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This document provides a weekly overview of developments in the Mediterranean Basin and other 

regions of interest from 14 – 21 February 2012, with hyper-links to source material highlighted in blue 

and underlined in the text. For more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to the 

region, please contact the members of the Med Basin Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

 

  

In Focus: The Libyan Revolution - One Year Later 
By Linda Lavender 

 

On 17 February 2012, Libyans marked the one year anniversary of their revolution. According to the 

Guardian, the day was commemorated throughout Libya with celebrations. In the country’s capital of 

Tripoli, Martyrs Square was brimming with people, fireworks and bands. Tugboats sounded their 

horns on the seafront and children played. The article notes, however, there was no sign of National 

Transitional Council (NTC) leadership now in charge of the country. 

 

Referred to as the “Day of Rage”, 17 February marks the day Libyans took to the streets protesting 

their government a year ago, reports CNN. Libyan citizens sought to oust a brutal dictator and 

achieve freedom like their neighbours in North Africa. An intense civil war combined with NATO’s 

intervention freed Libyans eight months later. Anti-Gaddafi forces had high expectations throughout 

the months of fighting, reports the Washington Post. However, in the months following the overthrow 

of Moammar Gaddafi, the NTC has proved largely incompetent to effectively address the myriad of 

issues facing the country, according to the International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH).  

 

Growing unpopularity of the transitional government was violently demonstrated on 21 January 2012 

when dozens of youth stormed the NTC offices in Benghazi, reports Agence France-Presse (AFP).  
  

(Continued on page 8) 
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http://www.ntclibya.com/Default.aspx?SID=1&ParentID=0&LangID=1
http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/17/world/africa/libya-anniversary/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle-east/a-year-after-uprising-militias-hold-true-power-in-libya-as-government-struggles-for-authority/2012/02/17/gIQAy10AJR_story.html
http://www.fidh.org/Preliminary-note-on-Libya-Mission
http://www.fidh.org/-english-
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Djibouti 

According to an article from Reuters, a subsidiary of China Railway Construction Corp Ltd (CRCC) has signed a USD 1.4 billion 

contract to construct two railways located in Djibouti and Nigeria. Railway Gazette International notes that the contract in Djibouti 

alone is worth USD 505 million and requires the company to build a 100-km long section of railway from the coast in Djibouti to 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. While the ground-breaking date was not provided, CRCC officials suggest the project will take approximately 

five years to complete. In an interview with BBC, Rollo Dickson, editor of the South Africa-based Railways Africa magazine, explains 

that the current railway is unusable due to the poor condition of the tracks. According to Dickson, Ethiopia, as a landlocked country, 

depends heavily on the railroad connection to Djibouti for its import and export activities.  

 

Eritrea 

Mohammed Ali Ibrahim, a member of the Eritrean People’s Democratic Party 

(EPDP) central council, has allegedly been kidnapped in Sudan, reports 

Agence France-Presse (AFP). His party suggests that Eritrean security agents 

could be involved in this incident, but no further details were given. Ali 

Ibrahim was last seen on 14 February, when he left his house in Kassala, 

Sudan. According to the article, the border between Ethiopia and Eritrea is 

porous and thousands of ethnic Eritreans currently live in the eastern part of 

Sudan. Approximately 80,000 people reside in refugee camps along the 

border. (The map on the right, published by the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) shows the locations of these refugee 

camps.) 

 

Ethiopia  

Bloomberg reports that 16 civilians were killed in the south-eastern Ogaden 

region. The Ogaden National Liberation Front (ONLF) claims that the 

Ethiopian army opened fire on civilians during a community meeting in the region. The article 

indicates town members assembled to discuss the recent killing of an elder and district 

commissioner. 

 

According to Ogaden Online, the Ogaden Somali Community in South Africa filed a complaint 

with the International Criminal Court (ICC) against the Ethiopian government. The complaint 

includes 700 pages of evidence of alleged human rights abuses. The report makes claims of 

“extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detention, rape, torture, disappearances, the destruction of 

livelihood, the burning of villages and the destroying life stock”. 

 

On 16 February, Egypt State Information Service stated that Egypt and Ethiopia may establish an 

Egyptian trade and industrial zone in Addis Ababa. According to the article, Egyptian investments 

in Ethiopia are valued at USD 2.2 billion.  

 

Kenya 

Youth United for Social Mobilization organised a conference in Nairobi last week aiming to educate Somali youth about the dangers 

of becoming a pirate, reports Voice of America. Piracy is viewed by many in the region as a lucrative occupation but if caught, pirates 

are jailed, maimed or killed. Somali youth living in Kenya’s urban areas are highly literate and are recruited by pirates to work as 

interpreters. The event was attended by approximately 300 young Somalis.  

 

Somalia 

UNHCR says renewed clashes have taken place in the Afgooye corridor in Somalia, located northwest of Mogadishu. The incidents 

caused an estimated 5,200 Somalis to flee the area. The Afgooye corridor hosts a stretch of makeshift camps where about 410,000 

internally displaced people (IDPs) reside (nearly one-third of Somalia’s IDPs). Many of those leaving the Afgooye corridor are 

heading toward Mogadishu attempting to relocate to existing settlements while others are trying to locate and stay with relatives.  
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http://english.crcc.cn/
http://af.reuters.com/article/djiboutiNews/idAFL4E8DE6WV20120215
http://www.railwaygazette.com/index.php?id=44&no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=14778&cHash=9336896f01deb4fd9efb09cc6acb7c7d
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-17060828
http://news.yahoo.com/eritrea-opposition-figure-feared-abducted-sudan-142014269.html
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/page?page=49e483b76&submit=GO
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-02-16/ethiopian-rebel-group-says-army-kills-16-civilians-in-ogaden.html
http://onlf.org/
http://ogaden.com/hornnews/ogaden/1413-ogaden-community-in-south-africa-lodges-complaint-with-icc-over-alleged-ethiopian-human-rights-abuses.html
http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC?lan=en-GB
http://allafrica.com/stories/201202161040.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/east/Somali-Kids-in-Kenya-Warned-Not-to-Become-Pirates-139513578.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4f3e1e3a6.html
http://ogaden.com/hornnews/ogaden/1413-ogaden-community-in-south-africa-lodges-complaint-with-icc-over-alleged-ethiopian-human-rights-abuses.html
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UNHCR’s Somalia Briefing Sheet, reported that Somalia still remains heavily affected 

by the worst drought in decades and is the most effected out of the entire Horn of 

Africa region. In addition to a high volume of IDPs, the country also “generates the 

third highest number of refugees in the world”, according to UNHCR estimates. Many 

Somalis seek refuge in Kenya but others seek refuge in Yemen, Ethiopia, Uganda and 

Eritrea (refer to map on the right). 

  

The UNHCR Briefing reiterated that most of the country remains on security level 5 

(high) while the capital of Mogadishu remains on level 6 (extreme). Associated Press 

(AP) reports that, in order to increase security in the country, the African Union 

Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) presence may increase from 10,000 to about 18,000 

troops. The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is reviewing a new resolution 

which would authorise the proposed increase. The same AP article further suggests 

that the European Union (EU) supports the increase and is “prepared to provide 

significant new resources to help fund the force”.  

 

Piracy 

More and more private armed security guards are being hired, in order to protect 

merchant vessels from Somali pirates.  DefenceWeb reports that on 18 February, on-

board security guards of a chemical tanker were able to successfully deter a Somali 

pirate attack. Peter Cook, director of the UK Security Association for the Maritime 

Industry (SAMI) estimates that, by the end of 2012, about 20% of shipping companies will hire armed guards for additional security 

while traveling through Somali pirate-prone areas, according to United Press International (UPI). An estimated 120 security 

companies currently offer their services to ship owners and earn high revenues, in some cases, as much as USD 55.2 million a month.  

 

An increase of pirate-related activities over the last week has been reported by NATO’s Shipping Centre (NSC) in their Weekly Piracy 

Assessment. The NSC report provides information on vessels currently used by pirates as motherships. According to a recent 

Bloomberg interview with United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) official Wayne Miller an estimated 3,500 Somalis 

work as pirates in the Gulf of Aden (GoA) and the Indian Ocean responsible for 237 vessels attacked in 2011. Currently, an estimated 

1,000 Somalis are detained as a result of piracy activities in about 20 countries. Two pirates currently on trial in the United States were 

resentenced to life in prison on 14 February, reports the Virginian-Pilot. Both men were involved in the hijacking of the yacht Quest 

on 18 February 2011 that left four Americans dead.  

 

Somalia Report noted on 20 February that Somali pirates hijacked the MV Savina-Fahad. The United Arab Emirates-owned charcoal 

vessel was traveling from Kismayo to the UAE when pirates hijacked the boat in the Indian Ocean. The exact number of crew 

members held hostage is currently not available but it is estimated to be more than 10 people. The article indicates that the MV 

Savina-Fahad will most likely be used by the pirates as a mothership. In related news, a Panama-flagged cargo vessel, the MV Leila 

and its crew, were hijacked by Somali pirates about 50 nautical miles south-southwest of Ras Al Madrakah, Oman, says DefenceWeb. 

Conflicting numbers of crewmembers have been reported and range from 15 to 24 individuals. 

 

Channel 4 News announced the opening of a new anti-piracy intelligence centre in Portsmouth, Hampshire. The centre will monitor 

and analyse pirate activities worldwide, enabling the hub to warn seafarers of pirate movements and divert vessels to safer routes.  

  

Have a question on Horn of Africa? Have a question on Piracy? 

Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus reports. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org  or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home/opendocPDFViewer.html?docid=4f3e5c979&query=somalia%20briefing
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home/opendocPDFViewer.html?docid=4f3e5c979&query=somalia%20briefing
http://amisom-au.org/
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/official-eu-set-support-expanded-somali-force-15750106
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/
http://europa.eu/
http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23694:somali-pirates-hijack-ship-off-oman&catid=51:Sea&Itemid=106
http://www.seasecurity.org/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/Security-Industry/2012/02/14/Somali-piracy-begets-new-security-industry/UPI-49371329256394/
http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/WeeklyUpdate/Weekly%20Update%2009-15%20fEB%202012.pdf
http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/WeeklyUpdate/Weekly%20Update%2009-15%20fEB%202012.pdf
http://www.shipping.nato.int/pages/motherships2.aspx
http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/Pages/Definitions.aspx
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-02-17/estimated-3-500-somalis-working-as-pirates-united-nations-says.html
http://hamptonroads.com/2012/02/pirate-gets-life-again-hijacking-yacht
http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2841/Pirates_Hijack_Charcoal_Vessel
http://www.defenceweb.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23694:somali-pirates-hijack-ship-off-oman&catid=51:Sea&Itemid=106
http://www.channel4.com/news/experts-open-world-class-anti-piracy-intelligence-centre
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home/opendocPDFViewer.html?docid=4f3e5c979&query=somalia briefing
mailto:Mediterranean@cimicweb.org
http://www.cimicweb.org/
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Algeria 

Reuters reports that Libyan weapons, including shoulder-fired missiles, were discovered by Algerian security forces in the desert near 

the Libyan border. Weapons smuggling out of Libya remains a security concern in the region with worries that some of the weapons 

and missiles are reaching al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). 

 

Members of the 5+5 group of nations held a two-day food security summit in Algiers 06-07 February, reports Magharebia. As a result 

of the Euro-Mediterranean conference, a food security observatory will be established in Algiers to monitor price volatility. Various 

proposals were made by countries to exchange information on agricultural prices and to create a network of research institutions.    

 

Libya 

For the first time in more than 40 years, and a year after the uprising in Libya, residents of Misrata cast their ballots for local council 

members, according to Tripoli Post. The elections for 28 council members were held in Misrata on 20 February, with 101,486 people 

registered to vote, according to Middle East Online. The president of the Misrata electoral commission, Mohammed Balrouin, said he 

hoped the city’s elections would set an example for Libya. Tripoli Post reports that the majority of Libyans will have their first voting 

experience in the June 2012 national congressional elections. 

 

The Associated Press (AP) reports that an estimated 100 militias have joined together in western Libya posing a challenge to Libya’s 

National Transitional Council (NTC). The article suggests the formation of a new block of militias in the West could stoke historic 

tensions with eastern militias known as the Barqa front. The commander of a western brigade, Ibrahim al Madani, told reporters “we 

will not lay down our weapons until we are assured that the revolution is on the right track.”  

 

In a new report entitled “Militias Threaten Hopes for New Libya”, Amnesty International claims serious human rights violations are 

being committed by militias holding suspected Gaddafi loyalists. Militias are also said to have waged revenge attacks on communities 

and are specifically targeting African migrants and refugees. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) says it continues 

to visit nearly 8,500 detainees at 60 detention centres in Libya and nearly 10% of those individuals held are foreign nationals. The 

organisation says that unexploded ordinances (UXO), water and sanitation, and health services remain challenges for local authorities 

and communities. In related news, the Mines Advisory Group (MAG) warns that children and displaced persons in Libya are in 

serious danger from UXO that remain in towns and roads. MAG is working with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) and Libyan community members to improve education about the dangers of UXO and to continue carrying out clearance 

operations within the country.  

 

Mali 

Mali’s President Amadou Toumani Toure has announced that the presidential elections scheduled for April 2012 will proceed as 

planned despite continued violence in northern regions of the country, reports Reuters. President Toure is expected to step down 

following the election amid public scrutiny for the rebellion by Tuareg rebels.  

 

According to Radio Netherlands Worldwide (RNW), after nearly a month of 

fighting between Malian forces and the National Movement for the Liberation 

of Azawad (MNLA), thousands have been displaced and hundreds killed. The 

MNLA claim they are inclusive of all ethnic groups in the North, although 

according to the article, they are perceived to be a Tuareg-led revolt seeking 

control over the northern Timbuktu, Kidal and Gao regions of Mali, also 

referred to as the Azawad. Meanwhile, AP reports that following a number of 

Malian military retreats from areas of northern Mali, officials say they are now 

launching a new offensive against rebels. Head of the Mali National Assembly, 

Dioncounda Traore, says they have a draft plan to end fighting and commence 

negotiations with MNLA rebels. 

 

During a recent meeting of the Economic Community of West African States 

(ECOWAS), members urged rebels and Malian officials to find a peaceful end to 

violence that has displaced thousands of people into the Sahel region, according to AFP. The 16 ECOWAS states have committed 

USD 3 million in humanitarian assistance for the thousands of Malians affected by violence and displacement as well as to counter 

Source: Armed Conflict and Population Movement 13 
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http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/libya-out-control-militias-commit-widespread-abuses-year-uprising-2012-02-15
http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/update/2012/libya-update-2012-02-16.htm
http://www.maginternational.org/
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/libya-one-year-on-the-battle-against-cluster-bombs-landmines-and-uxo/
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://af.reuters.com/article/maliNews/idAFL5E8DJ0DA20120219
http://www.rnw.nl/africa/article/battle-mali%E2%80%99s-north
http://www.rnw.nl/africa/article/battle-mali%E2%80%99s-north
http://www.mnlamov.net/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/mali-troops-go-on-offensive-against-tuareg-rebels-after-retreats-parliament-leader-says/2012/02/16/gIQAnfNqHR_story.html
http://www.ecowas.int/
http://www.starafrica.com/en/news/detail-news/view/ecowas-calls-for-immediate-end-to-tuareg-218846.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E8DH3HG20120217
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E8DH3HG20120217
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_1678.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_1678.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/map_1678.pdf
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food insecurity in the Sahel, says Reuters. UNHCR reports that the number of Malians fleeing violence into neighbouring Niger has 

doubled in the past 10 days to nearly 44,000 people in need of immediate humanitarian assistance. The agency warns that the numbers 

will continue to increase as violence has been reported near Mali’s border with Algeria. UNHCR spokeswoman Melissa Flemming 

told reporters “humanitarian assistance is all the more critical because the Sahel region is facing a severe food crisis due to several 

years of drought”. The agency further notes that planning is underway with the governments of Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Niger to 

move displaced Malian populations away from volatile border areas lacking shelter and basic food and non-food items. Meanwhile the 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN) reports that in Mali, aid agencies are making efforts to scale up their response to 

food insecure communities despite ‘no-go’ areas and insecurity in northern regions. According to the article, nearly 78% of farmers in 

Mali had poor harvests in 2011. 

 

Morocco 

Foreign ministers of Maghreb countries met in Rabat on 18 February to discuss the way forward to renew the Arab Maghreb Union, 

reports Magharebia. The ministers suggested that a roadmap is needed to address free trade, legislation, investment and youth in the 

region, with an assessment study anticipated to be completed by June 2012. 

 

The European Parliament has announced that the newly approved trade deal between the European Union (EU) and Morocco’s 

agriculture and fisheries market could see a 55% reduction of tariffs on select Moroccan products and a nearly 70% reduction of tariffs 

on EU products in the next 10 years. The deal is meant to provide stability to Morocco following the Arab Spring and to mitigate 

economic, migration and security challenges. The EU has faced criticism from its farmers regarding the new trade deal, says the EU 

Observer, claiming the deal could result in the loss of thousands of jobs. 

 

Nigeria 

An attack on Baga fish market in the north-eastern city of Maiduguri is said to have killed at least 30 people, just a day after 

explosions and gunfire struck the same market, says AFP. Officials say they believe Boko Haram militants are responsible for the 

attacks committed in response to the arrests of suspected members in the market last week. According to the Daily Champion, 

Nigerian officials have gained information pertaining to the sponsors of Boko Haram in Nigeria and the group’s methods for 

smuggling weapons. This information was said to be obtained after the interrogation of Boko Haram member Kabiru Sokoto.  

 

Tunisia 

Tunisia’s third largest political party, Aridha Chaabia or Popular List, has submitted a proposal to draft the country’s constitution in 

line with Islamic sharia law, according to Reuters. The moderate Islamic political party Ennahda has nearly 40% of seats in the 

assembly and has assured the moderate secular members that it does not support the enforcement of Islamic rules; however, the party 

has not yet defined how it perceives the relationship between religion and policy-making.  

 

Tunisia will host a ‘friends of Syria’ conference in the hopes of pressuring political change in Syria, reports AFP. Tunisian Foreign 

Minister Rafik Abdesalem told reporters “we need to send a strong message to the Syrian regime that they have to stop the open 

killing of innocent and civilian people”. The conference is to be held 24 February with participants invited from the Arab League, EU, 

United States, China, and Russia. 

 

Food Crisis in the Sahel 

Inter Press Service (IPS) reports that seven of eight countries spanning the Sahel region have declared a state of emergency due to the 

looming food crisis. Analysts suggest that the Sahel is affected by recurrent drought but lacks long-term resilient tailored programmes, 

warning that emergency assistance does little to mitigate future disasters. In related news, the UN is partnering with the African Centre 

of Meteorological Applications for Development (ACMAD) in an attempt to better forecast and manage climatic disasters, reports UN 

News. The hope is to be able to mitigate future disasters such as the famine in the Horn of Africa and the emerging food crisis in the 

Sahel.   

 

  

  

Have a question on North Africa?  

Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus reports. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org  or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

http://www.unhcr.org/4f3e4e839.html
http://www.unhcr.org/4f3a5cef9.html
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94873
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/02/20/feature-01
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120216IPR38354/html/Green-light-for-EU-Morocco-trade-deal
http://europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://euobserver.com/9/115295
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ipefIK2-NUtXI_Yhu51hQI-6MsDg?docId=CNG.21c8fb0f46e288b49d8eed12b8a4ea6f.341
http://allafrica.com/stories/201202150235.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/tunisiaNews/idAFL5E8DK88Q20120220?pageNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=0
http://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2012/02/15/194907.html
http://www.ips.org/africa/2012/02/a-catastrophic-year-as-hunger-crisis-looms-over-sahel/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41230&Cr=Sahel&Cr1
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Egypt  

On 22 February former Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s lawyers will make their final statements in defence of Mubarak, reports 

Reuters. The presiding judge in the case will then set a date for a court session to announce his verdict on the charges. Mubarak is on 

trial for deaths of protestors and abusing power. Egyptian news source, Ahram reports that the Supreme Electoral Commission (SEC) 

has postponed announcing the timetable for the presidential elections, but assured citizens that it would be announced before the 

presidential registration period begins on 10 March. Challenges for the elections include the ability for those living overseas to vote 

and the shortage of SEC staff to manage the process. Egypt’s Foreign Minister held talks with the President of the UN’s General 

Assembly in Cairo over Egypt’s democratic transition, related challenges and progress, reports the UN News Centre.  

 

Three men convicted of participating in an October 2004 bombing in Sinai and a 2005 bombing in Sharm el-Sheikh will no longer be 

put to death, reports Bikyamasr. In response to pressure from the African Union’s African Commission on Human Rights and Peoples’ 

Rights (ACHPR), the Egyptian government repealed the death sentence issued by the Supreme Emergency State Security Court. 

 

The European Parliament has stated that Egypt’s prosecution of human rights and civil society organisations is “a serious violation of 

the right of forming associations” and has called on Egyptian authorities to immediately dismiss the charges, reports Bikyamasr. 

United States media source National Public Radio (NPR) reports that female Cabinet Minister Faiza Aboul Naga is the driving force 

behind the arrests of 43 foreign aid workers. Aboul Naga, a member of former president Hosni Mubarak’s regime, is viewed by many 

as a defender of Egypt’s honour and is looking to prevent the country from allowing foreigners to shape its internal politics. US 

President Barack Obama has asked Congress to keep military aid to Egypt at its current level of USD 1.3 billion, reports Reuters. 

Currently no other forms of US aid are being given to Egypt because of the travel bans against American democracy activists. Reuters 

further reports that, in response to the lack of aid, an Egyptian Islamist scholar has begun to raise money by calling on Egyptians to 

contribute 10 Egyptian pounds each. Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood has praised Egyptian officials for the crackdown of foreign aid 

workers and has stated that it “rejects all forms of pressure the US is exerting” in the matter, reports the Associated Press. Reuters 

reports that an Australian journalist and an US student have been released. The two were arrested on accusations they were 

distributing cash to people in order to encourage them to participate in a strike on 11 February. Two others arrested with them have 

not been released as their cases are still under investigation. 

 

According to the Daily News Egypt, Petroleum Minister Abdallah Ghorab said international investors have pledged USD 8 billion in 

petroleum investments for 2012. Egypt’s petroleum reserves are expected to deplete within the next 20 years and Egypt will therefore 

require newer, more advanced extraction technologies. 

 

The National reports that Egypt is following in the footsteps of Libya, Tunisia, Qatar and Saudi Arabia in recalling its ambassador to 

Syria in response to the recent Syrian violence.  

 

South Sudan 

Approximately 330,000 South Sudanese living in Sudan have returned to South Sudan since October 2010 however, the UN has 

estimated that there are still 500,000 people of South Sudanese origin still living in Sudan, reports Integrated Regional Information 

Networks (IRIN). Many moved back to South Sudan with the assistance of international agencies and on 12 February, South Sudan 

and Sudan agreed to cooperate in assisting those remaining in the north through the modes of roads, air and river barge. The article 

quotes the International Organization for Migration (IOM) as saying that the movement of 500,000 people in two months is 

“logistically impossible”, prompting IOM to call on the governments to extend the April 2012 deadline. The matter has been further 

complicated by Khartoum’s recent decision to forbid the use of barges on the White Nile on suspicion that the barges would be used to 

reinforce troops near the countries’ disputed border, reports Agence France-Presse (AFP). 

 

According to United Press International (UPI), global oil prices are likely to increase as the 3-week-old shutdown of South Sudan’s 

oil wells continues. Although South Sudan only contributes 0.3% of global production, the type of oil it provides is highly sought by 

Asian importers due to its low sulphur and high waxy content. The shutdown has caused China and Japan to look elsewhere for this 

blend of oil. Bloomberg reports that a Sudanese negotiator has indicated that Sudan expects to resume talks with South Sudan over a 

dispute on oil payments by the end of February. The most recent round of negotiations ended on 15 February in the Ethiopian capital 

of Addis Ababa. The shutdown of oil exports is forcing the government of South Sudan to cut governmental non-salary spending by 

50% and to reduce funds to states, reports Reuters. Finance Minister Kosti Manibe stated that “these are swift and deep cuts, but no 
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layoffs of civil servants, organized forces personnel and (army) SPLA”. Vice-President Riek Machar told the BBC that “for a period of 

30 months we will definitely freeze our activities on development, but we’ll provide basic services”. 

 

In security news, a Sudanese official said that both countries want the border demarcated within three months, reports Reuters. Both 

sides have agreed on 90% of the border but disputes continue on five areas. Rebel fighting along the border, disputes over oil wells, 

tribal fighting and overlapping territorial claims have delayed agreement on the final border. AFP reported on 14 February that South 

Sudanese army spokesman Philip Aguer told the news agency that in a contested area, the “Sudanese Armed Forces airplanes bombed 

the Jau area in Unity state on Sunday, wounding four of our soldiers”. 

 

The UN peacekeeping mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) will provide USD 100,000 to upgrade the Disarmament, Demobilization 

and Reintegration (DDR) facility in the Eastern Equatoria state capital of Torit. Currently, 489 ex-combatants from around the state 

are attending life skills training programmes at the facility. 

 

According to a report by IRIN, South Sudan is expected to produce only half its food needs in 2012 as a result of erratic rains and 

internal conflict that displaced people from working in fields. The mass influx of people moving from Sudan to South Sudan in the 

next two months will further stress shortages, along with the depreciation of the South Sudanese pound. South Sudan’s Minister of 

Humanitarian Affairs, Joseph Lual Achuil, believes that 1.7 million people could be “severely affected by starvation” and has urged 

communities to save what they can from the coming harvest. 

 

Sudan 

Activists report that Sudanese police conducted a pre-dawn raid on 17 February at the University of Khartoum’s dormitories and 

arrested more than 350 students, reports Al Jazeera. The youth activist group Change Now had previously staged a sit-in to protest 

against police violence and to demand the right to form a student union.  

 

The United Nations Security Council voted on 17 February to extend for one year the mandate of the Panel of Experts that monitors 

the arms embargo and sanctions that were previously imposed on Sudan. The Panel of Experts has also been tasked to “continue to 

investigate the role of armed, military and political groups in attacks against the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in 

Darfur (UNAMID)”. The BBC reports that 49 peacekeepers from UNAMID have been released in Darfur after being kidnapped by 

Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) rebels. One Yemeni policeman and two Sudanese translators suspected of being Sudanese 

security agents are still being held by the rebels. Three rebel groups are still fighting the Sudanese government in Darfur; however 

BBC reports that JEM is considered the strongest of the groups. 

 

South Sudanese who were members of Sudan’s military before South Sudan became independent have been fired from the Sudanese 

armed forces, reports AFP. Approximately 100 of these former military personnel protested in the Sudanese capital of Khartoum 

demanding financial compensation. They threw stones at passing cars and police. Sudan and South Sudan have signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding on the issue of repatriating South Sudanese living in Sudan back to South Sudan by 08 April 2012. 

 

The UN Security Council released a press statement expressing their “deep and growing alarm with the rising levels of malnutrition 

and food insecurity” in the Sudanese states of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile. Members of the council called upon the government 

of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-Northern Sector (SPLM-N) to allow UN personnel to conduct a needs 

assessment of the situation. The Security Council has also encouraged the UN to have “increased engagement with the African Union 

and the League of Arab States” on the matter of Sudan. According to the Sudan Tribune, the Arab League has put forth a proposal to 

provide aid to the Sudanese states of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile. The proposal seeks to separate the humanitarian assistance 

solution from the political one that deals with the rebels in the area. Reportedly, the Sudanese government, the African Union and the 

United Nations support the proposal. Sudan Vision reports that the Minister of Social Welfare and Security, Amira Al-Fadil, said that 

the government and civil society organisations are working to tackle the humanitarian situation in both South Korodfan and Blue Nile. 

She reiterated the government’s willingness to accept foreign aid for the region as long as it was provided through Sudanese 

mechanisms. 

 

  

Have a question on North East Africa?  

Submit an RFI or recommend a topic for future In Focus reports. 

Contact us at Mediterranean@cimicweb.org  or visit us online at www.cimicweb.org 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
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The Libyan Revolution: One Year Later (continued from page 1)  
 
Reuters reports, that the NTC is “incapable of addressing growing popular anger” over its handling of the transitional phase toward democracy. 

The article maintains that the integration of countless, lawless militias, the disregard of human rights abuses, the perceived lack of transparency 

and rampant corruption have proved overwhelming to the NTC and at the same time are of crucial importance to Libyans and the international 

community. Meanwhile, members of Gaddafi’s former government claim to be forming a political movement from outside Libya aimed at 

“radical change in the country”, according to the BBC. Last week, Saadi Gaddafi, son of the former dictator, warned of an imminent uprising 

inside Libya. Jeremy Brown, BBC’s Middle East editor says that “the old regime has supporters in Libya but it is not known how many”. 

 

NTC head Abdel Jalil counselled patience to Libyans as the NTC is working to get the country’s economy (largely oil based) fully back online 

and seeks to reshape government ministries, courts and other institutions that were non-functioning under the Gaddafi regime. According to 

Reuters, Jalil’s recent televised speech urged the country to “stay united until we reach the safe land” further stating, “We are going to build a 

state, democratic institutions and civil institutions. All the people will be the equal before the law.”  

  

Although facing daunting change and challenges, many people of Libya celebrated the anniversary of the revolution memorialising the 

important first step towards democracy. BBC reports that one Tripoli resident told AFP she was celebrating the freedom the revolution had 

brought her.  “I have no words to describe my happiness. There is joy everywhere in Tripoli.” Another Libyan said: “Despite the problems that 

remain in the country, this is an amazing day and we want to celebrate.” 

 

Linda Lavender is Team Lead for the Mediterranean Basin Team at the CFC. She holds a Masters in International Development and Peace 

building from Eastern Mennonite University. She is currently a PhD student at George Mason University studying Sociology.  
 

If you are a CFC account-holder and would like your notice to appear here, please send all relevant details to Mediterranean@cimicweb.org. The CFC is not obliged 

to print any notice that it receives, and the CFC retains the right to revise notices for clarity and appropriateness. Any notices submitted for publication in the 

“Mediterranean Review” newsletter should be relevant to North Africa and to the CFC’s mission as a knowledge management and information sharing institution. 
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