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The climate of political insecurity and change in Sudan has affected the 
resource mobilisation efforts for the North Mine Action Office. So far, UNMAO 
has been unable to secure any funds to continue its operations in North 
Sudan post 30 June 2011. Given the continued need for technical support to 
national authorities, the number of communities still living with the threat of 
mines and other explosive remnants of war (ERW), and the fact that there has 
been an increase in the number of mine related accidents in North Sudan in 
2010 (a trend that is continuing into 2011) the situation is becoming critical. 
If further funding is not forthcoming, UN mine action will no longer be 
represented in North Sudan and un-acceptable levels of risk will be imposed 
on the local population of North Sudan as well as on the humanitarian 
community working in the area.  

 

UNMAO’s response 
 

Survey and clearance of landmines and ERWs 
Survey, clearance and land release operations enable freedom of movement and facilitate socio-economic development. 
Land released to the local population, allows community members to begin rural reconstruction and to engage in various 
development projects. Major accomplishments in North Sudan include:  

• Over 32 million m2 of land released back to the communities 
• 1,722 hazardous areas were identified out of which 1,459 areas are now 

deemed safe for use by the local communities 
• 10,757 mines and over 47,000 UXOs and were found and destroyed by 

implementing partners since 2005. 
 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
In addition to raising awareness of landmine/UXO contamination, MRE teams 
support the specific activities of demining agencies by liaising between community 
members and demining agencies. A total of 1,853,326 people have received MRE 
throughout North Sudan since the inception of the programme. 
 
Victim Assistance (VA) 
 
Victim Assistance projects help landmine/ERW 
survivors rebuild their lives and reintegrate into 
their respective communities. Over 941 landmine 
survivors have benefitted from victim assistance 
projects including gaining skills in trades such as 
electronic appliance repair, pottery making, 
welding and small electronics repair.  
 
Capacity Building 
 
Since early 2008, an additional strategic goal of the NRMAO has been to work with 
national authorities to develop the National Mine Action Centre (NMAC), which will 
eventually take over the coordination responsibilities of all mine action activities in 
North Sudan. A provisional deadline of July 2011 was set for the formal handover of 
coordination responsibilities to the NMAC. The deadline was chosen in conjunction 
with the end of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). As of today, over 50% 
per cent of the targets set for achieving full transition have been met.  
 
The NMAC has worked with the Humanitarian Affairs Ministry to create a 
sustainable humanitarian demining capacity in North Sudan. The units were initially 
part of the Joint Integrated Units and will split up after the separation of 9 July to 
become National Demining Units (NDUs).  The NDUs have been successfully 
implementing operational tasks in co-ordination with other implementing partners in 
the Eastern states and in the South Kordofan state. An NDU integrated demining 
team is currently operating independently in the Eastern States. 
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