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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was prepared by 
OCHA Libya. It covers the period from 1 to 21 November 2011.  The next report will be issued on or 
around 1 December. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
� Life continues to return to normal in areas that experienced fighting 
� Inter-agency mission finds significant NFI needs for IDPs in southern Libya 
� Return continues to Bani Walid and Sirte, but is hampered by perceived insecurity and 

protection issues 
� Flooding in Ghat reportedly caused displacement of local population 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
The situation in most areas which 
experienced conflict has continued 
to stabilise, with life returning to 
normal. In these areas, 
humanitarian partners are phasing 
out their response and switching to 
longer-term planning for early 
recovery and recovery activities. 
 
Significant return continues to Bani 
Walid, and some return to Sirte, but 
the rate of return is slowed due to 
perceived insecurity and protection 
issues. 
 
The protection situation for some 
minority groups, such as the 
Tewergha, remains difficult. People 
from Tewergha are still unable to 
return due to concerns for their 
safety.  Tewerghans have been 
displaced to various locations 
across the country, and in some of 
these locations, including Tripoli, 
they continue to face protection 
threats. 
 

 
Inter-agency mission to Southern Libya 
 
From 15 to 18 November an inter-agency mission took place to Southern Libya to conduct a rapid 
assessment in the towns of Sabha, Awbari, Birak and Shuaref, to determine the humanitarian priorities and 
protection situation of the population of Southern Libya, with a particular focus on internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and vulnerable groups, as well as refugees, asylum seekers and migrants from Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
 
Representatives from the Health, Food Security and Livelihoods, Protection and Logistics Clusters 
participated in the mission.  The mission identified an urgent need to distribute additional non-food items 
(NFIs), particularly blankets and mattresses due to the cold weather, as well as hygiene items.  The health 
system was found to be in need of significant support, as many health personnel have not returned to work 
since fighting ended in the area. 
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The mission also met with representatives from local councils and relief committees from other parts of 
Southern Libya, including Murzuk and Ghat, who highlighted significant humanitarian needs due to the 
presence of IDPs.  Ghat (in the far southwest of Libya) has recently experienced flooding, and some of the 
population has been forced to relocate to public buildings due to damage to shelter.  This has further 
weakened the capacity of the town to respond to IDP needs.  The mission was unable to visit these locations 
due to time constraints, although follow-up missions are planned. 
 
WFP and OCHA Mission to Bani Walid 
WFP and OCHA conducted a joint mission to Bani Walid on 14 November.  The mission found that the 
population has started to return, and life is gradually returning to normal.  Of a pre-conflict population of 
around 70,000, around 75 per cent have reportedly returned to the town, while 25 per cent remain displaced 
in the surrounding areas.  About half the town has water and electricity.  Thirty per cent of bakeries have re-
opened but others are struggling with electricity and labour shortages.  Telecommunications are not working 
and banks have not re-opened. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

PROTECTION 
 
The inter-agency mission to Sabha identified a presence of over 8,000 IDPs in southwest Libya, from a 
number of different tribes and locations in Libya, including Tewergha, Sirte, Ajdabiya, Traghan and Garyat.  
The majority of IDPs met by the inter-agency mission expressed a willingness to return to their areas of 
origin, but highlighted that at present they were unable to do so for security reasons. 
 
The Protection Cluster plans to conduct a follow-up mission in the coming week in order to gain a deeper 
understanding of the protection issues in the area and visit additional locations.  This is particularly important 
as there are a number of minority groups who have reportedly faced discrimination in receiving basic 
services. 
 
IDPs continue to arrive in Benghazi.  As of 20 November, over 11,300 IDPs have been registered in the town 
and are living in camps and with host families.  The majority of IDPs are from Tewergha (over 9,000) and the 
second largest group is from Sirte (over 2,000). 
 
Explosive Remnants of War 
The Libyan population remains under significant threat from the widespread presence of explosive remnants 
of war (ERW), particularly in areas that most recently experienced heavy fighting, such as Sirte and Bani 
Walid, as IDP return continues.  In addition, extensive unrecorded minefields have been identified throughout 
the country, including in Zlitan, Brega and the Nafusa Mountains. The Joint Mine Action Coordination Team 
(JMACT) continues to conduct ERW clearance as well as risk education for the affected population, with a 
particular focus on children. 
 
International concern is rising over the large amount of ammunition that is freely accessible and in poor 
storage conditions, increasing the potential for illegal proliferation of ammunition.  Ammunition has been 
found in residential areas in Tripoli, and there are large unsecured stores in many other towns in Libya.  
JMACT and its partners are working with the NTC to deal with this issue, but further resources are required 
to deal with the immediate threat. 
 
There is an urgent need to expand JMACT activities in order to deal with these ERW issues, particularly as 
additional needs continue to be identified. Expansion of JMACT activities is hampered by funding shortages, 
and there is a pressing need to secure further donor funding. 
 
 

FOOD SECURITY & LIVELIHOODS 
 
Efforts are being made by all Cluster members to avoid duplication of food assistance activities inside Tripoli, 
and to ensure IDPs and vulnerable groups are fully covered, including returnees to Bani Walid and Sirte, as 
well, as IDPs from minority groups including Tewergha, Gawalish and Mashashitya. Though the priority is on 
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IDPs, the cluster is seeking to ensure that assistance is provided to other vulnerable groups in host 
communities as well, in order to avoid creating tensions.  
 
Over the last month, WFP has dispatched food assistance to its implementing partners for 102,000 
beneficiaries in ten towns along the northwest coast of Libya, from Khoms to the Tunisian border, and an 
additional 30,000 beneficiaries in Tripoli.  Food continues to be dispatched to areas of the Nafusa Mountains 
that remain vulnerable. 
 
Food distribution began for 50,000 IDPs from Sirte in locations between Misrata and Sirte.  In addition, food 
assistance is being provided for over IDPs in Benghazi.  WFP has contracted a bakery to provide baked 
bread for people in the IDP camps in Benghazi: WFP is providing wheat flour, vegetable oil and covering 
production costs, while Mercy Corps will arrange transport for an estimated 10,000 pieces of bread per day. 
 
An assessment mission to Bani Walid found that around 40 per cent of shops have re-opened and basic 
food commodities are available, as well as fresh meat, vegetables and fruit, but at high prices (around 40 per 
cent above pre-conflict prices).  The public distribution system has restarted and some food is being sold at 
subsidized prices to cooperatives.  WFP plans to deliver food to both vulnerable people in the city, as well as 
to IDP areas. 
 
During the inter-agency mission to southern Libya, WFP found that the food situation is normalizing in the 
towns of Sabha, Awbari and Birak, with shops open and stocked and food available.  However, there 
remains a need to provide targeted food support for IDPs and vulnerable people.  Ghat, in the far southwest 
of Libya, was reported to have a serious liquidity problem, few shops open and limited available commodities 
at inflated prices, resulting in food needs for most of the population (around 29,000 people). 
 
Shuaref and Ghirza, two villages around mid-way between Tripoli and Sabha (with a combined population of 
8,000) are facing difficulties meeting daily food needs due to liquidity problems and high inflation.  WFP 
recommends general food distribution. 
 
 

HEALTH 
 
The public health priorities in Libya remain treatment of conflict-related injuries, ensuring equitable access to 
health services for all conflict-affected populations, mental health and psychosocial support, and ensuring 
functionality of health facilities.  Health cluster partners are filling gaps in primary health care throughout the 
country, and report that there is a need for additional specialized nurses and medical doctors. 
 
The Health Cluster reports that many IDPs in Benghazi, both those staying with host families and in camps, 
are facing problems with regular water supply and water chlorination, as well as poor sanitation and hygiene 
facilities.  A number of cases of children with severe dehydration have been reported.  There is an urgent 
need for additional medical and paramedical staff, particularly pediatricians, as well as some drugs and 
medical supplies. 

 

According to health actors in Sirte and Bani Walid, a number of families continue to live in the hospitals, due 
to the security situation and widespread destruction.  The main hospital in Sirte is only partly functional due 
to damage and staffing shortages.  However, the level of medical supplies is stable, water supplies have 
resumed and there is a lack of ambulances.   
 
Rehabilitation services are due to start in the coming weeks at the rehabilitation centre in Misrata, for war-
wounded, as well as people with disabilities as a result of road accidents, diabetes and other causes.  The 
Benghazi medical centre is now performing physical rehabilitation and physical therapy. 
 
The inter-agency mission to Sabha and Awbari identified that some minority groups, including the Tuareg, 
were facing difficulties in accessing health services.  The team asked health service providers both at 
hospitals and primary health care centres about access to health care for third-country nationals (TCNs) and 
IDPs.  Few details were provided, although health staff asserted that health services are available for free 
and would be provided as needed. 
 
 

LOGISTICS 
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As part of the Logistics Cluster exit strategy, the Cluster ceased dedicated operations in Benghazi on 16 
November.  Cluster activities will continue in Tripoli until late December.  In addition, WFP closed its contract 
on the warehouse in Zarzis on 15 November, after remaining stocks were dispatched to Libya.  The 
provision of cost-recovery road transport from Egypt and Tunisia into and within Libya will cease at the end 
of November as commercial transport systems regain momentum. 
 
In response to needs expressed by the humanitarian community for continued air services into and within 
Libya, UNHAS will continue to operate until 30 November, under the same schedule, applying a cost-
recovery mechanism.  Further details about accessing UNHAS services and the latest schedule are 
available at http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a/unhas-schedule-and-forms.  The limit for personal luggage 
is 20kg. Additional cargo may be requested by filling out the Service Request Form. 
 
The inter-agency mission to Southern Libya found that the route between Tripoli and Sabha is in good 
condition and fuel stations are operating along the route.  The trip is 755 km and takes around 10 hours, 
including stops.  The cluster recommends bringing spare fuel, due to the long distances.  The road between 
Sabha and Awbari (around 200 km) is in mixed condition, and must be travelled at reduced speeds as 
construction was interrupted during the conflict and has yet to be resumed.   Travel time is around three 
hours. 
 
Sabha International Airport and Awbari Airport are both operational. The terminal facilities and supporting 
services such as passenger and cargo handling and crash and rescue services are operating. Aircraft 
navigation aids are not all working and some require calibration. Currently, Sabha airport is receiving only 
domestic flights. 
 

For general information about the Logistics Cluster, including on warehousing and transport services (air, 
sea and road), please visit: http://www.logcluster.org/ops/lby11a 
 

IV. Coordination 

 
OCHA continues to coordinate with humanitarian partners and the interim Government of Libya to undertake 
harmonised needs assessment activities in previously unassessed areas.   
 
Under the Common Humanitarian Action Plan (CHAP), humanitarian organisations are continuing to phase 
down substantive humanitarian programming. There are likely to be some residual humanitarian needs 
beyond the end of December, particularly in the areas of protection and mine action. These will be 
incorporated into Technical Cooperation Programmes in 2012.  
 
The coordination meeting schedules for Tripoli, Zarzis, Benghazi and Cairo, as well as the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT) contact lists, are available online at http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info/.  All 
humanitarians working in Libya are strongly encouraged to subscribe to OCHA’s mailing list, which is also 
used to produce a contact directory to support coordination in Libya.  http://bit.ly/oiQrTr  
 
OCHA Libya is producing a daily humanitarian media monitoring service.  The service provides an overview 
of the Libya crisis as portrayed in the worldwide media, including: news agencies, newspapers, Arab Satellite 
TV, websites, social media and press releases by humanitarian organisations. If you wish to subscribe to the 
media monitoring service, visit: http://bit.ly/o0S0r3. 
 
 

V. Funding 

 
The CHAP is funded at 82.3 per cent, with $275 million received out of the $333 million requested. 
Donations have also been recorded to projects outside the appeal, with a total of $181 million.  This brings 
the total recorded humanitarian funding for the Libya crisis to $456 million. 
 
OCHA has an incomplete picture of funding donated outside the Flash Appeal. To ensure coordination of 
resources, please advise the Financial Tracking Service (fts@un.org) of all funding and in-kind donations. 
The Financial Tracking Service shows daily updates of funding for this appeal and other humanitarian 
response to the Libyan crisis. 
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VI. Contact 

 
OCHA Libya: 
Brendan McDonald: Deputy Head of Office 
mcdonaldb@un.org 
 
Rebecca Tustin: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
tustin@un.org  
 
OCHA New York: 
Julie Belanger: Officer-in-Charge, Europe, Central Asia and 
Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division, belangerj@un.org 
 
Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public Information 
Officer,  bunker@un.org +1 917 367 5126 

Moira Little: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Europe, Central Asia 
and Middle East (ACAEME) Section Coordination Response 
Division,  littlem@un.org +1 (518) 429 6910 
 
OCHA Geneva: 
Thierry Delbreuve: Humanitarian Affairs Officer  
delbreuve@un.org•+41 (0) 22 917 1688 
 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer  
byrs@un.org +41 22 917 2653 
 

 
For more information, please visit: 
http://libya.humanitarianresponse.info 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.reliefweb.int 
www.irinnews.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org or visit: 

http://ochaonline.un.org 


