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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in the Mediterranean Basin and other 

regions of interest from 22 – 28 February 2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue 

and underlined in the text. For more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to the 

region, please contact the members of the Med Basin Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 

  

In Focus: The London Conference-Hope for a New Era in Somali Politics 
By Britta Rinehard 

 

The London Conference on Somalia, which convened on 23 February 2012, brought together the 

largest and, according to British Prime Minister David Cameron, the “most influential gathering” 

of stakeholders to discuss the future of Somalia, including 55 delegations from 40 countries across 

Africa, the Middle East and the West. The Conference communique acknowledged the role of the 

international community as a facilitator in Somalia’s progress and development with the inclusion 

of the Somali people in the process. The conference focused on seven topics discussed in depth 

below: 

 

1. Political Process 

While speaking at the conference, Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of Ethiopia, called the crisis in 

Somalia a “political crisis and can only be resolved by political means.” As such, conference 

participants affirmed that there will be no further extension of the Transitional Federal Institutions 

(TFIs), whose mandate will expire in August 2012, and invited movement towards a more 

representative government through agreements such as the Transitional Federal Charter, Djibouti 

Agreement, Kampala Accord, and Transitional Roadmap. Participants endorsed the convening of a 

Constituent Assembly representative of the views of Somali people in all regions and 

constituencies and emphasised the urgency of tackling corruption and improving transparency and 

accountability in the collection and use of public revenues.  
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Ethiopia 

Inter Press Service (IPS) reports that in 2011, Ethiopia was Africa’s second-fastest growing economy. The country’s growth rate in 

2011 was 8.7% per International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank estimates while Ethiopia stated an official growth of 11.4%. 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) attributes the growth to the service sector, industry and agriculture, 

which is now improving the livelihoods of a majority of the population. According to a Bloomberg article, Ethiopia’s export of coffee, 

a major crop for the country, will rise this year. Ethiopia is Africa’s second-largest exporter of coffee beans and is expecting an 

increase of 7% within the next six months. 

  

A separate Bloomberg article reports that Ethiopia is looking to expand the Kenticha tantalum mine and construct a factory to process 

the rare earth metal, which is used in transistors for mobile phones, computers and digital cameras. Ethiopia is seeking investors from 

China, Germany, South Korea and Sweden to partner with the state-owned company Ethiopian Mineral Development SC (EMDSC). 

Foreign funds will be used for the planned expansion of the mine and construction of the factory. 

 

Agricultural development along the Omo river valley has resulted in the forced removal of thousands of semi-nomadic tribes people 

from their lands, reports the Guardian. European and Indian sugar cane and biofuel plantation practices, coupled with the building of 

the controversial 243 metre-high Gibe III dam has resulted in allegations of human rights abuses occurring in the river valley. The 

Ethiopian government has denied these allegations. Survival International, an international non-profit organisation, alleges the Gibe III 

Dam will have catastrophic consequences for the tribes in the Omo river valley. Without land for planting, the historically self-

sufficient Omo tribes will become destitute. 

  

On 22 February, Sudan Tribute reports that Ethiopia and Sudan signed an annual action plan agreement to strengthen their diplomatic 

ties, and promote economic, social and cultural relations (See ‘Northeast Africa’ section page 4).  

 

Kenya 

The African Development Bank (AFDB) reports that Kenya will host the third annual meeting of the Scaling-up Renewable Energy 

Program (SREP), which is a Climate Investment Funds (CIF) program, the first week of March. Attendees from Ethiopia, Mali, 

Liberia and Tanzania will be part of the meeting, to “exchange their experiences, lessons learned and best practices in executing SREP 

investment plans”.            

 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports that the world’s largest refugee camp is turning 20 years old. 

Camp Dadaab is located in north-eastern Kenya and was originally established in 1991 to accommodate 90,000 people. Since then, the 

camp has grown and now hosts more than 463,000 refugees. As a result of last year’s famine in Somalia, the number of refugees 

living in Dadaab increased by tens of thousands. UNHCR is using the camp’s anniversary as an occasion to renew its appeal to the 

international community to continue supporting the one million Somali refugees in the region and to find more durable solutions for 

refugees at the camp. 

 

Somalia 

On 24 February, Somali Prime Minister Abdiweli Mohammed Ali attended the London 

Conference on Somalia where the international community discussed the way forward 

for a stable Somalia. However, Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) reports 

that the London Conference failed to address the increased risks facing Somalis as a 

result of the military surge. According to IRIN, the recent surge in the country of African 

Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), Ethiopian and Kenyan troops increases the 

vulnerability of civilians to attacks and displacement and brings more weapons into a 

country already “awash with weapons”. The article asserts that Somalia needs more than 

a military solution. (For further details on the London Conference on Somalia, please see 

In Focus, page 8) 

 

A day after Somalia’s Prime Minister called for foreign air strikes against al Shabaab, 

Reuters reports that a missile killed four foreign Islamist militants and destroyed two 

vehicles approximately 60 km south of Mogadishu. According to the article, the strike 

killed three Kenyans, one Somali and “a very senior Egyptian”. No one has claimed 

responsibility for the airstrike. 
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Military Control in Somalia 

Source: BBC 
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Reuters reports that on 22 February, Ethiopian troops captured the city of Baidoa, an al Shabaab stronghold located about 250 km 

northwest of Mogadishu. The rebel fighters withdrew from Baidoa when the Ethiopian and Somali troops seized the city. The Daily 

Star reports that about 300 al Shabaab fighters were seen leaving Somalia and heading towards Yemen signaling that the group may 

be under increasing pressure, according to a statement by AMISOM Commander Maj. Gen. Fred Mugisha. In further al Shabaab-

related news, the al Qaeda-backed insurgents and an Islamist militia group in Puntland have merged, according to an article from 

Reuters on 25 February. Historically, al Shabaab has dominated the central and southern part of Somalia.  

 

On 22 February, the United Nations (UN) Security Council unanimously adopted a resolution to increase the number of AMISOM 

troops and police officers from 12,000 to 17,731.  

  

Piracy 

On 20 February, the European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Somalia – Operation ATALANTA, released an update on its 

mission. The briefing included information on the decrease of hijackings resulting from the industry adoption of Best Management 

Practices (BMPs), hiring Private Armed Security Teams (PAST) and the presence of international military in the region. The 

European Union External Action Service (EEAS) published an updated factsheet entitled “The EU fight against piracy in the Horn of 

Africa” that elaborates on the judicial issues, building of regional maritime capacities and initiatives to stabilise Somalia through 

assistance and dialogue. The factsheet states that the EU remains the “biggest donor to Somalia, having committed €215.4 [USD 

288.6] million since 2008 and an additional €175 [USD 234.5] for 2011-

2013”. 

  

EU NAVFOR also reported that the German combat supply ship, FGS 

BERLIN, was able to successfully deter a pirate attack on a tanker in the 

Gulf of Aden (GoA). The tanker issued a distress signal while the German 

ship and its two Sea King helicopters were able to stop the attack. The 

apprehended suspects were transferred to FGS BERLIN. The FGS 

BERLIN joined EU NAVFOR on 17 February 2012.  

  

The British Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) announced that the 

British government is standing up the Regional Anti-Piracy Prosecutions 

Intelligence Coordination Centre (RAPPICC). The Centre, which will be 

located in the Seychelles, will “analyse intelligence to inform tactical law 

enforcement options, including the turning of intelligence into useable 

evidence for prosecutions both in the region and further afield”.    

 

Somalia Report states that the semi-autonomous region of Somaliland 

approved a new anti-piracy law. Anyone committing an act of piracy may 

face five to 20 years in prison. In addition, any vessel used for the purposes of piracy can be confiscated by authorities.   

 

According to the Associated Press, a fire on an Italian cruise ship headed for the Seychelles broke out on 27 February, leaving more 

than 1,000 passengers adrift in an area of the Indian Ocean that is often targeted by Somali pirates. "If pirates attack, the armed guards 

on board will respond. But as far as I am aware, no pirates have been sighted in the area," said Seychelles presidential spokeswoman 

Srdjana Janosevic. The stranded ship had nine armed guards from an Italian military team. It was not clear whether the armed guards 

were originally on board or embedded after the ship was rendered useless. Armed guards are becoming quite common on ships 

transiting through areas with known pirate activity (see CFC Report on Armed Guards on Merchant Vessels).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: EU NAVFOR 

Have a question on the Horn of Africa: Land & Sea?  

Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus reports. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org  or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

FGS Berlin in the Gulf of Aden 
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Algeria 

Algerian authorities announced that two US-based, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), Carter Center and the National 

Democratic Institute (NDI), will monitor the 10 May parliamentary elections, joining monitors from the European Union and Arab 

League, reports Reuters. The government says it will only play a logistical role in the elections, with supervision provided by judges 

and political parties. According to Algeria Press Service (APS), Interior Minister Daho Ould Kablia encouraged all Algerians to vote 

in the upcoming elections, as the new parliament will be tasked to amend the country’s constitution. In related news, three of Algeria’s 

seven registered Islamist parties have agreed to form an alliance for the upcoming elections to increase their influence in the national 

legislative body, says the Associated Press (AP). The Movement of Society for Peace, al Nahda and al Islah have a combined total of 

72 seats of the 289 member parliament; the remainder of seats are held by two secular and government-affiliated parties. However, 

Algerian officials say they are more concerned with low voter turnout than a challenge from Islamists parties.   
 

Libya 

According to Agence France-Presse (AFP), a unit of Libyan soldiers has been deployed to Kufra to end a conflict between the Toubu 

and Zwai tribes that has reportedly killed more than 100 people since 12 February, although the total loss of life and damage is not yet 

known. The two groups have a historic rivalry and residents live close to where the Libyan border meets with Chad, Sudan and Egypt, 

reports Tripoli Post. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) says it has evacuated 28 people from Kufra, following 

continued violence between the tribes. Meanwhile, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Libya, Georg Charpentier, says 

an inter-agency assessment team reached Kufra and will start to provide water, food and non-food items to those affected by the recent 

violence, reports UN News. 
 

Tawarga tribal elders issued an official apology to the people of Misrata “for any action committed by any resident of Tawarga”, 

according to AFP. The two fought on opposing sides of the 2011 uprisings and this gesture is viewed by National Transitional Council 

(NTC) officials as the first step in moving towards a reconciliation process. On 24 February, more than 1,000 people from the NTC, 

Tawarga tribal elders and displaced Tawargas met in Benghazi; however, no representatives from Misrata attended. In related news, a 

Libyan military court has ruled that 50 individuals accused of fighting with Gaddafi and freeing prisoners during the uprisings last 

year will be tried in a civilian court, reports Al Arabiya. Lawyers for the accused said the ruling showed a positive trend for justice in 

Libya, given that the military court was ill-equipped to deal with what they call a civilian matter.    
 

Libyan Deputy Education Minister, Fathi Akkari, told the Irish Times he is utilising his experiences during political exile in Ireland to 

draft a 20-year education plan for Libya. Akkari explains the emphasis of the plan will be on diversifying education to expand from a 

sole focus on civil service preparation to include business development, technology and languages.   
 

Libyan officials say they are amending the 2005 banking law, which first allowed foreign banks, to attract foreign investors and 

generate growth in the private sector, reports Ahram Online. Further, Libyan central bank governor Saddeq Omar Elkaber told 

reporters the government bank reform committee would soon complete draft Islamic banking regulations. 
 

Mali 

Malian government officials say its airstrikes hit a camp of Tuareg nomads in the village of Kel Essouck, killing at least one civilian 

and wounding many others, reports the AP. The Malian army suspected that the village was being used as a base for Tuareg rebels. In 

related news, Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), an aid organisations working in northern Mali, says a recent airstrike by Malian forces 

near the town of Kidal hit a camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs), killing at least one girl. MSF called on “all parties to the 

conflict to exercise restraint in the use of violence and to distinguish between combatants and civilians”. Meanwhile, Malian officials 

claim that al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) is responsible for the attacks in Afuelhok during which time summary executions 

were committed by anti-government forces led by Tuareg rebels, says Magharebia. Azawad National Liberation Movement (MNLA) 

spokesman Mossa Ag Atter refuted claims that the group is linked to AQIM, further suggesting that “the MNLA shares no interests 

nor policies with this terrorist organisation”, reports AFP.   
 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) issued an appeal for USD 35.6 million to provide emergency 

assistance to the thousands of northern Malians continuing to flee violence and seek protection in Niger, Mauritania, and Burkina 

Faso. A total of 130,000 people have now been displaced since January both within Mali and to neighbouring countries due to clashes 

between Malian forces and the MNLA, a Tuareg led movement for northern independence. UNHRC is seeking funding to meet the 

needs of an estimated 85,000 Malians through July 2012.    
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Mauritania 

A new report from Instituto de Estudios sobre Conflictos y Accion Humanitaria (IECAH) explores the presence of AQIM in 

Mauritania. IECAH suggests that AQIM has a fragile existence in the country sustained only by business relationships and financial 

incentives because AQIM is said to have divergent ideological aims from local tribes and leadership. The illicit activities and 

economic and physical harm caused by AQIM have resulted in a backlash from religious leaders in Mauritania; however, the group 

continues to target areas of the country lacking financial opportunities. 
 

Morocco 

A new round of talks between Moroccan officials and Frente Polisario members will take place in New York on 11 March, according 

to the United Nations. The meeting will review proposals from both sides to settle the status of the disputed area of Western Sahara, a 

region that has been contested since 1976. Officials from neighbouring Algeria and Mauritania will also participate in discussions. 
 

An estimated 2,000 people demonstrated in Casablanca’s Place des Nations Unies on the anniversary of the 20 February 2011 

movement, reports Magharebia. There have been sustained small scale protests in the country over the last year, comprised of youth 

demanding government reform. 
 

Nigeria 

On 26 February, Boko Haram carried out a car bomb attack on a Nigerian church in Jos during its morning prayers, reports BBC. The 

exact number of people affected is not yet confirmed, but the British paper The Moment reported six killed at the church, eight killed 

in reprisal attacks and 50 injured church members. Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan urged citizens to remain calm, stating “those 

who seek to divide us by fear and terror will not succeed”. This violence comes just days after a non-denominational school in 

Maiduguri was allegedly attacked and burned down by Boko Haram, according to a separate BBC article. This is the second such 

targeting of a school in one week, with the militant Islamist group recently threatening to target non-Islamic schools.   
 

Tunisia 

Tunisian President Moncef Marzouki hosted the ‘Friends of Syria’ conference in Tunis on 24 February, reports Tunisia Live. 

Marzouki says that he opposes military intervention or military aid in Syria and called for a non-violent end to the Syrian revolution. 

According to AP, an estimated 200 pro-Syrian demonstrators tried to gain access to the hotel 

where the ‘Friends of Syria’ conference was being hosted; however, Tunisian police quickly 

disbursed the crowd (Additional information regarding the ‘Friends of Syria’ conference can 

be found in our new Syria section).    
 

Conservative Islamists in Jandouba, thought to be Salafists, attacked a police station and made 

calls for jihad, eyewitnesses told Reuters. The Salafists are considered a minority group in 

Tunisia, with roughly 200 currently clashing with police in Jandouba. The article further notes 

that the moderate Islamic Ennahada party does not share the hard line views of the Salafists 

but the party has not yet cracked down on the group’s violent tactics.   
 

Tunisia Live reports that heavy rain and snowfall run-off has resulted in a flood emergency in 

north-western Tunisia. Officials issued flood alerts and evacuated residents from the northwest 

region. According to Tunisia News Agency, an estimated 545 people had been rescued in 

Jandouba and 3,012 evacuated from Mateur by the army since last Thursday, 23 February.  
 

Migration 

A 2008 deal between Libyan and Italian officials to return migrant ships back to Libya has resulted in Italy’s violation of Article Three 

and Article Four of the European Convention on Human Rights, says BBC. The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ruled in 

favour of 13 Eritreans and 11 Somalis who lodged a complaint that they were returned to Libya without regard for their human rights. 

According to the BBC article, Italy conducted nine interceptions of migrants boats in 2009; officials say they ceased these operations 

as of 26 February 2011 following Libyan unrest. Radio Free Europe (RFE) says the ECHR ruled in favour of migrants returned to 

Libya, due to the risk of ill-treatment at the hands of then Libyan officials as well as the risk of being detained and tortured if sent 

back to Somalia or Eritrea. Italy has been fined nearly half a million dollars to pay compensation to the 24 Somali and Eritrean 

migrants who were intercepted by Italian vessels in the Mediterranean Sea and returned to Libya in 2009. 
 

Mediterranean Wetlands 

As part of the Mediterranean Wetlands Initiative (MedWet), nearly 350 environmental specialists met in Agadir, Morocco to discuss 

the challenges facing the unique ecosystem, reports BBC. Experts say nearly 50% of Mediterranean wetlands have been lost during the 

last century, and conference participants concluded that state action is needed to save vital wetlands. MedWet is a forum of 27 

Mediterranean countries created in 1991 to reverse the loss and degradation of Mediterranean Wetlands. 
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Egypt 

Al Jazeera reports that the Egyptian judge presiding over the trial of former President Hosni Mubarak has announced the verdict will 

be delivered on 02 June. Mubarak, former interior minister Habib al-Adly and six security chiefs face possible execution if found 

guilty of ordering the killing of protestors in 2011. According to Al Arabiya, al-Adly told the court that foreigners were responsible for 

the killing of protestors.  
 

Amnesty International (AI) released a press statement which suggests that Egyptian security forces “continue to kill protestors with 

the same brutal tactics used in Hosni Mubarak’s last days in power”. AI specifically lists incidences that occurred between 02 and 06 

February 2012 in which riot police used “excessive force” and “excessive” tear gas to disperse protesters. The Daily News Egypt 

reports that the trial of a soldier accused of conducting forced virginity checks on female protesters has been adjourned to 11 March by 

a criminal military court. Samira Ibrahim initially filed the case with the courts after she was subjected to the procedure at a military 

prison following last year’s uprising. The military has said that virginity checks are done procedurally in its prisons to prevent female 

detainees from making false accusations of rape against prison guards. In December 2011, Egypt’s Administrative Court banned the 

practice, according to Ahram.   
 

The trial of 43 pro-democracy activists began 26 February with the reading of the charges and was subsequently adjourned until 26 

April, reports BBC. The defendants, some of whom were not present, include Americans, Egyptians, Germans, Palestinians, 

Norwegians and Serbs charged of illegally operating projects in Egypt. The Inter Press Service (IPS) states that the standoff between 

the United States and Egypt over the arrest of 16 US citizens in late December 2011 could have significant repercussions on thousands 

of NGOs operating in Egypt, many of which rely on foreign donors for funding. Three hundred non-profit groups, civil society 

organisations and activists have been accused by Egyptian officials of accepting unauthorised foreign funding between June 2010 and 

December 2011.  
 

Abdel Moneim Abol Fotoh, a leading Islamist presidential candidate, was attacked by armed men on 23 February leading to his 

hospitalisation for a brain concussion, reports Reuters. Abol Fotoh was expelled from the Muslim Brotherhood when he made a bid to 

become a candidate. In an effort to ease concerns about the party’s majority control of the parliament, the Muslim Brotherhood had 

previously decided not to nominate its own presidential candidate. The Muslim Brotherhood, which won the highest number of seats 

in recent parliamentary elections, has stated that it wants the next Egyptian president to have an “Islamic background”, reports 

Reuters. The group has not yet decided who they will back in the upcoming presidential elections. On 26 February, the Supreme 

Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) announced that on 03 March the People’s Assembly and the Shura Council will select a 100-

member assembly responsible for drafting Egypt’s new constitution, reports Ahram. 
 

Ahram Online reports that the Apache Corp, a Houston-based oil and gas exploration company, has announced that it will invest USD 

1 billion in Egypt in 2012. In 2011 the company invested USD 1.1 billion and kept its operations running throughout the Egyptian 

unrest. Apache is the second largest producer of hydrocarbons and natural gas in Egypt. 

 

South Sudan 

According to the Associated Press (AP) South Sudanese officials have told Liu Yingcai to leave the country. Yingcai is a Chinese 

national and president of Petrodar Operating Company (PDOC), the largest 

foreign oil company in South Sudan. Petrodar is a consortium of oil firms, 

which include national oil corporations of China and Malaysia, and is 

responsible for operating oil fields in South Sudan. Additionally, Petrodar is 

responsible for providing maintenance and operation of one of the two 

pipelines in the country. Yingcai has been accused of conspiring with Sudan 

to steal South Sudan’s oil. As a result, Baidzawi Chemat has been named the 

new acting president of Petrodar in South Sudan, reports Bloomberg. South 

Sudan’s petroleum minister, Stephen Dhieu Dau, stated that Petrodar has 

refused to relocate its headquarters from Khartoum to the South Sudan capital 

of Juba. Additionally, the company did not transfer the stake of Sudan’s state 

oil company to South Sudan’s Nile Petroleum Corp, per the decree made by 

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir. Reuters reports that the Chinese 

government has called for dialogue between South Sudan and Sudan to solve 

the on-going oil dispute. China is South Sudan’s biggest buyer of oil.  
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Reuters further reports that Norway’s Minister for Environment and International Development, Erik Solheim, has said that South 

Sudan’s alternate oil pipeline projects will take longer than planned. As an advisor, he has urged the two countries to find a settlement 

that uses the current north-south pipeline while developing long-term alternatives. 

 

According to Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN), South Sudan has nine out of the 10 key “neglected” tropical diseases 

in the world. This fact underscores the lack of healthcare in South Sudan, with only one in four people able to access health services, 

and women experiencing some of the highest maternal mortality rates in the world. There is a lack of education, sanitation and clean 

water as a result of the decades of civil war. In January, pharmaceutical companies and world leaders made a pledge through the 

London Declaration on Neglected Tropical Diseases to supply drugs and other technical and financial support to combat those 

“neglected” diseases. 

 

Small Arms Survey has released a report titled “Women’s Security and the Law in South Sudan” in which the organisation details 

South Sudan’s legal system and its effects on women. Because of a limited court infrastructure, customary law continues to be 

primarily used over statutory frameworks in the country. This form of law is highly patriarchal, with women seen as having 

subservient roles in society, which is at odds with South Sudan’s 2005 Interim Constitution guaranteeing equal rights for all, reports 

Small Arms Survey. All Voices reports that a workshop on 22 February in Juba, South Sudan adopted the African Charter on Human 

Rights and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) on the Rights of Women in Africa. The charter seeks to end all forms of discrimination against 

women and will be included in the South Sudan national constitution. 

 

Sudan 

According to the Africa Report, Sudan’s government in Khartoum faces multiple political, economic, social and security challenges, 

with small anti-government demonstrations being rapidly squashed by security forces. Challenges include water and electricity cuts; 

the continuation of insurgencies in Darfur and border regions; a shortage of foreign currency; and a split within the ruling National 

Congress Party (NCP). Commodity prices in Sudan have also rapidly increased in the last few months as a result of rising inflation 

rates, reports Agence France-Presse (AFP). Some consumers and traders have warned of possible social unrest as a result of a 

decrease in living standards. The Sudanese independent newspaper al-Tayar has been suspended by Sudanese security services, 

reports Reuters. Since South Sudan became independent from Sudan, Sudanese journalists have complained of increased pressure 

from the government. The article further explains that the day prior to South Sudan’s independence on 09 July 2011, the Sudanese 

government closed down six newspapers. Al-Tayar is the third Islamist newspaper to be closed in 2012. 

 

An accord was signed on 18 February between the United Nations, African Union, Arab League, the Sudanese government and the 

Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) rebel group to allow humanitarian assistance into the rebel-controlled areas of 

the Sudanese border states of Blue Nile and South Kordofan, reports Bloomberg. The Sudan Tribune reports that a survey conducted 

by the Sudanese government reveals that there are good levels of food security and normal humanitarian conditions in the state of 

South Kordofan. The article further suggests that UN agencies have expressed reservations about the survey’s accuracy and have 

complained that UN officials have experienced difficulties working with the Sudanese government.  

 

In security news, the African Union-UN Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reports that the entire 55-person peacekeeping patrol has 

returned to its home base in Umm Baru. The patrol was detained by Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebels on 19 February near 

Shegeg Tova. JEM accused the UNAMID force of helping Sudanese security spy on rebel-held territory, reports Reuters. The 

umbrella rebel group Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), a group formed in 2011 by SPLM-N operating in South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile and rebel group JEM operating in Darfur, has claimed responsibility for attacks on a Sudanese army garrison located near the 

border with South Sudan, reports Reuters. A SRF spokesman stated that the SRF captured 200 vehicles, hundreds of machine guns 

and dozens of heavy artillery from the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF). On 22 February, Small Arms Survey released a fact sheet on 

the crisis in the continuous border region of Abyei.  

 

According to the Sudan Tribune, a sister city program has been established between the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa and Sudanese 

capital Khartoum. An annual action plan has been developed to enhance diplomatic ties and promote socio-economic relationships. In 

other diplomatic news, the Sudanese legislative assembly has downplayed the potential impact of further US sanctions on the country, 

reports the Sudan Tribune. Additionally Sudan has rejected conditions the United States has placed on a proposal to forgive USD 2.4 

billion in debt. Sudan’s finance minister has said that Sudan has USD 37 billion in international external debt, 600 million of which is 

owed to Arab sovereign wealth funds (SWF). 
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Rebel-held Areas of Homs 

Source: The Guardian 

 

 

Governance 

World leaders from over 70 countries gathered in Tunisia on 24 February to demand Syrian authorities end violence and allow 

immediate access for aid shipments to reach several besieged cities, reports Reuters. The draft declaration of the conference calls on 

Syrian authorities to immediately cease all violence and commits participating countries to providing life-saving humanitarian aid 

within 48 hours after the violence ending.  

 

While plans for military intervention have been placed on hold, the “Friends of Syria” group agreed to work on enforcing sanctions 

that would pressure Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad to halt on-going violence. Embargo tactics include imposing travel bans and 

asset freezes, halting the purchase of Syrian oil, ceasing investment and financial services related to Syria, reducing diplomatic ties, 

and preventing arms shipments to the government, says Reuters. According to Voice of America (VOA), the meeting makes it clear 

that the Arab League and its allies will not allow themselves to be blocked by Russia and China. Prior to the meeting, Russia 

announced that it would not attend the “Friends of Syria” conference, citing concerns that all parties to the conflict would not be in 

attendance, specifically the Syrian government. Moscow has consistently maintained that in order for peace to occur, dialogue with all 

parties is necessary, says VOA.  
 

Following a meeting in Brussels on 23 February, the Council of the European Union (EU) has agreed to impose further sanctions 

against the Syrian government, reports Bloomberg. The sanctions include freezing the EU assets of several Syrian officials and the 

country’s central bank, banning the trade of precious metals and prohibiting all cargo flights from Syria into any EU member state. As 

stated by EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton, “[a]s long as the repression continues, the EU will keep imposing sanctions”, 

writes CNN. 
 

Syria’s state-run Syrian Arab news agency (SANA) reported that a referendum put forward by President Bashar al-Assad on a new 

constitution received 89.4% approval from voters, with 57.4% of eligible voters casting ballots, according to Al Jazeera. However, 

Western nations including the US have called the vote a “farce”, as stated by the Associated Press (AP), with US Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton saying “[i]t’s a phony referendum and it is going to be used by Assad to justify what he’s doing to other Syrian 

citizens”. The two main Syrian opposition groups, the Syrian National Council (SNC) and the National Coordination Body for 

Democratic Change, called for their supporters to boycott the vote, describing it as an “empty gesture”. Similarly, head of the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights Rami Abdel Rahman told Bloomberg, “[p]articipating in this referendum is like taking part and giving 

legitimacy for the Syrian regime in the killings. The boycott is meant to send a message to the regime that the people do not want 

these reforms while you are killing them.” 
 

A United Nations panel of experts has 

drafted a list of Syrian officials to be 

investigated for their alleged involvement 

in “gross and systematic human rights 

violations”, reports BBC. The team is said 

to have forwarded their recommendations 

to the UN Human Rights commissioner 

for further investigation. The UN Human 

Rights Council will begin a month-long 

session this week in Geneva, during 

which the body plans to debate the 

situation in Syria, reports the UN Office 

of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights.  
 

Security 

Two Western journalists were among 

those killed during continuous shelling by 

government forces in the besieged city of 

Homs, reports Agence France-Presse 

(AFP). Journalist Marie Colvin of the 

Sunday Times and French freelance 

photojournalist Remi Ochlik were said to 

C I V I L - M I L I T A R Y  F U S I O N  C E N T R E  P R E S E N T S  

Syria 
                                            Amber Ramsey › amber.ramsey@cimicweb.org 

 
          

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/middle-east-live/2012/feb/27/syria-rescue-wounded-homs-live
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/friends-of-syria-to-send-aid-in-48-hours-if-assault-stops/
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/Friends-of-Syria-Meet-Friday-to-Help-Assad-Opponents-139819323.html
http://www.arableagueonline.org/wps/portal/las_en/home_page/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gXy8CgMJMgYwOLYFdLA08jF09_X28jIwN_E6B8JG55C3MCuoNT8_TDQXbiNwMkb4ADOBro-3nk56bqF-RGVHjqOioCAKQoUKM!/dl3/d3/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/europe/Moscow-Declines-to-Attend-Meeting-on-Syria-139832183.html
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-02-27/syria-counts-ballots-as-eu-tightens-sanctions-against-regime.html
http://consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/124720.pdf
http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/27/world/meast/syria-unrest/index.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=Sana&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&sourceid=ie7&rlz=
http://www.sana.sy/eng/361/2012/02/27/401178.htm
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2012/02/2012227132547956907.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5j8ZtIxINWSzb9O4Qzc7cNgp0Fchw?docId=2a0535b2428947b490e2810ffd42a1d4
http://www.syriancouncil.org/
http://www.syriahr.com/
http://www.syriahr.com/
http://mobile.businessweek.com/news/2012-02-27/syria-constitution-gets-89-support-as-eu-tightens-sanctions.html?section=highlights
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17138512
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/The19thsessionHRCopensinGeneva.aspx
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iuWS7hCJgTmIYpc56eax2h_9jgWQ?docId=CNG.6a5a10bf108ecd20e9fc217e139f19bc.2a1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iuWS7hCJgTmIYpc56eax2h_9jgWQ?docId=CNG.6a5a10bf108ecd20e9fc217e139f19bc.2a1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 February 2012  Page 9 
 

have been killed while covering the continuing violence in the Baba Amr neighbourhood of Homs.  

 

Two other journalists were reportedly wounded in the incident. Since anti-regime protests began last March the unofficial death toll 

has been place at over 9,000 people according to CNN .. Of the reported casualties, more than 5,000 are believed to be civilians, 

according to reports released by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.  
 

Humanitarian Affairs 

The French government has pushed for the UN Security Council to support a plan for “humanitarian corridors” into Syria from 

neighbouring Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan; however, Russia has condemned such plans, saying it would require the support of foreign 

forces in Syria. The Syrian National Council (SNC), the major opposition umbrella group, has said that they want at least three entry 

points for foreign aid - one from Lebanon into Homs, from Jordan into Deraa and from Turkey into Idlib, reports Reuters.  
 

Reuters also reports that UN Under-Secretary for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Valerie Amos is expected 

to travel to Syria to push for humanitarian access in areas affected by unrest. UN spokesman Eduardo del Buey told reporters “we 

expect the Syrian government to respond positively”. Meanwhile, European Union (EU) High Representative for Foreign Affairs 

Catherine Ashton met with US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 17 February in Washington DC, where she said she would be 

working with the UN, The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and the Arab League to address next steps regarding the 

humanitarian situation in Syria.  

  

Have a question on Syria?  

Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus reports. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org  or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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 The London Conference-: Hope for a New Era in Somali Politics (In Focus continued from page 1)  
 

2. Security and Justice 

 Conference participants affirmed that security in Somalia will only improve in tandem with better justice and the rule 

of law. The meeting acknowledged recent successes by African Union (AU) and Somali forces in the country as well as the 

successful ousting of al Shabaab rebels in various regions and welcomed joint planning by the UN and the AU. The UN 

Security Council was also commended for its adoption of Resolution 2036, which expands the African Union Peacekeeping 

Mission in Somalia’s (AMISOM) mandate and raises troop levels. Of particular importance, the conference called on Somalis 

themselves to maintain and develop the justice and security sectors and identified necessary steps for their improvement.  

3. Piracy 

 The international community condemned piracy and commend the work of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast 

of Somalia (CGPCS) and international militaries operating in the Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden. Attendees acknowledged that 

in order to find a lasting solution to piracy, the issue “requires a comprehensive approach on land as well as at sea”. Participants 

reiterated their commitment to support communities in addressing the underlying causes of piracy while focusing on maritime 

capacity-building initiatives and efforts to bring pirates to justice.  

4. Terrorism 

 Conference attendees agreed that more emphasis should be placed on disrupting terrorists’ travel to and from Somalia 

in addition to terrorist finances.  This is expected to be accomplished through support to the Somali criminal justice system and 

by countries in the region implementing the Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) recommendations on combating money 

laundering and the financing of terrorism. The international community also agreed to work with the Global Counter Terrorism 

Forum (GCTF) and other international and regional bodies to disrupt terrorist activities and address root causes. 

5. Stability and Recovery 

 The gathered representatives acknowledged pockets of stability within Somalia, agreeing to increase support to these 

areas in building legitimate and peaceful authorities while improving services for their people. The Mogadishu Recovery and 

Stabilisation Plan was identified as an important step towards providing safety and security, economic opportunities and basic 

services to all Somali people. In addition, all future support to local “areas of stability” will be guided by an endorsed set of 

international support principles and will be funded through a new Stability Fund. The discussion on long-term reconstruction 

and economic development will resume at the Istanbul Conference in June 2012.  

6. Humanitarian Assistance 

 Participants reiterated their continued support to provide humanitarian aid based solely on need and stipulated a set of 

guidelines in addressing Somalia’s humanitarian issues. 

7.  International Coordination 

 The conference reconfirmed support for the International Contact Group (ICG) on Somalia, while recommending the 

establishment of working groups focused on the political process, security and justice, and stability and development. It was 

noted that within the ICG, a core group of countries would “drive progress in support of United Nations (UN), African Union 

AU) and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) efforts. Participants acknowledged the important role 

regional organisations, such as the League of Arab States, the European Union (EU) and the Organisation of Islamic 

Coordination (OIC), will continue to play in the success of Somalia. 
 

 While the conference was seen as a significant step towards bringing stability to Somalia, a Somali political observer 

in Nairobi told the Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN), “[t]hey [the organizers] bring together groups [of Somalis] 

that are not fighting but ignore the one group [Al-Shabab] that is engaging in war with the TFG [Transitional Federal 

Government] and the so-called international community.” Adjoa Anyimadu, researcher and Somali specialist at London-based 

think tank Chatham House, told Reuters that, “[i]n many ways, I think I was more confident before the summit. All this 

emphasis on security and talk of airstrikes-there’s a real risk we will simply repeat the mistakes of the past.” The official 

communique from the conference, nevertheless, expressed optimism that a new era of Somali politics, with support from the 

international community, would bring stability and peace to the country. 
 

Britta Rinehard is a Knowledge Manager for the Horn of Africa at the CFC. She holds a Masters in International Relations from ODU.  
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