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This document provides an overview of developments in the Mediterranean Basin and other regions 

of interest from 31 January – 06 February 2012, with hyperlinks to source material highlighted and 

underlined in the text. For more information on the topics below or other issues pertaining to the region, 

please contact the members of the Med Basin Team, or visit our website at www.cimicweb.org. 

  

In Focus:  Sudan Oil Dispute 
By Angelia Sanders 

 

Sudan and South Sudan are locked in an intense dispute over how to manage the two coun-

tries’ oil wealth. At the heart of the dispute is the issue of transit fees South Sudan must pay 

Sudan in order to transport South Sudan’s oil north from the oil fields located in South Su-

dan to the sea ports in Sudan, reports Reuters. According to Africa Confidential, Sudan is 

demanding an exorbitant USD 30 per barrel in transit fees (the international rate is USD 0.40 

– 1.00). South Sudan has stated that it will only pay USD 0.63-0.69 per barrel, in addition to 

a one-time payment of USD 1.7 billion to compensate for Sudan’s major loss in oil revenue 

when South Sudan officially gained independence in July 2011. When South Sudan refused 

to pay the high transit fee, Sudan seized at least four oil-laden South Sudanese tankers bound 

for export as compensation until an agreement was reached, reports Reuters. In response to 

the “theft”, South Sudan moved to suspend its oil production, reports Al Jazeera.  

 

The Institute for Security Studies (ISS) reports that the African Union’s High Level Imple-

mentation Panel (AUHIP) proposed two options to end the deadlock. However, South Su-

dan’s President Salva Kiir rejected the African Union’s mediation proposal with Sudan be-

cause it required South Sudan to pay Sudan billions of dollars and to ship crude from certain 

oil fields through Sudan’s pipelines to the Red Sea, reports Bloomberg. Kiir felt that the deal 

would have kept South Sudan dependent on the north for exports. 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Somalia 

A good harvest, preceded by rain, and in conjunction with humanitarian assistance, prompted the United Nations (UN) to 

declare an end to the famine in Somalia on 03 February, however, it is far from over. Approximately 2.3 million people in 

Somalia are still in need of emergency humanitarian assistance, down from the previous 4 million affected at the height of the 

crisis. Some 325,000 children are reported to be acutely malnourished. According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion (FAO), the crisis continues to affect not only Somalia but also Djibouti, Ethiopia and Kenya. Approximately 9.5 million 

people in the Horn of Africa are still in need of emergency assistance; a decrease from the previous 13 million in September 

of last year. 
  

The UN initially declared famine in Bakool and Lower Shabelle last July. The regions hardest impacted are mostly controlled 

by al Shabaab, an insurgent group linked to al Qaeda. Throughout the crisis, al Shabaab has banned many humanitarian relief 

organisations from assisting local populations. Last November, the Christian Science Monitor published an article stating that 

the insurgent group banned 16 organisations from the region, asserting “illicit activities and misconduct”. The ban did not 

initially impact the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), who continued to distribute food aid to 1.1 million 

people. However, Al Jazeera reports that at the end of January, al Shabaab banned the organisation from working in the 

Islamist-control areas. Justifying its actions, al Shabaab claims that the ICRC had distributed contaminated food to communi-

ties. In an ICRC press release, the organisation acknowledged that about 1,000 tonnes were unfit for consumption and the 

food was either withdrawn by the ICRC or destroyed by al Shabaab.  
 

 American Forces Press Service released news on 25 January that two aid workers, Jessica Buchanan (US) and Poul Hagen 

(Denmark), were rescued from their kidnappers by a US joint special operations forces team. Reuters reports that the two 

were working for the Danish Refugee Council’s (DRC) demining unit (DDG) in Somalia when they were kidnapped on 25 

October 2011 in Galkayo. Somalia Report states that former DDG senior security officer, Abdi Risaak Moalim Dhere, was 

arrested for his alleged involvement in the kidnappings. On 21 January, journalist Michael Scott Moore was also kidnapped 

in the Galkayo area, according to Somalia Report. Moore has been moved by his captors several times and is allegedly being 

held in Hareeri Farah. The pirates demand a ransom of USD 8 million for his release.  

 

Despite the recent kidnappings in Somalia, an overall improved security situation resulted in the visit of the British Foreign 

Secretary William Hague to Mogadishu. This marks the first visit of a British Foreign Secretary in 20 years. Hague met with 

the Somali President, Prime Minister, Mayor of Mogadishu, Commander of the African Union Mission in Somalia 

(AMISOM) and members of Somali civil society to discuss issues such as the political transition and the upcoming London 

Conference on 23 February. During this visit, Matt Baugh was appointed British ambassador to Somalia. According to 

Reuters, this marks the first British appointment since 1991.  

  

Piracy 

NATO Shipping Centre’s (NSC) latest Weekly Piracy Update reports only a few attempts by suspected pirates during the last 

week. Allied Command Operations (ACO) recounted a recent Replenishment at Sea (RAS) exercise that took place in the 

Gulf of Aden (GoA). The NATO Task Force Commander, Rear Admiral Tosun, and his Russian counterpart, Captain 1st 

Rank Ildar Ahmerov, met to discuss issues such as refuelling ships at sea. After the meeting, RAS was conducted between 

NATO, EU, and Russian ships. 
 

According to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) Piracy Reporting Centre’s (PRC) 31 January assessment there has 

been a significant decrease in ships and hostages under pirate control compared to this time last year. Presently, Somali pi-

rates are holding 159 hostages and 10 vessels, compared to 700 hostages and 31 vessels in January 2011. One of the vessels 

currently under siege is the Italian-flagged cargo ship Enrico Ievoli and its crew of seven Indians, six Italians and five 

Ukrainians. According to Maritime Piracy- Humanitarian Response (MPHRP), the ship was hijacked on 27 December 2011. 

During a recent visit by Somali Prime Minister Abdiweli Mohamed Ali in Rome, Italian Prime Minister Mario Monti asked 

his counterpart for help to pressure the pirates to release the vessel. Prime Minister Ali said he would try to aid in negotia-

tions, reported EUbusiness. 
 

The Greek frigate HS HYDRA joined European Union Naval Force (EU NAVFOR) Somalia – Operation ATALANTA on 

04 February and will support its counter-piracy mission. EU NAVFOR released its Monthly Piracy Incident Summary Janu-

ary 2012, reporting details of nine attacks, including the date, type of vessel, approximate position, and safety status. 
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http://www.un.org/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=41133&Cr=somalia&Cr1=famine
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/122091/icode/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-14211905
http://www.cfr.org/somalia/al-shabaab/p18650
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2011/0805/Would-Al-Shabab-agree-to-humanitarian-corridors-in-Somalia
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94768
http://www.icrc.org/eng/
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2012/01/2012130175612623648.html
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/news-release/2012/somalia-news-2012-02-02.htm
http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/uploads/media/Jessica_Buchanan_07.JPG
http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/uploads/media/Poul_Hagen_Thisted_07.jpg
http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=66923
http://www.drc.dk/
http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/25/us-somalia-hostages-idUSTRE80O0I220120125
http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2647/Former_DDG_Security_Chief_Nabbed_Over_Kidnap__
http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2647/Former_DDG_Security_Chief_Nabbed_Over_Kidnap__
http://www.somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2584/Pirates_Kidnap_American_Journalist_in_Galkayo
http://somaliareport.com/index.php/post/2643/Michael_Scott_Moore_Moved_to_Hareeri_Farah
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=724740482
http://amisom-au.org/
http://hiiraan.com/news2/2012/Jan/kenya_to_host_anti_piracy_conference.aspx
http://hiiraan.com/news2/2012/Jan/kenya_to_host_anti_piracy_conference.aspx
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2012/02/02/uk-somalia-conflict-idUKTRE8110RC20120202
http://www.shipping.nato.int/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.shipping.nato.int/operations/OS/WeeklyUpdate/WeeklyAssessment_26Jan_01Feb.pdf
http://aco.nato.int/default.aspx
http://aco.nato.int/nato-and-russia-exercise-together-in-gulf-of-aden.aspx
http://www.icc-ccs.org/home/imb
http://www.icc-ccs.org/piracy-reporting-centre/piracynewsafigures
http://www.icc-ccs.org/piracy-reporting-centre/piracynewsafigures
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12214905
http://mphrp.org/news_detail.php?id=48
http://mphrp.org/news_detail.php?id=48
http://www.eubusiness.com/news-eu/italy-somalia.ex6
http://www.eunavfor.eu/2012/02/greek-frigate-hs-hydra-joins-eu-navfor/
http://www.eunavfor.eu/
http://www.eunavfor.eu/about-us/
http://www.eunavfor.eu/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Monthly-Piracy-Incident-Summary-January-2012.pdf
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Algeria 

Parliamentary elections are scheduled to take place within the first two weeks of May, according to a press statement released 

by Algerian Prime Minister Ahmed Ouyahia, reports Agence France-Presse (AFP). For the first time, the Algerian govern-

ment has invited international observers to monitor the polling stations, according to Magharebia. The European Union (EU) 

and African Union (AU) have already agreed to participate as observers while additional monitors are expected from the UN, 

Arab League, and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). A senior leader from the Front for Justice and Development 

(an opposition party) told journalists that he hoped for a fair election and warned of violence if voter fraud is suspected. In 

other news, the Algerian Interior Minister, Dahou Ould Kablia, says that the land border between Algeria and Morocco may 

reopen as early as May this year due to improved relations between the countries. According to the Magharebia article, the 

land border has been closed since 1996 due to a dispute over Western Sahara. 
 

Libya 

Prompted by reports of torture inflicted on detainees held at militia-run prisons in Libya (see CFC Mediterranean Review 31 

January 2012), Libyan justice officials held a ceremony marking the transfer of authority for Ain Zara prison from militia 

members to justice officials, the second such transfer to date, according to the Tripoli Post. National Transitional Council 

(NTC) officials say they will continue the transfer of power to justice officers to ensure all detainees receive fair trials. In 

related news, Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports a former Libyan ambassador to France under Gaddafi, Dr. Omar Brebesh, 

has allegedly died due to torture while in the custody of a Tripoli-based militia. In a press statement, the EU’s High Repre-

sentative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, called for the full respect of human rights in Libya and 

offered assistance to meet these ends. Reuters reports that the trial of 41 Libyans accused of aiding Gaddafi will be postponed 

while the military court considers arguments made for the transfer of the case to a civil court. The 15 lawyers representing the 

men argued against the ability of the military court to hold a fair trial and called for a review of evidence. Libyan Interior 

Minister Fawzy Abdilal said in an interview that the high profile trial of Moammar Gaddafi’s son, Saif al Islam Gaddafi, 

would commence once investigations are completed by the Attorney General. Rights groups raised concerns about Saif not 

having access to a lawyer.  
 

In other news, Libya’s defence ministry said the two French warships which recently arrived at Tripoli’s port will train the 

Libyan navy to protect its shores and clear mines from oil ports, reports Reuters. Meanwhile, the Tripoli Post says India’s 

Ministry of External Affairs confirmed the donation of medicine and medical equipment valued at USD 1 million. Indian 

officials indicated that they may work with the NTC to establish a prostheses centre for injured Libyan patients in the future. 

In finance news, Reuters reports that the NTC announced a USD 10 billion deficit for 2012 and predicted difficulties in pay-

ing salaries and electricity and fuel bills while they strive to recover nearly USD 100 billion in frozen assets and re-establish 

oil and gas production. Finally, the AU has named Mondher Rezgui as its Special Representative and Head of the AU Liaison 

Office in Libya; the office was authorised to be established in October 2011. 
 

Mali 

Mali’s President, Amadou Toumani Toure, advised citizens in a television broadcast that the National Movement for Libera-

tion of the Azawad (MNLA) is being led by heavily-armed Tuareg fighters returning from Libya after having fought for 

Moammar Gaddafi. According to CNN, the MNLA has recently launched military campaigns to take control of the northern 

regions of Mali from the government. The Malian President urged citizens to refrain from reprisal attacks, stating that “those 

who attacked certain military bases and towns in the north should not be confused with our Tuareg, Arab, Fulani and Songhai 

compatriots who live with us”. An estimated 1,000 Tuareg rebels who fought in Libya’s former Gaddafi army are now re-

turning to Mali with Libyan weapons including anti-tank, anti-aircraft and machine guns, reports the New York Times. The 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) told the Associated Press (AP) that nearly 15,000 people have fled to Niger 

and Mauritania as a result of recent clashes in northern Mali. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) reported that the mass influx of Malians into neighbouring Mauritania is straining the food and water resources of 

local villages suffering from a poor harvest and drought. Aid agencies are appealing for food and shelter assistance to meet 

needs of those fleeing violence and host communities.  
 

Morocco 

The AP reports that Morocco has averaged a 4.8% growth rate over the past five years but has forecasted a decline to 4.2% in 

2012. The decrease is attributed to weakening European economies. A recent report by Morocco’s Economic and Social 

Council (CES) called for the inclusion of culture in strategies for urban development, education and religious projects and 

policies, said Magharebia. According to the article, culture is said to be key for social reform and to encourage development 

by addressing the needs of young Moroccans. 
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http://www.nation.co.ke/News/africa/Algeria+to+hold+parliamentary+poll+by+mid+May+PM/-/1066/1318762/-/q5rcg3z/-/
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/01/31/feature-01
http://www.au.int/en/
http://www.un.org/en/
http://www.oic-oci.org/home.asp
http://af.reuters.com/article/moroccoNews/idAFL5E8CV3SF20120131
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/02/01/feature-01
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Documents/CFC%20Weekly%20Sector%20Review%20-%20Med%20Basin%20(31-Jan-12).pdf
https://www.cimicweb.org/cmo/medbasin/Holder/Documents/CFC%20Weekly%20Sector%20Review%20-%20Med%20Basin%20(31-Jan-12).pdf
http://www.tripolipost.com/articledetail.asp?c=1&i=7825
http://www.ntclibya.com/Default.aspx?SID=1&ParentID=0&LangID=1
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/02/02/libya-diplomat-dies-militia-custody
http://eeas.europa.eu/ashton/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/ashton/index_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/127757.pdf
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E8D50HK20120205
http://www.cnn.com/2012/02/05/world/africa/libya-gadhafi/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/01/31/us-libya-france-idUSTRE80U1PR20120131
http://tripolipost.com/articledetail.asp?c=1&i=7807
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E8D25HM20120202
http://www.au.int/en/content/chairperson-commission-african-union-appoints-special-representative-libya
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/02/06/world/africa/mali-unrest/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/06/world/africa/tuaregs-use-qaddafis-arms-for-rebellion-in-mali.html?pagewanted=1&ref=world
http://www.icrc.org/eng/where-we-work/africa/index.jsp
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/aid-workers-15000-flee-mali-to-niger-mauritania-amid-rebellion-by-ethnic-tuareg-group/2012/02/05/gIQAI9AgrQ_story.html
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94803
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/economy/moroccan-finance-minister-foresees-growth-dropping-to-42percent-in-2012/2012/02/02/gIQAYMNbkQ_story.html
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/02/02/feature-03
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Nigeria 
In security news, the militant Islamist group Boko Haram continued 

to wage attacks in northern Nigeria as part of its efforts to install an 

Islamic state. A police station was targeted in Kano on 30 January, 

according to BBC, while Vanguard reports the Air Force Barracks 

and police station in Gambouru/Ngala (close to the border with 

Chad) were attacked on 01 February. Boko Haram’s recent escalation 

and change of tactics, which includes suicide bombings, has been 

cited by the Telegraph as evidence of a growing link between the 

group and al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The ICRC es-

timates that at least 4,000 people have fled from the Nigerian states 

of Yobe, Borno, Gombe and Adamawa as a result of recent violence. 

Nigerian police officials recently claimed to have captured the Boko 

Haram spokesman known as Abdul Qaqa by tracing his mobile 

phone, however, Boko Haram said the man is not the group’s 

spokesman but a senior official in charge of “public enlightenment”, 

reports AFP.   
 

Tunisia 

On 01 February, Tunisia’s media announced a nation-wide strike, reports Tunisia Live. The country's media is advocating for 

press freedoms and aims to pressure the government to enact promised reforms for the protection of media. Reporters With-

out Borders warns that Internet censorship could return to Tunisia depending on what Tunisian courts decide this month. 
 

Meanwhile, unemployment has risen to nearly 18% and the economy is suffering from a nearly collapsed tourist industry, 

reports Reuters. In response the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director, Christine Lagarde visited Tunisia 

and called for strategic reforms and greater confidence by investors in Tunisia while acknowledging the short-term chal-

lenges facing the Tunisian economy. Further, the IMF Director pledged financial assistance as needed. 
 

Economic Development 

AU member states agreed to the formation of a continent-wide free trade zone by 2017, reports Magharebia. The African 

Development Bank (ADB) forecasts a doubling of inter-African trade in ten years (25% of market value).  
 

Food Insecurity & Migration 

The European Commission warned that a food crisis in the 

Sahel is imminent, with 6.8 million people at risk of se-

vere food insecurity and malnutrition rates of 10-20% 

across the region. The UN Special Rapporteur on the 

Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter, urged the international 

community to provide funding and aid in the Sahel before 

the situation becomes a food and nutrition crisis, reported 

AFP. Mr. De Schutter explained that millions of people 

are affected across the region by a poor harvest, drought 

and rising food prices. Donors are slowly responding to 

emergency appeals for the Sahel region, according to the 

Integrated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). OCHA 

said nearly USD 150 million has been pledged for the Sahel appeal, with many agencies hoping to avoid a crisis similar to 

that of the drought and famine in the Horn of Africa.  

 

Meanwhile in migration-related news, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said it was the deadliest year for 

irregular migrants and refugees trying to cross the Mediterranean Sea since it began recording such statistics in 2006. An es-

timated 1,500 people died in 2011, with officials indicating the figure could be even higher due to unrecorded cases. Voice of 

America (VOA) further notes that human smugglers often abandon boats of these vulnerable groups, increasing the danger for 

people left without a navigator in often unseaworthy vessels. UNHCR estimates 58,000 refugees and migrants arrived to 

Europe from Africa in 2011. 

 

 

 

North Africa News Coverage Continued 

 

  

 
Source: AFP 

Boko Haram Attack, Kano Nigeria 

 Source: Wikicommons 

The Sahel Region of Africa (approximate boundaries) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-16786025
http://allafrica.com/stories/201202010198.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/al-qaeda/9062825/Al-Qaedas-hand-in-Boko-Harams-deadly-Nigerian-attacks.html
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/residents-flee-nigerian-city-after-boko-haram-attacks-paper/
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gncMIRwlj8D42QPc-yW8HykelB-g?docId=CNG.f03258a555ad0b502ab78983c9d5df6d.4c1
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gncMIRwlj8D42QPc-yW8HykelB-g?docId=CNG.f03258a555ad0b502ab78983c9d5df6d.4c1
http://www.tunisia-live.net/2012/02/01/tunisian-media-on-strike/
http://en.rsf.org/
http://en.rsf.org/
http://en.rsf.org/tunisia-internet-filtering-danger-of-03-02-2012,41805.html
http://af.reuters.com/article/libyaNews/idAFL5E8CO1XC20120201?pageNumber=1&virtualBrandChannel=0
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2012/pr1232.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/pr/2012/pr1232.htm
http://www.magharebia.com/cocoon/awi/xhtml1/en_GB/features/awi/features/2012/02/02/feature-02
http://www.afdb.org/en/
http://reliefweb.int/node/473955
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5jrrB-JgaMw3kroSctjTgT4e5sW8Q?docId=CNG.cfa7e0c0e78c725e37edcb42b386f812.201
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=94799
http://www.irinnews.org/IRIN-Africa.aspx
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
http://www.unhcr.org/4f2803949.html
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/africa/decapua-unhcr-mediterranean-31jan12-138405404.html
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/slideshow/ALeqM5gncMIRwlj8D42QPc-yW8HykelB-g?docId=CNG.f03258a555ad0b502ab78983c9d5df6d.4c1&index=0
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sahel_Map-Africa_rough.png
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Egypt 
Fighting at a football match in Port Said, Egypt left 74 dead and more than 1,000 injured, reports the BBC. The dead included 

many supporters of the al-Ahly team, also known as the “ultras”. According to Egypt Independent, the Ultras have played a 

significant role in Egypt’s revolution. The BBC said that the clashes could have been partly attributed to the lack of normal 

security levels at the stadium resulting in fans taking knives onto the field. Voice of America (VOA) reports that residents of 

Port Said accused officials of intentionally allowing violence to escalate inside the football arena, in order to justify the con-

tinuation of military rule by the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF). Parliament, human rights groups and protes-

tors are demanding an investigation into the violence. Egypt Independent reports that clashes, which began between protes-

tors and security forces on 02 February, had stopped temporarily on 05 February. These recent protests left 12 more dead and 

at least 138 injured. The clashes outside the interior ministry erupted as a result of anger over the deaths at the football match. 

BBC reports on 03 February that Egypt’s military rulers have called this transitional period “the most dangerous and most 

important phase in Egypt’s history” and have called for the country to return to stability.  
 

Egypt Independent reports that the World Bank will hold talks with Egyptian government representatives to finalise details 

over a USD 1 billion loan. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is also in talks with Egypt on a possible USD 3.2 billion 

loan. The loans have been requested in order to assist in filling a gap in the budget created by a year of political and economic 

turmoil. In other economic news, Reuters reported that an explosion hit a gas pipeline that runs from Egypt to Israel and also 

supplies gas to Jordan. The pipeline has been attacked 12 times since Mubarak was forced from office in February 2011. All 

gas flow has been shut down. 
 

Sudan 
CNN reports that the US White House released a statement condemning the aerial bombing by the Sudanese Armed Forces of 

civilian populations in Southern Kordofan state. The White House called the attacks “unjustified and unacceptable” and a 

“violation of international law”. 
 

Foreign Affairs provided an in-depth analysis on challenges facing the government of Sudan. Currently, Sudan faces an eco-

nomic crisis as the government experiences a 30% funding gap between the country’s budget and revenues. Food prices have 

steadily increased and there is growing dissent among the population and an overextended military. Bloomberg reported that 

four members of Sudan’s main opposition Umma party were “picked” from a cafe by men who identified themselves as 

members of the state security service. This move followed an earlier arrest of an Umma party member on 27 January. Mem-

bers of other opposition parties have also been detained this year. The Christian Science Monitor reports that Sudan’s ruling 

National Congress Party has been targeting non-violent, pro-democratic student activists, journalists and other activists. They 

have been detained, intimidated and arrested by Sudan’s National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS). 
 

Sudan and Oman officials met to discuss the development of bilateral trade and investment between the two countries, re-

ports the Oman Daily Observer. Both countries hope to enhance economic relations within the private sector. 
 

South Sudan 

The United Nations (UN) has reported that they will investigate reports of a massa-

cre of nearly 80 people by unidentified, uniformed armed men. UN mission in 

South Sudan’s (UNMISS) human rights team will conduct the investigation. Val-

erie Amos, the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and the UN 

Emergency Relief Coordinator, expressed concern about the “scope and magnitude 

of the violence communities have inflicted on each other” and the impact of fight-

ing between rebel militias and the army. The UN World Food Program (WFP) an-

nounced on 31 January that it would scale up food assistance to reach 80,000 peo-

ple affected by fighting in Jonglei state. The UN has stated that the shutdown of oil 

exports (see “In Focus” page 1), which generate up to 98% of the country’s reve-

nues, will cause an increase in the humanitarian needs of the population, reported 

Reuters. WFP stated that one third of the population will require food aid in 2012 

because of an earlier and “longer season of hunger”. 
 

Israel’s Interior Ministry said that thousands of migrants from South Sudan must 

leave Israel or face deportation, reports the Associated Press (AP). Those who vol-
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untarily leave by 31 March will receive a USD 1,300 grant and a plane ticket home. Those who attempt to stay longer will be 

deported. The UN High  

 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) stated that Israel must first individually screen asylum applications otherwise it will 

be in violation of international agreements. Also in diplomacy news, the Kenyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) reports 

that their Foreign Service Institute has organised training program for newly-appointed senior South Sudanese diplomats 

from the government of South Sudan.  

 

South Sudan’s chief negotiator reports that Total SA announced their commitment to start the exploration of oil in the eastern 

state of Jonglei this year, reports Bloomberg. Total holds a 32.5% stake in Block B, which covers most of Jonglei. The Cen-

tral Bank of South Sudan stated that it will not make money transfers in USD to anyone in Uganda and Kenya for medical 

insurance, school fees or any other commitments, reported Canadian news source Oye Times. South Sudanese will now be 

required to make currency exchanges for Kenyan and Ugandan Shillings using South Sudanese Pounds. South Sudan re-

ceives most of its USD foreign exchange from oil exports. 

 

Kidnappings 
Two American women were kidnapped on the Sinai Peninsula by gunmen who stopped their bus as the Americans travelled 

to the resort town of Sharm el-Sheikh, reports Reuters. The gunmen fled to the mountains with the women; two army and 

police search parties are taking action. The 25 Chinese workers who had been kidnapped by Bedouin tribesmen in Egypt 

were freed on 01 February, a day after they were taken hostage, reports Reuters. The kidnappers demanded that fellow 

tribesmen arrested between 2004 and 2006 be released from prison in return for the hostages. Reuters further reports that Su-

danese rebels said that the 29 Chinese hostages in Sudan would be released soon. The rebels are waiting on an agreement 

with China as they attempt to arrange the handover. Rebels indicated that air strikes by the Sudanese army were delaying the 

release of the workers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Focus: (from page 1)  
In order to reduce this dependency, South Sudan and the Kenyan government signed a memorandum of understanding to 

build an oil pipeline from South Sudan to the Kenyan port of Lamu. According to the Sudan Tribune, a spokesman for 

South Sudan says that potential investors have been identified. However, South Sudanese rebels have threatened the 

proposed construction. 

 

As the oil dispute continues, both sides accuse the other of not seeking a fair deal, reports Reuters. Sudan has said that 

South Sudan is becoming “hostile” and will hold South Sudan responsible for any attempt to target or sabotage oil fields. 

Reuters further reports that Sudan President Omar Hassan al-Bashir said on 03 February that “we could go to war if we 

are forced to go to war”. The Vice President of South Sudan Riek Machar however has dismissed Bashir’s statements 

and said that “we will not go to war with the north”, reports the Sudan Tribune. The Associated Press (AP) reports that 

UN secretary general Ban Ki-moon has called the dispute between the two countries “a serious threat to peace and secu-

rity in the region”. 
 

Angelia Sanders is a Knowledge Manager at the CFC. She holds a Masters in Public Health and a MA in International Affairs. Her work experiences 

include the Peace Corps in Kenya and three years in South Sudan working for the Carter Center. 
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