring Team in Syria 

Source: Reuters 
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forces and rebels in the city of Idlib, and shelling by government forces has reportedly continued in the Khalidiyeh and Bayyada 

neighbourhoods of Homs. 

 

Demonstrations held on Friday, 20 April, once again tested Syria’s ceasefire as thousands took part in protests against the regime of 

President Bashar al-Assad after weekly Muslim prayers, reports AFP. Protests were held in Dera’a, Damascus, Homs, Hama, Idlib, 

Aleppo, Deir Essor and Lattakia, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.  

 

The Syrian government has reported a number of attacks targeting Syrian troops, including a deadly blast in the southern region of 

Quneitra near Golan Heights that killed 10 soldiers. A similar attack was said to have killed five soldiers in Karak, part of Dera’a 

province, according to state-run Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA). Several other incidents are recorded by SANA, which blames 

terrorist groups for the attacks. 

 

Humanitarian Affairs 

The Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) reports that a USD 180 million dollar humanitarian aid package for Syria is 

still awaiting approval from the Syrian government. The Response Plan includes dozens of projects meant to assist an estimated one 

million people affected by the unrest in Syria through the provision of food and health services, as well as projects to rebuild infra-

structure and livelihoods. According to IRIN, the Syrian authorities have yet to accept the UN figure that one million people are in 

need of assistance in the country. UN Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs Valerie Amos says that the Syrian govern-

ment wants all aid efforts to be conducted by the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), but the organisation lacks “additional capacity 

on the ground”. The main concern for the UN now is getting the green light from the Syrian government for aid efforts to begin, 

which would require the Syrian authorities agreeing to issue visas for aid workers, clear aid shipments at customs and allow the UN 

to set up field offices.  

 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) warns that they are falling short of funding requirements for the 

nearly 61,000 Syrian refugees being assisted in the region. UNHCR has appealed for USD 84 million to assist Syrian refugees in 

Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq; however, less than 20% of the funding has been received. A UNHCR press briefing notes that 

both refugees and host countries are beginning to show signs of strain. On-going activities by UNCHR include airlifting tents and 

blankets to Turkey, cash assistance programmes in Jordan, outreach efforts in Jordan and Lebanon and the rehabilitation of homes 

and community centres. Despite the strain, the UN and its partners are continuing to provide essential programmes in support of 

refugees and the communities hosting them. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has established a fleet of mobile clinics that will be dispatched to areas in Syria where ac-

cess to health facilities is difficult, reports UN Radio. The effort is being led by WHO, the Syrian Family Planning Association and 

the Syrian Ministry of Health. According to WHO, doctors, nurses and other health professionals will staff the mobile clinics to be 

deployed in the coming weeks. 

 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and SARC report that they have distributed food parcels to some 60,000 peo-

ple affected by the unrest in Homs, Lattakia, Dara’a and Rural Damascus. Efforts have also been underway on upgrading water stor-

age, toilets and showers at 10 public buildings in Homs to improve sanitary conditions for 2,000 displaced persons.  

Page 9 24 April 2012 

 Have a question on Syria?  
Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus coverage. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you!  

 

 

 

Iraq: A Monthly Review Kosovo Bi-Monthly Submit a Request for Information Weekly Reviews  

http://reliefweb.int/node/491408
http://news.yahoo.com/syria-activists-call-protests-truce-test-075322409.html
http://www.sana.sy/eng/337/2012/04/21/413778.htm
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95332/SYRIA-New-UN-response-plan-awaits-government-agreement
http://www.unhcr.org/4f9137529.html
http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2012/04/who-mobile-health-clinics-to-hit-the-road-in-syria/
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/syria-update-2012-04-20.htm
mailto:mediterranean@cimicweb.org?subject=recommended%20report%20topic
http://www.cimicweb.org
https://km.cimicweb.org/cmo/ComplexCoverage/Pages/Iraq.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/ComplexCoverage/Pages/Kosovo.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/forms/_layouts/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/forms/RFI/Forms/template.xsn&OpenIn=browser&SaveLocation=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecimicweb%2Eorg%2Fcmo%2Fforms%2FRFI&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecimicweb%2Eorg%2Fc
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Documents/CFC BiMonthly_Kosovo_January 2012.pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Pages/Reviewarchives.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Pages/Reviewarchives.aspx
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/forms/_layouts/FormServer.aspx?XsnLocation=https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/forms/RFI/Forms/template.xsn&OpenIn=browser&SaveLocation=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecimicweb%2Eorg%2Fcmo%2Fforms%2FRFI&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ecimicweb%2Eorg%252
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Pages/Review.aspx


 

 Page 10 24 April 2012 

(continued from page 1) 

Signs of a fractured agreement arose only a day before phase one of the peace plan went into effect, when Assad issued new de-

mands requiring written agreements from the opposition and “hostile foreign states” to renounce violence, despite previous claims 

that his government would comply with the peace plan. According to the International Crisis Group (ICG), various efforts undertak-

en by the international community, including the current peace plan, have only provided the Syrian regime more time that allowed 

them to continue their violent crackdown on Syrian activists. The ICG report calls into question the international community’s 

“divided and hesitant stance, a mix of half-hearted pledges to support armed resistance and pro forma backing of an international 

mission it always expected to fail”. An article by Steven Heydemann of the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) discusses possi-

ble next steps if or when the Annan plan fails, including more extensive engagement with the Syrian opposition inside Syria. Hey-

demann asserts that, despite the continuing ceasefire agreement, several hundred people have been killed in Syria since it went into 

effect on 12 April. 
 

UN Observers 

The UN Security Council unanimously approved Resolution 2042 on 14 April 2012, authorising sending an advance team of UN 

observers to monitor activity on the ground. The resolution marked the first UN Security Council resolution passed on the Syrian 

uprising since violence broke out 13 months ago. Despite previous vetoes from Russia and China that prevented a resolution from 

being passed, both countries have shown strong support for the six-point peace plan and have put pressure on President Bashar al-

Assad to comply. The UN Human Rights Council’s Commission of Inquiry on Syria welcomed the move, saying it hopes that all 

parties will co-operate with the observers. The Commission confirmed its conviction that the presence of observers in Syria is essen-

tial for the full realisation of the Annan plan. Similarly, despite its reservations, ICG notes that the UN observer mission is the next 

best option for Syria as it will help “restrain regime actions and provide space for peaceful protests”.  
 

On the other hand, some experts say the UN observer mission will have no significant impact on the on-going violence. As stated by 

the director of the Council for Arab-British Understanding, Chris Doyle, even an observer force of a few hundred would be insuffi-

cient to operate in a country with a population of over 22.5 million.  
 

The Syrian government has now signed a preliminary accord outlining a protocol for the UN observer mission and the UN Security 

Council passed resolution 2043 establishing the full 300-member UN Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS). According to a state-

ment released by the Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, “[t]his agreement comes within the framework of Syrian efforts aimed at 

making the Annan plan succeed”. However, despite claims of a general reduction in the level of violence, various media reports have 

surfaced claiming that violence continues. These include accounts of the use of heavy weaponry by Syrian forces as well as new 

arrests being made in the cities of Hama and Aleppo. The Commission of Inquiry on Syria has also noted on-going violence being 

conducted by anti-government armed groups. Both sides of the conflict have made claims that the other has broken the ceasefire by 

continuing violent attacks.  
 

A Fragile Cease-Fire 

Opposition groups and world leaders continue to condemn the Syrian government for failing to heed a requirement set by Special 

Envoy Kofi Annan, as part of the peace plan, that on 10 April all troops and heavy weapons would be withdrawn from towns and 

cities across the country. On 19 April, seven days after the ceasefire began, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called the situation 

in Syria “highly precarious”, saying he has seen “deeply troubling” evidence of continuing violence in the country. Ban also in-

formed the UN Security Council that the Syrian government had not complied with the terms of the peace deal, but the Secretary-

General continued to support the faltering peace plan, saying there was “opportunity for progress”.  
 

The focus in Syria has now been placed on gaining unfettered access for the full UN observer mission, which has up to this point not 

been given clear support by the Syrian authorities. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon reported that, despite UN presence on the 

ground, there had been “no significant release of detainees” and “no substantive progress” in negotiations on humanitarian access, 

says the BBC. Colonel Himmiche, the head of the UN observer mission, was quoted by Agence France-Presse (AFP) as saying that 

“this mission will be one of the toughest ever undertaken by the United Nations”. 
 

The hope of many in the international community is that the truce will hold and that it will contribute to an atmosphere conducive to 

peace and a comprehensive national dialogue among the Syrian government, opposition groups and other components of Syrian so-

ciety. However, if in fact it does fail then as stated by ICG, “the priority at this point must be to prevent the conflict’s further, dan-

gerous and irreversible deterioration”. Steven Heydemann of USIP suggests that actions such as more extensive engagement with the 

internal opposition, efforts to build international and NATO backing for the creation of a safe zone along Syria’s northern border and 

suppressing Syrian air power, all show more possibility of securing a political transition in Syria than the “fatally flawed plan put 

forward by the UN special envoy”. In other evidence of the widespread concern over what happens next if the peace plan fails, a 

spokeswoman for the SNC Basma Kodmani said the group hopes to see “a unanimous decision by members of the Security Council 

that sends an ultimatum to the regime with a deadline […] that says on such and such a date enforcement measures will intervene”, 

but in the meantime, UN-Arab League envoy Kofi Annan has continued to urge “all forces whether governmental, opposition or 

others to put down their weapons and work with the United Nations monitors to consolidate the fragile cessation of violence”. 
 

Amber Ramsey is the current Complex Coverage Desk Officer and former Desk Officer on the Afghanistan &Anti-Piracy Teams at the CFC. 
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