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13 March 2012 

A Regional Look at Women’s Issues on the Occasion of International Women’s Day  

by Erin Foster-Bowser 
 

 

The observance of International Women’s Day, on 08 March, provides a yearly opportunity to 

reflect upon the situation of women around the world. In light of events over the past year, mil-

lions of women in North Africa, Northeast Africa and the Horn of Africa have faced tremendous 

challenges, insecurity, and economic hardships as well as new beginnings and opportunities. Inter-

national Women’s Day has been celebrated for more than 100 years and was first observed on 19 

March 1911. The theme for International Women’s Day 2012 is “Empower Rural Women – End 

Hunger and Poverty”. On the occasion, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon urged countries to 

support women and girls in rural communities, who constitute 25% of the global population. Ki-

moon further noted that “the energy, talent and strength of women and girls represent humankind’s 

most valuable untapped natural resource”. In her official remarks, Michelle Bachelet, Executive 

Director of UN Women and former President of Chile, cited studies that show “higher levels of 

gender equality correlate positively with higher levels of per capita gross national product,” under-

scoring the economic importance women play in addressing poverty. 
 
 

A United Nations independent expert on the advancement of women, Kamala Chandrikirana, says 

that economic and political transition periods are critical windows of opportunity for women to 

assert and ensure their rights. A new study by the Inter-Parliamentary Union, “Women in Parlia-

ment 2011”, reveals that Arab countries still lack female representation, with women holding an 

average of 10.7% of parliamentary seats in the region in 2011. Following the Arab Spring, a de-

cline in female representatives has been observed, notably in Egypt, where female representation 

dropped from 12 to two percent. The head of UN Women told Reuters that “temporary or transi-

tional measures, such as quotas” are needed to ensure the participation of women. Bachelet further 

called for the advancement of women in Arab states during her       (continued on page 10)         

 

https://www.cimicweb.org/
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http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/
http://www.unwomen.org/how-we-work/csw/csw-56/iwd/#about
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41492&&Cr=women&&Cr1
http://www.unwomen.org/about-us/directorate/executive-director/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41479&Cr=gender+equality&Cr1
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
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http://af.reuters.com/article/tunisiaNews/idAFL2E8E260020120302
http://af.reuters.com/article/tunisiaNews/idAFL2E8E260020120302
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Eritrea 

Shabait reports that more water wells will be drilled by the Eritrean Core Well Drilling Company. The company has been successful-

ly providing water to three quarters of the population over the last 15 years. In addition, Core Well Drilling will look into construct-

ing dams. A micro dams constructed in the sub-zone of Debarwa, has increased the underground water in the area, benefiting agricul-

tural production, informs another Shabait article. In 2001, the association comprised 200 members and now grew to 640, utilizing the 

dam’s water to cultivate 1500 hectares of land.  

 

Assembly members praise the improvement of living standards which were the result of development programs the government had 

initiated, informs Shabait. Several projects, such as the improvement of road conditions, as well as the “construction of terraces, and 

water catchments” are on-going.  

 

Ethiopia 

CNN reports that the Afar Revolutionary Democratic Unity Front (ARDUF) released two 

German hostages who were captured on 17 February when the Ethiopian rebels attacked 

a group of tourists hiking in the Danakil Desert. The Afar Triangle, the region in which 

the tourists were attacked, is visited by about 500 tourists each year. Despite a history of 

kidnappings, the region “is often celebrated in the media as one of the world’s top desti-

nations” reports Radio Netherlands Worldwide. 

 

Bloomberg states that Ethiopia’s “Charities and Societies Proclamation” initiative to reg-

ulate the thousands of non-governmental organisations, has had a “devastating impact on 

advocacy groups in the country”. Among other things, it restricts criticism of the govern-

ment. In addition, the government froze funds for several organisations, causing them to 

downsize or close offices.  

 

Kenya 

Approximately 4,660 soldiers from the Kenyan Defence Forces (KDF) will join the Africa Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), bringing 

the total to 17,731 troops, according to the Daily Nation. An additional monthly allowance of USD 1,028 will be paid to each of the 

troops. In order to keep the Kenyan troops motivated, the United Nations (UN) and the African Union (AU) in addition to other do-

nors to AMISOM will spend will spend USD 4.8 million (Sh400 million). According to a press release from 07 March, the European 

Union (EU) has reiterated its support to AMISOM and has pledged an additional EUR 100 until 2013.  

 

Somalia 

Oil deposits were recently discovered in the self-declared semi-autonomous region of Puntland, informs Integrated Regional Infor-

mation Networks (IRIN). Puntland Minister of Finance, Farah Ali Jama, stated that the government will manage the financial reve-

nues properly, ensuring that it will benefit all Somalis, and they will not repeat the mistakes of other oil-producing African countries. 

Independent analyst and Somalia expert, Mohamed Abshir Waldo said that the “oil has the potential of bringing corruption and curs-

es to a country if not handled well”. The Puntland government has not yet developed a legal framework regarding how the revenues 

will be collected. Discussions continue between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and the Puntland government on reve-

nue sharing. Farah Hassan Atosh, an elder from a town close to the oil field said “[w]e are expecting great things. It will change our 

lives for the better”. The project, he said, would contribute to peace in the region by creating employment opportunities for young 

men who are often recruited by militias.  

 

Agence France-Presse (AFP) reports that Somalia seeks to join the East African Community (EAC) trading bloc, a five-member 

regional inter-governmental organisation comprising Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. The EAC has “a single market 

allowing free trade and movement of citizens”. The EAC, currently chaired by Kenya, is based in Arusha, Tanzania. Capital FM 

(Nairobi) reports that this year the EAC is developing plans to form a monetary union for the member states and will likely review 

Somalia’s application at its annual Summit. 

 

A report by the former head of the Public Finance Management Unit, Adbirazak Fartaag, accuses the Somali government of misusing 

funds, according to the Associated Press. Fartaag maintains that in 2011, the government received approximately USD 58 million in 

revenues. The report claims that the Somali government is unable to detail its expenditures while also stating that corruption in the 

Source: Cempaka Africa 

Afar Triangle 
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government remains an issue. According to the article, a spokesman for the government has denied the accusations and reiterated 

that they have a “commitment to fighting corruption” and dismissed Fartaag’s report.  

 

According to IRIN, the Somali diaspora sends as much as USD 2 billion to Somalia each year. Most Somalis living abroad provide 

financial support to their families back home to cover daily expenses such as rent and food. Additional money is collected by “clan 

and hometown groups” and used to build schools, universities, health clinics and hospitals. Ali Ibrahim Dagagne, co-author of the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report, “Cash and Compassion, the Role of the Somali Diaspora in Relief, Devel-

opment and Peace-Building”, says that the diaspora has been effective in their support of reconstruction and development. The arti-

cle maintains that non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and international organisations (IO) have focused more on humanitarian 

relief while the diaspora has been engaged in reconstruction, ensuring money reaches areas of the country where international organ-

isations are challenged to work.  

  

On 09 March, demonstrations were held by several hundred displaced people in Mogadishu’s Hodon district, protesting the poor 

living conditions at makeshift camps including the lack of food, medicine and clean water, reports Shabelle Media Network. The 

protesters hold the TFG and the Turkish government responsible for the living conditions at the camps. On 11 March, rallies against 

the TFG were held in the capital, reports Shabelle Media Network. More than 500 protesters took to the streets accusing the TFG of 

abusing its power and denying them “their basic rights in the government”. The demonstrators urged the United Nations to investi-

gate the conduct of the TFG. 

 

The TFG claims that on 07 March, al Shabaab insurgents attacked AMISOM troops in Mogadishu’s Kaaran district, states Garowe. 

AMISOM troops were able to repel the attack, which resulted in 10 deaths. KDF, Ras Kamboni (pro-government clan militias) and 

Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces attacked al Shabaab bases in Lower Juba on 08 March, according to Somalia Report. 

The allied forces destroyed two military camps used by insurgents as re-grouping points. Finally, BBC reports that al Shabaab am-

bushed an Ethiopian base near Yurkut village of Geddo. Nearly three hours of fighting resulted in the deaths 73 Ethiopian and 48 al 

Shabaab fighters, marking it the “most intense fighting since Ethiopian troops entered 

Somalia last November”. 

 

Piracy 

Conflicting reports regarding the hijacked Panama-flagged, Roll on / Roll off, MV Leila, 

have emerged in recent days. The vessel was hijacked by pirates on 15 February 2012 off 

the coast of Oman and according to Somalia Report is currently being used as a mother-

ship. However, Reuters states that the hijacking of the MV Leila and its crew were for the 

purpose of ransom and prisoner release. The Maritime Executive reports the ship is owned 

by New Port Cargo & Shipping located in the United Arab Emirates, while the cargo in-

cludes vehicles and building materials owned by a Somali businessman.  

 

The NATO Shipping Centre (NSC) reports that during the period 01 - 07 March, four pi-

racy-related incidents were reported; one Pirate Action Group (PAG) was disrupted, one 

merchant vessel hijacked, one was approached and one was attacked. In further NATO-related news, Allied Command Operations 

(ACO) states that the al Looshar, a UAE-flagged dhow, experienced engine failure while traveling from Al Mukalla, Yemen to 

Bosasso, located in Puntland. The dhow was adrift and had sent out a distress call. The ITS 

GRECALE, part of NATO’s Counter Piracy Task Force Operation Ocean Shield (OOS) re-

sponded to the call and provided food and water for the 12 crew members and 94 passengers. 

The engine was deemed to be “not repairable at sea” and Bosasso Port Authority was notified. 

The FGS Berlin, part of European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Somalia - Operation 

ATALANTA, arrived later and also provided food and water as well as medicine to the peo-

ple on board of the dhow. According to EU NAVFOR, the Spanish “warship ESPS PATIÑO 

towed the dhow to safety”.  

 

Reuters reports that Greece recalled its warship home to return a month early due to recent 

austerity measures. The frigate is participating in Operation ATALANTA  
 

As of 08 March, the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) Piracy Reporting Centre (PRC) 

reported 31 incidents for Somalia, and 6 hijackings.  

Worldwide  Piracy Incidents 

Source: IMB PRC 
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Algeria 

United Press International (UPI) reports that opposition Islamist parties running in the May parliamentary elections are likely to 

receive the majority of votes over the secular military-backed government parties. Algeria’s President Abdelaziz Bouteflike says the 

10 May parliamentary elections will usher in a new era for Algerian politics. Islamist parties expect to gain 35-40% of parliamentary 

seats and warn that electoral fraud will result in a backlash from Algerian citizens. Further, the newly-established Green Algerian 

Alliance, consisting of three separate Islamist parties (the Movement for the Society of Peace, Ennahda, and El Islah), plan to run 

collectively in the May parliamentary elections. The coalition is an attempt to increase the prospects for an Islamist victory, reports 

Middle East Online. Currently, two of the three coalition parties hold a total of 72 out of the 289 parliamentary seats. 
 

According to Kuwait News Agency (KUNA), Algerian Minister of Interior and Local Government Dahou Ould Kablia warns that al 

Qaeda has acquired more sophisticated weapons. The warning comes after the confiscation of weapons by security forces during a 

recent crackdown on al Qaeda-affiliated groups in Algeria. Meanwhile, AdnKronos reports that al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM) is moving its base in northern Mali to southern Algeria due to the on-going conflict between Tuareg rebels and Malian sol-

diers. The new location is in a mountainous area some 90 kilometres from Timiaouine, Algeria.  
 

Libya 

Thousands of leaders from the eastern Cyrenaica region, including tribal elders, militia commanders and politicians, met on 06 

March and announced a unilateral move for a semi-autonomous state of Cyrenaica or Barqa in Arabic, according to the Associated 

Press (AP). The eastern leaders said Barqa would be governed from Benghazi and have its own parliament, police force, courts and 

other administrative functions, while Tripoli would remain in control of the nation’s foreign policy, national security and oil resource 

interests. Al Jazeera reports that the call for a semi-autonomous state is expected to enable local authorities to address decades of 

neglect to society, infrastructure and public services. However, some Libyans say a national referendum should be held to determine 

the country’s governance structure before Cyrenaica moves forward as a semi-autonomous state. In a separate article, al Jazeera 

reports that the head of Libya’s National Transitional Council (NTC), Mustafa Abdel Jalil, told eastern leaders that the NTC does not 

recognise Cyrenaica’s declaration of semi-autonomy and warned that the NTC would use force if necessary to defend national unity. 

Jalil says that “infiltrators and remnants of Gaddafi’s regime” are exploiting the current situation, suggesting that some Arab nations 

are supporting a “conspiracy” against Libya.  
 

Libya’s interior ministry is putting pressure on remaining militias to disband or face action by the newly established security forces, 

says Reuters. Libyan Interior Minister Fawzi Abdel A’al told reporters that the ministry now has 25,000 policemen who are able to 

“fill the security vacuum” and bring militias into line. Meanwhile, the Zintan militia has announced that it will hand over control of 

the Tripoli airport to government officials this week, says AP. The Zintan militia continues to secure oil fields and refineries in Trip-

oli, and has joined with other brigades to secure Libya’s border with Algeria and Niger.       
 

A new draft UN Security Council resolution on Libya will extend the United Nations Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL) for an 

additional 12 months and “expresses concern” regarding weapons proliferation, reports al Arabiya. The resolution also calls for Lib-

yan officials to cooperate with the International Criminal Court (ICC) to ensure the prosecution of human rights violators, and calls 

for the protection and safe return of refugees and internally displaced persons in the country. In related news, human rights investiga-

tors in Libya have “gathered information linking individuals to human rights violations or crimes”, which will be submitted to the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR) for further action, reports al Jazeera. According to the article, 

the details of the investigation are being kept confidential to protect those in custody and enable fair trials. According to Tripoli Post, 

Libyan Prime Minister Abdurrahim el-Keeb says that a law on transitional justice and national reconciliation has been enacted in the 

country and reconciliation committees have been formed to assist in the resolution of tribal disputes. He further stated that perpetra-

tors of violence will be brought to justice. 
 

The Tripoli council has announced the formation of an electoral commission to organise local elections in Tripoli by 05 May, reports 

Agence France-Presse (AFP). An estimated 1.3 million residents are eligible to vote in the Tripoli elections for the 10 representa-

tives that make up the council, one from each district, in addition to the chairman and vice-chairman. 
 

Mali 

The National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) engaged in talks with Malian and Mauritanian leaders, reports Ma-

gharebia. The Mauritanian website Aray Almostenir said the tri-partite consultation sought to find grounds for a ceasefire, with the 

MNLA continuing to call for the autonomy of the northern regions of Mali. According to the article, the MNLA would be willing to 

accept an autonomous state under Malian sovereignty if the north receives much-needed development assistance. In other security 

news, AP reports that Tuareg led MNLA fighters have captured the strategic Malian base in Tessalit. An estimated 600 rebels took 
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part in a campaign to force Malian soldiers and families from the base, which is the largest government-run base in northern Mali 

and also hosts an airport. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) will attempt to evacuate civilians from the area 

once security assurances are provided from both Tuareg fighters and government forces.     
 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) told AFP that more than 172,000 have been dis-

placed from their homes in northern Mali to other towns and neighbouring countries due to the on-going conflict between Malian 

soldiers and MNLA fighters. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) says that it will begin to relocate nearly 5,000 

Malian refugees from the Niger-Mali border to Ouallam, Niger as a result of the harsh living conditions at the border town of 

Chinegodar. Officials say the “place is remote and inhospitable with no roads or communication infrastructure”, posing health and 

security risks for those displaced. 
 

Mauritania  
Mauritanian officials say they are increasing border security in an effort to fight AQIM, prevent the kidnapping of foreigners and 

address the smuggling of illegal immigrants, reports Magharebia. Three new transit points have been established for foreigners trav-

elling in the southern province of Brakna, while the border area has been demarcated to facilitate patrols.    
 

Morocco 

Magharebia reports that the Moroccan government has committed two billion dirhams (USD 235 million) for a new social solidari-

ty fund, in which medical care and education for disadvantaged families are two of the main objectives. However, the government is 

reviewing the planned fixed contribution system to ensure that the financing is collected in an objective manner that does not nega-

tively impact any economic sectors. Additionally, the government is considering a family support fund for divorced women whose 

husbands cannot pay food allowances. Meanwhile, violent clashes have been reported between anti-government protestors and po-

lice in the northern Rif area, reports AP. The Rif mountain region is one of the poorest in the country, predominately settled by Ber-

bers who, according to the article, have been historically marginalised. Demonstrators are calling for the government to improve 

their living conditions, including access to electricity and water.     
 

Nigeria 

An attempted rescue of a Briton and Italian by British Special Forces and Nigerian officials was launched on 08 March, as the men 

were said to be in “imminent and growing danger” after being held hostage since May 2011, reports Reuters. However, the hostage-

takers, thought to be a faction of Boko Haram, shot the men before the rescue team was able to enter the compound. According to al 

Jazeera, the Italian president called the recent rescue attempt of hostages in Nigeria an “inexplicable failure” of diplomatic relations 

as British officials did not consult with the Italians prior to the operation by British and Nigerian forces. A spokesman for Boko Ha-

ram told reports they have no links to the group who abducted and killed the British and Italian workers from north-western Nigeria, 

says Reuters.     
 

Al Jazeera reports that at least 14 people died on Sunday as a result of the bombing of a Catholic church in Jos and retaliatory at-

tacks in the city. Jos is located in central Nigeria and is a town at the ‘Middle Belt’ dividing the northern Muslim and southern 

Christian areas of Nigeria. Militant Islamist group Boko Haram has launched a series of attacks against churches since the first at-

tack took place in Jos on Christmas Day, reports Reuters. In related news, the Nigerian government has approved an amnesty bill for 

members of Boko Haram, “if it agrees to negotiations and renounces violence”, reports UPI. 
 

Tunisia 

Tunisian Justice Minister Noureddine B’hiri and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Antonio Guterres met 

on 06 March to review a draft refugee law for the country, reports the Tunisian News Agency. The two officials further discussed 

cooperation in refugee rescue operations and protection for the thousands of Libyans who fled to Tunisia in 2011.   
 

Magharebia reports that the unemployment rate in Tunisia had reached 18.9% or 738,000 people by the end of 2011, with the ma-

jority of those who are jobless under the age of 30. Statistics show that unemployment is increasing among the university educated 

and women. A national conference on unemployment is scheduled for April 2012. 
 

Regional Security 

Libya hosted a two-day ministerial level conference on border security from 11 to 12 March, as part of efforts to increase regional 

cooperation to address the escalation of “cross-border criminal activities”, reports Tripoli Post. The nine northern African countries 

attending the conference have adopted the ‘Tripoli Plan’ to enhance information sharing and develop strategic border communities, 

reports Reuters. This conference was the first time in more than a year that interior ministers met to discuss regional security con-

cerns. Arms and human smuggling have escalated in recent months due to inadequate border security. In related news, Commander 

of the US Africa Command (AFRICOM), General Carter Ham, warns that al Qaeda-linked groups, including al Shabaab, Boko Ha-

ram and AQIM are attempting to “synchronise” activities across North Africa and the Sahel region, as reported by the Telegraph.       
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Egypt 

Muslim Brotherhood leaders said on 11 March that parliament would begin steps to declare it has lost confidence in the military 

appointed government of Prime Minister Kama al Ganzouri, reports Reuters. If the vote passes, then the ruling military council 

would be pressured to appoint a cabinet led by the Muslim Brotherhood, a group that was previously banned under Mubarak but 

now controls the majority of seats in parliament. The vote could also complicate negotiations with the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) over a USD 3.2 billion loan since political turmoil could create doubt about the country’s ability to honour its economic re-

forms and stabilisation programmes, reports Reuters. The IMF is set to send a delegation to Egypt later in March to reach an eco-

nomic agreement and the United States has urged the international community to support the IMF’s efforts in Egypt.   

 

The economic committee in Egypt’s parliamentary upper house, the Shura Council, has called for a detailed report on Egypt’s 

“private funds” which comprise revenues generated from sources other than customs or taxes, reports Ahram. The government is 

currently drafting a law that would gradually incorporate these funds into the state treasury.  

 

According to the Egyptian Information Portal, revenue from Egypt’s Suez Canal, a vital source of foreign currency in Egypt, has 

decreased by 1% to USD 381.4 million for the month of February. As the Egyptian government struggles to finance its budget defi-

cit, the country must reduce its energy subsidies, which over the last eight months have increased by 40% to approximately USD 16 

billion, reports Reuters. Because Egypt subsidises almost all of its energy products, the increase in international energy prices and a 

growing domestic population have increased costs. Historically officials have resisted cutting the subsidy, fearing a negative reac-

tion from citizens, a trend that has continued after the fall of former president Hosni Mubarak. 

 

Agence France Presse (AFP) reports that 100 Egyptian protestors clashed with soldiers near the United States Embassy in Cairo on 

10 March. The protestors demanded an end to military rule in Egypt. On the same day in the capital, 200 people marched near Tahrir 

Square to mark the day, one year ago, when female protestors were arrested, beaten and forced to undergo virginity tests. AFP re-

ports that an Egyptian court acquitted army doctor Ahmed Adel on charges of conducting forced virginity tests on female protestors 

in 2011. The judge declared the verdict after he found the witness statements to be contradictory. The case was the second of two 

cases filed by Samira Ibrahim, the only named plaintiff in several legal cases against the officers who conducted virginity tests on 17 

women protesters detained by the military last year. Though she lost this second case, her first case win resulted in the court order-

ing the army to stop forced virginity tests on female detainees. Leading up to the trial, Amnesty International stated that “women 

protestors have repeatedly faced beatings, torture and other ill-treatment at the hands of Egypt’s army and security forces”.  

 

The trial of foreign democracy activists in Cairo (see ‘In Focus’ section in 06 March Mediterranean Review) has been adjourned to 

10 April to allow judges time to examine the defendants’ files, reports AFP. The activists have been accused of receiving illicit for-

eign funds and operating without a license. The BBC reports that, behind the scenes of the charged political climate surrounding the 

trial, Egypt and the United States are working to restore their relationship. 

 

South Sudan 

The Africa Report states that talks between South Sudan and Sudan have resumed on 06 March in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Afri-

can Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) is facilitating the dialogue over the topics of “citizenship and nationality, 

border issues, as well as financial and other arrangements concerning the trans-shipment of South Sudanese oil through Sudan”. One 

day after negotiations began, South Sudan’s chief negotiator Pagan Amum accused the Khartoum government of “refusing to admit 

that there are Southern slaves in Sudan” and stated that there are an estimated 30,000 slaves held in captivity in Sudan, reports the 

Sudan Tribune. Sudan’s official spokesman Al-Obayd Adam Marawih has responded that South Sudan is making allegations of 

slavery in an attempt to forestall any agreement on the status of Southerners residing in Sudan.  

 

While negotiations over oil continue in Addis Ababa, South Sudan has announced that it will use trucks to carry a minimum of 

35,000 barrels (10% of its daily output) a day of crude oil to the Kenyan coast of Mombasa and to the coast of Djibouti, reports Reu-

ters. Minister for Petroleum and Mining, Stephen Dhieu Dau, has said that the plan has not yet been finalised and there is no 

timeframe for when the new plan will begin. South African news source Business Live reports that the transport of oil by land will 

be complicated by the fact that South Sudan, a country the size of France, only has 100 km (60 miles) of paved road. Acknowledg-

ing the lack of infrastructure, ministry officials have considered the idea of using river barges to transport the oil down the Nile. 

Bloomberg reports that the head of the UN mission in South Sudan, Hilde Johnson, says that the country is “leaning more towards 

loans than donor support” in order to cover the gap in lost oil revenue. Oil exports account for 95% of South Sudan’s income. It was 

reported in a statement released by the Government of South Sudan that Vice President Riek Machar visited the New York Stock 
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Exchange and met with a number of leading business people in an effort to increase investment in South Sudan. The Sudan Tribune 

reports that South Sudan will hold a high level investment summit from 20-22 March which is expected to bring more than 300 in-

ternational attendees to explore investment opportunities.  

 

According to the BBC, an estimated 100 people have been killed and 200 wounded in Jonglei state in South Sudan as a result of 

fighting among rival groups. Local authorities reported that young men from the Murle ethnic group raided several cattle camps. The 

fighting comes as authorities prepare to launch a disarmament campaign in the state. The United Nations Mission in South Sudan 

(UNMISS) has announced that the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) for Children and Armed Conflict, Radhi-

ka Coomaraswamy, will visit South Sudan for a one week tour, reports the Sudan Tribune. During the trip, Commaraswamy will 

visit Jonglei state to witness the signing of an action plan that will commit the government’s Sudanese People’s Liberation Army 

(SPLA) to no longer employ children within their ranks and among all armed groups integrating into the army who have accepted 

amnesty. While in Jonglei, the UN envoy will also meet with members of the Lou Nuer and Murle ethnic groups to discuss the re-

lease of abducted children.  

 

Sudan 

The UN Security Council issued a forceful statement on 06 March demanding that Sudan and South Sudan end border hostilities and 

expressed “grave concern about reports of repeated incidents of cross-border violence between Sudan and South Sudan, including 

troop movements, support for proxy forces and aerial bombardments”. The Sudanese government has denied allegations that it at-

tacked civilians in the South Kordofan region, and has blamed the attacks on rebels, reports the BBC. An official with the Sudanese 

government, Rabie Abdul-Atti, has said that South Sudan is providing logistical support for rebels in the area, something South Su-

dan denies. A former UN senior humanitarian official in Sudan, Mukesh Kapila, says that he witnessed Sudanese planes bombing 

civilian areas. According to BBC, Kapila also reported the use of anti-personnel landmines and cluster bombs. In other parts of the 

country, Sudan’s armed forces clashed with members of the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebel group on Wednesday in the 

Western Darfur region, reports Reuters. JEM claims that a large number of soldiers were killed, something the military denies. 

 

Sudan, Chad and Libya have agreed to establish a joint force to monitor their common borders in order to prevent weapon and drug 

smuggling, reports the Sudan Tribune. Sudan and Chad already established a joint force to monitor their border in January 2010; 

however, there has been concern among Libya’s neighbouring countries regarding the proliferation of weapons after the fall of 

Moammar Gaddafi. 

 

Sudan’s Minister of International Cooperation, Ishraqa Said Mahmoud, stated on 05 March that the government has informed the US 

deputy chief of mission in Sudan, Dennis Hankins, that “unless they quit their propaganda of famine” in the border areas, they will 

be expelled, reports the Sudan Tribune. Sudan has been facing pressure from the United Nations and the United States to let aid 

groups operate in the border states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile.  

 

Tension between the United States and Sudan is likely to increase, as the US and other powers stated they would not attend an inter-

national conference intended to increase investment in Sudan, reports Reuters. The joint Norwegian and Turkish initiative for a high-

level Sudan conference to be held in Istanbul on 23-24 March has now been postponed with no new date set. Sudan’s economy is in 

turmoil following the loss of three-quarters of oil production when South Sudan became independent in 2011; however, diplomats 

have said that no Western economic aid or debt relief is likely to come if fighting continues in the two border states of Blue Nile and 

South Kordofan. Sudan has sought to increase more investments from other countries. On 09 March, Sudanese President Omar al 

Bashir travelled to Saudi Arabia to discuss bilateral relations between the two countries, reports the Saudi Press Agency and in Su-

dan, a six-member delegation of the Pakistan Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) met with a Sudanese delegation to 

discuss business opportunities, reports the Business Recorder. Sudanese President Omar al Bashir said that China has withdrawn 

funding for an agricultural project in Sudan’s Nile River state because the “Chinese loan was in return for oil shipments which 

stopped after the secession of the South”, reports the Sudan Tribune. China has traditionally been a staunch supporter of Sudan and 

provided diplomatic backing in the UN Security Council.  
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Governance 

A deputy of Syria’s Minister of Oil and Mineral Resources and member of the ruling Ba’ath party, Abdo Hussameddine, announced 

his defection and withdrawal from the Ba’ath party in an online video on 08 March, reports the Christian Science Monitor. This de-

fection marks the highest ranking civilian official to abandon Assad’s regime since the uprising began over a year ago. In his an-

nouncement made via a YouTube video, Hussameddine said he was defecting “knowing full well that this regime will burn my 

home, persecute my family and make up a lot of lies” further stating, “he was joining the dignified people’s revolution”.  

 

During his visit to Damascus, the UN-Arab League envoy, former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, offered several “concrete 

proposals” for ending violence in the country, says the Associated Press(AP). In discussions, Annan reportedly sought to persuade 

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to allow access for humanitarian workers and International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 

aid convoys, release detainees and begin an inclusive political dialogue with the opposition, according to a UN statement. Ahead of 

the visit, Annan was quoted saying, “[w]e will do whatever we can to urge and press for the cessation of hostilities and an end to the 

killing and violence”. Meanwhile, opposition figures told Annan that no dialogue would take place until the regime pulled its troops 

from cities and towns under siege and political prisoners were released. Annan departed Damascus following the two-day mission 

with no guarantee that hostilities would end, according to Agence France-Presse. A prominent member of the opposition Syrian 

National Council (SNC), Haitham Maleh, denounced Annan’s visit to the country as “pointless and dangerous”. 

 

At the most recent UN Security Council meeting held in New York City to discuss the challenges surrounding the ‘Arab Spring’ 

uprisings in the Middle East and North Africa, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told members of the Council, “[w]e believe that 

now is the time for all nations - even those who have previously blocked our efforts - to stand behind the humanitarian and political 

approach spelled out by the Arab League.” The Council has been divided over what course to take in responding to the year-long 

bloody crackdown on protestors by the regime of President Bashar al-Assad, with many Western and Arab nations calling for Assad 

to step down and open the way for a democratic transition; a move rejected by both Russia and China. In a recent meeting with Arab 

League Foreign Ministers in Cairo, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov agreed to a five-point plan that he says could lead to an 

early solution to the crisis, reports AP. The plan would involve implementing an immediate ceasefire, a clause preventing foreign 

intervention, assurances about humanitarian aid, an impartial monitoring mechanism and the endorsement of UN-Arab League en-

voy Kofi Annan.  

 

Syria has warned that it will take legal measures against media organisations allowing foreign journalists to sneak into the country, 

says AFP. According to the country’s information ministry, “[m]edia who try to infiltrate their journalist illegally into Syria will be 

held legally responsible for their action and for any repercussions that could arise concerning the journalists.” Three foreign journal-

ists have been killed in Syria since the beginning of unrest in March of last year. 

 

Security 

Syrian troops reportedly stormed the rebel stronghold of Idlib on 11 March, following 

several days of shelling, according to AFP. Fifteen civilians were allegedly killed in 

the clashes and many others were wounded or arrested by regime forces, says Rami 

Abdel Rahman, the head of the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. Activists ex-

pect that Idlib will experience a similar bombardment to that of Homs, which lasted 26 

days and resulted in over 700 civilian deaths.  

 

Meanwhile, hundreds of families have fled the city of Homs, following reports that 47 

women and children were killed in a “massacre” on the heels of the visit of UN-Arab 

League envoy Kofi Annan, reports AFP. One activist who spoke with AFP indicated 

that the bodies of 26 children and 21 women were found in the neighbourhoods of 

Karm el-Zaytoun and Al-Adawiyeh. Panicked by reports, an increase in Syrian fami-

lies are fleeing the city fearing that security forces will conduct similar attacks against 

civilians. State-run Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) has attributed the killings to 

“armed terrorist gangs” attempting to discredit the Syrian forces. The Syrian National 

Council (SNC), the country’s main opposition group, has called for an emergency UN 

Security Council meeting and establishment of an independent investigative commit-

tee to bring perpetrators to justice.   

 

Page 8 13  March 2012 

C I V I L - M I L I T A R Y  F U S I O N  C E N T R E  P R E S E N T S  

Syria 
Amber Ramsey › amber.ramsey@cimicweb.org     

Recent Fighting in Idlib, Syria 

Source: Newstimes 

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Latest-News-Wires/2012/0308/Syria-s-deputy-oil-minister-defects-to-protest-Assad-crackdown
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2012/mar/08/syria-minister-defection-assad-regime-video
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2012/mar/08/syria-minister-defection-assad-regime-video
http://www.france24.com/en/20120312-annan-assad-negotiations-peace-cease-fire-protest-crackdown-syria
http://www.france24.com/en/20120312-annan-assad-negotiations-peace-cease-fire-protest-crackdown-syria
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2012/03/12/news/foreign/clash-over-syria-looms-at-un-council/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/c72d5c0c-68ed-11e1-9931-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=published_links/rss/home_asia/feed//product#axzz1ocvG3Z8a
http://www.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2012-03-12/syria-un-russia/53498908/1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17343931
http://www.reuters.com/video/2012/03/10/arab-league-and-russia-discuss-future-of?videoId=231510593
http://www.nowlebanon.com/NewsArticleDetails.aspx?ID=374618
http://news.yahoo.com/annan-heads-syria-crux-bid-end-bloodshed-081246578.html
http://news.yahoo.com/hundreds-flee-syrias-homs-monitors-103223964.html
http://www.sana.sy/eng/21/2012/03/13/405833.htm
mailto:britta.rinehard@cimicweb.org
http://www.newstimes.com/news/article/Journalist-recounts-fleeing-Syrian-city-under-fire-3403094.php#photo-2615706


 

 

Humanitarian Assistance 

During a two-day visit to Syria, UN humanitarian chief Valerie Amos met with Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moallem, who 

said Syria is committed to cooperating with the UN mission within the framework of the nation’s sovereignty and independence. In 

a statement issued following her visit, Amos indicated that she had come to an agreement with Syrian ministers for a joint prelimi-

nary humanitarian assessment mission to be conducted in the most affected areas. Amos described the agreement as “a necessary 

first step” but noted that a proposal had been submitted to the Government of Syria requesting “unhindered access to evacuate the 

wounded and deliver desperately needed supplies”.  

 

According to the latest humanitarian update on Syria from ICRC, the situation “remains difficult in many parts of the country”. Cold 

weather and the deteriorating economic situation are cited as the main concerns for the population. Priority areas include Abel, Ha-

ma, Idlib, Dara’a and rural Damascus. A team from the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) was permitted to enter the devastated 

district of Baba Amr on 07 March; however, most citizens had already fled the fighting. Priorities set by the organisation include 

providing food, blankets and hygiene kits for people in areas most affected by violence. 

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has announced that it dispatched a rapid response team composed of an emergency coordi-

nator and a public health officer to reinforce coordination and health information management and dissemination for Syria. Mean-

while, WHO and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) plan to conduct a rapid assessment in order to determine the status 

of health facilities and actual needs in the Syrian cities of Homs, Dara’a, Der Ezzour and rural Damascus. WHO also hosted the first 

inter-agency Health Sector Coordination meeting for Syria on 07 March, with the meetings continuing to take place on a weekly 

basis (see WHO Situation Report #1 for more information). 

 

The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) organised a conference on Syria in Geneva on 08 

March. The conference sought to establish an initial humanitarian appeal for Syria and was co-chaired by the European Commission 

Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection division (ECHO), the League of Arab States and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC). According to ECHO, the “Syrian Humanitarian Forum” aims to provide those engaged in the humanitarian response, includ-

ing donor, regional organisations, international non-governmental organisations (INGOs) and UN agencies, with a platform for 

sharing information, mobilising funding and providing support for humanitarian access. Following the conference, the UN an-

nounced that it was readying foodstocks for 1.5 million people in Syria as part of a 90-day emergency plan worth USD 105 million.  

 

A group of Syrian and international activists are planning a “Freedom Convoy” to enter Syria and bring much-needed humanitarian 

supplies to besieged cities on the one-year anniversary of the Syrian uprising, reports AFP. A similar event was attempted on 12 

January, when 200 activists tried to enter Syria via Turkey but were stopped by Turkish police before reaching the border.  

 

According to an AFP interview with a Jordanian government spokesman, nearly 80,000 Syrians have sought refuge in the Jordan 

since March 2011. Most of the Jordanian-based refugees are staying with relatives in Ramtha and Marfraq; only 5,000 to 8,000 indi-

viduals have been officially registered as refugees in the country by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). Syrians 

have also fled to Turkey from the besieged northern city of Idlib. A Turkish government official told AFP that Syrians have been 

crossing the border at a rate of 40 to 50 per day, but this number has increased three-fold in recent weeks as government forces have 

turned their attention to the rebel-held area. An estimated 12,519 Syrian refugees have registered with the Turkish authorities in the 

province of Hatay, according to the article.  
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observance of Women’s Day in Morocco, stating that despite recent pro-democracy movements, “women are demanding greater 

progress”.  
 

 
 

Regional Snapshot 

According to UN Women, the Moroccan government has made gains promoting the education of girls and women and has revised 

the Moroccan constitution to include greater equality between men and women. Despite improved conditions, rural women still lack 

independent sources of income and access to health and education. Women’s cooperatives in Morocco, supported by the National 

Initiative for Human Development, are leading the way towards improving the lives and economic circumstances of women in rural 

communities, according to Morocco World News.  
 

In Tunisia, the majority Ennahda Islamist party has called for the acceptance of the personal status code as a basic law protecting 

women’s rights, says AFP. However, women’s rights activists in the country warn that the Constituent Assembly is still deliberating 

on the use of sharia or Islamic law.  
 

Elsewhere in North Africa, Libyan officials abandoned the 10% quota of seats in parliament for women and the head of the National 

Transitional Council (NTC), Mustafa Abdel Jalil, has said that sharia law will overrule any existing law, such as marriage and di-

vorce laws, according to AFP.    
 

Likewise in Egypt, AFP reports that the parliamentary quota of 64 seats was abandoned and female representation dropped. Accord-

ing to the article, women’s rights in Egypt are negatively associated with the old regime which appropriated the issue of women 

rights to the National Council of Women, headed by former first lady Suzanne Mubarak. Her association with women’s rights has 

many of the advances made towards greater equality to come under scrutiny. Egyptian women’s rights groups organised a march to 

the National Assembly on 08 March to demand the equal representation (50%) of women in parliament, reports Ahram Online.  
 

According to the Sudan Vision, sustainable development will only be achieved in Sudan if women receive equitable rights. Interna-

tional Women’s Day was observed by a gathering of Sudanese women’s civil society organisations, which show cased their research 

and work towards empowering women.      
 

Representatives of more than 80 Kenyan women’s associations gathered in Uasai Gishu County to learn about the International 

Criminal Court (ICC) and sexual and gender-related crimes. Participants urged the ICC to continue to investigate 2008 post-election 

violence cases in Kenya, and further suggested the dissemination of information about the court to surrounding communities. Mean-

while, UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General in Somalia, Augustine Mahiga, highlighted the work of the Transitional 

Federal Government (TFG) to ensure women are included in the country’s roadmap for peace and political transition. 
 

Climatic and other natural disasters also present unique challenges and life-threatening situations for women. During times of natural 

disasters, including the recent drought that affected the Horn of Africa and the looming food crisis in the Sahel region, rural women 

are often left behind in villages to care for children and the elderly and often engage in subsistence farming or scavenge for food, 

while men go to urban areas in search of work, says the Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). Rural women are the 

most likely to go unpaid for work and are at a higher risk of violence without access to legal recourse states UN Special Rapporteur 

on Violence Against Women, Rashida Manjoo. The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) says that women comprise 43% of 

the agricultural workforce but lack access to farming tools and resources of their own. FAO suggests that empowering women to 

farm independently would grow agricultural output in developing countries by 2.5 - 4% and help alleviate poverty for 100-150 mil-

lion people.  
 

On the occasion of International Women’s Day, UN leaders called for a global conference on women, the first in 20 years, to be held 

in 2015, reports Agence France-Presse (AFP). The conference is expected to generate renewed focus on gender equity and regional 

gender dynamics. Emphasising the importance of observing women’s rights on International Women’s Day and every day following, 

UN Women’s Bachlelet says “no country can claim to be entirely free from gender-based discrimination”. 
 

Erin Foster-Bowser is the CFC Desk Officer for North Africa. She holds a Masters in International Policy Studies from the Monterey Institute of International Stud-

ies. 

Participation of Women in National Parliaments – Horn of Africa, North Africa, Northeast Africa and Syria 

(by decreasing participation) 

Ethiopia (27.8%) Tunisia (26.7%) South Sudan (26.5%) Sudan (24.6%) 

Mauritania (22.1%) Eritrea (22.0%) Morocco (17.0%) Djibouti (13.8%) 

Syrian Arab Republic (12.4%) Mali (10.2%) Kenya (9.8%) Algeria (8.0%) 

Libya (7.7%) Nigeria (6.8%) Somalia (6.8%) Egypt (2.0%) 

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union, December 2011 

  

  
ENGAGE WITH US Civil-Military Fusion Centre Mediterranean@cimicweb.org www.cimicweb.org 

http://www.unwomen.org/2012/03/un-women-executive-director-commemorates-international-womens-day-in-morocco/
http://moroccoworldnews.com/2012/03/8-march-empowerment-of-rural-women-in-morocco/30448
http://www.dawn.com/2012/03/06/women-on-the-back-foot-in-the-arab-spring.html
http://www.dawn.com/2012/03/06/women-on-the-back-foot-in-the-arab-spring.html
http://www.dawn.com/2012/03/06/women-on-the-back-foot-in-the-arab-spring.html
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/0/36334/Egypt/0/Hundreds-of-Egyptians-march-to-parliament-on-Inter.aspx
http://news.sudanvisiondaily.com/details.html?rsnpid=207821
http://emailwire.com/release/83969-The-ICC-Outreach-Programme-in-Kenya-joins-women-in-Eldoret-Uasin-Gishu-County-to-mark-International-Womens-Day.html
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41479&Cr=gender+equality&Cr1
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95038/FOOD-Reduce-hunger-nurture-women-farmers
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/95038/FOOD-Reduce-hunger-nurture-women-farmers
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41492&&Cr=women&&Cr1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jK4YKpmcJ3oKCbW55pIaL00ADKaQ?docId=CNG.2d018c8049e2eb0be83385ae146b5403.731
http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm
mailto:afghanistan@cimicweb.org
https://www.cimicweb.org/

