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Nepal: Updates on the Flooding in Seti River 
Situation Report-01 

06 May 2012 

This report has been prepared by OCHA Humanitarian Support Unit with direct field observation of UN Field 
Coordination Office based in Bhatarpur, information from District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC), Security Forces, 
Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS) and other humanitarian agencies involved in response activities. 

I. Background: 
A landslide near Machhapuchhre Mountain in Kaski district triggered a catastrophic flash flood in Seti 
River, sweeping settlements and breaching the river banks downstream on 05 May 2012 at around 0930 
hrs. Kharapani village in Sardikhola Village Development Committee (VDC) and Sadal village in 
Machhapuchhre VDC are worst hit by the powerful outburst. Total of 17 people have confirmed dead and 
47 gone missing as of 1800 hrs, 06 May 2012. Most of the deceased are pilgrims, people picnicking, locals, 
tourists and laborers working on sand/stone quarry in the river bank. The level of Seti River was as high as 
30 ft at some locations during the time of flooding. The bad hit area is 40 km north from Pokhara valley. 
 
II. Situation Overview: 

• Total Human Casualty: 17 persons confirmed dead and 47 persons missing including 4 children 
and 3 foreigners, the number of missing is expected to rise up to 100 persons as people from 
neighboring districts are coming to search for their relatives; 

• Five persons including 3 children sustained injured and are under treatment in Manipal Hospital 
and Gandaki Hospital in Pokhara; most of the injured were rescued from the buried state in the 
river; 

• Total of 14 families (nine in Kharapani village of Sardikhola VDC, also called as Tatopani and five in 
Machhapuchhre VDC-09) have been displaced; two children of age 8 and 11 respectively lost their 
both of the parents during the incident and they are taken care by their relatives for the time being; 

• Total of 52 goats, 17 water buffalo and cows have been lost; total of 7 tractors, 3 mini trucks and 1 
van have been swept away by the flooding; 

• Total of 20 houses (4 permanent and 16 temporary), two temples, one community building have 
been completely swept away; 

• Total of half of a kilometer of the road section, two suspension bridges, water supply system to the 
Pokhara valley and electric poles have been damaged; almost 25 meter of water pipe has been 
washed away across Seti River which supplies drinking water to Pokhara valley from Mardi Khola; 

• Access to Annapurna Lower Secondary School, which is in the safe location has been interrupted 
due to collapse of the suspension bridge over the Seti River, school is closed now and around 50-60 
children from other side of the river have no access to school now;  

• Exact number of displaced families is yet to be ascertained as there may be more people displaced 
towards downstream of the river. 

• Since, the affected families in the major two sites in Kaski are comparatively less than non local 
residents especially visitors, pilgrims, students having picnic, labors etc; and Red-cross has already 
provided the immediate relief items to the victims family; DDRC has not yet appealed for the 
external support for this incident.  

III. The Response Activities: 

• District Disaster Rescue Committee (DDRC) members of Kaski district, Nepal Army, Nepal police, 
Armed Police Force, Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS), District Lead Support Agency (DLSA), UN 
Agencies other partners have been heavily involved in rescuing affected population in the Tatopani 
area of Sardi VDC, Kaski district; 

• Ministry of Home Affairs, in coordination with Nepal Army sent a helicopter to rescue the affected 
population right after the incident on 05 May; 

• The Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, Secretary of Ministry of Home Affairs and other 
leaders visited the affected sited in Sardi Khola; 

• NRCS Kaski district chapter, in coordination with DDRC provided non-food items (NFI) and food 
items to the affected people; NRCS distributed NFI to 6 families, cash support of NRs 2000.00 per 
families of those five deceased in Sardi Khola. Also, 20 set of Tarpaulin was distributed to the 67 
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landless families in Yamdi of Hemja village and were relocated to safe place, who were residing 
along the river bank; 

• These people are living in a group and relocated to minimize the risk from possible future flooding; 
NRCS distributed 5 set of NFI to the affected population of Sadal village of Machhapuchhre VDC on 
06 May 2012; 

• Pokhara based Annapura FM Radio station collected NRs 3,50,000.00 for response to the victims 
and handed over to the DDRC; 

• NRCS Kaski is also in the process to collect resource from residents of Pokhara city to support flood 
affected population. 

IV. Major Gaps and Challenges: 

• There is difficulty identifying the dead body as majority of them are not from the local community; 
it is also very difficult to estimate the number of missing as many people were there for recreation 
and pilgrimage from adjoining districts;    

• There is difficulty managing the dead bodies due to lack of proper identification;  

• More excavators are needed to excavate the mud and sand in the affected area to trace the missing 
people.  

• Some sort of support for joint assessment which the government is currently doing.  

• There may be scarcity of drinking water in the Pokhara valley which needs to be addressed as soon 
as possible; 

• Longer term food and shelter support for those who completely lost their houses.  
 

 
V. Other development:  
DDRC held its first meeting after the incident on 06 May 2012 and decided the following points: 

• DDRC shall provide NRs 5,000 to each injured person for their immediate treatment for which 
District Development Committee (DDC) will provide cash support; 

• DDRC will take the lead of all the relief activities adopting one-door system and preparing for 
appeal for support; 

• Searching of the missing people will be continued; 

• Five-member task force has been formed for damage assessment which comprises the 
representative from District Administrative Office (DAO), DDC, NRCS, Nepal Police, and District 
Technical Office (DTO); 

• Families of each identified diseased shall receive NRs 100,000 as compensation which is received 
from the Central Disaster Relief Committee (CDRC) and NRs 25,000 from the local DDRC; 

• Water Supply Sanitation Division Office shall take lead in reconstruction of water supply system 
damaged by the flood; 

The Prime Minister visited the incident site on 6 May 2012 and instructed the authorities to respond 
effectively and provide other humanitarian assistance to the affected population. He also urged to: 

• Conduct proactive search of the missing people and rescue activities; 

• Mobilize resources from local and central level; 

• Provide relief and rehabilitation for displaced families; 

• Survey for actual Damage (DAMAGE Assessment); and 
• Start maintenance and development of urgent infrastructure. 

In the mean time, Ministry of Home Affairs (MoHA) has formed a committee headed by Home Secretary to 
coordinate the response actions being taken on behalf of the government in the aftermath of the flood 
incident in Kaski district. According to a statement issued by the ministry, the panel includes experts from 
International Center for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Department of Hydrology and 
Meteorology, and representatives from the security forces. 
 


