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 This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Côte d’Ivoire. 

It covers the period from 27 to 29 April 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 3 May 2011. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
The global security situation in Cote d'Ivoire is gradually improving despite persistent pockets of instability due to the 
presence of militia in the regions of Montagnes and Moyen Cavally as well as in Abidjan. Following the call of the 
President for the laying down weapons by militia, fighting occurred on 27 April between the army and militia in the 
Abidjan neighbourhood of Abobo. A leading militia commander, Ibrahima Coulibaly, died during the combat.  
 
On 28 April, the payment of the salaries of civil servants resumed in Abidjan, following the reopening of banks on 26 
April 2011. Payments will be made gradually in other parts of the country in the next few days according to the 
authorities. This will strengthen workers’ purchasing power and facilitate access to essential commodities. 
 
Sporadic movement of Ivorian refugees back from Liberia is ongoing. The perception of improved conditions in the 
west is resulting in the gradual return of Ivorian refugees. This will  increase, to some extent, the current IDP caseload 
estimated at 150,000 persons since refugees may not immediately return to their place of origin. 
 
In the light of the overcrowding at the Catholic Mission in Duékoué, presently home to around 25,000 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), on a  four-hectare piece of land, which is just over 1,5 square meters per person, work on 
improving living conditions will commence within 2-3 days. The mission’s pastor has offered a plot of land nearby to 
temporarily reduce the human concentration at the site. Other land may soon be available enabling the relocation of 
IDPs to a site that complies more fully with agreed standards  
 
A recent report issued by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) decries the alarming increase in the number of 
women and girls being sexually assaulted, beaten and harassed by armed men either in their homes or as they flee to 
safety. This situation in the west, which IRC states is under reported, emphasises oncemore the need to enhance the 
protection of the civilian population. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 HEALTH 
WHO assessment indicates that in the health districts of Toulepleu, Blolequin, Zouan Hounien, Guiglo, Duekoue and 
Bangolo 52 % of health centres and 62% of hospitals are not operational due to absence of personnel, lack of medicines, 
looting of facilities and lack of means for referrals to functioning hospitals. 
 
In the Montagnes and Moyen Cavally region, the World Health Organization (WHO) has recently identified the need to 
put in place an epidemiological surveillance system with an emphasis on the area of Duekoue. A team of WHO experts 
recently arrived in Cote d’Ivoire from Geneva to support the vaccination campaign against Polio. 
 
Following the recent appearance of measles in the Western part of the country, a vaccination campaign is now being 
implemented by UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and will last through 2 May in the health districts 
of Guiglo, Danane, Duékoué and Bouafle in the western part of the country. During this vaccination campaign, around 
200,000 children aged between six and 59 months will receive vitamin A. The International Federation of the Red Cross 
and the Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) supplied medical kits to clinics and hospitals in Abidjan. In addition, 17 other 
clinics and hospitals in Korhogo (North), Bouaké (Centre), Man (West), San Pedro and Aboisso (South) also benefitted 
from distribution to replenish stocks which were either destroyed or looted during the crisis. 
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I. Highlights/key priorities 

 

• The UNDAC team identifies urgent humanitarian needs in the western part of the Ivory Coast 

• Preparatory work underway for decongestioning IDP site at Duekoué Catholic Mission 

• Reopening of banks to pay civil servants in Abidjan enables better access to basic necessities 

• 20% funding of Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan for Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Guinea, Ghana and Togo  
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 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
The WASH Cluster’s response to IDPs is focused on the West, however many partners have carried out evaluations in 
Abidjan and the Bouaké carried out an evaluation in the city of Bouna in the East this week. 
 
Chlorination campaigns financed by UNICEF started last Thursday in Khorogo and Saturday in Bouake, targeting 2,500 
wells reaching up 450,000 people. The campaign in Bouake was stopped this Wednesday as the State water service 
SODECI resumed full service. 
 
At the Catholic Mission in Duékoué, 9,000 IDPs continued to have access to 15 litres per person per day of safe water 
through water trucking of 20,000 litres by ACF and 10,000 litres by ICRC and through 95,000 litres produced by the 
mission hand-pump. ICRC1 emptied and disinfected 32 latrines. ACF started to recruit volunteers for waste collection 
and management in the camp, ICRC provided water trucking of 5,000 litres of water for 333 IDPs at UESSO mission in 
Duékoué. To further mitigate the impact of overcrowding and the low ratio of latrines to people at the Catholic Mission 
in Duékoué, the WASH Cluster decided to introduce hygiene and isolation measures in the camp, similar to the ones 
taken in cholera treatment centers, such as foot bath and hand disinfection points close to latrines. 
 
For the city of Duékoué., UNICEF purchased and delivered a new cable for the water treatment plant. Visible progress 
was made on urban waste management: UNICEF, through its partner CARE disposed of 64 m3 of garbage in Duékoué 
and 264 m3 in Man, benefiting 330,000 inhabitants 
 
UNICEF and ACF continued the distribution of basic hygiene kits in villages surrounding Zouhan Hounien.  
 
In Abidjan, the International Federation of Red Cross (IFRC), in collaboration with the Ivorian Red Cross and the 
International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) organised a sanitation awareness campaign in IDP sites in Abidjan and 
other areas where diarrhea cases were reported.  A total of 19,096 households were assisted as well as 85 schools, 34 
houses of worship and 25 health centers. Additionally, 75 wells have been disinfected to enable more than 15,000 
persons to access safe drinking water in Jacquesville.  
 
To facilitate the return of displaced people, OXFAM started household and well disinfection activities in the 
neighbourhood of Carrefour in Duékou. 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 
With the advent of the rainy season, most families are in dire need of seeds to enable them cultivate their lands and look 
forward to an eventual harvest. Even when there is food on the market, people may not have money to purchase them 
and will therefore need emergency agricultural assistance. FAO/ ACF, UNDP  and other humanitarian actors are now 
implementing the distribution of seed kits to around 20,000 households (potentially impacting around 120,000 people).  
 
The United Nations food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) readapted and increased their initial list of beneficiaries 
to assist recent returnees in the area of Duekoue (including some returnees from Mission Catholique); 3,600 people, 
mainly returnees, will be assisted in and around Duekoue.Moreover, 4,800 IDPs recently returned from Duekoue to 
Southern Bangolo (Region des Montagnes) will also be assisted by FAO programs.. 
 
WFP has recently reviewed its planning and will increase the number of beneficiaries of WFP food distributions. 
WFP’s partner, Caritas has just distributed 147 MT of food to 8,830 IDPs on 12 sites in the municipalities of Bouaké 
and other villages.  

 

The Agency for Technical Cooperation & Development (ACTED), Solidarity and Action Contre la Faim (ACF) have 
commenced a cash for work programme in Abidjan. The programme covers the cleaning of streets and drainages in the 
neighbourhood of Abobo and Yopougon. About 6,100 participants in the programme will work on clearing coffee and 
cocoa plantations in the western part of the country as from 27 April. The World Food Programme and other ONGs are 
considering a similar programme, and a Cash-Voucher for work task force has been organized by the food security 
cluster. 

 NUTRITION 
 
UNICEF has distributed three-day rations of protein fortified biscuits (BP5) to 9,600 children aged between six and 59 
months, pregnant and breastfeeding women. 

                                                           

1
 While operating independently of the UN-led humanitarian effort, ICRC and MSF work in a collaborative manner, regularly exchanging information 

with the other humanitarian actors.   
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UNICEF and partners ACF, CARITAS, and ASAPSU screened 3,638 children for malnutrition between 20-27 April 
and 218 cases of acute malnutrition were treated. 10 of these cases had medical complications.  
Within the framework of support to children suffering from acute and severe malnutrition, the NGO Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF) is now operational in the Moyen Cavally region while the NGO Action Against Hunger (ACF) started 
activities in the Montagnes region. The NGO  Helen Keller International (HKI) and the NGO Save the Children Fund 
(SCF) are about to start operations in Moyen Cavally (West) and Zanzan (East) to strengthen the health districts in the 
area of acute malnutrition. 
 
Awareness raising campaigns and nutrition education on infant feeding were carried out by the NGOs Association de 
Soutien à l’Auto-Promotion de la Sanitation Urbaine (ASAPSU) and CARITAS Man on IDP sites. Around 2,356 
women have benefitted from the sensitization campaigns on the importance of maternal milk in children’s feeding. No 
distribution of maternal milk substitute was recorded. 

 PROTECTION  

 
Though open hostilities are over in Cote d’Ivoire, women and girls remain at grave risk in most communities where the 
embers of political and ethnic sentiments remain rife. Caught in the middle of revenge attacks, safe havens may need to 
be created where the restoration of law and order can reassure the frightened and the defenceless.  
 
Children have been particularly affected by hostilities. 340 children have been identified with post conflict trauma signs 
in Abobo South in Abidjan. The identification of such cases is done by the local NGO ‘Fondation Djigui’ and trauma 
and counseling unit services, as well as socio-recreational activities in Abidjan and other areas affected by hostilities, 
will be set up. 2.336 children (displaced and living in affected communities) received psychosocial assistance through 
group therapy, recreational activities, and individual consultations in the towns of Tiebissou, Katiola, Korhogo, 
Beoumi. 
 
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has identified 14,000 IDPs in Abidjan. The 
organization plans to carry out a two-day rapid assessment of 30 different sites already identified in 12 localities in the 
city (Dabou Songon, Cocody, Abobo, Anyama, Adjame, Plateau, Bingerville and Bassam among others). The goal of 
this exercise, scheduled for 29 and 30 April is to fine-tune a response strategy for the benefit of IDPs. 
 
ONUCI works with the French military presence ‘Licorne’ on the neutralization of landmines and UXOs. This includes 
the communication of care measures and a telephone hot line. UNICEF is engaged in supporting risk education 
campaigns, along with ONUCI and other partners, in areas subject to UXO. The presence of UXOs is still preventing 
many schools from reopening in Abidjan.  

 EDUCATION. 

Informal monitoring of the reopening of schools since 26 April in the South shows that while schools are slowly 
reopening their doors, children and teachers attendance is still low. Teacher absence is explained by the fact that many 
live in Abobo and Yopougon and are still affected by violence, while teachers wait to collect their salaries before they 
resume their duties. The resumption of school feeding by WFP is seen as a priority by the Education Cluster to 
accelerate the return to classes.  
 
Schools are reopened since 28 March in the Center, North and West areas of the Ivory Coast. 800.000 pupils lost 4 – 6 
months of school activities in 2,800 schools, of which around 50% are estimated back to school .   
 
In the West, UNICEF distributed education supplies to 627 IDP children aged 3 to 5 years old, 2522 IDP students, and 
1295 out-of-school children in 5 sites in Guiglo, Duékoué et Zouan Hounien. Save the Children and UNICEF have set 
up 5 protected places to facilitate education activities for around 800 displaced children in Lougouale, Mahapleu and 
Danane. In the East, UNICEF also distributed individual school kits to 500 IDP school-aged children integrated into 
formal schools Boundoukou and Bounia. In the South, a group of ten primary schools has been identified in Abobo 
North where 3000 children and 60 teachers will be provided with educational supplies next week. Save the Children is 
currently leading education assessments in Abidjan to get an accurate picture of school damage and destruction 
following the violent fighting in some neighborhoods.  
 
In Abidjan, an evaluation report on attacks on educational institutions during the post-electoral crisis, including looting 
of materials, occupation of school grounds, and infrastructure damages due to the crisis is being compiled by the cluster. 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
 
A team of two technicians arrived in Bouaké and Man to carry out pre-deployment activities related to the common 
security telecommunications over the HF and VHF. Anticipating an impending and growing road travel for staff 
members of United Nations agencies, this security related arrangement will facilitate delivery of humanitarian aid in the 
field.  
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The cluster is also working to reinforce data communications in Man and is currently awaiting the delivery of allied 
telecommunication equipment from Dubai. At the request of OCHA, the emergency telecommunication cluster is 
carrying out evaluation of the newly rented OCHA office in Man to provide data connectivity. 
 

Neighbouring countries 

LIBERIA 

More than 140,000 people have crossed the border from Ivory Coast to eastern Liberia fleeing the post electoral crisis.  
 
In Maryland, Oxfam is trucking 65,000 litres of water daily as well as installing tanks and drilling boreholes, currently 
benefitting 4,500 people at the Bishop Ferguson Transit site. At the Little Wlebo transit site two hand pumps have been 
installed and sanitation activities are well underway. Over 130 latrines have been installed, 14 bathing areas and 10 
washing areas have also been completed in both the Bishop Ferguson site and the new Little Wlebo permanent camp. 
Construction is underway for a further 25 latrine blocks and 24 bathing places in this camp. 
  
In Grand Gedeh in the Solo Town transit site, the water focus has been on chlorination and testing to ensure water 
sources and supply are safe. Construction has been completed on 7 pit latrine blocks and 5 shower blocks. In Dodji, 
well cleaning and disinfection has been completed for two wells, a submersible pump and piping have been installed to 
increase water supply, and 9 pit latrines with hand washing facilities have been finished. These two sites are currently 
servicing 566 refugees. Seeds and tools are being procured to support refugees and host communities in increasing their 
limited food supply. Food distributions will also be undertaken in coming weeks. Oxfam will target a total of 10,200 
people for food and livelihood activities. 

   TOGO 

The number of Ivorian refugees in Togo due to post electoral crisis is now estimated at 3,150 persons including 517 
people settled in the Tropicana site in Lomé. From 11 April to 25 April, 294 new refugees have been registered.  
 
In total, 101 primary and secondary school students have been identified at the Tropicana site. They are enrolled in 
neighbouring schools for the expected resumption of classes by 2 May after the Easter holidays. 
 

V. Funding of the EHAP 2011 

 
The Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP) for Côte d’Ivoire and 
neighbouring countries affected by the crisis–Liberia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Togo- is funded at 20% as of 27 April 2011. About $32 million out of a 
total requirement of $160 million is secured. 
 
 
 

 
 

160 millions 
requested (US$) 

20% 
secured 
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Tous les partenaires humanitaires y compris les donateurs et les agences récipiendaires sont encouragés à notifier au 

service de suivi financier (FTS) toute contribution en envoyant un message à: fts@reliefweb.int. 

 
 
 

 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org  
Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 

    Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org 
     

  
 

VI. Contacts 


