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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA 
Afghanistan. It covers the period from 21/01/2012 to 21/01/2012.  

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
1. The provincial governor has reiterated that the situation is improving and the local population having 

coping mechanisms for avalanches which are a regular feature in Badakhshan during the winter. 

2. Local authorities and the humanitarian community are exploring strategies to facilitate assessments 

in the affected areas  

3. The MoD is planning to send two helicopters to Arghanj-Khaw to recover 15 persons affected by 

extreme cold temperatures and in need of medical treatment.  

4. ANDMA has stated that it lacks helicopter fuel to effect more assessments using MoD helicopters. 

5. Given the very heavy snowfalls, preparations must commence in earnest for landslides and flooding 

which is likely to take place between February and May. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
According to the governor of Badakhshan, the 
situation is improving in some areas as villagers may 
now access markets. Communities have commenced 
clearing the snow in their own village areas to facilitate 
access to other community members, social service 
centres, mosques and markets. 
 
Heavy snowfall was cited as the major cause for the 
avalanches and sloppy areas where the snow cannot hold 
for long. The January avalanches occurred earlier than 
expected based on the historical trend for such hazards in 
the province. There is serious concern for the secondary 
effects of the snow fall in the form of landslides and 
flooding especially during the period February to May 2012, hence the need for continued situation 
monitoring and preparedness. 
 
Before the winter season, communities normally take the following preparedness and response strategies as 
part of coping mechanisms: 

 Prepositioning of food stocks 

 Stockpiling animal fodder 

 Stockpiling fire wood and animal dung for heating and cooking 

 Make use of eco-stoves and heaters 

 Schools close during winter and reopen around March 

 Use of animals (donkeys and horses) as means of transport to different parts of the district to access 

markets or health services 

 Shovels, picks and other such manual tools and equipment are the principal means to clear roads 

blocked by snow. 

The affected districts are: 
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 
Humanitarian partners on the ground in Badakhshan continue to reiterate their readiness to provide 
assistance following assessments, once access permits. 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
OCHA continues to conduct daily coordination meetings with humanitarian partners and the local 
government authorities.  
 
The provincial governor suggested that the next PDMC will be conducted on Thursday 26 January 2012 at 
10:00 hours. On Sunday 22 January, OCHA will conduct a coordination meeting with humanitarian partners 
to map strategies for humanitarian assessments. 
 
Local authorities suggested the following access routes to the affected areas: 

 Shahri-Buzurg – can be accessed through Tajikistan by boat or road 

 Yawan – access by air – helicopter, difficult to access by boat or road 

 Khwahan – no bridge on the Tajikistan/Afghanistan border - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Raghistan - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Kohistan - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Yaftal Sufla - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Kuf Ab - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Arghanj Khaw - access by air (helicopter) only 

 Shahada – access by road from Fayzabad if not blocked and 

 Ishkashiem - access by road from Fayzabad if not blocked. 

ANDMA reported that two Ministry of Defence helicopters would land in Fayzabad today for a mission 
tomorrow to the Shavi community in Arghanj-Khaw district where 15 villagers have been affected by extreme 
cold temperatures and require urgent medical treatment (two high school graduates reported on 20 January 
are amongst the fifteen to be recovered).  ANDMA faces challenges to fuel the military helicopter due to lack 
of resources and has been unable to conduct the necessary assessments to determine the impact of the 
disaster.  NGO partners remain reluctant to use Ministry of Defence air assets. 
 
A map of the humanitarian organizations currently present in the region is available on 
http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/Disasters/Badakhshan-Avalanche 
 
 

V. Funding 

 
At this point in time, no additional funding is required. If required, OCHA ERF funds are available for 
emergency life saving interventions. 
 

http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/Disasters/Badakhshan-Avalanche
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All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
OCHA 
Christophe Verhellen 
e-mail: verhellen@un.org 
Tel:             +93793001132       
 
ANDMA 
Mr. Mohammad Aslam 
Deputy Director, ANDMA 
             
Tel:             +93700285257       
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/Disasters/Badakhshan-Avalanche 
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