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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was prepared by 
OCHA Libya. It covers the period from 5 to 15 December 2011.  This is the final Libya Situation 
Report. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
� Limited liquidity and high food prices prevent vulnerable families from accessing food in 

markets. 
� Return to Sirte slow: less than 50 per cent, due to security concerns and widespread damage.  
� Phase-out of major humanitarian programming, as transition to recovery and reconstruction 

programmes accelerates.  Remaining humanitarian needs will be covered, as needed. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Life is returning to normal in many 
parts of Libya.  Services have 
resumed, shops have reopened and 
displaced people are returning to their 
homes.  However, towns that were 
heavily damaged, such as Sirte and 
Bani Walid, still require assistance, as 
do people remaining in displacement 
and their host communities. 
 
While food is mostly available in 
markets throughout the country, full 
recovery of the commercial and 
banking sectors is still underway, and 
some families remain affected by 
limited liquidity and high food prices.  
Vulnerable groups, such as displaced 
people and third country nationals, are 
most likely to have their food security 
impacted, due to an inability to access 
food in the markets. 
 
Return to Bani Walid and Sirte has 
continued early December.  As of 18 
December, over 75 per cent of the 
population of Bani Walid has returned.  
However, the level of return to Sirte is 

far lower: less than 50 per cent.  The slow return to Sirte is due to security concerns, as well as widespread 
damage to housing, infrastructure and high presence of explosive remnants of war.  Both IDPs from and 
returnees to Bani Walid and Sirte are receiving humanitarian assistance, including food, drinking water, 
hygiene kits and NFIs (blankets and mattresses). 
 
The entire population of Tewergha (around 35,000 people) remains in displacement, as of 18 December 
2011.  Early in December, Tewergha IDP leaders in Tripoli announced their intention to return to Tewergha 
town on 20 December.  A meeting was held on 14 December in one of the IDP camps in Tripoli, with the 
participation of government representatives, UN agencies, INGOs and local human rights organisations.  
Tewergha leaders called for UN, INGO and government support for the planned ‘day of return’.  UNHCR 
expressed concern about this day of return, as the safety of the Tewerghans remains uncertain in Tewergha 
town.  As yet, it is unclear whether the Tewerghans still plan to follow through with the 'day of return'. 
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

PROTECTION 
 
A group of inhabitants from Tarhuna (called the "Sons of the City of Tarhuna") sent a letter to the NTC 
asking for the eviction of Tewerghans from the city.  The Local Council stated that no Tewerghans will be 
evicted from the city, but a solution has to be found for the Tewergha by the end of December. 
 
Around 1,500 Tewerghan IDPs have been identified and registered in Wadi Ash-Shati and Sabha (Southern 
Libya). Although some IDPs in Wadi Ash-Shati have reported facing threats in their place of displacement 
(threats and detentions by groups of armed men), the majority of Tewerghan IDPs in Southern Libya report 
that they are not facing protection threats since arriving in the south.  Some IDPs in Southern Libya are 
staying in public buildings, such as schools and clinics.  A major concern for these people is that the local 
councils want to start using these buildings to resume services. 
 
On 11 and 12 December, fighting reportedly took place in and around the town of Shegiga (south of the 
Nafusa Mountains, near Mizdah, southeast of Zintan), due to a flare-up of an old rivalry between Zintan and 
the Mushashya tribe.  Shegiga is hosting around 2,000 displaced people, in addition to the civilian 
population.  Protection monitors are following up on the issue. 
 
Repatriation of Migrants 
IOM continues to repatriate migrants from Libya to their home counties.  From November to mid-December, 
1,400 third-country nationals (TCNs) have been convoyed from Sabha to Chad.  In total, it is estimated that 
around 82,000 TCNs are staying in Southern Libya. 
 
In Tripoli, the exact number of TCNs in need of assistance and/or repatriation is unknown.  The TCNs move 
between various locations in and around Tripoli and Zawiyah, for security reasons and to try to find daily paid 
work.  Many are reluctant to register formally due to threats of eviction, lack of formal documentation and 
protection concerns.  During November almost 400 migrants were repatriated from Tripoli.  IOM still holds 
documents for around 200 TCNs wishing to be repatriated from Tripoli, and around 100 additional TCNs in 
the area have confirmed that they would prefer to stay in Libya. 
 
Explosive Remnants of War 
Libya continues to face serious threats from explosive remnants of war (ERW), and there are currently 
insufficient funds for long-term planning to respond to the threat.  There is an urgent need for survey teams 
to assess the situation throughout the country, for clearance teams to respond to the assessed needs, and 
for emergency risk education.  Ammunition management and control is also needed, to manage the easily 
accessible ammunition that could threaten international security. 
 
UNMAS, on behalf of the Joint Mine Action Coordination Team (JMACT) launched a Mine Action Appeal on 
15 December, calling for US$18.6 million, to ensure clearance and ammunition management activities can 
continue at current capacity, and can expand to meet the increasing demands.  Without further funds, the 
investment in equipment and training made to date could be lost.  The funding requested in the appeal would 
keep UNMAS and JMACT partners on the ground through to December 2012, and would enable expansion 
of coordination and operational capacities to address the emerging threat through to June 2012.  Further 
details are available at: http://www.mineaction.org/downloads/1/Mine%20Action%20Appeal.pdf 
 
On 6 and 7 December, JMACT organised a Mine Risk Education Coordination Workshop.  Participants 
included the Libyan Ministries of Education and Defence, and international and national NGOs.  The 
workshop aimed to examine the constraints, collective capacities and channels for coordination to meet the 
risk education needs in Libya.  The outcome of the workshop will be a series of recommendations to the 
Libyan government on coordinating a national risk education strategy. 
 
Protection Coordination in 2012 
The Protection Cluster will phase out by the end of December 2011, although protection activities will 
continue throughout the country.  A new forum will take over from the cluster in January 2012, to ensure a 
coordinated protection response among all protection actors in the country.  The cluster is in the process of 
evaluating its performance in 2011. 
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FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOODS 
 
In early December, WFP conducted a food assessment mission to the Nafusa Mountains.  Shops and 
businesses have largely reopened, and life is returning to normal.  However, some pockets of need remain, 
particularly in smaller towns that lack external support, towns that most recently saw an end to clashes, and 
towns that are assisting displaced and conflict-affected families.   
 
Throughout December, WFP will continue to provide food to cover pockets of residual need, particularly for 
displaced people, returnees and other conflict-affected groups, aiming to reach between 350,000 and 
400,000 beneficiaries by the end of the month.  This assistance will ensure that affected people remain food 
secure while social support systems, the economy and banking systems recover, or until they reach full self-
sufficiency.  WFP plans to continue activities in January and February, but at a reduced volume.  Institutions 
supporting vulnerable populations, including the food insecure, require continued support as the country 
recovers from this year’s crisis. 
 
Food assistance provided by the cluster includes 10,000 loaves of bread daily for the two main IDP camps in 
Benghazi (almost 11,500 IDPs from Terwergha and Sirte are registered in host communities and camps in 
Benghazi), the cluster plans to increase this to 16,000 loaves per day in the coming days by the end of 
December.  In addition, WFP plans to dispatch enough food for 47,000 people in Southern Libya (in Awbari, 
Murzuk and Gatroun) in the coming week. 
 
Since the start of conflict in February, WFP has provided over 1.2 million people in Libya with nearly 21,000 
metric tons of food.  WFP has sufficient food in stock to respond swiftly, should additional needs arise, as 
well as to continue supporting displaced people and host communities until their return to areas of origin. 
 
In January, the cluster plans to start a pilot voucher project in Benghazi to replace food distributions.  This 
project will be expanded as conditions and funding permits. 
 

WATER SANITATION &HYGIENE (WASH) 
 
Most houses in Sirte and Bani Walid are connected to piped water.  However, some repair is needed to 
sanitation networks to enable them to function satisfactorily.  The cluster is concerned about the low quality 
of water for domestic use in former conflict-affected areas, caused by a lack of chlorination and weak water 
quality monitoring.  In addition, IDPs living in scattered locations on the edge of major cities, such as Sirte 
and Bani Walid, as well as those living outside the camps are in need of improved basic WASH facilities.   
 
Financial constraints and limited liquidity is preventing returnees from purchasing adequate supplies of safe 
drinking water.  Therefore, the cluster is providing them with targeted support.  The cluster plans to integrate 
hygiene campaigns alongside the provision of drinking water, to support communities in managing safe 
drinking water supplies.  This will include the distribution of 4,750 family hygiene kits in Sirte and Bani Walid, 
by mid-February.  In addition, 200 family hygiene kits will be distributed to IDP settlements in Sabha. 
 
UNICEF continues advocacy with the Water and Wastewater Company in Tripoli, to ensure repair of 
damaged water and wastewater systems in all affected areas.   UNICEF has provided the final batch of 200 
tons of chemicals required to run the desalinisation water treatment plants in eastern Libya. 
 
UNICEF is scaling down the humanitarian phase of WASH intervention in Libya, and switching to transitional 
WASH activities.  In early 2012, monitoring visits will periodically be conducted to Benghazi, Misrata and 
other affected areas to follow up on the WASH situation and ensure all needs are met. 
 

 EDUCATION 
 
The Ministry of Education and the Education Working Group are preparing for the official re-opening of 
schools across Libya on 7 January 2012.  IDP children will need to be integrated in local schools, with a 
particular focus on children from minority groups who may face discrimination.  Many schools in the most 
affected cities remain damaged, particularly in Sirte, Misrata and Bani Walid. It is unclear how the Ministry of 
Education will support these children in the new school year. 
 
In preparation for the re-opening of schools, the Education Working Group is supporting the Ministry of 
Education in preparing schools and classrooms.  So far in December, 34 heavily damaged schools have 
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been cleaned and rehabilitated in Misrata and Ajdabiya.  The Working Group aims to have rehabilitated and 
cleaned the remaining schools (around 100, including 16 in Sirte) by the end of January 2012. 
 
The working group is transitioning from providing emergency education assistance to post-conflict and 
reconstruction support.  Preparations for a Libya-wide school assessment are being finalised, after a pilot 
assessment was conducted in 60 schools in Misrata in early December.  The country-wide assessment aims 
to assess the post-conflict needs in the education sector. 
 

LOGISTICS 
 

The Logistics Cluster in Tripoli will be operational in the start of 2012.  Humanitarian partners have requested 
for logistics coordination meetings to be held on a regular basis until there is no further demand.  The cluster 
will also continue to provide key logistics information and advice to humanitarian partners.  Information about 
services provided by the Logistics Cluster is available at: http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a 
 
As part of its exit strategy, the cluster has been updating its Libya Logistics Capacity Assessment, including 
assessing sea ports and airports, road conditions and evaluation of other logistics resources.  The latest 
Libya port update is available at: www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/north-africa-libya-ports-111203/view.   As 
part of the assessment, in early December a mission visited the Nafusa Mountains.  The road condition was 
found to be generally good, with single carriageway roads.  Road blocks were present mainly at major 
junctions.  Petrol stations with fuel were available throughout the area. 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
The OCHA sub-office in Benghazi officially closed on 15 December, after handing over coordination of 
remaining humanitarian assistance to LibAid.  OCHA has worked closely with all international and national 
partners to ensure the transition period will not affect those in need.  A strong team of humanitarian actors 
remains in Benghazi to ensure the outstanding needs of vulnerable groups are met in a coordinated manner. 
 
In line with the Humanitarian Country Team transition strategy – in which humanitarian programmes 
transition to recovery and development programming – several of the information products previously 
produced and distributed by OCHA end in mid-December.  These include the humanitarian media monitoring 
service (15 December) and situation reports (18 December). 
 

V. Funding 

 
The Common Humanitarian Action Plan is funded at 82.8 per cent, with $278 million received out of the 
$336 million requested. Donations have also been recorded to projects outside the appeal, with a total of 
$181 million.  This brings the total recorded humanitarian funding for the Libya crisis to $459 million. 
 
OCHA has an incomplete picture of funding donated outside the Flash Appeal. To ensure coordination of 
resources, please advise the Financial Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding and in-kind donations. 
The FTS shows updated funding for this appeal and other humanitarian response to the Libyan crisis. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
OCHA Libya: 
Lisa Peterson: Officer in Charge 
peterson1@un.org 
 
Rebecca Tustin: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
tustin@un.org  
 

OCHA New York: 
Anne Le More: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Middle East, 
North Africa and Central Asia Region, Section Coordination 
Response Division,  lemore@un.org +1 917 367 33 65 
 
 
 

 
For more information, please visit: 

http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info 
http://ochaonline.un.org 

www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 


